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Batavia  Illiiftrata : 

Or,    A  VIEW  of  the 

Policy  and  Commerce 

OF    THE 

United   Provinces. 

Containing  a  particular  Account 

Alfo  to  Germany ;  to  the  Aujlrian 
Nether latids ;  to  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Italy;  to  the  Le- 
'vanty  Turkey,  &c.  and  to  the 
Britijh  Dominions. 

Of  their  Alliances  with  the  fate 
Emperor  ;  with  France  ;  with 
Spain;  and  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Including  in  the  latter,  a  Com- 
parifon  between  the  Com- 
merce of  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  ;  and  the  Articles  in 
which  the  latter  interfere 
with,  and  exceed  the  former. 

With  a  brief  Account  of  the 
Manner  in  which  the  Dutch 
carry  on  the  Herring  Fifliery. 


Of  their  Government  both  Civil 
and  Ecclefiaftical, 

Of  the  Office  of  Stadtholder; 
with  Memoirs  of  the  Lives 
and  Aftions  of  the  Princes  of 
Orange  who  bore  that  Title. 
As  alfo  a  brief  and  impartial 
Account  of  the  Cafes  of  the 
famous  Barncueit  and  the  De 
Wits. 

Of  the  Dutch  Fiftieries  and  Ma- 
nufaftures. 

Of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  their 
Eaji  and  Weft  India  Compa- 
nies. 

Of  their  Trade  to  Denmark, 
Siueden,  Mufcovy,  and  other 
Parts  of  the  North. 


The  Whole  lUuflrated  with  HiftoricalFa^s,  and  Ohfervations  of 
the  higheft  Importance  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great- 
Britain. 

By  Onslow  Burrish,  Efqj  Secretary  to  His  Majelly's 
Commiflaries  for  Settling  the  Tarifl'at  Antwerp. 

The  Second  Edition. 

The  Dutch  are  our  Rivals  in  Trade  ^n:!  Navigation  ^  Yet,  They  mufr 
not  be  deftroy'd.  They  are  really  ourOuTGUARD  upon  the  Contintnt  ^ 
and  yet  wc  may  do  Too-muth  for  ihem.     See  />.  569. 
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To  the  Right  Honorable 

Sk  ROBERT     WALPOLE, 

Firft  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Chancellor  and  Under  Trea- 
surer of  the  Exchequer,  One 
of  His  Majesty's  Most  Ho- 
norable Privy  Council,  and 
Knight  of  the  mojl  Noble  Oc^der. 
of  the  Garter. 

SIR, 

F  Dedications  to  great 

Men,   are    often   the 

EfFe(5t    of  Ambition, 

Intereft,   or    Vanity, 

ya   They  are    fome- 

times  infpir'd  by  more 

vertuous  Motives,  and  an  Author 

runs  no  Hazard  of  being  thought, 

A  2  guilty 
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guilty  of  Flattery,   when  He  does 
Judice  to  a  Merit,    which  all  the 
World   has  either  admired  or  en- 
vied.     A    Defcription    of    the  elia- 
bli(hed  xMethods  ot    Governmerit,    a 
View   of    the  Ccmmerce,   and   poli- 
tical Refledions  on  the   Interefts  of 
a  neighbouring  State,  could  be  no 
where  fo  properly  addreffed,  as  to 
a  Perfon  who  has  for  many  Years 
fuftained  the  moft  Important  Part, 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  our  own. 
The  juft   Mixture  of  Prerogative 
and  Libtrty.    which  is  to  be  found 
in     the     Conftitution    of    England^ 
has  long   made    It  the  Enyy  and 
Admiration    of   our    Neighbours  5 
but  tho'  every  Englifhman  is  ready 
to  boaft  the  Happinefs  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,   It  will    be    owned    We 
have  not  always   cultivated  It    to 
the  beft  Advantage.     The  Commons^ 
ever  jealous  of  the  Power  of  their 

Sovereign, 
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Sovereign,  have  frequently  diftref- 
fed  tlic  Adminiftration,  and  if  They 
have  fometimes  had  the  Glory  of 
bringing  illuftrious  Criminals  to  Juf- 
tice,  there  are  hkewife  Inftances  to 
be  given,  when  influenced  by 
fadious  and  defigning  Men,  they 
have  broke  in  with  Violence  upon 
the  wifeft  Mcafures,  and  blindly  fa- 
crificed  their  Security,  to  ill  ground- 
ed, and  unfeafonable  Sufpicions. 

It  has  been  your  Part  Sir,  to  re- 
concile thofc  Divifions  which  have 
hindred  Us  from  knowing  our  own 
Force,  and  how  well  You  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fo  generous  and  difficult  a 
Task,  is  ftrongly  illuftrated  by  the 
great  Figure  England  has  made  a- 
broad  during  your  Adminiftration  5 
the  natural  Confequence  of  Har- 
mony in  the  different  Parts  of  our 
Legijlature. 

The 
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The  Share  You  have  had  in  bring- 
ing Your  Country  to  this  Hcigijt  of 
Greatnefs  and  Reputation,  by  which 
His  Majesty   is  enabled  to   pre- 
fer ve  that    Equality  of  To-ccer^    be- 
tween the  fcveral  Pri?7ces  of  Europe^ 
fo   neccflary  to   the  Welfare  both 
of  Them  and  Ourfelves,   has  been 
repaid  with  the  Confidence  of  two 
great  Princes-^  and  ir  You  are  ahnoft 
the    only  Englijlo   Mini/ler,    whofe 
Glory  It  has    been   to    pafs  from 
the  Service   of   one    Roy  a/    Mafter 
into   that    of  another,    with    the 
fame   Degree  of   Truji   and  Powe)\ 
yet  permit  me  to  fay.  You  are  llill 
more  eminent  for  an  unexampled 
Eafe  and  Freedom  in  the  Difpatch 
of  Bafinefs,  and  for  that  Steadinefs 
in    your    Friendihip,    which   fhines 
at  the  Head  of  thofc  Talents,  that 
have  united    the    Confidence   and 
Goodwill  of  the  People,    with  the 

Favour 
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Favour  of  the  Crown,  and  t'ic  iVuthc- 
xity  infeparable  from  high  imploy- 
ments. 


I  am. 


S  I  R5 

Tour  moft  Obedient y  and 
vioft  humhle  Servant, 

Onflow  Burriih- 


T  O  T  H  E 


READER 


HE  Importance  and  Delicacy  of 
the  Suhjetts  that  ate  treated  in  the 
following  Sheets,  ought  perhaps  to 
have  deterred  a  yourig  Man  from 
attempting  J  hem;  hut  when  the 
Die  is  once  thrown j  His  fruitlefs  to  repine, 
though  the  Cajl  proves  againji  Vs. 

There  are  fever al  Errors  of  the  Frefs  in  this 
Book,  as  in  moft  others,  which  the  judicious  Rea- 
der will  corretl,  and  for  other  Faults,  We  ar^ 
told  ly  a  very  good  Hand,  that  'tis  in  vain 
to  leg  Indulgence. 

Un  Auteur  a  Genoux  dan;  une  humble  Preface, 
-Au  Lecleur  qu'  II  ennuye  a  Beau  demander  Grace.* 

This  I  can  fay  in  Recommendation  of  the 
Work^  that  J  have  every  mhere  wrote  with 
Truth ,  and  Impartiality ,  according  to  my 
fudgment* 

*    BOILEAU, 
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Part  h 

Of  the  Methods  of  Government^ 
eftabliflied  in  the  United  Provinces. 


INTODUCTION. 


AR  is  often  nec^flary  for  the 
Support  of  Liberty,  and  the 
ancient  Batavi  were  Lovers 
both  of  one  and  the  other. 
Julius  C^sar  kuew  their 
Valour  when  He  oppoled 
Them  fo  fuccefsfully  to  the  Gauls,  whom 

B  Tlney 
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The}^  often  defeated.  The  Romans  Them- 
fclves  flood  in  Fca;-  of  this  warlike  Nation.  (^*) 
TlicirCavairy  was  then  the  beft  in  the  World, 
and  their  Infantry  fought  with  equal  Courage, 
in  Fens  and  N'drihes,  as  when  polled  on  firni 
Lana  ;  \h)  a  QiJaiity  pecuUar  to  Them,  and 
derived  from  the  watry  Situation  of  their 
Country.  Fidelity  was  another  Virtue  at- 
tributed ro  the  old  iATAvy,  ss  well  as  C.ou- 
rige.  a  i  i  accordingly  the  Roman  Emperors 
"ver\  often  had  thtir  Live-Guards  from  a- 
mongil  Tshem.  They  had  the  honourable 
Ticie  of  Allies  of  the  Empire^  in  Favour  of 
which  They  were  exempt  from  all  Taxes  and 
Tributes,  {/)  and  alter  having  been  iome 
Time  afibciated  to  the  Empire^  Tne  Romans 
ftykd  Th:m  Friends  and  Brothers,  as 
aj'T'^-ars  by  this  Infcription. 

Gens  Batavorum  Amk'i  et  Fr aires  Rom.  Imp. {d^ 


(a)  Igitur  lacelTemibus  Batavis  Tiepidatio  orta.  Tacit : 
X.  V.  p.  p^s-  ^ 

(o)  Gcfmanorum  Coliortem  a  Csfaribus  olim  ad  Cufto- 
diam  Corporis  mftitutam,  multis  que  Experimentis  fidc- 
li/Timam,  diffwlvit  Servius  Galba,  ac  fine  ullo  incOiTimodo 
in   Patriam  remifit.  Sueton  in  Galba. 

(f)  Mantt  hono-  et  anr'quas  Societatis  infigne:  nam  nec 
Tributis  contutidantur,  tantum  in  ufum  '^rsEiiorum  fepoliti, 
vf  jut  Tela  atque  Anna,  bellis  refervantur.  Tacit  Ger- 
manic 

(d)  D.Tcription  hiftorique  da  Gonvernnemenc  des Pro- 
vinces unicc  par  Mon'V,    iialnage. 

The 
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The  Batavi  come  originally  from  Hesse j, 
under  the  Conduct  of  their  King  tJATxcN, 
reduced  to  fly  his  Country  by  the  Arti- 
fices of  a  Mother  in  Law  who  attempted 
to  poifon  him  (a)  The  firft  Place  They  poU 
fcfTed  Themfelves  of  was  an  liland,  formed 
by  the  Waal  and  the  Rhine,  whicli  to  this  Day 
retains  the  name  of  Bat  aw,  from  waence 
following  the  Courie  of  this  laft  Rivers  They 
fate  down  at  one  of  thofe  Places  where  it  dil- 
embogues  it  felf  into  the  Sea,  and  named  it 
Catwick.  (h) 

'Tis  pretended  that  Clodius  Civilis  de«i 
rived  his  Extradion  from  this  King  BattoNjj 
but  be  that  as  it  will,  He  was  ftiu  more  enno° 
bled  by  his  Virtues  than  his  Oefcent.  This 
Perfon  attempted  witti  equal  Policy  and  Cou^ 
rage  to  free  his  Country  from  the  Roman  Ser^ 
uitude,  and  was  at  firft  fuccefsful  againft  Ce« 
REALis  ;  but  as  nothing  is  more  inconftanc 
than  the  Chance  of  War,  the  Romw  General 
being  reinforced  with  the  German  Legions^  was 
Vidorious  in  his  Turn,  and  Clodius  was  z% 
laft  entirely  defeated.  (J) 


{a)  See  Bafnage  ut  fupra. 

{b)  Cattoruio  vicns. 

(0  Travel  ers  fee  the  Hiftory  of  Clodius  Civilis  finely 
painted  by  Van  iMben  in  &  Cabinet  of  the  States  GencraS 
at  the  Uague, 

B  a  Tibe 
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The  R  ^\uN  Emperors  were  from  this 
Time  obliged  to  build  ftrong  Forts,  ami  enter- 
tain laree  Garrifons  on  the  Banks  of  th^  /?/;/w, 
to  repreJs  the  frequent  rnlurreOrions  of  the  oa- 
TAvi,  occafioned  as  well  by  a  native  Love  of 
L/hrty  as  the  Severity  of  the  Roman  Comman^ 
ders*  Con  STAN  Tius  had  two  Reafons  for 
ordering  the  Batavian  Cohorts  to  attend 
him  in  the  third  Expedition  He  had  projefted 
aga.nfl:  the  Ferfians :  firft  that  he  might  be 
fure  of  having  good  Soldiers^  and  lecondly, 
that  he  might  deprive  Julian  of  their  Afii- 
ance,*  o\  whom  He  already  began  to  be  jea- 
lous. But  the  Bata\  I  v/ould  not  under- 
take To  defperate  a  March  from  one  Side  of 
the  Roivan  Empire  to  the  oiher,  and  took  the 
thing  fo  ill  of  ConftantiuSy  that  They  Iwcre 
Themlelves  to  a  Man  the  Friends  of  Juiia^^ 
and  vow'd  to  prove  every  Danger  to  let  iiini 
on  tlie  I'hrone. 

Upon  the  Declenfion  of  Charlemagfje's  Fa- 
mil}",  the  great  Officers  of  the  Croivn  took  Oc<. 
cafion  from  the  VVeaknels  of  the  reigning 
Pnncc  ,  to  m.ake  their  Governments  Heredita- 
ry in  thtirown  Families;  and  uponthefeOc- 
cafions  the  Provinces  of  the  Xi/^p  Countries  un- 
dervicnt  feveral  Revolutions.  Very  often 
They  were  disjoined  and  feparated  one  from 
another  ;  and  fomeiimes a  fingle  S'rince  v/ould 
reunite  fsvcral  of  them  in  Sul^e^lion  to  Him- 

felf. 
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feir  'Tisfaid  that  RjJM  who  comman.ied 
in  Frizeland  was  adluaily  K'ln^  of  that  Pro- 
'vince-  {S)  Gelderland  and  Brabant  had  thrir 
D^kes;  Holland  -And  Flanders  weregovern'dby 
Earls;  and  Vtrecht  had  her  Bifbops,  w^Iio  made 
Themlelves  Mafters  of  that  City  with  all  its  De- 
pendancies.  The  meek  Prelates  became  war- 
ring SoveraignSj  and  the  Sword  and  Helmet 
often  ufurped  upon  the  Mitre  and  Crozier, 
Afterwards,  when  thefe,  and  the  other  Pio- 
vinces  of  the  Low  Countries  came  to  be  united 
tn  :er  one  Head,  as  they  were  fucceliively  in 
the  Families  oi  Burgundy  and  Austria, 
They  ftiU  retained  their  t1iftin<3:  and  antient 
Forms  of  Government.  I  do  not  think  it  very 
material  to  g;ve  a  genealogical  account  of  the 
Princes  of  Burgundy  'Tis  iuificient  to  obferve 
that  there  have  been  three  extraordinary  Re^ 
'Volutions  in  the  Lew  Countries  The  Fir  ft  united 
them  in  the  Second  Branch  ot  the  Family 
or  Burgundy  ;  by  the  (econd  They  paffcd 
to  the  House  of  Austria,  and  by  the  third, 
more  lloody  than  the  former,  this  great  Body 
Was  dilmembred  of  Stven  Provinces,  which 
were  forced  to  unite  for  their  own  Defence, 
whilft  the  other  ten  remained  in  Subjedion 


{a)  See  Bafnage  uc  f«p.  P,  ?, 
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to  the  Prifices  of  the  Aaflrian  Family,  or  De- 
volved back  to  France,  either  by  Conquefl 
or  Treaty. 

Mary  of  Burgundy,  after  the  Death 
of  her  Father  Lewis  the  Hardy,  who 
was  killed  before  Nancy  in  1476,  had  a 
inind  to  marry  the  Dauphin  Son  of  Lew- 
is XI  King  of  France,  and  the  Genera- 
lity of  the  Flemijh  Lords  wil'h'd  paHionately 
ior  this  Alliance,  becaufe  moft  of  their  Eftates 
lay  on  the  Sambre,  and  they  knew  very 
Well  tnat  Lewis  would  not  fail  toconfifcate 
Them  if  their  Princefs  married  a  Stranger. 
Bur  the  French  King  extended  the  Hatred  He 
had  bo  n  the  Duh  ot  Bur^und^;  ^o  his  Daugh- 
ter, and  V.  ovu  ?  never  confent  to  the  Marriage 
i!io'  He  flattered  the  Fiemmings  with  the 
Hopes  ot  it.  He  had  projedled  on  the  con- 
trary how  to  diveft  that  Frincefi  of  all  her 
Territories  ;  but  th^s  Defign  did  not  take  Ef- 
fecl:,  Rotwitlidanding  the  treachery  of  fome 
.Fkmjjh  Men  ot  Quality,  who  were  over-aw'd 
and  work'd  upon  to  give  up  feveral  Towns 
to  Him:  and  the  Pnnceis  irritated  at  his 
Behaviour,  married  Maximilian  Son  of 
the  Emperor  Frederick  the  III,  to 
whom    Pne   brouglit    the    Dutch y   of  {a) 


C^}  See  ks  Soift'erains  du  mcndeTcm.  prem.  pag.  8, 

BuR= 
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Burgundy  and  the  fevemeea  Provinces 
of  the  Nethe;ilands 

This  Princess  died  foon  after  her  Marri- 
age, leaving  two  ,  hildren,  PiWhiv  x\\Q  Hand^ 
fome  and  ihe  Pr^tngess  Margaket,  under 
the  Tuithn  of  their  Father  ;  But  the  i"e:ple  of 
G  lENT  contcfted  this  Guardian[}.}p  ;  made 
Maximilian  a  Priloncr,  and  a-^k'd  Aflift- 
ance  of  the  King  of  Finance  aga'nfh  him,  who 
was  well  enough  diipOied  to  aford  it  them  ; 
for  Charles  Vdl,  then  at  die  Head  of  that 
Monarchy^  was  aireauy  apprehenfive  of  Maxi- 
milians Grearnefs,  who  being  eleded  K'wg  of 
the  Romans,  might  very  eafiiy  become  too 
formidable  a  Neighbour.  \n  this  Fear, 
Charles  refolved  to  aid  the  Flcmmings  ; 
Flanders  in  (  ourfe  became  the  Seat  of 
War  ;  and  Maximilian  had  abundance  of 
Trouble  to  reduce  and  folten  the  Obftinacy  of 
his  Enemies 

He  was  farther  traverfed  by  the  King  of 
France,  in  the  Defign  he  had  formed  ct  mak- 
ing an  Alhance  with  the  Hei  ress  of  Bretag- 
NEy  whom  Char  Its  got  out  of  liVs  Hands  j  and 
to  aggravate  the  Affront,  fcnt  him  back  his 
Daiigtiter  witaout  relfcring  the  Dutchy  cf 
Burgundy^  which  had  been  reiinquifli'd  to  Him 
a':  her  Dower ;  upon  which  Maximilian  mar« 
ried  his  Son,PHiLn^  the  Handsome, to  Jane 
Qf  Arragjn,  Daughter  ot  Isabella  and 
h  ^  Fer* 
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Ferdinand  the  Catholtck  ,  and  his 
Daughter  Princess  Margaret,  to  John 
Prince  of  Spain. 

This  Don  John  fucceeded  to  the  Loiv 
Countries  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  but  died 
young,  and  left  only  one  Son,  th?t  did  not 
Jong  furvive  him;  by  whofe  Death  Philip 
the  Handsome  came  to  inherit  the  Crown, 
in  Right  of  his  Wife,  Jane  of  Arragon, 
Sifter  to  one,  and  Aunt  to  the  other  of 
the  deceafed  Princes.  Philip  mounted  the 
Throne  of  Castile  in  1505:,  and  died 
in  the  fiicceeding  Yf^ar,  leaving  his  Son 
Charles  the  5th,  to  the  Tuition  of  Lewis 
the  ixrh  King  of  France,  who  remitted 
the  Care  of  his  Education  to  Monsieur 
de  Chievres,  one  of  the  principal  Lords 
of  the  Low  Coiitttrks^  who  made  him  fays 
Monsieur  Basnage  ,  the  greateft  Man 
pf  the   Age  he  lived  in. 

This  Prince  faw  himfelf  at  once.  Empe- 
ror, King  of  Spain,  Master  of  the 
Seventeen  Pro^tnces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, which  he  united  to  the  Emfire 
finder  the  Title  of  the  Circle  of  Burgmdy ; 
)  OKD  cf  both  the  Indies,  and  of  the 
f|^ani(]i  Territories  in  America  j  with  many 
cvhei  l)omnions  and  Pretentions  w^hich  it  is 
iilelefs  to  enumerate.  His  Life  was  one 
^Duftanc     rurUiic   after    Gl-jry     and  Power; 

and 
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and  He  h:id  weil-nigh  finifhed  his  Career 
with  great  Reputation  to  himfelf,  when  ia 
tile  Year  i  ^  s  5,  being  weary  of  Government, 
and  apprehenfive  that  a  fingle  Difgrace  in 
the  Evening  of  Life,  might  tarniih  the 
Memory  oi  ius  tormer  Adions,  He  took  a 
Refolution  to  abdicate  his  Dominions ;  which 
he  fettled  in  Part  on  his  f^rother  FERDI- 
NAND^ to  whom  He  refigned  the  Empire^ 
with  the  Hereditar)  Countries  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auflria  in  Germany ;  and  the  Reft  on  his 
Son  PHILIP  the  Second,  who  had  SPAIN, 
the  Loiv  Countries,  his  Dominions  in  ITALT^ 
and  C ^ onquefts  in  AMERICA .  Philip  received 
the  Netherlands  from  his  Father  in  a  very 
floLirifhing  Ccndition.  They  reckoned  up  ia 
that  fm.il  Extent  of  Country,  above  Three 
hundred  and  fifty  walled  Towns»  and  Six 
thoufwd  three  hundred  confiderable  Villages, 
well  peopled  with  expert  and  induftrious 
Inhabitants,  equally  proper  for  War,  Coti- 
rnerce  and  Navigation. 

Charles  the  Fifth  chofe  B  ruffe  Is  for  the 
Theatre  of  his  Abdication  |  wluiher  having 
convened  the  States,  He  renounced  in  a  full 
Aflembly,  (ieaningonthe  Arm  of  William  I. 
Prince  ot  Orange,)  all  Right  and  Title 
to  the  Soveraignty  ot  the  17  Provinces  in 
Favour  of  Philip,  Who  Swore  to  prefer  ve  the 
Priz'ilsdges  of  the  Ccantry*^  and  the  Deputies 
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at  the  fame  Time,    took  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance to  Him. 

Charles  went  for  Spain  in  the  Month  of 
Septemler  of  the  fame  Year,  leaving  Thil'ip 
in  the  l<fether lands,  having  recommended  it  to 
Him,  to  take  particular  Care  of  thofe  Provm- 
ces,  as  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Branches 
of  his  Dominions.  But  the  Nobility 
and  People  foon  felt  a  Difference  betwixt 
the  Father  and  the  Son  {a)  Charles  had 
been  engaged  m  feveral  Wars  ^f^d  had  often 
commanded  his  x^rmies  in  Perlon;  but 
Philip  feemed  difpoled  to  govern  his  Do- 
winions  and  Forces,  by  the  Orders  which 
He  directed  to  Them  from  his  Cabinet; 
Charles  was  fweet  and  atfal  le ;  Philip 
grave  and  auileer  in  all  his  Manners;  the 
Fir  ft  fpoke  the  principal  Languages  of 
Europe,  and  accornmodatcd  Himlelt  with 
Eafe  to  the  Cuftom->  ot  all  l^ations :  Philip, 
both  in  Language  and  every  Tiling  elfe  ap- 
peared entirely  Spanifh;  from  whence  it 
was  concluded,  that  lii>  Favour  would  be 
confined  to  that  NATION;  that  he  would 
retire  into  Sp  in^  and  always  govern  from 
thence  the  Ccunrries  which  his  Father  had 
left  Him.     Charles  in  his  latter  Days,  had 


(a)  See  BentljogUo'i  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  oi  Flanders^ 
far  I  I,  Lik.  I.   Fc'.oe  ^, 

cons? 
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conceived  Jealoufies  oftheNETHEPvLANOERs 
on  account  of  Religion  :  That  of  Luther 
was  already  eftablilhed  in  Germ  an  y,  and  Cal- 
vin's had  made  a  great  Progrefs  in  France, 
Both  One  and  the  Other,  had  been  intro- 
duced into  thefe  Provinces,  by  the  Zeal  and 
Intercourfe,    of  thofe  who  profefled  Them 
in    Germany^    France,    and    England.      The 
Anabaptists     had   likewife    got    Footing 
amongft  Them,  who,  tho'  very  different 
from  thofe  ot    Munster,  were,  however, 
equally  averie   to  the  Church    of  Rome. 
Charles  had  exhibited  very  rigorous  Edith 
againft    Thofe    who    feparated    from     the 
Churchy    and  'tis  affirmed,    that   there  had 
already    fuffered  Death  in    his  Time,   (J?^) 
about  One  hundred  thoufand  Ferfons  on  account 
of   Religwn.      But    the  Number  and  Cou- 
rage ot    Thofe   who    embraced   thefe    dif- 
ferent Opin'ons,   inftead  of  being  diminiHi- 
ed   by  Severity  and    Perfecntion,    increafed 
every  Day,  and   fometimes  they  had  even 
refcued  out  of  the  Hands   of   the  Oilicers, 
thofe  who  were   led    to    Execution.    This 
had  obliged  Mary  Queen  of  Hungary ^  then 
Begent  ct    the  Low  Countries^  to  engage  tlie 
Emperor   her  Brother,    to  come  thither 


(tf)  Crotius,  Ann,  Lib.  I,  ppg,  i^^ 

that 
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that  he  might  Le  convinced  this  Rigour 
only  (ervei  to  intlan-e  the  Sore.  The 
fame  Edicts,  however,  were  afterwards 
confirnied  by  Phili"^,  and  in  Confequtnce 
of  Them,  a  multirur^e  of  Perfons  fuflered 
the  fevereft  Punhliments 

Indeed,  The  Pec  pie  fhewed  a  ready  Dif- 
pofiticn  tor  tne  Riforfnation  of  Religion^  and 
this  made  Cardinal  Bentivoglio,  fay, 

*  Tliat    fo    great    an  Evil  eyaded   no    lefs 

*  powerful  Remedies,    than  thofe  that  were 

*  applied. '  Tlie  Good  Cardinal  com- 
mends ih.'^kfayigu inary  Editls^  2in(i  attributes 
at  the  fame  Time  boih  lo  Charles  and  Fhilip^ 
a  great  deal  of  Ji'ftice  and  Religion :  with- 
out icflediog,  that  Justice  mdifpL'ably 
confifls  ill  rendering  lo  every  One  That 
which  belong'^  to  Him;  a  Virtue,  abfolute- 
]y  inc  mpatTble  with  iVar  uncertaken  thro' 
rrere  Ambition^  of  which  They  m^de  no 
Manner  of  Scruple;  and  watU  the  Oppref- 
fion  of  Nations,  w'lich  was  never  of  the 
lea  ft  Confuieration  wi'ih  Them 

Religion  is  certainly  a  Oi^poririon  of 
Mind,  which  engage.  Us  to  render  to  God, 
Thar  which  is  due  to  Him,  or  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  thofe  Laws,  whi^h  he  hath  given 
Us  in  the  Gospel.  Tiie  Cardinal  coufd 
net  cite  any  Precept  of  It,  that  com- 
mands SovERAiNS  to  m^^vijon^   harajh^,  rmn^ 

or 
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or  kill  Tbofe  who  have  difFerent  Sentiments 
of  ^ivwe  Worfhip  trom  them/elves,  or  tlie 
Do^rines  of  that  Theology^  which  hgppens 
to  be  eftabliflied  in  their  Dominions ;  when 
in  other  Relpe£ts,  They  conform  faithfully 
to  the  Civil  Jurifdidion.  Nor  are  Chris- 
tians any  where  commanded  to  embrace 
the  Opinions,  eitiier  of  their  Princes^  or  of 
the  Multitude^  in  Cafes  of  Religion^  but 
Thofe  only^  which  they  are  perjwaded^  to 
be  conjormahle  to  the  Revelations  of 
the  Gospel. 

In  Defiance 3  however,  to  thefe  Principles, 
both  of  Reafon,  and  'Kehgion,  They  eda- 
bliflied  in  the  Low-Countries,  an  Extraordma- 
ry  Trthmal,  to  cleanfe  tiiem  of  what  they 
called  Heresy.  This  Court  v/as  fiUed  with 
Churchmen  ,  and  exrreamly  refembied 
the  Spamjh  and  Italian  hquijitions.  The 
Flemmings  complained  of  k  m  the  Begin- 
ing,  and  juftly  loaded  it  with  the  mod  odi- 
ous Nam^s,  not  doubting  that  its  Efleds 
would  encreafe,  as  They  loon  found  from 
tlie  Imprifonments^  C  onfi feat  ion  s^  Corporal  Pun- 
iJhmentSj  and  cruel  Executioniy  which  in  a 
little  Time  grew  common  over  all  the 
Country.  (/) 


[aj  Grotm  Ann.  Lib.  i.  Fa^e  lo.  and  ii. 

'Twas 
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'Twas  not  only  the  People  who  cry'd 
cut  upon  this  Conduct,  but  Perfons  of  the 
higheft  Dtfthc'ihM,  for  their  Moh'dity,  All>ancss, 
Services,  Friends,  and  Employments.  There 
was  a  confiderable  Nunrxber  of  Thefe  in  the 
(■  ountry,  but  above  the  Reft,  T%vo,  who  at- 
tra<n:cd  the  Eyes  ot  nil  the  World.  William 
ol'  Na'^sau,  Prince  of  Orange,  Gouernour 
of  the  Provinces  o[  Holland,  Zealmid,  Sind  V' 
trecht;  and  Lameral  Earl  of  Egm:>nt,  Go^ 
"jerjiour  of  Flanders  and  Artois^  Thefe  two 
Lord>,  though  equally  loved  and  efleemed^t 
were  cf  Chardlers  entirely  different.  The 
Prince  cf  Orange,  more  proper  for  /«- 
trigue  ih^nJVar,  was  a  prudent  M'^n  iud  pe- 
ftetrating ;  popufar  in  all  his  Manners  ;  never 
/peaking  but  to  the  Furpofe ;  a  Man  ot  Coun- 
til :  capable  to  <^/^f/?  the  mo^t  intricate  Affairs, 
and  to  ccndu£t  Them  in  the  ahkjt  Manner, 
The  Earl  of  Egmont,  on  the  contrary,  was 
more  proper  for  iVar  than  Peace;  free  in  tiis 
Words  ^.nd  Thoughts;  more  difpofed  to  fami- 
Jiiiize  Himfelf  with  military  Men  than  the 
Citizens ;  and  fitter  to  advance  Himlelf  by 
yirms^  than  to  gain  Favour  by  the  Addrefs  of 
a  Court.  The  principal  Employments,  v/ere 
divided  between  thefe  Lords,  and  fuch  of  tlie 
Ndility  as  they  pati'onized. 

Not  one  amongft  Them  had  openly  ap- 
peared difplesfcd  at  the  Edicls  againfk  tlie  Pro- 

leflarus 
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teftants  when  They  were  firft  publifhed  The 
Prince  of  Orange  btrn  of  Proteftant  Pa» 
rerttSy  was  the  only  Perfon  the  Court  was  jea- 
lous of,  who,  when  He  was  Hoflage  in  France^ 
at  the  Court  of  Henry  the  Second^  for  the 
Execution  of  tho.  Peace  of  Cambray,  dif" 
covered  znd  advc-tifed  his  friends  in  the  low 
Countries,  that  the  French  King  confulted 
with  Philip  I  he  Second^  on  a  proper  Method, 
to  exterminate  the  Froteflants.  The  Reft  of 
the  Nobility^  who  were  not  fo  rich,  and  had 
been  very  expenfivc,  were  put  to  it  to  fup- 
portTiiem {elves.  They  faw  with  Regret  the 
Difpofitions  the  King  made  tor  leaving 
Them ;  apprehenfive  of  lofing  by  his  Ab- 
fence,  thoie  Advantages  which  they  had  en- 
joyed whilft  Charles  refidedamongft  Them. 
And  accordingly  They  had  no  fooner  pene- 
trated his  Z)(?^^«of  recjrning  into  Spain^  than 
their  Difcontent  was  vifible 

TheEccLEsiASTicKs,  cfpecially  theREcu" 
I.AR  Abbots,  (^j)  were  little  better  fatisfied 
than  the  Nobility.  This  ill  Temper  fprung 
from  the  Eredion  of  new  Bishopricks 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to  eftablilli,  un- 
der Pretence  that  the  Bishops  might  take 


ia)  BentivogViQ    lib.  i.  Page  6, 

more 
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more  Care  of  their  Diocejfes,  which  were  be- 
fore too  large  for  the  Prelates  to  have  a  fuffi- 
cient  Eye  over  the  People  that  depended  on 
Them.  But  the  Court  was  now  obliged,  for 
xht  more  honourable  Suhjiflance  o\  the  Bishops, 
to  fupprefs  feveral  Abbies,  whofe  Revenues 
were  alhgned  for  their  Support ;  and  whereas 
the  Abbots  had  formerly  taken  Place  m  the 
Jffewl'/y  ot"  the  States,  They  were  now 
forced  to  relinquiHi  their  ii^r^i^  to  the  Bisk- 
ors,  and  could  no  longer  command  the  Suf" 
fragcso'i  the  fiift  Order.  One  might  have  ex- 
peded  that  the  Clergy  would  have  fecn  the 
Ere£i:ion  of  thefe  new  Bifl'^oprkks  with  Plea- 
fure,  which  mull  nccefirtijly  elevate  the  Pomp 
and  Majfjly  of  the  Church;  but  ft  feemsthe 
Abbots  did  not  think  the  Digmty  of  the 
Hierarchy  by  any  means  an  Equivalent  fer 
the  Lofs  of  their  Revenues,  and  accordingly 
They  uere  full  as  early  m  their  Complaints 
as  the  Laity,  and  exprefled  their  Chagrin 
w^ith  all  the  Vivacity  peculiar  to  Men  of  their 
Order. 

Philip  having  refolved  to  go  into  Spa'in^  as 
the  principal  Part  of  his  Dominions,  and  from 
whence  H-^  believed  He  could  moft  commodi- 
ouily  gc\ern  the  Reft  which  were  very  wide- 
ly disjoined,  the  Quellion  was,  to  whom  He 
fnoulcJ  commit  the  Government  of  the  Low 
Conntries.  Tis  faid  He  was  at  firft  unrelolved  if 

He 


Part  I.      Illustrata,  isc.         1 7 

He  fhould  truft  fo  important  an  Employ  to 
his  Cofin  Christiana,  Dutchess 
of  Lorraine,  cr  to  Margaret 
Dutchess  of  Parma,  who  was,  his 
Fathers  natural  Daughter.  But  He  f^jon  re- 
folved  in  Favour  of  the  Latter,  who  was 
born  in  Flanders^  and  w!vo!e  Husband,  tlie 
Duke  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  had  a 
confideralle  Eft  ate  in  the  Milan  eze^  Part  o\  Phi- 
lips  Dominions  in  Italy;  beficies  whi'.:h,  She 
cffered  to  fend  her  Son  Alexander  to  the  Ccart 
of  Spain.  'Tis  added  that  the  Vriuce  o^ Orange 
favoured  the  Dutchefs  of  Lorraine,  whole 
Daughter  he  courted  ;  which  to  a  Prih'ce  of 
Thilip\  Complexion  was  Rcifon  enough  for 
not  giving  the  Employ  in  Qucftlon  to  that 
Princefs  :  and  Lefides  this  He  believed  ^i^^ 
Would  be  too  much  influenced  by  the 
King  of  France^  a  Meighhour  or  Lorraine.  It 
was  in  Conformity  to  the  ilime  Politicks, 
that  Fhilip  hindered  the  Prince  of  Oranges 
Marriage  with  Chrifliana'n  Daughter,  thoit  his 
Power  in  Flanders  might  not  be  augmented 
by  the  Neamefs  of  that  Princefis  Territories^ 
Thus  the  Government,  in  Appeara.nce 
was  placed  in  the  Hands  ot"  tlie  Dutchefs  of 
Parma;  but  Granvelle,  afterwards  Cvr- 
DiNA  L  of  thai  Name,  newly  created  Archhijhop 
of  MJines^  had  the  abfdute  Dire6tion  and 
becret  of  Affairs.  This  was  a  Man  of  low 
C  Extr action  i 


i8  B  A  r  AV  I  A      Parti. 

EY.traclion;  hisFatlier  Njcholas  Perrenot, 
(^a)  Sieur  cJe  Granvelk^  had  advanced  Himfelf 
by  h;s  A^idrefs  and  hlind  Ohedence  to  tlie  Ov- 
d'.rs  o'[  Cbiir/es  f he ////;,  to  the  Office  cf  6"^- 
cret-iry.     He  hiid  a  .Share  in  the  mod  fccret 
Councils,  and  yfrer  having  iervcd  his  Prince 
with  uncommcn  Vigilance,    He  left  at  his 
Death,  the  jame  Employments  to  his  Son^  who 
w.is  not  lefh  cumnng  than   Himfelf,  but  more 
aryhrtiouSy  ana   enter prizhg.      Bentivoglio, 
has  Jet't  Us  his  Charad:er  in  the  following 
Words.   '  He  was  fays  He,   a  Man  that  had 
learned    under   the    Tuition    cf    his  Fa- 
ther, and  in  the  Management  of  the  Secret 
Affairs  o^  Charles,   to  govern  ahfolutelj^ 
rather  than  content  Himlelf  with  an  Au- 
thority limited hy  Law :    He  had  pafled,  adds 
He,   from  tlie  Service  of  the  Father^   to 
that  of  tlie  Sony  and  had  been  employed  in 
iht  fame  Aifa'irs^  with  i\\t  fame  Power.     He 
was  left  with  the  Dutchess  of  Parma,  as 
an  Arhiter  ^nd    Dire^or  cf  her  Condu^^ 
and  He  did  not  know  hew  to  moderate  the 
Authority  which  the  King  gave  Him  Leave 
to  afTume  :  He  was  naturally  haugjjty^  and 
chokr/ck,  with  a  Behaviour  more  proper  ibr 
a  Layman,  than  an  Ecclefiajlick  ,  He  loved 


{a)    S:o  Grotlus  Lib.  i.    Page  3. 

to 
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*  to  make  an  OJlentation  of  his  Q  red  it  with 
'  the  King  rather  than  to  hide  [t  ;  and  to 
*■  appear  fuperior  to  all  the  World,  without 

*  giving  Himlelf  any  Pain  about  the   Op- 

*  pofition  he  might  meet  with,  or  xht  Envy 

*  that  it  might  draw  on  Him  ;  and  This  in 
'  a  manner,  that  was  rather  mpericus  than 

*  modejl. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  tliat  the  Prince  of 
Orange^  and  Count  Eqmont  could  very  hardly 
brook  a  Man  of  this  Difpofition :  He  had 
likewife ofFended  Philip  o'i  Montmorancy- 
Count  Horn,  whom  he  had  hindred 
from  obtaining  the  Government  of  Gelder^ 
land,  to  which  he  afpircd.  Complaints  be-^ 
gan  to  be  made  of  Him,  by  all  Sorts  of 
Per(ons,  who  could  not  bear  that  a  fwgle 
Stranger  fliould  govern  ail,  and  trample 
upon  the  Nobility  fo  outragiouHy ;  'twas 
every  where  loudly  affirmed,  that  it  was 
to  his  Comcily  the  Tnqisition  owed  its! 
EjlaUifhment ;  and  the  Complaints  were 
univerfal,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  Regard 
to  the  Priviledges  of  the  Countrju 

The  Seeds  of  Difcontent  thus  propaga-^ 
ted  during  the  Miniflry  of  Granvdle,  broke 
out  into  a  Flame  under  the  Duke  of 
Alva,  whon:;  Philip  lent  lome  Time 
after  into  die  ^Netherlands  y  where  we  find 
Him  executing  with  a  harharcus  A^ivity^ 
C  ir  the 
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the  moft  rigid  Commands  of  an  mjufl  Ad-' 
mim^ration^   with  a  Kage^    and   Violence^    io 
unpi'cfidented,  that  he  has  been  defervedly 
fly  led  the  moll  Cruel  of  Mankind. 

The    Provinces     of     Holland    and 
Zealand,     which    had    been    for    feveral 
^ges  fubje£t  to  the  fame  Prince^   were   the 
Firll  to  unite  Thsmfelves    for    the  Support 
of  thtir  Vtherty^    by  a   particular  Alhance 
in    the   Year     1^76.    {a)      The    Prince 
of     Orange     William     of     Nassau, 
Governor     for    the    King    of   SPA  11^  over 
thole   Prouii:ces^    was    the  Author   of    this 
Treaty^    by  whiph  they  invejkd  Him  with 
the  Jupream  Authority^    to  govern   and   coH" 
dii^  flxm,    in  all  Matters  relating    to  the 
War;     which    they     did   not    openly  avow 
to  be   againft   the   King  cf   S^ain^  but   in: 
Oppofition  to  the   violent   and  unjuft  Govern^ 
ment  of  the  Spaniards  and  Strangers.     It  is 
even   faid    in    the    eighth    Article    of   the 
Princes  Inftrudions,  that  his  Excellency, 
in    the    Kings   Nawe,  as  Count,  of   Holland 
and  Zealand,  fliould  adminifter  Juflice^   by 
the  provincial  Council  of  the  Court  0/ Holland. 
It  is  no   where    pretended  that    the    U^ar 
was    undertaken,    for   the    fupport  of  the 


Ta)  See  the  fecond  PrODfof  WhquefortWii^i.  Dutch  ii^nd 
Freruh, 

Prote- 
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ProtefiaM  Religion  againft  the  Topilh  :  Tho' 
indeed,  the  Conftraint  that  was  put  upon 
the  Con/ciertces  of  the  Reformed,  could  not  fail 
to  weigh  with  Them,  but  the  Vi  lation 
of  their  civil  Rights,  was  in  all  likely  he  od 
a  more  powerful  Motive,  and  indeed  it  is 
evident  that  the  War  was  entered  into,  fcr 
the  Defence  of  the  common  Liberty,  and 
Priviledges  of  the  Country,  fince  tne 
Roman  Catholicks  engaged  in  It,  e- 
qually  with  the  Reformed.  It  was  infinu- 
ated,  however,  in  the  Preamble  to  the 
Princes  Inftrudions,  that  It  was  necefiary 
to  eftabliHi  a  feufid  Regulation  of  the  Honour 
due  to  God,  and  the  Propagation  of  his 
holy  Word;  and  they  go  fomething  farther 
in  the  fifteenth  Article,  where  It  is  ftipula^ 
lated,  '  That  as  to  what  refpeds  Religion, 
'  His   Highness    ihall    admit    and    main^ 

*  tain,    the  Exercife    of  the  evangelical   re- 

*  formed  Religion^  and  fliall  fuperjede  and  a-^ 

*  lolijh  the  Exercife  of  all  Religions  contrary 

*  to  the  Gospel.    Not  permitting,    how- 

*  ever,   that  any  Condraint  be  put  on  Per- 

*  fons  in  Matters  of  Confcience^  cr  that  tlic 
'  leaft  Vexation^  Injury^  or  Damage  he  of" 
^  fered  to    any    One  :    Eftablifhing    further , 

*  with  refpeft  to  the  Exercife  of  Religion^  fuch 
'  a  Regulation,   as  fliall  be  confiftent  with 

*  the  btate  of  Affairs,  cmd  of  the  Cities-^  for 

C  3  '  the 
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*  the  gxcaicr  Security  and  Conveniemy  of  the 
*■  People  ,     preferving  a  due   Regard    for 

*  I  be  Honour  of  God.  *  It  will  be  eafily 
concluded,  from  the  kmwn  Moderation  of  the 
Trince  of  Orange^  that  He  would  not  per- 
mit Them,  to  ule  the  leaft  Severity  towards 
•any  difenting  Body :  It  feemed  but  reafona- 
bleuhat  as  no  One  was  difquieted  in  the 
Tra^ice  of  his  Religion^  the  Reformed, 
who  made  i\\Q  jar  greater  Numher,  and  were 
Majlers  of  the  Country  Ihould  have  the 
Churches  tor  the  Ufe  of  their  Own 

The  Example  of  thefe  two  Provinces, 
drew  feveral  others  to  Unite,  who  at  lafl 
entred  into  an  Alhance  with  Holland  and 
2.eaiandj  v^^hich  is  called  the  Pacification 
of  Ghent,  from  being  conchoded  in  that 
Town  Bat  feveral  of  ttiefe  Provinces  ftU  a- 
gain  un .ier  the  Spanijh  Jurifdi^ion,  1  hofe  who 
preierved  their  Liter ty,  are,  CELDERLAND^ 
comprehending  the  COVNTTof  ZVTPHEM; 
HOLLAND,  with  WEST  FRIEZELAND; 
ZEALAND,  VJRECHT,  FRJZELaND, 
'a^ERlSSEL;  and  GRONINGHEN,  which 
lakes  in  the  OM/lIE LANDS,  a  Country  fitu- 
ated  between  the  Rivers  Ems,  and  Lawer. 
Thefe  Troijinces  entered  into  a  very  ftridt 
Alliance,   on   the  ^d  of  January   1579,'  (^) 


•0  See  IVlcf.  efjn^i  PriOfs  iVirw/,  3, 

which 
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which  is  called  the  Union  of  Utrecht, 
and  gave  Birtli  to    the   Commomvealth  of  the 
Vnited  Provinces.     There  is  hkcwife  a  great 
deal  of  Moderation  obferved  in  this   Treaty 
with  Refpeft  to  Religion,  fince  each  Province 
referves  to  Herfelf,   the  Liherty  of  regulating 
ecclefiajlical  Affairs,  within  her  rejpctlive  Jurij- 
ditiion.  {a)  They  had  Reafon  to  order  as  They 
did,  that  the  reformed  Rehgion  fhould  be  the 
predominant,  and  that  thofe  only^  Who  were 
Members  of  It,  lliould  be  capable  ok  hearing 
Offices   in  the  State:    But  They  declare   at 
the  fame  Time    againfl  Perfecution,  and  in- 
vite other   Provinces    to  join  Them,     with 
an  exprefs  Declaration,   that  they  ihould  be 
left   at  Liberty  to    exercife  the    Religion 
of  Rome  if  They  thought  fit.    It  would  nei- 
ther have  been  decent,  nor  confiftent  with 
natural    Equity ,    and   Prudence,    for    thofe 
who  had  luffered  fo  much  under  the  Perle- 
cut  ions  of  Alva,    to  fet  up  a    Trihunal  in 
Holland  parallel  to  That  from  which  they 
fled  J     nor  to  patronize    a    murdering    Treaty 
the  Efleds  of  which  they   had  felt  (o   fe- 
verely :    And  in  conformity  to  This,  They 
refolved  not   only  to  tcUerate   the  Roman 
Cath CLICKS,  hut  all  other  Sectaries  like" 


(a)  See  CfQiiui's  Apology. 

C  4-  ivifi 
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wife,  and  inftead  of  employing  Fire  and 
Faggot,  to  aitempt  their  Converfion  by 
Examples  of    Moderation  and  Humanity^ 

This  Confederacy  made  War  upon  the 
Spaniards  more  than  two  Years,  without 
naming  a  Renunciation  of  their  Ohedience  to 
the  ,'^i;?g  <?/  6'y).t/;^,*  till  in  1581,  (j) 
the  Vnited  Provinces^  by  a  lolemn  Edift  of 
the  twenrieth  of  January,  made  an  Abdi- 
cation of  Philip  the  ad,  whom  they 
delare  to  have  forfeited  all  Ri^ht  to  the  So- 
'vereignty  of  the  Low  Countries  :  The  States 
General  there  defcribe  very  well,  the 
Duties  of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  In-^ 
fringements  which  had  been  made  on  their 
Pnvi'edge'^,  by  the  King  of  Spain,  This 
was  their  firll  avowed  Attempt  for  Liher- 
ty,  v/hich  tiiey  had  almoft  loft  in  the  Se- 
quel, and  the  preiervation  of  It,  appears  by 
the  Hiftory  of  thofe  Times,  to  have  been 
rarlier  owing  to  divine  Providence,  than 
eitlier  their  Courage,  or  good  Conduti,  how 
eminent  f.  ever. 

The  United  Provinces  do  not 
form  one  Single  Republick,  but  are 
a  Confederacy  of  feven  diflind  Sates, 
Each    retaining  her  ptoper  Sovereignty, 

U)  See  W,c<iuejf)n\  Proofs,  $^0.  4., 

b^!: 
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but  united  together,  for  their  common  and 
reciprocal  Defence,  to  throw  ofi  the  Yoke 
of  Royalty  ,  and  maintain  Themfelves 
in  an  Independancy  of  all  other  Powers* 
Each  of  thefe  Provinces  contains  fe- 
veral  Towns,  Who,  as  fo  many  little  States, 
poflefs  likewife  within  themfelves,  feveral 
Parts  of  Sovereign  Power,  Thus,  as  the 
States  General  ,  can  neither  make 
Peace  nor  War;  form  Alliances,  or  levy 
Money  upon  the  confederate  Body  of  the 
Vmon^  without  the  exprefs  Confent  of  each 
Province  ;  neither  have  the  Provin- 
cial States  Power  to  conclude  any 
One  of  thefe  Points,  without  the  unanimous 
Concurrence  of  all  the  Towns,  who  have 
a  Right  to  depute  to  their  Assembly. 


SECt 


Sect.  I. 
OF    THE 


Town     Government. 


H  E  Siijyream  Authority  of  the 
Towns  is  lodged  in  their  re- 
fptdive  Senates,  or  Town- 
Councils.  Each  Cityhzs  her 
diftind  Laws,  Cufloms,  and 
Priviledges.  (a)  The  Number 
of  Senators  is  not  the  fame  in  all  the  Cities: 
the  Senate  of  Amsterdam  confifts  oS.  thirty  fix 


(a)    See  the  ^vani  Priviled-ze,  or  Dutch  fKa^^na   Charta^ 
grunied  by  Mary  of  BuAGU^mji  Anno  1476. 


Mem^ 
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Memlers,  Part  of  whom  have  the  Diredlion 
of  political  Affairs^  and  others  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  Ju/iice.  The  Dignity  oi  Senator  is 
for  Life,  unlefs  forfeited  by  male  Adminiflra- 
tion,  or  given  up  by  a  voluntary  Refignation 
of  l3urgelhip,  or  a  Removal  of  Habitation. 
Sir  William  Temple^  and  after  Him,  Monfieur  le 
Clerc,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Senate  u'as 
formerly  eleded  by  a  Majontj  of  all  the  Bur- 
gejfes  of  the  Toivriy  but  that  to  avoid  the  Con- 
tuiion  mfeparable  from  large  Aflemblies,  and 
Imay  add  for  other  fecret  Reafons,  the  Magis- 
trates of  a  certain  C"/2^j  of  Holland,  fo  or- 
dered the  Bufinefs,  that  the  People  in  a  ge- 
neral Aflembly  gave  up  their  Right  of  Elec- 
tion ;  fincewhidiTime  the  Senators  have 
filled  up  all  Vacancies  in  their  own  Dody ; 
and  this  Example  has  been  followed  by  all  the 
other  Towns  of  the  Province.  Monfieur  B  *  '^ 
on  the  contrary  tells  us  there  are  no  Traces 
tote  found  in  the  antient  Chronicles  of  any 
popular  Eledionj  and  that  William  the  Monk  of 
Egmont  who  fpeaks  fo  often  of  the  Town  Com- 
cils  of  Holland,  and  thofe  that  governed 
Them  in  the  twelve  and  ihirttenth  Ccjnturies, 
makes  no  Mention  of  this  Friviledge  of  the 
Veople*  It  is  not  very  material  for  us  to 
afcertain  which  of  thcle  Opinions  is  true. 
PoiTibly  the  firft  is   lo,  and  Monfieur  B  ""  ^ 

.may 
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may  have  thought  it  prudent  to  own  the  lat- 
ter, rather  than  appear  to  favour  a  Sentiment 
which feems  to  charge  his  Maflers  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Ufurpation  upon  the  Right  of  the 
Subject.  But  be  this  as  it  will,  the  Senate  alone 
has  at  prefent  the  Power  to  fill  up  Vacancies, 
and  dire£t  all  other  Aflairs  with  a  fupream 
and  ahjohite  Authority,  independant  of  the 
People  ;  agreable  to  This  the  Burgomasters 
andScHEPENs  or  Sheriffs  of  every  City,  are 
chofen  by  its  refpedtive  Semte;  the  Firft  are 
always  part  of  its  own  Body,  and  to  become 
Burgomafter,  'tis  required  to  have  ferved  the 
Office  ot  Sheriff.  There  are  twelve  Burgo' 
niaften  in  Amjlerdam^  Four  of  whom  have  the 
Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  and  are  from  thence 
called  reigning  or  regent  Burgomast- 
ers. Of  thefe  Three  aie  changed  annually, 
and  the  Fourth  continues  in  Function  a  fecond 
Year  lo  inftru6t  the  new  Comers.  He  liiie- 
wife  preddes  for  the  firft  Quarter,  and  then 
gives  Place  to  his  Colleagues^  who  in  the  fame 
manner  prefide  three  Months  alternatively, 
till  the  Year  is  finiflied  ;  which  Method, 
though  by  Experience  found  inefTedf  ual  for  the 
Purpofe,  was  at  firft  very  prudently  eftablifiied 
with  a  Defjgn  to  prevent  any  fingle  Perlon's 
acquiring  too  great  an  Autlioriry.  The  Reg- 
ent Burgomasters  reprefent  the  Majesty 
«)f  the  Government,  and  have  r^iily  all  the 
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Force  of  it  in  their  Hands.  Their  Salary  to  ap- 
peirance  is  inconfiderable  indeed,  but  ihey 
have  the  ahfokte  Difpofal  of  all  Pofts  that  be- 
come vacant  during  their  Adminiflration,  as 
well  a!i  of  the  publick  Treasure  and  Re- 
venue ot  the  town.  And  to  prevent  all 
Contention  and  Animofity  about  the  Dona- 
tion of  Places,  They  generally  agree  that  each 
of  them  in  his  Turn,  ihall  difpofe  abfolutely  of 
all  thofc  that  become  vacant  during  the  three 
Months  that  He  is  Frefident, 

In  Them  is  lodged  the  Power  to  admit 
Sfra^?gers  into  the  Freedom  and  Burgefii^  of 
their  Tuwns,  and  to  hanijh  thofe  whom  they 
think  proper,  without  any  previous  Procejsy 
or  afTigning  any  Caufc  or  Reafon  for  fo  hard 
a  Procedure.  Nor  can  the  p  r  o  v  i  n  cija  l 
Court  of  Justice  ifTue  any  Mandate  2Lg^vci^ 
fuch  an  A6t  ot  Bam[hment  or  Profcription  ; 
neither  does  there  in  Reality  lie  any  Appeal 
even  to  the  States  Themlelves  ;  but  when 
Complaints  of  this  Nature  have  been  brought 
betore  them,  the  Magiflrates  have  found 
themfelves  obliged  in  common  Decency  as 
well  as  Juftice  to  affign  the  Reafons  that  de- 
termined Them  to  fo  great  a  Severity. 

However,  as  this  may  perhaps  appear  in- 
confiftent  with  the  Liberty  and  Maxims  of  a 
Ri:publick,   I  ihall  cite  the  following  Ex- 
amples 
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amplcs  from  an  Author^  who  cannot  be  fuf- 

pedicd  of  Partiality  (a) 

*  The  Magistrates  of  Dort  having  in 
the  Year  i<^76,  forbid  certain  Perlons 
to  enter  their  City,  Thele  addre/Ted 
the  .States,  who  ordered  them,  firft 
to  obey  the  Magtjlratesy  and  then  per- 
mitted them  to  exhibit  their  Com- 
plaints. 

'  Nine  Years  afterwards,  the  fame  Town 
cf  Dorty  having  baniflied  two  Brothers, 
Messieurs  Vander  Myle^  They  de- 
manded Satisra61:ion  from  the  States, 
•who  refolved  to  write  to  the  Town  of 
Dorr,  in  order  to  be  informed  ot  the 
Fa£t,  an^  to  how  what  the  Magifl rates 
had  to  offer,  before  they  would  proceed 
to  rcinftate  Them. 

'In  1618,  two  Burgefies  of  Harlem 
having  been  banifned,  they  petitioned 
the  H'tq}}  Court  cf  Jujlke,  in  order  to  be 
re-edabJilhcd  in  their  Country,  from 
whence,  they  faid,  they  had  been  un- 
jufily  expelled.  The  Town  juflified  her 
Condu£l:  by  a  publick  Writing,  and  upon 
this  it  was  rclolved,  that  thole,  who  for 
the   Future,    fliould   upon  (uch  Occafions 


(a)  Monfieuc   -Ba/w^^  Defcription  Hiftoricjue.  &f.  P.6!. 
Sett,  ix  and  x. 

*  addrefs 
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addrefs  themfelves  to  the  Court  of  Juflke^ 
Ihould  be  referred  to  the   States  of  the 
Province,  or   to  their  Deputies  ad  In- 
'  terim,  'till  the  States  (liould   aflemble. 

Thus  far  Monfieur  Bafnage.  But  if  the 
City  Magiftrates  are  in  fome  Meafure  obliged 
to  juftity  Afts  cf  Banilhment,  there  are 
other  Kinds  of  punifliment,  and  thofe  too, 
out  of  the  common  Courfe  of  ordinary 
Juftice,  which  they  inflict  by  Virtue  of 
the  Power  derived  from  their  Legijlative 
Capacity;  without  the  lead  Reference  to 
the  States  of  the  Province.  Thus,  at  Amfter- 
ciam,  in  1712,  They  informed  me,  the  Bur- 
gomasters had  very  lately  condemned  an 
Advocate  to  perpetual  Imprifonment^  for 
having  defended  his  Client  with  too  great 
a  Liberty,  in  a  Caufe  that  affeded  the  /«- 
terejl  and  Authority  of  the  Government,  Per- 
haps the  candid  and  impartial  Reader,^  will 
interpret  the  Behaviour  of  that  unhappy 
Pleader,  into  an  honejl  Boldnefs^  rather  than 
too  licentious  a  Freedom ;  but  fuppofing  the 
worft,  'tis  hard  to  imagine  any  Degree  of 
Liberty  of  Speech,  ufed  at  the  Bar,  that 
could  deferve  fo  levere  a  Treatment,  utter- 
ly inconfiftent  with  that  Modefly  that  ought 
always  to  be  obferved  in  the  Government  of 
a  Repuhlick^  as  well  as  the  natural  Freedom  of 
Mankind. 

The 
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The  Dirpofition  of  the  pullkk  Money  is  re- 
gulated by  a  Majority  of  the  Burgomafters  Re- 
gents, who  arc  the  only  Judges  ot  what  is  for 
the  /idvantagCy  Safety^  or  Magnificence  of  tlie 
City.  But  this  is  not  all ;  They  demand  a  pre- 
vious  Communication  of  all  Propofitions  that 
are  defigned  for  the  Deliheraticn  of  the  Senate^ 
which  They  either  rejed  or  accept,  as  they 
tliink  proper  ;  for  thtfe  Gentlemen  claim  a 
Privilcdge  ol  judging  of  the  Fitnefs  of  all  Sub- 
jt£ts,  ot  which  there  is  a  notable  Inflance  in 
the  Pcrfon  of  William  the  Second  Prince  of 
Orange,  upon  the  Refufal  the  Tow^n  of  A^vfler^ 
darn  made  to  admit  Him  to  an  Audience  in  full 
Senate- 

'  If  sny  Pcrfon,  fay  They,  has  a  Propofiticn 

*  of  Importance  to  make'^  and  den:ands  Au- 

*  dience  of  the  Senate,  the  Law  diredis  that 
'  He    fliould   addrefs   Hiwfelf  to  the  Burgo* 

*  maflers,  and  make  them  aaiuainted  with  Us 
'  Dcfign,  that  they  may  judge  whether  the  Audi^ 
'  ence  ought  to  he  granted  cr  not. 

From  this  previous  Communication  of 
Adairs  to  the  Burgomafters,  it  is  in  a  manner 
evident  that  they  are  virtually  Maftcrs  of 
every  thing  that  relates  to  the  City  indepen- 
dar.tly  of  the  Senate ;  Hnce  they  have  ic  in 
l\vz\i  Vo\^<tx  ahjohjtely  to  rejed  vobatfoever  dif- 
pleafes  them,  and  Will  certainly  never  bring  a 
Point  into  Debate  when  They  are  not  fure 

to 
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to  carry  the  Queftion,    The  Town  Councils  of 
Holland  are  of  a  very  antient  Inftitution.  Even 
in  the  time  of  the  Counts  there  was  a  Set  of 
Men  in  every  City,  elevated  to  a  certain  De- 
gree above  their  Neighbours,  who  had  an  Eye 
to  the  Security  of  the  Goverw/ient^  and  regula- 
ted the  Taxes  that  were  levied  for  the  Service 
of  the  PuhlicL    The  Authority  of  thefe  Coun- 
cils was  very  much  ftrengthned  by  Charles 
V.  in  his  perpetual  Edi^  of  1540,  where  that 
great  Emperok.  ordains  that  in  their  Elections 
no  Regard  fliould  be    had   to  Confanguinity^ 
or  other  private  Motives-,    but  that    Perfons 
ihould  be  chofen   eminent  either  for  Birth 
or    Merit',    and  that    inftcad   of  preferring 
Men    that   would    incur   the    Contempt    of 
the  Teople  by  any  Weaknefs  in  their  Con- 
du6t,  they  ihould  even  depofe  fuch  after  they 
were  elected.    How  far  thele  Di  regions  con- 
tinue to  be  complied  with,  and  what  Influence 
the  Senate,  or  rather  the  Burgomafiers  of  Am-^ 
fierdam^  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  upon  thd 
Affairs  of  the  united  Provinces^  will  probably 
fall  again  under  our  Confideration  in  the  Se- 
quel of  this  Difcourfe. 

The  ScHEPENS  or  Sheriffs  make  the  chief 
Court  of  Juflice  in  each  City.  In  Ar/i/ler- 
dam  there  are  nine,  of  whom  feven  are 
eledted  annually,  and  two  remain  a  fecond 
Year  as  in  the  Inftance  of  the  Bargomaftcrs* 

D  Fo 


34         B  A  T  AV  I  A      Part  L 

For  this  Ele^ion  the  Semite  names  fourteen 
Perfons,  of  whom  the  Burgomaflers  chufe 
Seven  ,•  and  as  thofe  have  the  Direction  of 
Political  Affiiirs,  fo  the  Sheriffs  have  the 
Adminidration  of  Jultice,  both  Civil  and 
Criminal:  But  before  they  condemn  a 
Perfon  to  Death,  they  always  ask  the  Ad- 
vice of  their  Burgomafters  upon  the  Merits 
of  the  Caufe,  without  being  obliged,  how- 
ever, to  acquiefce  in  their  Opinion,  and 
they  fometimes  give  Judgment  contrary  to 
It:  But  there  lies  an  Appeal  from  their 
Sentence,  as  well  in  criminal  as  civil  Caufes, 
to  the  high  Court  of  the  Province' 

Where  the  Punifliment  is  capital,  not  only 
the  Proof  of  the  Crime  is  required  to  be  ex- 
treamly  evident,  but  the  Prisoner  Himfelf 
mud  confefs  it.  Indeed,  they  imploy  the 
Wreck  and  other  Tortures,in  order  to  extort 
Confeffion,  which  human  Nature  can  very 
hardly  bear  up  againft :  Yet  fome  there 
have  been  wlio  have  fufFered  all  the  Pains 
they  could  inflid  with  wonderful  Conftan- 
cy.  And  upon  this  Occafion,  the  Reader 
will  not  be  dipleafed  if  I  give  him  a  fiiort 
Story  which  every  Traveller  is  told  in  Hoi' 
lanJy  of  a  notorious  Delinquent,  named  Ja- 
QUEs  or  Jacqijo  ;  who  from  the  Variety 
of  his  Offences,  his  behaviour  upon  his 
Xryal,  and  liis  Refolutionin  bearing  every 

Tonurt 
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Torture  without  owning  any  Thing,  became 
the  Subjed  of  all  Converlation.     The  late 
Czar  of  Muscovy  was  then  zi  Amjicrdam^ 
and  tho'  there  was  little  Appearance  of  Suc- 
cefs,  yet  ambitious  peihaps  of  prev^ailing  by 
his  Eloquence^  Where  the  Wreck  had  been  in- 
effectual ;  he  thought  fit  to  vifit  the  Prijoncr^ 
and  promifed  to  intercede   for  his  Pardon, 
upon  cenditton  He  would  confefs  to  Him.     The 
Story  ends  thus,  that  Jac^no  heard  his  Ma- 
jesty attentively,  and  then  ask'd  iiim  if  He 
could  keep  a    Secret 'e    To  which  the  Czar 
having  anfwered,  Tes;  the  other  replied,  So 
can  Itoo^  and  turned  away  immediately.  The 
Reader  will  be  apt  to  wifh  him  his  Pardon,  but 
his  Crimes  were  of  fo  heinous  a  Nature,  and 
fo  fully  proved,  that  the  Magtftrates  difpenfed 
with  his  ConfefTion,  and  broke  through  the 
ordinary  Methods  of  Juftice  to  execute  Him. 
The  Ele^ton  of  Sheriffs  is  managed  pretty 
much  in  the  fame  manner  in  all  the  Cities  of 
Holland^  except  Rotterdam.,  where  the  Memkrs 
of  the  Senate  draw  Lots  who  fliall  eledt  Them. 
I    muft  not  omit    to    mention    another 
Court  of    Juftice.,    inferiour  to   that   of  the 
Schepensy    which  feems  extreamly  well   cal- 
culated for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  Sub- 
ject.    This  Board  confifts  of  eight  or  Ten 
Members,    ftiled  Peace-makers,  who  are 
generally,  young  Gentlemen  of  the  Citjj  v\'ith 

D  X  one 
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one  ex  per  ie  rice  J  Magiftrate  at  the  Head  of 
them.  Tney  take  Cognifance  of  civil  Caufes, . 
to  the  Amount  of  a  certain  Sum,  which  I 
think,  is  about  Fifcy  Pounds  Sterling.  The 
Mvthocl  of  proceeding  is  by  Way  of  Cita- 
tion. Tr.e  Creditor  Summons  his  Dehor  to 
appear  j  and  after  the  FaO:  has  been  dated, 
and  \jQ\ki  Sides  heard,  ihe  Peace-makers  deter- 
mine what  ought  to  be  done,  and  order 
the  Parries  to  comply  with  It;  but  there 
lies  an  Appeal  from  their  Decifion  to  the 
Sijbepens* 

After  the  Burgom^iflers^  the  Ofice  of  greateil 
Weight,  and  Authority  in  the  Cities,  is  that 
cf  ScHouT,  or  Bailiff.  This  Perfon  is  en* 
truded  with  the  Government,  of  the  feveral 
Hospitals:  tlie  Orphans,  Lunaticks, 
and  other  Toor.,  are  committed  to  his  Care  j 
and  He  alone  appoints  th&  Manager s,  and 
hjpe^ors  of  thefe  poor  People.  It  is  his  Bufi- 
nels  to  prevent  all  diforders  in  the  Town ; 
He  only  receives  Informations ^  takes  cogni- 
fance of  all  Critr.es^  leizes  and  commits  the 
Offenders  to  Prifon^  prolecutes  Them  before 
the  Sheriffs,  and  is  charged  with  the  Exe- 
cution ot  the  Sentence-  hie  has  Iikewife  the 
Right  of  appealing  from  the  Dicifiop  of  the 
Sheriffs^  to  tlie  Provincial  high  Courty  when 
ever  he  thinks  their  Sentence  too  favourable 
%Q  tiie  Prijoner.     He  is,  if  I  may  he  allowed 

the 
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the  Exprefion,   the  Firft  Minifier  o^theLnv; 
and  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the 
Sui>je^,  That  tiiis  Ofice  iliould  beexecued 
by  a  Perfon  of  Worth  and  hfegrity:  for  as  the 
Schouts  are  the  of^ly  Oncers  whofe  immedi- 
ate Duty  it  is  to  profecute  Offences  of  every 
Kind  committed  againft  the  civil  Magi  fir  ate, 
fo  it  is  mtGrious  that  they  ofcen  exercile  a  Pri- 
viledge  of  commuting  with  Ojfenders^  even  when 
the  Crimes  are  of  the  llackeft  Dye ;  and  for 
Money,  the  Profecution  jhall  he  dropped,  or  [? 
the  Affair  has  taken  Wmd,  the  Indiclmcnt  fliall 
be  laid  \x\  [uch  Terms  as  leave  the  Party  Room 
to  evade  it.-    and  by  fuch  Pradtices,  this  Office 
is  amongft  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  Country. 
It  is  impoffible  this  fhould  efcape  the  Notice  of 
the  Senators,  but  as  they  may  all  exped  to  be 
Schout  in  their  Turns,  they  are  contented  to 
adt  the  Part  of  filent  Ohfervers,  and  wink  at 
Practices  which  muft  one  Day  fill  their  own 
Coffers   I  muft   not    omit   one   Regulation, 
which  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  is  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  this  Oilicer,  contributes  very 
much  to  preferve  the  puhlick  Peace-    This  is 
an  Order   of  the  Senate^  which  I  think  pre^ 
vails  in  every  Town  and  Village  of  Holland, 
that  no  Chjnirgeon  fliall  drefs  a  Wound,  without 
gwing  immediate  Notice  of  it  to  the  Schout  i 
who  i>  by  this  means,  made  acquainted  with 
every  Broil  or  Quirrel ;  and  as  all  Breaches,  of 
O  3  th 
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the  Peace,  fuch  as  DueU'mgy  Scouring  xh^Watchy 
beating  up  a  licenced  Bordel^  breaking  Win' 
dows^  &c.  are  all  puniiliable  in  the  fame  man^ 
ner  as  Pilfering^  by  hranding  or  whipping  upon 
a  puhlick  Scaffold^  if  the  Schout  prolecutcs 
with  Rigour,  People  are  very  cautious  how 
they  ofiend,  and  bring  themfelves  under  a 
Neceffity   of  compounding. 

Every  Town  has  kveml  ful>altern  Officers^ 
of  whom  the  Principal  are  the  Pensionary, 
and  thePiECEivER  general'  The  Fe«^<7»^- 
r>  is  always  a  Lawyer,  and  ought  to  be  per- 
fediy  acquainted  with  the  Ordinances  and 
Cuftoms  of  his  City,  of  which  He  is  the 
Mouth  on  all  publick  Occafions.  It  is  his  Bufi- 
nefs  to  defend  the  Right  of  his  Town  againft 
the  Pretenfions  of  her  J^eighhours^  and  He  may 
V-every  properly  flii'd  the  Jirft  Minifter  of  the 
Seyi:tte.  Ths  Receizer  general  disburfes  accor- 
ding 10  Order  from  the  Regent  BurgotnaJlerS' 
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Sect,   II. 

OF     THE 

Provincial    Government, 


E  have  already  faid,  that  each 
of  the  feven  Provinces  is  abfo- 
lute  Miilrefs  of  Herfelf,  re- 
taining a  dijlM  and  feparate 
Sovereignty  independant 
of  the  other  Members  of  the 
Union.  The  Supream  Authority  is  lodged 
in  the  united  Body  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Nobility  and  the  Towns  j  who  are  ac- 
cordingly invefted  with  the  Power  of  en- 
ad-ing  Laws ;  of  making  H^ar  and  Peace^ 
as  far  as  regards  their  own  Province  ;  coin- 
ing Mjw^j;  levying  Taxes;  raifing  Soldiers i 
creating  and  conferring  Offices ;  and  all  the 
other  branches  of  ahjokte  mdfoverei^tt  Power* 
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Each  Province  directs  the  exterior  Government 
of  the  Church  ;  regulates  the  Modes  of 
publick  Wc^fhip ;  and  keeps  a  watchful 
Eye  over  the  Condudt  of  Her  Synocls  and 
C/ergy ;  vvhofe  Maintainance  She  provides  for, 
as  Weil  as  for  the  Buildings  and  Repairs  of 
the  Churches* 


OF     THE 
l^ROVINCE    of  GelDERLAND, 


HE  ancient  Sicambri  (^a)  who 
inhabited  Zutphen  and  the  reft 
of  the  Country  now  called 
Gelderland,  fituated  between 
ihe  iVlAEzE  and  the  Rhine,  were  the  laft 
that  fubmitted  to  the  G(n;ernntent  of  the 
HoMANs,  and  the  firft  to  Ihake  ofF  their 
Yoke,  upon  the  Decknfion  of  the  Empire. 
G  elder  land  was  eredted  into  an  Ear  Idem  ^  in 


(a^  Ovid  fpeaks  thus   of  the  Sieambri. 


|kVf  lihi  eleletos,  fetsrit  narrare  S'lcamhros 


1079, 
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1079,  by  the  Emperor  Henry  the  3d, 
in  Favour  of  Otho  Count  of  Nassau; 
under  which  Title  his  Pofterity  conti- 
nued to  govern  It,  'till  the  Year  13;9, 
when  It  was  made  a  Dutchy,  by  the  Em- 
peror Lewis  of  Bavaria,  in  Favour  of 
Renald  of  Nassau  ,  firnamed  the  Red. 
It  would  be  the  Bufinefs  of  a  general  Hifto- 
rian  to  take  notice  of  the  feveral  Revolu- 
tions that  may  have  happened,  and  the  Ac- 
quifitions  that  have  been  made  from  Time  to 
'rime  by  the  feveral  Princes  who  have  been 
at  the  Head  of  this  Province. 

Gelderland,  fuch  as  it  is  at  prelent, 
is  compofed  of  three  Quarters;  Nimeghen^ 
Zutphen^  and  Arnheim  of  the  Velaw-  The 
Fourth,  called  the  hiqj}  ^uarter^  containing 
the  Towns  of  GeUer^  Venlo^  and  Ruremonde^ 
remained  fubjed:  to  the  King  of  Spain 
by  the  Treaty  of  Munster,  and  after 
feveral  Revolutions,  Venlo,  with  the  great- 
eft  Parr  of  the  Country  was  lately  given 
up  to  the  States  General,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  Gelder  was  yielded  to  the  King 
of  Prussia,  and  Ruremond  with  all  its  De- 
pendancies,  referved  to  the  Emperor.*  The 
firft  Quarter  contains  the  Towns  o^  Nimeghert^ 

*  See  the  i8th  Article  of  the  Barrier  Treaty,  concluded 
at  Antimer^f  ra  171  5. 
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Tiel  and  Bommel ;  in  the  fecond  are  thofe  of 
XutpheHy  Doesherg^  Doetechem,  Zochem,  Grolly 
dec.  and  the  Third  has  Arnheim,  Harderwike^ 
Wageninghen,  Hattem^  and  Elhourgh^  all  which 
have  their  diftind:  Forms  of  Government  and 
particular  Priviledges. 

Each  Quarter  has  her  own  AfTembly, 
which  confifts  of  three  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nohtlityy  and  three  for  each  town  ;  whiift  the 
Provincial  States  are  compofed  of  two  Depu- 
ties from  each  Quarter ;  Oat  for  the  Towns, 
and  the  other  on  tne  Part  of  the  Nobiiiiy ;  be- 
tween whom  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Province 
is  equally  divided.  Tiie  Court  of  Justice 
eftabliihed  in  the  Town  of  Arnheim,  con- 
vene^ t'-e  provincial  Adembly,  and  has  a  Power 
refembhng  that  of  the  States  Deputies  in 
other  Provinces.  The  three  principal  Towns, 
Nimeghen,  Zutphcn^  and  Arnheim^  convene  the 
States  of  their  own  Difinds,  and  prefide  in 
their  refpeclive  Arfemblies  Nimeghen  is  a 
very  anrjent  Town,  and  a  Fiefo^  the  Empire y 
to  whom  (he  does  Homage,  and  pays  certain 
Acknowledgmenis.  (j) 


(a)  Nepcrcio,  ha  altra,  Suggcttione  con  I'Imperio  fe 
rion  una  picciola  Ricoaofcenza  t'Cirimonia  di  Tributo,  e 
qu;lto  che  ogni  anno  manda  per  huomo  cfprelfo  all  Aquis 
g,(ana  un  ^uanto  pieno  di  pepe,  Guicciard  Defcriccionc 
?♦  157- 
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Monsieur  le  Clerc  tells  us  the  Bur- 
grave  of  NiMEGHEN  is  bom  Trepdent  of  the 
States  o^G  elder  land  ^  which  is  contradided  by 
others  who  fay  he  is  eleded,  and  'tis  poflible 
the  People  may  be  amufed  with  fomething 
like  an  Eledlion,  at  mofl  pro  Forma^  like 
that  which  we  fee  pra([ticea  at  the  Coro* 
station  of  feme  Sovereign  Princes  in  ^uropCy 
where  the  People  are  asked  ij  they  will  have 
fuch  a  Perfon  for  their  King.  The  Town  of 
Zutphen^  Singly  has  an  equal  Right  of  mak- 
ing Ofeicers,  and  giving  Places,  with  all 
the  little  Towns  ot  her  Diflridl  together.  The 
Magijlracy  is  for  Life  in  this  Province  ;  and  the 
Uobilitj  have  the  Priviledge  of  bearing  Of- 
fices. 


OF   THE 


Province  of  Holland. 


Amertus  in  his  Panegyrick  to 
Ma  XI  MI  AN  has  given  us  a  De-> 
fcription  of  Holland  that  an-? 

fwers    extreamly  well     to    the 

prelent  Condition  of  a  great  Part  of  that 

Pri^ 
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Trovince.  Qi)  Your  divlfle"  Expeditions  , 
fays  He  to  that  Emperor^  '  have  extended 
'  to  a  Country  fo  extreamly  moifl  and  watry^ 
'  that  it  can  hardly  be  called  Land^  Both 
'  Men  and  Beafls  leave  the  Traces  of  their 

*  Footfteps  behind    them  ;     and    run   the 

*  Hazard  o^  Jinkiyig  as  they  walk.  Thofe  Parts 

*  of  the  Country  which  feem  dry  and  firm^ 
'  quake  and  tremble  under  your  Feet;  One 

*  v/ould  think  the  Earth  felt  the  Weight  of 

*  t\\Q  '^^2iX\  flie  carries,  and  bent  beneath  the 

*  Burthen     'Tis  a  floating  Mafs,  which  being 

*  fufpended  is  never  fettled.  The  Sea  walhes 
'  its  Shores  ;  and  the  Waal  and  Rhine  en- 
'  fold  and_  water  it  with  Variety  of  Wind- 
^  ings  and  Separations.    Thus,  Caesar,  your 

*  Troops  were  forced  to  make  a  Kind  of  Sea-- 
'  Fight  upon  Land;  and  ccmbat  with  the 
'  Water  as  well  as  the  Enemy. 

We  have  already  faid  that  Holland 
was  originally  governed  by  Earls;  but  who 
was  the  firft  of  Thefe,  and  how  the  Succeilion 
was  continued,  or  whether  there  was  a  re-- 
gulir  Succeflion  or  not,  is  extreamly  difficult 
to  determine.  Mod  Hiftorians  agree  that 
Charles  the  bald,  gave  the  Earldom  to 
Thieri,  whom  He  brought  at  the  Head  of 


(«)  Piiiegyrrcr  veteiesi 
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a  numerous  Army,  in  order  to  inftali  him  in 
It,-    and 'tis  added  thut  the  fame  Pcrfon  was 
made  Forester  of  Wasda  in  Zealand 
by  Lewis   the  German,  (a")     But  Monjieur 
^  *  *  contefts  both  thefe  Opinions,  and  t^Ws 
Us  that  'tu  as  not  the  Cuftom  in  the  Time  of 
Charlemagne  or  his  Grand  (on  Charles  the  Laid, 
abfolutely  to  give  away  the  Soveraignty  of 
Provinces  to  thofe  whom  Tiiey  eflabUlhed  in 
the  Government  of  them.     Tliefe  Primes  fent 
their  Counts  to  do  Juftice  to  the  People,  by 
putting  the  Laws  in  Execution  ,♦  and  to  de- 
fend Them  from  the  Invafions  of  their  Ene- 
mies ;  and  tho'  they  might  fometimes  con- 
tinue the  Son  of  a  deceafed  Governor  in  his  Fa- 
thers Employments,  yet  He  was  by  no  means 
Proprietor  of  the  Country. 

It  is  not  confiftent  with  the  Shortness  of 
this  Tra£i:,  nor  is  it  indeed  worth  much  Pains 
to  determine  who  was  the  firft  Soveraign  Earl 
oiPlolland,  Whoever  He  was,  his  Power  was 
extreamly  limited,  and  we  are  told  He  could 
not  afliime  the  Government  without  the  Con- 
fent  o(  the  Mol^ility  and  PeopkyWhoiQ  Oath  of 


C<3)  Wasda,  certain  Lands  fo  called  from  being  fre- 
quently covered  with  Mud  and  Slime  thrown  upon  Them  by 
Inondations.  Vase,  is  an  o\d  French  Word  which  in  certain 
Provinces  of  Frame  is  ftill  uaderftcod  to  fignify  Mud  or 

SiitHc. 

Allegiance 
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Allegiance  was  relative  to  that  which  the  Count 
took  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Prtviledges. 
It  is  not  long  fince  They  Ihewed  a  little  Hill 
near  Hemskirk^  upon  which  the  old  Cane- 
MARiANs  ufed  to  mount  the  Earl  of  Holland 
on  the  Day  of  his  Inauguration^  and  receive  his 
Oath  oi  Government  ;  which  being  repeated  in 
all  the  confiderable  Towns  of  the  Province, 
They  then  fent  Him  fuch  a  Tax,  as  they  had 
thought  fit  to  impofe  upon  Themfelves,  which 
we  may  be  fure  was  moderate  enough  ;  nor 
did  They  think  Themfelves  obliged  to  pay 
any  Thing  when  their  Earl  did  not  refide  a- 
mongft  Them.  And  thus  the  Hiftorians  of  that 
Time  take  notice  that  Earl  William  who 
was  elected  King  of  the  Romans,  and  had  a 
confiderable  Share  in  the  Intrigues  and  Poli- 
ticks of  that  Age,  w^as  obliged  to  come  into 
Ho/land  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  receive 
his  Revenue,  which  fome  Cities  refufed  to 
pay  in  his  Abfence.  They  tell  us  of  three 
Circumftances  only,  which  authorized  the 
Counts  to  demand  extraordinary  Supplies  of 
the  People.  The  frfi  was  the  Marriage 
either  of  their  Children^  their  Brothers^  or  Si- 
fters ;  the  fecond  w\\Qn  any  near  Relation  was 
made  a  Knight,  a  Ceremony  in  thofe  Days 
performed  with  a  great  deal  of  Magnificence; 
and  laftly  when  They  were  cited  to  attend  the 
Emperor,  vvhofe  ValTals  They  were,  either 

in 
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in  his  Wars,  or  upon  any  other  Occafion.  Tn 
fuch  Cafes  not  being  able  from  their  own  Fund 
to  fupport  the  neceflary  Expence,  They  were 
obliged  to  have  Recourfe  to  the  Subje£t,  whofe 
natural  Fiercenefs  of  Temper  and  Hatred  of 
Servitude  being  cheriihed  and  improved  by  fo 
great  a  Liberty,  the  Governwent  was  upon  ev- 
ery Occafion  difturbed  with  Complaints  and 
popular  Commotions. 

But  when  the  Province  of  Holland  became 
fubjed  to  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Thofe 
Frinces^  who  could  not  be  prefent  in  every 
Part  of  their  Dominions,  nor  govern  Them 
according  to  their  diftind  Priviledges,  were 
obliged  to  change  the  antient  Form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  create  two  new  Ofices  in  Holland ^ 
one  of  which  was  that  of  City  Count, 
which  anfwers  to  the  rmdern  Schout  or  Town- 
Bailiff;    and  the  other    that  of   the  pro- 
vincial Stadtholder,    or  Vice    Count, 
who  took  care  of  all  Affairs  relating  to  the 
Soveraignty ;  regulated  the  taxes^  and  conve- 
ned the  Provincial  States  when  new  ones  were 
to  be  impofed. 

The  Provincial  Affemhly  was  not  inflituted 
however  till  the  Beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
Century;  and  then  the  Right  of  convening  It 
was  entirely  lodged  in  tht  Stadtboldery'who  cal- 
led the  Nobility  and  the  Deputies  of  the  prin- 
cipal Towns  together,  and  addreflcd  himfeif  to 

them 


B  A  T  AV  1  A    Part  I. 

them  in  the  Name  of  his  Mafter.  But 'twas  not 
long  before  the  States  aflumed  the  Priviledge 
o\  aflembling  without  the  Interpofition  of  the 
Governor^  whenever  they  had  a  mind  to  debate 
upon  any  Point  of  Importance.  We  find  Wil- 
liam I.  Prince  o\  Orange  contefting  this 
wiihThem  in  Right  of  his  Mafter  Philip  2d. 
The  Prince  affirmed  that  the  States  c^uld 
not aflemblc  without  his  Order,  as  Stadtho^er 
of  ih&  Kiyig  of  Spain;  tcwhicnthey  anfwered, 
that  when  new  Taxes  were  to  be  impofed. 
&xc  St acit holder  \\d.d  indeed  a  Right  to  convene 
Them  ;  but  that  upon  all  other  Aft'airs,  when 
either  former  Laws  were  to  be  revifed^  the 
puhiick  Accounts  ir?fpeded,  or  when  sny  parti- 
cular Intereft  of  the  province  required  It, 
Tliey  had  a  Right  to  cfiemble  upon  the 
Citation  of  tlie  Receiver,  or  Advocate  General 
of  the  Province^  which  lad  Charge  an  Avers  to 
the  modern  pofl  of  Grand  Penfionary.  The 
Diipute  v/as  brouglitbeiore  the  Dutchess  cf 
Parma,  then  Governess  of  the  Nether- 
lands, who  determined  in  Favour  of  the  Pro^ 
vince^  in  hopes  w  ithout  doubt  to  have  fcf tned 
the  prcfent  ill  Temper  of  the  People ;  but  the 
Prince  obtained  an  Order  from  the  fame  Hand, 
forbidding  the  States  to  ailemble  without  his 
FerraiOion  ;  of  which  the  Town  of  Dort  im* 
mediately  complained,  and  the  Difpute  was 
not  terminated^  when  the  enfuing  Troubles 
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deflroyed  the  antient  Form  of  Govern- 
ment, and  introduced  a  new  One,  the 
Delcription  of  which,  we  are  now  encering 
upon. 

The  States  of  Holland,-  confift  of  the 
NoBTLiTY.  and  xht  Reprefentatives  of  thole 
Towns  which  have  a  Right  to  depute  to' 
the  Provincial  J (femhly.  It  depends  on  the 
Nolle s  to  fill  up  the  Vacancies  that  hap- 
pen in  their  own  Body,  and  to  aug- 
ment their  Number  as  They  pieafe,-  bu£ 
to  capacitate  a  Perfon  for  that  Eledi- 
on,  he  mufl  be  pofleiled  of  a  Lordship^ 
or  a  FiEFE  Nop.LE  in  the  Tro-vime. 
They  have  tlie  /r/?  Rank  amongll:  the  Siatesi 
and  the  fir(i  Vote  of  Nineteen^  which  de- 
termine the  Refolutions  of  that  AjferriLly, 
They  are  underflood  to  give  their  Votes 
propria  Jure;  and  'tis  to  preferve  that 
Dillinftion,  that  the  States  infert  this 
Claufe  in  their  Refoiutions,  {The  Lords, 
Chevaliers  ;  The  Deputies  of  the 
TowNSj  in  the  Name^  and  en  the  Fart 
of  the  Burgomasters  and  Regents  of 
the  faid  TowN^  confent^  &c.}  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  tiie  who!e  Body  of 
the  t^ohility  have  but  one  Voice,  which 
is  pronounced  by  the  Grand  Pension a- 
KY,   as  Penfionary  of   their  Order.     Tliey 
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poflcfs  Church  and  Abbey  Lands  to  a 
great  Value;  One  of  their  Body  is  always 
a  Deputy  to  the  States  Gcmral;  They  have 
a  Second  in  the  Council  of  State  ;  a  J  bird  in 
the  Council  of  States  Deputies^  where  he  is 
always  Prefident ;  Two  more  are  Commijfio^ 
Tiers  of  the  admiralties  of  Amjlerdam  and 
Rotterdam;  Two  are  Members  of  the 
high  Court  of  Juflice ;  and  for  30  Years 
pad,  They  have  had  Two  more  in  the 
Direction  of  the  Eaft  India  Companj;  all 
which  Employments  are  for  Life. 

"Whilfi  the  Province  of  Hdland  remained 
under  the  Government  of  her  Earls^  even 
down  to  the  Time  of  Philip  the  id,  The 
Towns  which  had  a  Right  to  depute  to 
the  provincial  AfTembly,  were  only  Six ; 
Dortj  Harlem,  Delft,  Lcydcn^  Amperdam, 
and,  Tergoiv ;  but  in  1^79-,  when  the  Z/^i- 
en  of  Vtrecbt  was  formed,  William  Prince  of 
Orange,  either  for  encouraging  the  Country 
the  better  to  refift  Spain,  or  to  eflablilh 
his  own  Authority,  invited  the  fmall  Towns 
to  fend  their  Deputies  to  the  Provincial 
Aff'emhly,  where  all  thofe  who  came  were 
jjdmiued,  and  ftill  retain  that  Priviledge. 
Theie  were,  Roterdam^  Gornichem^  Schedam^ 
Scboonhovenj  and  the  Brill^  in  South  Hol- 
land:  Hcrn^  Enchuyfen^  and  MedenUichy 
fituated  according  to  the   old    Divifion  of 
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the  Countr)^  in  West  Friesland  :  And 
Alkmaer,  Etlam^  Monikendanu^  and  Furmnrenty 
in  North  Holland.  Tiic  Diftinftion  of 
great  and  (mall  Towns,  is  fo  rar  kept  up, 
however,  that  in  South  Holland^  only  the 
feven  Fi'rfl  have  a  Right  to  depute  to  the 
Aljemhly  of  the  States  Cefierai;  Gcrnkhem, 
which  is  the  Fighth,  deputing  only  to  the 
Council  of  State;  as  Horn  and  Enchuyfen 
in  WeH  Friedand^  and  Jlkmaer  in  North 
Holla?idy  are  the  only  Towns  in  their  re- 
fpeSlive  Diftri6ls,  which  fend  their  Members 
to  both  thofe  Aflemblie?.  Each  City  fends 
what  Number  of  Deputies  ilie  pleafes  to 
the  Provincial  AfTembly ,  becaufe  they 
have  jointly  but  one  Voice ;  and  the  lit- 
tle Town  of  Skedam  or  Purmurent  has  as 
plenary  a  Right  as  the  moft  powerful,  and 
opulent. 

The  Perfons  deputed  by  the  Cities  to 
reprefent  Them  in  the  Provincial  AfTembly 
mufl  be  always  taken  out  of  their  re- 
fpedive  Senates;  there  is  conftantly  a  Bur- 
gomafter  at  the  Head  of  the  Deputation  | 
with  the  Penfionary  and  a  Secretary  of  the 
Town,  who  are  thofe,  that  in  Coiijundioa 
with  the  Nohilityy  reprefent  the  Sovereign-^ 
tj  of  the  Province' 

E  a  In 


$2 


B  AT  A  V  I  A     Parti. 


In  1580  the  Suites  made  a  Rcfolution  to 
admit  no  Perfon  into  their  Aflembly, 
ti>ho  was  not  deputed  hy  the  MagiflrateSy 
or  the  Town  Councils;  which,  in  my  Opini- 
on implies  a  Houbc  that  fome  other  Power, 
//  way  he  the  Zin'ited  Body  of  the  Citi- 
zens^ had  a  Right  to  depute;  and  this 
feems  to  juftify  th.e  Opinicn  of  Sir  William 
Temple y  that  the  Right  of  EleUions  ^  De- 
putations^ &c,  was  originally  lodged  in 
the  Teopk-     Qi) 

No  perfon  can  be  a  Member  of  this 
Aflembly,  unlefs  he  is  born  in  Holland^ 
Zealand,  or  the  Tr ovine e  of  Vtrecht.  AW 
others  are  deemed  Aliens^  and,  as  fuch, 
excluded  the  Regency.  Even  A6ts  of  Naiu* 
ralization  do  not  capacitate  a  Perfon  to 
enjoy  the  Dignity  of  the  Province ;  asd 
becaufe  Tlipfe  who  have  been  in  this 
Manner  adopted  Subjefts  of  the  Repuhlicky 
have  thought  Themfelves  juftly  entituled 
to  a  Share  in  the  Honours  and  Dig- 
nities of  It,  and  have  often  difputed  their 
Pretentions  with  a  great  deal  of  Vigour, 
the  States  came  to  a  Refolution,  to  infert 
in  ail   Acls  of   Naturalization,  That  They 

C^)  See  pag.  27. 
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are  given  ad  Honores-  This  Exclufion  is 
grounded  on  the  Pradtice  of  the  old  Ro" 
mans^  who  frequently  naturalized  whole 
Cities,  as  well  as  particular  Perfons,  but 
would  not  fufFer  Them  to  have  any  Share 
in  the  Government  of  the  Repuhlkk.  The 
Children  of  Perfons  fo  adopted,  had  an 
equal  Right,  however,  amongfl:  the  Ro^ 
mansy  with  any  other  Member  of  the  Com. 
mon wealth ;  and  therefore  the  wunkipal 
Laws  of  fome  particular  Cities  in  Holland^ 
which  exlude  the  Defcendants  of  Strangers 
for  feveral  Generations,  from  being  Mem  =■ 
bers  of  the  Senate,  feem  to  Me  unequitable, 
and  as  inconfiftent  with  the  primitive  and 
fundamental  Maxims  of  tlie  Repuhlick ,  as 
they  are  cunningly  contrived  to  perpetuate 
the  Dignities  and  Authority  of  the  City, 
jn  the  fame  Families ;  than  which,  nothing 
can  be  a  greater  Breach  on  the  Lihsrties,  and 
natural  Fropertj  of  the  SuljeH^ 

The  States  of  Holland  enjoy  an  en- 
tire Liberty  of  Speech,  and  are  only  refpon- 
fabie  for  their  Adions  to  the  Town  which 
deputes  Them,  witiiout  being  liable  to  be 
called  in  Q^ellion  by  any  Authority,  or 
cited  to  appear  before  any  Tribunal  during 
the  Time  of  tlicir  Seffwn,  on  any  Caufe  or 
Pretext  whatfoever.  They  afiemble,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  Cull:m,  four  Times  a  Year 
E  3  XQ 


S4 


B  A  r  AV  I  A       Part  I. 


to  fill  Up  the  vacant  Offices  that  depend  on 
Them,  renew  Grants,  and  confent  to  the 
Con[inuarion  of  old  Taxes,  and  the  Tmpofi- 
tion  ol"  Others,  lor  railing  fuch  Supphes  as 
may  have  been  gran ced  by  their  Deputies  in 
the  States  General^  for  the  Service  of  the 
fubfequent  Year,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Vtnon  tut  upon  extraordinary  Occafions, 
They  meet  as  often  as  their  Deputies  in 
the  Council  of  State  think  fit  to  convene 
them 

Each  Member,  at  his  firft  Appearance  in 
the  AlTenibly,  is  obliged  to  take  an  Oath  to 
maintain  the  Ritrhts^  Priviledies.  Imrymnities: 
Laivs^  and  Cujioms  cf  the  Comtrj ;  to  give 
hjs  Vote  according  to  his  Conjcience^  for  the 
common  Happinefs  and  Proiperity  of  the 
Trovince  and  tlie  States,  without  Hatred^ 
cr  Jfiefticn  jcr  ilie  Lite  reft  of  any  Town  or 
Terfm  in  particular  ;  10  execute  all  Befo- 
hticns^  Orders^  and  Cornmifwns,  with  Fid^- 
lity  ;  and  to  keep  invioiahly^  all  Secrets 
that  fliall  be  enjoined  him. 

When  Pofls  become  vacant,  that  are  in 
the  Gift  ij{  \\\z  States  of  Holland^  the  feveral 
Towns  cf  the  P|-ovince,  are  particularly 
iniormed  of  It,  that  they  may  have  Time 
to  make  an  advantageous  Ciioice,  for  the 
Good  (f  the  Tuhlick,  of  thole  that  Ihall  fuc- 
aedj  and  vvhen  the  Thing  com_es  to  be  de- 
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bated,  if  any  Mcmkr  of  the  Jfemhlj  be  a 
Candidate^  He  is  obJiged  to  withdraw,  that 
the  Debate  may  be  inanaged  with  greater 
Freedom  ^  and  thofe  who  are  ele6led  mutl 
fwear  They  have  neither  given  nor  promifed 
any  thing  to  obtain  their  Employments. 

The  GRAND  Pensionary  oi  Holland  is 
the  Perfon  who  propofes  the  Subjects  of  De- 
bate m  this  Aflembly,  coUedts  the  Suffrages  of 
the  niritteen  Reprefentatives,   pronounces  the 
Refolution,  and  dictates  the  Terms  in  which 
it  lliall  be  enregiftred.   This  Ofi'cer  is  properly 
the  Mhiifter^  and  Servant  of  the  Province,  and 
as  fuch  takes  Place  helow  the  other  Deputies, 
tho'  his  Credit  and  Authority  is  muchfuperi- 
or  to  that  of  any  other  Member  of  t\\QState^ 
unlcfs  we  except  the  Treasi/rer  general. 
with  Regard  to  Domefik  /iffairs     He  is  in- 
deed obliged  to  refign  his  Commillion  every 
five  Years,  and  there  are  perhaps  in  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  the  Repnhlkk^  two  or  three  Inftances,^ 
when  the  Demiffion  of  the  Penfionary  has 
been  accepted  of:    But  this  happens  fo  rarely  ^^ 
that  we  may  venture  to  lay  He  is  perpetual; 
and  from  thence  anfes  in  a  great  meafure  the 
Importance  of  this  Minifter,  as  well  as  from 
the  Fundions  of  his  Office.    The  Penfionary 
has  his  Seat  in  all  the  Courts  of  the  Provme^ 
and  ought  always  to  be  a  Perlon  perfedly  ac- 
quainted with   her  Inter ejls^  Mafter  ot  her 
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Laivsy  anJ  capable  to  illufirate^  and  explain 
Wpoa  the  feveral  Propofitions  He  makes  to  the 
States  :  whence  it  will  iiappen  that  the  Turn 
He  gives  to  Alfa.rs  in  flating  the  Queftion^ 
ihaii  ofren  deterrnine  the  Oebate  agreeable  to 
his  Sentiments.  What  ftiil  gives  this  Mtnijier 
greater  VVeighr,  is  a  Priv;ledge  o[  making  a 
B.emonftrance  to  the  A/Iembly  even  after  the 
Debate  is  ended,  and  of  refufing  to  conclude 
mcording  to  tljQ  Plurality  of  Voices^  when  He 
judges  the  Refolution  may  be  prejudicial  to 
the  Repuhlkk.  As  this  Poft  confers  great  Ho- 
nour and  Authority,  fo  it  is  not  without  Dan- 
ger ,•  efpeciaily,  when  there  is  a  Stadt- 
HOLDER  in  the  Country,  and  He  happens 
to  quarrel  with  the  States j  or  fome  of  their 
Members  ;  of  w  h ich  O l  d  e  n  Barney  e  i. t, 
and  MoNs.  de  Wit  have  been  terrible  E.X- 
ampies.  The  keeping  of  ih^puhlkk  Reouiiers^ 
and  l\\t  great  ^(?j/of  tlie  Province^  is  entrufled 
to  this  Minifter  :  for  which  He  has  a  particu- 
lar Cornmiilion.  He  is  always  a  Memkr  m 
the  Adembly  ohht  States  general^  as  a  Depu- 
ty of  Holland.  Grotius,  defines  Him  to  be 
Jfo^  piihlk^  hihertatis  ;  pr{tit  fiiadendo^  com' 
ponit  DiJJidentes. 
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Of  the  Council  of  State. 

AFTER  the  States  of  Holland,  the 
Court  ot  greateft  Authority  is  the  pro- 
vincial Council  of  State  ;  which  con- 
fills   of  one  Reprefentative   of  the  Nohilkyy 
One  for  each  of  the  eight  great  Cities  of  Souths 
Holland^  and  Another  for  the  three  inferior 
Towns  ofSchecfam,  Schoonhoven^  and  the  Brilf^ 
whom  They  chufe  alternatively^  and  change 
every  two  Years.     The  Deputy  of  the  Nobles 
has  a  Commiilion  conftituting  Him  fuch  for 
three  Years,     but  He  is  ulually  continued  for 
Life,  whilft  Thole  of  the  Towns  are  gene- 
rally changed  at  the  End  of  that  Term.  The 
gram!  Penfionary^  and  the  5^cr^/<^r);  of  the  pro^ 
vm/al  States  c'i  Holland,  have  their  Seats  in 
this  Council ;   the  Tenfionary  has  a  Right  to 
debate  ;    propofes  the  Queftion,    and  lorms 
the  Concltifion   as   in  the   Aflembly  of  the 
States ;  an  J  the  Secretary  draws  up  and  regi- 
ftcrs  theRcrokuions,    The  Fundions  of  this 
Council  are  highly  confiderably.  She  convenes 
the  States  of  Holland,  and  prepares  Bufinefs 
for  them  ;  executes  all  the  Relolutions  of  that 
AlTcmbly  ;  iuperintends  the  Adminiftration  of 
X\\Q  Finances,,  and  hears  Caufes  that  arlfe  from 
pifputcs  betw  een  the  Farmers  of  the  publick 
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Taxes,  and  Tholc  that  either  refufe  the  Pay- 
ment of  Them,  or  endeavour  in  a  fraudulent 
manner  to  evade  It.  Upon  thefe  Occafions, 
and  efpecially  in  Cafes  oi  Frauds  the  Demand 
ct  the  Farmer  is  ad  Libitum^  and   generally 
moft  exorbitant;  proportioned  rather  to  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Offender  than  the  Confe- 
quence  of  the  Offence  ;  and  the  Council  is  un- 
der a  Kind  of  Neceflity  of  being  favourable  to 
the  Plant/ffj  that  He  may  have  no  Pretence  for  de* 
laying  his  Payments  to  the  Receiver  General  of 
the  Revenue<^    From  hence  arifes  a  greater  Fa- 
cility ui  coiIe^^i^g  die  Inland  Duties  oi  Holland 
than  can  well  be  imagined ;  for  as  no  pru- 
dent Perfon  will  run  Himfelf  into  the  Pofli- 
bility  of  paying  a  thonfand  Pounds,  or  a  much 
larger  Sum.  to  fave  (we  will  fuppofe)  the  Du- 
ty  o^d.  Barrel  cf  Soap;  fo  every  Man  is  care- 
ful to  have  a  Book  cf  Rates  in  his  Family,-  to 
calculate  exactly   whvat    is  the   Farmer's  Duet 
and  fend  it  him  wich  the  fame  Care  and  Expe- 
dition^ which  is  afterwards  obferved  in  get^ 
ing  the  Goods  for  wlxicli  They  have  paid  the 
Duty,  into  their  own  Warehoufes.  Tlie  Coun- 
cil of  State  takes  Cognizance  of  all  fortified 
Towns  and  Garrifons  that  depend  on  tiie  Pro- 
Z'ince  of  Holland ;  orders  Reviews  of  the  Jrmy, 
and  puniihes  Mutinies  and  other  Crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  Soldiery^   She   nominates   the 
1  own  Majors  o-  krtiiicd   Places,  and  difpofes 

"of 


Parti.    Illustrata,  isc.  5p 

of  all  fubaltern  Commiffions  below  the  Rank 
of  Captain.  Her  Members  have  a  Right  to  fit 
with  the  States  General^  and  upon  Debates  of 
Importance,  the  whole  Board  is  there,  but  in 
the  uiual  Courfe  of  Bufmefs,  only  Two  of 
them  are  prefent,  who  are  (ucceeded  monthly 
by  Two  of  their  Colleagues.  Thefe  Gentle- 
men at  their  AdmilTion  mto  the  Council,  are 
obliged  to  fwear,  that  they  have  neither  gi^y^w 
nor  promifed  any  Things  for  their  Employments^ 
and  that  they  will  give  their  Opinions  accord- 
ing to  their  Confdences^  for  the  puhlick  Goody 
preferably  to  the  Intereft  of  any  particular 
Town,  even  of  that  which  deputes  Them* 

There  is  a  Court  of  the  fame  Nature  in 
North  Holland,  confifling  of  Deputies  from  all 
the  Towns  in  that  Quarter,  who  are  changed 
every  two  Years  ;  and  thefe  two  Councils 
meet  annually  in  the  Month  of  Novemher, 
to  fettle  in  Conjunction  with  the  Deputies  of 
the  States  General.,  v/hat  the  Dutch  flile,  /' 
Etat  de  la  Guerre.,  or,  the  necejfary  Funds  to 
he  levied  in  the  fuhfequent  Tear  for  the  Service 
of  the  Army.  The  Secretary  of  the  North- 
h'oUar.d  Council  is  always  a  Commiffjoner  of 
tlie  Revenue. 

There  are  in  Holland  two  principal  Cham- 
hers  of  Accompts.,  of  wliich  the  Fird  is  for  the 
ancient  ^^i;^?/^^  of  the  Counts  of  Holland, 
^hat    devolved    on  the   States  when  They 
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threw  off  their  Allegiame  to  the  Spaniard y 
compofed  of  four  Minifters,  a  Sollicitor^  two 
Auditors^  and  a  Secretary-  Offices,  that  have 
always  allordei  an  honourable  and  lucrative 
Retreat,  to  thoft"  who  were  grown  old  in 
the  more  laboruous  Employments  of  the 
State,  and  had  behaved  themlelves  with 
Prudence  and  Integrity.  But  as  tht  States 
have  r\o\v  begun  to  fell  the  old  Demefns  of 
the  Counts,  this  Chamber  becoming  ufe- 
lefs,  will  in  all  probability  be  laid  afide. 
The  Stadtholders  have  always  ele£bed 
the  Members  of  this  Board,  from  a  double 
Nom: nation  of  the  States.  The  other 
Clm7iher  audires  the  Accompts  of  the  ordi- 
nary Revenue^  and  the  extraordinary  Taxes 
that  are  impofed  in  Time  of  War.  There 
is  a  third  Chamher  of  Accompts,  in  North 
Holland,  compofed  of  Deputies  from  all  the 
Towns  of  that  Quarter. 

For  tlie  Admimftration  of  Ji^flke,  there 
arc  two  Courts  held  at  the  Hague,  called, 
the  Court  of  Holland,  and  the  High 
Council-  The  Provinces  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  have  been  aUvays  fo  11  r idly  united, 
as  to  have  but  one  common  high  Court  of 
Juftice,  and  accordingly,  That  of  Holland 
IS  compofed  of  a  Prefjaent,  with  eight  Coun- 
jellors  or  the  Province,  and  tliree  for  Zealand^ 
a  SQllifitQr^  two  Attornejs^  a  Regiil^r^  and  fix: 

Secretaries  : 
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Secretaries  ;  and  by  a  particular  Agree- 
ment, Holland  chafes  the  Trejident  two  Years, 
and  Zealand  the  Third. 

But  notwithilanding  the  flrid  Union  that 
has  fubfifted  between  thefe  Provinces,   They 
have  frequently  had  Difputes  concerning  the 
JuriJdiHion  of   this  Court,  of   a  very   iiigh 
and  delicate  Nature.     In  1656,  Holland  in- 
fixed, That  as  the  Courts  of  Jufcice  had  their 
Refidence  in  that  Province.,  She  ought,  con- 
fequently,  to   retain   a  fupream   Authority 
over  Them,  with  a  Power  either  to  extend 
or  reft  rain    their    Jurifdi^ion,    and  inter  did 
them  the  Cognifance  of  Affairs  in  which  the 
Jntereft  of  the  Sovereign  might  be   concerned. 
But  this  was  very  warmly    contefted    by 
Zealand;   and   at  laffc   It  was  agreed,  that 
tho'  the  Province  of  Holland  was,    indeed, 
invefled  with  the  Sovereign  Power,  yet  She 
fliould  not  be  at  Liberty  to  make   any  Al- 
teration   in    the  Methods    ol    adminiflring 
Juftice   already  fetled  between  the  two  Pro' 
vincesy   becaufe    they    had    both    mutually 
obliged    themfelvcs    to    the   obfervance    of 
them.  (^)     This  was  not  fo  well  reconciled, 
however  as  to  prevent  future  Difputes :  And 
in  1674,  (^)  the  states  of  Holland  came  to 


{ii)  Rcfolutjonsofthe  Province  of  HoUand.  Au^.  1 1.  i<5y5. 
andjF«w  15,  i$5i'       (&)  Third  Book  of  P/a<:<»r?i-. 
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a  Refolution  to  referve  to  Themfelves 
the  Decifion  of  all  Political  Affairs^  as  pro-- 
perly  appertaining  to  the  Duty  of  the  Sove- 
reign^ in  the  fame  manner  that  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Juftice  fell  naturally  within  the 
Authority  and  Jurifdi^ion  of  the  Courts. 
And  this  Refolution  They  have  maintained, 
notwithdanding  the  feveral  Remonftrances 
that  have  been  made,  both  from  the  Courts , 
and  the  Province  of  Zealand  againft  Ft. 

The  Members  :of  this  Council  are  ex- 
cluded from  being  Magiflrates  of  Cities^ 
Directors  of  the  Trading  Companies  ^  or 
enjoying  any  Pofl,  or  other  Salary^  than 
that  which  is  annexed  to  their  Office; 
that  They  may  be  left  free  and  un- 
biaffed ,  for  the  impartial  Adminiftration 
of  Jujfice.  The  NoMes  oi  Holland  are 
fubjedl  to  the  Jurifdidion  of  this  Court, 
before  whom  they  plead  in  the  firft 
Inftance.  The  City  Schouts  or  Bailijfs  are 
iikewife  liable  to  be  cited  hither,  and  upon 
a  Complaint  They  are  faed  by  the  Sol-' 
licitcr ;  but  he  has  no  Share  in  the  Fines  fet 
on  Them,  as  They  have  in  Thofe  that 
are  impofed  on  Delinquents,  convi6Ved  in 
their  Refpedive  Cities. 

Appeals  lie  to  this  Court,  from  the  Sen- 
tences of  the  ShcriffSy  in  the  feveral  Towns, 
of  both  Provinces,  and   She  Judges  in   the 

laft 
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laft  Refort  of  all  criminal  Cafes,  and  of 
civil  Caufes  to  a  certain  Sum,  after  which, 
there  lies  an  Appeal  to  the  High  Coun- 
cil 

The  High  Council  of  Holland  and 
-^f  j/W  was  firft  Inftituted  in  1582,  inflead 
of  the  Grand  Council  of  Malines  ; 
whither  all  Appeals  had  been  carried  in  the 
lail  Refort  of  Juftice,  before  the  Separation 
cf  the  Seven  V r ovine es  from  the  Spaaifi 
Monarchy-  But  that  Revolution  being  once 
effected,  it  was  no  longer  practicable  for 
the  Subjeds  of  the  States  General  to  have 
Recourfe  to  a  City  in  the  Domination  of 
Fhil/pU,  and  this  neceffitated  the  Frince 
of  Orange,  to  cflablilli  the  Trihunal  we  are 
now  fpeaking  of,  to  which  he  hoped  the 
People  of  the  Vnited  Netherlands  w^ould  ail 
appeal,  as  they  had  done  before  to  that 
Malines:  But  in  This,  his  Highnefs  was 
miflaken.  The  Provinces  of  Holland  and 
Zealand,  however,  concurred  in  the  Defign ; 
and  accordingly  the  Court  is  compofed  of 
a  Prefident  with  fix  Counfelhrs  for  Holland^ 
and  three  for  Zealand,  a  Regifier,  and  a 
Suhjlitute,  who  are  inverted  with  a  very  high 
and  extenfive  Jurifdiclion.  They  judge 
peremptorily,  and  definitively  of  all  Cales 
brought  before  Them,  by  an  Appeal  h'om 
the  Court  of  Holland^   and  give   Judgement, 

from 
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from  which  there  is  no  farther  Appeal^  ex- 
cept by  way  of  Revijion,  or  Remonflrance 
of  Error  -,  for  which  the  States  of  Holland 
name  five  CommifTioners,  who  are  added 
to  the  former  Judges :  But  this  Revifion 
is  made  upon  the  fame  Proofs  and  Cir- 
cumftances  that  were  before  exhibited, 
without  permitting  either  Party  to  make 
frefli  Allegations. 

I  muft  not  finidi  my  Account  of  this 
Province,  without  remarking  the  Lenity  of 
the  Law  towards  Dekors.  Never  was  there 
fuch  large  Credit  given  to  ali  forts  of 
Perfons  as  in  Holland,  and  never  any 
Country  where  fo  few  languifli  in  Prifon. 
In  1 72 1,  thofe  confined  for  Debt  in  Am- 
,STERDAM  were  not  more  than  jive  and 
Twenty.  A  trilling  Number  for  a  City  which 
has  at  leaft,  as  many  trading  People  as 
London.  Tile  fame  Lenity  isobferved  all  over 
the  Province,  ftom  whence,  it  is  general' 
ly,  tho'  fahely  underftood,  that  the  Dutch 
are  naturally  merciful,  whereas  they  are, 
in  reality  fevere  and  rigid  ;  but  their  Laws, 
in  this  Refpe£l,  are  gentle  indeed ;  and  it  may 
be,  o\\e  their  Feeing  to  that  cruel  Difpofi- 
tion  of  the  People,  to  which  they  are  in 
themfelves  fo  oppofite.  For  before  it  was 
enatled.  That  the  Creditor  fhould  fupport  his 
Prijoner  with  a  certain  Allowance^   to  le  fetled 

according 
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according  ta  the  Pleafure  of  the  Maqjflrate^  the 
Trtfons  were  crowded  with  mije,-ahie  MeK  as 
They  are  in  England ;  of  which  the  State 
could  not  but  take  notice  at  laft,  and  from 
thence  fell  upon  means  to  prevent  the  Lojs  of 
fo  great  a  Number  of  Subjeds  to  the  ?uhlic^  by 
an  unufefu/ Detention,  And  as  thofewho  ou  eUit 
little,  arefecured  trom  thePerfecution  of  their 
Creditors,  by  the  Necejjity  of  maintaining  Them  in 
Prifon.  Sothofe  whofe  Debts  are  large,  have  an 
effedual method  to  avoi.l perpetudlmprijonn^ent^ 
by  conforming  to  the  Laws  reUting  to  Bank- 
rupts.  When  any  Perfon  acquamts  the  Miqi^ 
flrates  With  his  Infolvency,  and   lays  before 
Them  an  exad:  Account  c)f  his  Circumftances, 
They  immediately  order  the  Commijfwners  of 
Bankrupts  to  pofiels  themfelves  of  his  Eftate, 
and  exempt  his  F  erf  on  from  all  Arrejh  for  fix 
Weeks ;  which  Time  i'  allowed  him  to  com- 
pound with  his  Creditors.     But  if  his  Endea- 
vours prove  inededual,  which  feidom  hap- 
pens when  his  Failure  appears  to  be  fairly 
owing  to  Lofles  and  Misfortunes,  the  Commit 
ffioners  at  the  End  )f  that  Term  fell  his  Efate^ 
and  make  a  Dividend ^i  an  Average  to  th.^  Con^ 
cerned;  after  which  the  Magi  flrates  acquit  and 
exempt  him  from  all  Claims^  whether  foreign  or 
domeflic  :    Nor  is  it  in  the  Power  of  any,  or 
all  of  his  Creditors,  to  hinder  this  when  the 
Failure  is  not  fraudulent. 

F  Another 
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A nothcr  Method  of  obtaining  abfolute  Free- 
dom in  Holland^  ftill  more  expeditious  than 
the  Former,  is  for  the  Debtor  to  apply  to  the 
pTirohKial  high  Court  of  ^MJlkey  reprefent  his 
Condition,  and  give  up  all  he  has  upon  Oath  ; 
after  which  he  is  exempted  as  before  from  all 
future  Claims  ;  and  is  again  free  to  undertake 
what  ever  Commerce  He  pleafes ;  But  if  the 
Bankru^cy  be  fraudulent,  and  the  Debtor  takes 
a  falfe  Oathy  the  Magtjlrates  are  authorifed  to 
punilh  Him  ad  Libitujn^  even  with  Death 
Itfelf,ifThey  think  fit. 

I  will  not  take  upon  me,  either  to  blame  or 
approve  this  Facility  with  which  the  Party  de- 
clares Himfelf  a  Bankrupt  and  obtains  his^Dif- 
charge.  Certain  it  is,  that  fraudulent  Eank^ 
ritpcies  are  frequent  enough  in  Holland  as  well 
as  other  Countries ;  and  that  we  hear  very 
feldom  of  any  Perfon's  fuffering  capitally  on 
that  Account.  But  for  the  Law  which  direds 
the  Creditor  to  maintain  his  Debtor  in  Vrifon^ 
the  good  EfTeils  of  It  are  vifible  upon  the 
whole  Oww/^^/vry.  I  remember  when  the  Bill 
for  preventing  frivolous  Jrreflsy  &c.  depended 
in  Parliament,  one  Argument  brought  againft 
it  was,  that  it  would  deftroy  the  Credit  given 
,  to  the  inferior  People.  But  if  we  may  con- 
clude from  Experience,  This  will  certainly  be 
found  without  Foundation  ;  for  as  I  have  ob- 
feived  above,  there  is  no  where  fo  much  Cre- 
dit 
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dit  given  to  all  Degrees  of  Perfons  as  in  HoU 
land,  tho*  there  be  no  luch  Tumg  as  a  per- 
fondl  Arreft,  before  the  Party  has  heen  fiAmmo* 
md  three  times  ;  unleis  Oath  can  be  made  that 
He  is  about  to  fly  the  Country,  This  Efsedihe 
Law  has  indeed,  that  every  Man  is  obliged  to 
take  care  of  his  Charader.  A  dijfolute  Perfon 
would  not  have  any  Credit  in  Holland ;  and 
therefore  all  are  under  a  NeceHity  of  eftabUdi- 
ing  a  certain  Degree  of  Reputation  proportio- 
ned to  thtir  feveral  Conditions;  or  for  Want 
of  this  to  preferve  at  leafl  a  Weeks  Wages  Lefore 
handy  Vi'ithout  which  it  would  be  impofliblc 
to  fubfift. 

If  the  Method  of  treating  Bankrupts  in  HoU 
land  be  not  perfect,  ours  i=i  England  is  I  think 
much  lefs  fo.    In  Holland  the  Expence  of  go-^ 
ing  thro'  an  Ad:c£Bankn-fpcy,  even  before  the 
high  Court  at  the  Hague,  is  not  above  twenty 
Pound  Sterling;  with  Vs  It  is  four  /core  or  a 
Hundred.     In  Holland  the  Magiflrates  are  Jud-* 
ges  of  the  Truth  or  Deceit  of  the  Deltdr,  and 
ufe  Him  accordingly  ;  with  Vs,  tho'  the  Com^ 
mifioners  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Certificate 
ought  to  be  allowed,  the  Creditors  have  it  in 
their  Power  to  hinder  it;  and  this  puts  many 
upon     Pradlices    to    make   what  they  call 
two  Thirds  in   Number   and  Value,   that   are 
extreamly  fraudulent  and  iniquitous.  Tn  Hol- 
land ih^  Degree  o^Punipment  in  Cales  oi  Fraud, 

F  2,  id 
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is  l.^ft  to  the  Mas;iftrate  ;  in  England  the  Law 
admits  no  Medium,  but  pronounces  either 
DeMh  or  an  Acquittal ;  which  muft  naturally 
make  a  Bankrupt  doubiy  cautious  in  his  Me- 
thods of  Secreting  his  Effeds,  and  very  often 
hinders  his  being  deteded,  through  a  certain 
Tendernefs  which  tlie  Generality  of  Perfons 
have  for  another  s  Life,  Who  would  perhaps 
appear  againft  Him  were  the  Punilhment  any 
Thing  lefs  than  Capital. 

With  Regard  to  perfonal  Arrefis,  our  Law 
has  indeed  been  lately  foftned  ;  but  furely 
there  remains  a  further  Reformation  to  be 
wifh'd  for.  Not  only  in  Holland,  but  in  France, 
Flanders ,  Italy,  the  free  Towns  of  Germany^ 
2nd  I  believe  I  may  add  every  other  Country 
except  Great  Britain  and  Ireland y  the  Dehor 
IS  dthQV  maintained  in  Prifon  by  his  Creditor y 
or  difcharged  upon  giving  up  his  all.  In  Hol- 
land the  Law  is  inexorable  towards  Criminals, 
but  indulgent  to  Dchtors  ;  we  on  the  contrary 
are  favourabk  to  Delinquents  of  every  Kind, 
and  cruel  ev^en  to  OpprefTion  where  we  have 
any  Demand.  This  has  long  been  a  great  and 
juft  Reproach  to  Us  amongft  our  Neighbours. 
It  may  be  faid  without  Partiality  that  England 
is  a  very  generous  Nation  ;  It  is  remarked  by 
Foreigners  xhittwtn  our  very  Mohs  are  equi- 
table m  their  Proceedings  Fair  Play  is  a 
Phrafe  unknown  to  tlieReft  o^ Europe  ;  yet  in 

Countries 
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Countries  where  no  Man  foregoes  the  Ad- 
vantage he  has  over  his  Enemy  \  and  where 
Forgivenefs  is  a  Stranger,  there  is  ftill  far  lels 
Inhumanity  praftifed  towards  Debtors  than  in 
England ;  who  tho'  unfortunate^  and  had,  indeed y 
in  the  Dialed  of  Exchange  Alley;  yet  are  not  zU 
ways  the  HJt?/-//  Men  in  the  Nation ;  The  Rea- 
fon  of  our  Behaviour  in  this  Point  is  obvious 
enough.  Every  Creditor  in  England  has  the 
Authority  of  an  Ahfolute  Prince,  over  his  poor 
Servant  the  Dehor,  and  there  are  very  few 
fit  to  govern.  Phisick  is  neceflary  to  repell 
too  great  a  Redundancy  of  Humours  in  the 
Body,  and  the  human  Pajfions  will  be  reftrained 
by  nothing  but  wholefome  Laws  inforced  by 
Power.  The  Legislative  Body  has  thought 
fit  to  make  one  Step  towards  a  Cure  of  this 
national  Difeafe,  worthy  the  Reprefentatives  of 
Z  great,  free  and  generous  People  ;  and  I  doubt 
not,  but  the  Time  is  near  when  we  Jhaltfiill 
a^  more  in  Chara&er, 
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Province  of  Zealand. 


EALANDy  which  now  confifts 
of  fo  many  JJlands^  is  luppofed, 
by  feveral  Writers,  to  have  been 
one  intire  ConttMent.  But  this 
Opinion  fecnis  improbable,  be^ 
becaufe  it  \s  not  eafy  to  Imagine,  that  the 
ScHELD,  which  makes  fo  Noble  a  Port  at 
Antwerp,  has  ever  had  any  other  Courfe 
than  th.at  which  it  now  holds,  through  thefe 
lilinds,  to  the  Sea  But  be  this  as  it  will, 
we  are  fure  its  Situation  has  for  a  long 
Time  been  very  much  the  fame  that  It  is  at 
prefent  j  becaufe  when  the  Normans  invade 
ed  Holland,  by  the  feveral  Branches  cf  the 
^hine^  which  run  into  tlie  l^orth  Sea, 
They  poflefled  Themfelves  of  the  JJle  of  H^aU. 
ihersyi^  which  is  now  i lie  firgeft  ot  Zealand^ 
and  was  as  that  Time  feparated  from  the 
Reft. 

What 
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What  was  the  true  Name  of  the  old  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Country  is  another  Subject  of 
Difpute  amongft  the  Cri//a«  Lemnius  main- 
tains Them  to  be  the  fame  with  the  old  Mat- 
TiAci  {a)  whom  Tacitus  makes  near  Neigh- 
bours to  the  Batavi,  refembling  them  very 
much  in  manners  and  Inclinations,  except  that 
the  Mattiact  were  more  roluji  and  lefs  cnnlisd* 
ij?)  And  in  Reality,  as  the  Roman  Hiftorian  pla- 
ces thefe  People  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Bataviy  a  little  nearer  the  Sea^  one  would  be  apt 
to  believe  He  had  the  Zealanders  in  his  View  ,• 
were  it  not  that  Pliny  fpealdng  of  the  fame 
People,  places  Them  beyond  tiie  Rhine^  in  a 
Situation  that  cannot  polTibly  anfwer  to  that 
o'l  Zealand*  (r)  And  Tacitus  Him felf  tells  us, 
thatCuKTius  RuFus  difcovered  certain  Sil- 
ver Mines  in  the  Country  of  the  Mattiaci^ 
upon  which  He  employed  the  Roman  Legions^ 
tho'  to  little  Purpole:  But  'tis  certain  tnere 
never  were  any  luch  in  Zealand,  nor  would 
Curtius  have  loft  the  leaft  Time  in  fearching 
for  Silver  Mines  in  fo  marjhy  a  Country. 

It  is  not  probable  that  Strangers  would  come 
very  far  to  inhabit  lb  bad  a  Soil,  but  the  People 


C^)    Zaviniui  LetKn/WiDQ  Zelandia.p,  147. 

(b)  Mattlaci  Terr*  fu*  Solo  acriusanitnantura  Taci^. 
(OLib,  :?i: 
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of  Holland  who  advanced  from  one  Spot  of 
Ground  to  another,  as  their  Numbers  encrea- 
fed,  came  gradually  into  thele  fenny  Lands,  and 
fle'-ile  fandy  Delerts,  which  they  cultivated 
witii  infinite  Labour,  the  Effe6t  of  NecelTity, 
till  at  'ait,  by  raifing  the  Ground  where  it  was 
too  low,  and  making  fome  Places  higher  than 
the  Rcfl,  Iflands  were  infenfibly  formed, 
which  at  once  fecured  Them  from  the  YiO' 
iQncQoi  hundations,  and  the  Purfuits  of  their 
Enemies^  Thi->  is  the  moft  rational  Account 
of  the  Form.ation  of  the  Jjles  of  Zealand^  nor 
will  it  appear  at  all  improbable  to  thofe  who 
have  {qqu  Holland,  and  obferved  their  manner 
of  draining  Land,  and  making  good  Ground 
our  of  bad  ;  a  Thing  done  every  Day  in  aH 
the  Parrs  of  the  Lom  Countries-   (a) 

Zealand,  is  in  many  Refpe^s  a  very  power- 
ful Province,  whether  we  confider  the  Nature 
of  her  Situation  equally  proper  for  the  Pro- 
motion and  Security  of  Commerce  ;  the  Large- 
pels  ot  her  fifierics,  or  tlae  Number  of  her 
^eamCfi. 


'^a)  Th^§  is  dpne  by  cutting  one  or  more  Ponds  or  Ca- 
nal To  deep,  as  to  drain  tne  circumjacent  Marfh,  at  the 
Ume  Time  that  the  Turf  taken  out  of  the  Caoab,  is  di- 
i^tibuted  round  in  Proportion  as  the  Soil  has  Occafton  to  be 
^'aiitd  j  Tihich  in  two  Summsri  becomes  ijnn  and  good  Land, 
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She  was  for  feveral  Ages  fubje£t  with  Hol- 
land to  the  fame  Count,  and  finceThey 
have  had  none,  Ihe  has  always  chofcn  the 
fame  Governor.  It  is  not  long,  fince  one  Cham- 
ber of  Accompts  fuperintended  the  Revenue  of 
both  Provinces,  and  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Troubles,  their  States  formed  but  one  AU 
fembly.  The  States  of  Zealand  formerly 
confided  of  three  Orders ;  the  Clergy^  Nohilityy 
Sind  Ton m.  But  the  Reformation' o( Religion 
depriv'd  the  Ckrgy  of  that  Right,  and  the  noble 
Families  are  all  become  extin^y  or  at  lead  there 
is  no  Perfon  who  is  a  Member  of  the  States  by 
Virtue  of  his  Birth  or  any  Lordfhip  He  may 
hold  in  the  Province;  fo  that  the  Sovereignty 
is  now  devolved  on  the  Towns^  whofe  Repre-» 
fentatives  ademble  in  the  common  Courfe  of 
Bufinefs  twice  a  Year,  and  extraordinarily  as 
often  as  their  Deputies  think  fit  to  convene 
Them, 

William  the  firft.  Prince  of  Or  ange,  be- 
coming MARQuissof  Terveer,  and  LoRDOf 
Flushing,  and  Saint  Martendyke,  ob- 
tained the  Quality  ol  firfi  Nolle  from  the 
States^  with  the  Right  of  reprefenting,  either 
in  Perfon,  or  by  Deputy,  all  the  Nobility  of 
the  Frovince.  His  Fojlerity  have  fucceeded  Him 
in  this  Dignity,  even  down  to  the  late  King 
William  III,  tho'  not  by  hereditary  Eighty 
but  thro*  the  Gratitude  of  the  Statc^,  as  Mim- 


fi 


leur 


74         B  A  T  AV  I  A      Part  I. 

four  Wiquefort  obferves,  who  cites  their  Refo» 
lution  on  this  Subje£t.  (a) 

But  this  Dignity  being  now  extinil,  the 
provincial  States  of  'Zealand  as  was  faid  before, 
confift  only  of  the  Deputies  of  Mtddlehurgh^ 
Zuricfea,  GoeSy  Tok^  Flujhing,  and  Terveer, 

The  CouNci*L  of  State  is  compofed  of 
one  Deputy  for  each  Town,  who  are  chofen 
for  Life ;  and  the  Penjionary  and  Secretary  of 
the  Province  have  the  fame  Functions  at  this 
Board  as  Thofe  of  Holland  in  their  refpedtivc 
Province ;  the  Government  being  in  all  Refpe6ts 
the  fame,  with  Exception  to  the  Terpetuity  of 
the  Members  in  the  Council  of  State^  and  that 
Thofe  of  Zealand  are  at  the  fame  Time  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  provincial  Court  of  Admiralty^ 
and  as  fuch  take  an  Oath  to  the  States  General. 

The  City  Sheriffs  of  Zealand,  deter- 
mine civil  Caufes  in  the  laft  Refort,  to  a  cer- 
tain Value,  (h)  after  which  there  lies  an  Ap- 
peal to  the  high  Court  of  Juflice  in  Holland ; 
and  for  the  Aifairs  of  that  part  of  Flanders 


ia)  See  the  Proofs  of  his  Hift.  No.  8. 

{b)  In  I'iSy,  It  was  agreed  that  the  Sheriffs  of  Middk". 
burjrh  fhould  judge  of  all  Caufes  withouc  Limitation  in  the 
Jaft  Refort.  Thofe  of  Zurirfeay  Tergces^  and  Tertholin  i»s  tar 
as  60  Florins;  ThcR-  of  Flujl)ing  to  300,  and  Thofe  of  Ter- 
veer  to  600,  after  which  the  Appeal  lies  to  the  high  C6>«r* 

which 
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which  is  confidered  as  a  Conqueft  of  the  Gene* 
rality^  there  is  a  Court  oijujhce  confifting  of  a 
Frejident,  and  eight  Comcellors  -,  a  Solicitor 
General^  a  Regljler,  and  a  Receiver  of  the  Fines, 
The  5/rf/^5  General coniQX  thefe  Employmenis, 
and  Appeals  lie  to  them  from  the  Judgment  of 
the  Court. 

The  Election  of  City  Magiftrates^  is  mana- 
ged in  thefam.e  manner  in  this  Frovince^  as  in 
HollarJy  With  Exception  to  fome  few  Towns. 
In  Fyliddkhurgh^  which  for  its  Riches  and  ex- 
tenfivc  Commerce,  may  juflly  be  efteemed 
the  Capital  of  Zealand,  there  are  twelve  Bur- 
gefes,  called  Eleliors,  who  are  added  to  the 
Senate,  and  thefe  conjointly  make  a  double 
Nommation  of  fuch  as  they  judge  proper  for 
the  Regency,  out  of  whom  the  St  ad t  bolder  or 
his  Deputy,  formerly  chofe  luch  as  He  thought 
fit  ,•  and  fmce  the  Extindion  of  that  Oiiice, 
the  Right  of  Ele£tion  is  devolved  on  the  Town. 
Another  Circumftance  peculiar  to  Middle- 
lurghy  is,  that  the  Dignity  of  Senator  is  not 
for  Life,  fo  that  when  the  Magiftrates  have 
finiO-ied  the  Time  for  which  they  were  choien. 
They  return  to  a  private  Condition,  till  by  a 
new  Election  They  are  rcftored  to  their  for- 
mer Dignity.  So  wife  a  Caution  has  a  very 
good  Effe6t  on  the  Affairs  of  Zealand^  and  is  ve- 
ry worthy  the  Imitation  oih^^Si^QX  Provinces, 

OF 
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OF    THE 

Province  of  Utrecht. 


HERE  is  a  certain  Variety  in  the 
antient  Hifiory  of  the  Province 
of  Utrecht,  that  pleafes  at  the 
fame  time  that  It  inftruds.  The 
Critics  differ  in  their  Opinions 
concerning  the  old  Name  of  the  Capital  City. 
Some  call  it  Antonina,  from  its  being 
found  in  the  Itinerary  of  the  Emperor 
Antoninus.  (jT)  Beda  and  others,  with 
,  more  Probability  name  it  Viltaeurg  ;  (F) 
but  Alcuinus  to  whom  the  Life  of  Saint 
WiLLiRKORD  is  attributed,  gives  it  the  fame 
Name  that  it  bears  at  prcfent.  (c) 

Tunc  data  Foy^iijid  eft  trajeHo  Sedes  in  Vrle. 


(a)  Guicc,  Defcritr.  de  i  Paefi  balTj, 

(b)  VideMabii!.  Annall.  Beacd. 

(c)  JIivi,/usdeYiU  Sc.  ^V/7.  L.  5.  apu4  C&ni«,  Leillo* 

R£s  antique. 

This 
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This  Province  has  been  under  four  feveral 
Dommations^  and  upon  each  Revolution  the 
Methods  ot  Gtyvernment  have  been  altered.  O- 
riginally  She  was  incorporated  with  Frizdandy 
and  depended  on  the  Dukes  and  Kings  of 
that  Province.  In  the  fecond  Inftance  her  Bi- 
shops became  abfoluteat  Home  and  extend- 
ed their  Dominions  into  the  neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces,  making  the  Welfare  of  the  Subjed  fub- 
fervient  to  their  Ambition.  In  the  third, 
Charles  V.  ftript  the  Bishop  of  his  temporal 
Pomer  ;  broke  thro'  all  the  Liberties  of  the 
Province  ;  impofed  a  Governor  upon  the  People^ 
and  obliged  the  Mobility  to  own  Themfelves 
his  Fajfals.  And  laflly,  upon  the  Eftabliihment 
of  the  Republic  of  the  united  Provinces,  and  the 
Bejormation  of  Religion^  the  Governrncat  took 
another  Form,  which  It  will  be  now  our  Bufi- 
nefsto  defcribe.  But  the  Reader  wil!  not  be  dif- 
plcafed  if  we  poftpone  this  a  little,  to  take  a 
jhort  View  of  the  antient  State  of  the  Province 
under  the  feveral  Governments  above  men- 
tioned. 

Pepin,  whom  the  Fre^tch  Style  Pepin  d' 
Heristals,  had  no  fooner  formed  the 
Defign  of  fecuring  the  Crown  of  France 
to  his  Pofterity,  than  he  refolved  to  pur- 
chafe  the  Clergy  at  any  Expence.  In 
this  View,  He  not  only  lummoned  a 
Council  for  the  Renewal  of  Ecclefiaftical 

Difcipline^ 
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Difiipllne^  but  revived  the  old  annual  Cu- 
ftom  of  convening  the  Eftates  of  the 
Kingdom,  amongft  whom,  He  now  firft  in- 
troduced the  Bishops  and  Abbots,  who 
'till  then  had  never  been  received  in  that 
AlTembly:  Nor  had  the  Commons  whom 
they  term  in  France,  le  Tiers  Etat^  any 
Right  in  this  early  Age ,  to  fend  their 
Reprefentatives  to  the  Affemhly  of  the 
States;  a  Priviledge,  They  have  fmce  car- 
ried to  a  very  confiderabfe  Height,  tho' 
it  be  now  in  a  Manner  loft  agam,  or  fo 
reduced  and  obfcured  at  lead,  by  the  vaft 
Power  acquired  to  that  Crown  during  the 
Minillries  of  Richlieu  and  Mazarine, 
as  to  be,  in  reality,  nothing  but  a  Name, 

This  Pepin  having  fubdued  the  Prisons, 
and  their  Neighbours  of  the  Province  of  U- 
TRECHT,  reiolvedto  attempt  thQXYConvcrfion'^ 
and  accordingly  fent  Mifionaries  amongft 
Them,  one  of  whom  was  Willibrord^wIio 
firil  preached  the  Gospel  at  Utrecht';  {a) 
and  having  afterwards  received  a  new  Name, 
and  an  extraordinary  Mijfion  from  Pope 
Sergius,  (J)   He  became  the  firft  Bishop 


(a)  See  Batavza  Sacra,  Lib'  i< 

(b)  Anno  6g6. 
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of  that  City,  with  the  Confent  and  Ap- 
probation of  PepWy  who  ereded  it  into  an 
Epifcopal  See,  in  his  Favour. 

Charles  Martel,  who  obferved  the 
fame  Policy  towards  the  Church,  that 
Pepin  had  done;  augmenred  the  Revenue 
of  the  new  Bifhoprick  of  Vtrecht,  very  con- 
fiderably;  which  continued  to  encreafe 
every  Day,  by  the  fuperftitious  Liberality 
of  the  People y  and  the  principal  Lords ;  who 
did  not  forefee,  when  they  made  Donations 
of  their  tVa/h  Lands  to  the  Church,  that 
from  being  uncultivated  and  feemingly  of 
little  Value,  they  would  be  fo  well  iw- 
proved  m  the  Courfe  of  Time,  as  to 
enable  the  Bishop  to  ere£t  and  maintain 
himfelf  in  a  complicated  Tyranny  over 
their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  as  well  as  their 
Confciences. 

The  Nornjans,  who  invaded  Holland,  a- 
bout  the  latter  End  of  the  tenth  Century, 
made  great  Devaftations  in  this  Province; 
burned  the  Capital,  ravaged  the  Country,  and 
fpared  neither  the  Clergy  nor  Churches. 
Some  Time  after  which,  Bald  rick,  the 
then  Bijhop,  who  had  a  very  great  Afcen- 
dent  over  Otho  I,  rebuilt  the  Capital 
City ;  and  if  we  may  credit  certain  old  Ver- 
fes,  Utkecht  was  then  made  riie  Me- 
tro- 
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TROPOLis  of  Holland,  (a)    This  Bijhopy 
firft  obtained  the  Right    of  Coining  Money,' 
from  the  Emperor  Otho 

Adelbold  who    had    been  Privy   Coun- 
fellor  to  the  Emperor  Henry  the  ;d,  was 
eleded  to  the  See  of  Utrecht,  foon  af- 
ter Baldrick^    and    carried   his    Pretentions 
much  farther  than  any  of  his  PredecelTbrs. 
Hiflorians  inform  us,   that  he  was  the  Firfl: 
who  extended  his  Territcries   by  Force  of 
Aims;    but    his   SuccelTors     retained     the 
fame   Spirit ;     and  for  near   five    hundred 
Years,     We     read    of    nothing     but  War, 
tyranny,     and    Perfecuiion:     the    two  Firfl, 
arifmg    from   the  refllcfs    Ambition     with 
which   thcfe  Prelates  were  animated ;    and 
the  latter,  from   a  narrow  fpirited   Monkijh 
Principle,    afhUed    by    the  grofs    Supcrfti- 
tion  and   Ignorance  of   the  Times. 

From  the  Year  1017  to  1524,  there 
is  not  above  one  Biilop  (of  Thofe  who 
were  adlive  in  iheir  Stations)  taken  Notice 
of  in  all  the  Hiftory  of  lo  long  an  Interval, 
for  having  lliewed  a  due  F;.cgard  to  the  Liber- 


{■i)  Denique  Baliriais  Praful  nova  menia  ftruxit^ 
Qitx  n?oio  fubfijtunt,  auxUiante  Deo^ 
^Sic  IrloUandenfi   Terrx  vcradter  otTinl 
Tr.i]ellum  conpai  Urbs  Capitalrs  ajlhKc, 

(jv-kcmdy  Dijciht  As  i  Pacfi  VaJI,  Fag.  199 
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ty  and*  Priviledges  of  the  People.  This 
was  Guy  d'AvENEs,  who  had  the  Good- 
nefs  to  confirm  the  Priviledges  of  the  Magi« 
ftracy  of  Utrecht,  by  granting  them  a  very 
extenfive  (T/^^r^^r  which  ffcill  Subfiils. 

For  a  long  Series  of  Years,  the  Ger- 
man Emperors  had  afifted  the  Bisi-iops 
of  Utrecht  upon  any  Emergency,  but 
the  Time  came,  at  lail,  that  Charles  V, 
ever  vigilant  on  fuch  Occafions,  found  an 
Opportunity  of  annexing  this  Bijl^oprkk  to 
the:  Hereditary  Dominions  of  the  Houfe 
ot   Austria. 

Hekry  of  Bavarta  was  elected  B'/fnop^ 
by  the  Plurality  of  Voices  in  1424,  pre-- 
ferably  to  a  great  Number  of  Comfsetitors, 
but  fcarce  was  he  indalled,  e'er  he  began 
to  exert  his  Power  npon  the  Senate  of 
Amjlerdam^  whom  he  cited  before  him  upon 
Pretence  of  tlieir  pa-mitting  clandeitine 
Marriages,  and  excommunicated  them  for 
their  Non -Appearance.  But  the  Senate  in- 
ftead  of  lubmitting,  brought  their  Com- 
plaints before  Charles  V.  then  at  MalmeSy 
who  annilled  the  Biflofs  Sentence,  and 
declared  the  Excommunication  void,  and 
contrary  to  tlie  Liberties  of  the  City. 
This  was  the  Beginning  of  the  Prelate's 
Misfortunes.  The  People  of  Utrechx, 
animated  by  thole  of  Amflerdam,  and  en- 
G  cou  raged 
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couragcd,  no  doubt,  by  the  Dehaviour  of  the 
Empefor,  ihut  their  Gates ;  received  a  Gar- 
rifon  which  the  Duke  of  Geld er  fent  to 
their  AiTiftance,  and  declared  Henry  an 
Enemy  to  the  Public.  The  Bishop,  on 
his  Part  took  up  Arms,  and  put  the  Pro- 
njtnce  to  great  Inconvenlencies ;  but  his 
uirmy  having  deferred  for  want  of  Pay,  He 
was  reduced  to  have  Recourfe  to  Charles 
the  5  th,  who  refuted  him  his  Affiftance, 
'till  He  jlavijhly  offered  to  refign  the  Sove- 
reignty of  Utrecht  to  Him^  with  all  its 
Deper^d amies:  This  was  a  Temptation  not 
to  be  withfiood;  and  a  Treaty  was  ac- 
cordingly figned  between  the  Prelate 
and  tiie  Emperor  s  Mimflery,  at  SchooH- 
haven,  in  1527.  But  the  Duke  of  Gel- 
der  and  the  Veople  of  Vtretcht  being  in- 
formed  of  a  Bargain  lo  ignominious  in  it 
M'i\  and  fo  injurious  to  their  Liberty,  de- 
poled  the  Biihp,  elecled  another,  and  pre- 
pared to  refifi  the  Forces  that  Charles  fhould 
fend  to  put  the  Treaty  in  Execution  :  Upon 
this  a  cruel  ^Var  enfued,  which  was  put 
an  End  to,  by  the  Treachery  of  certain 
Inhabitants  in  Vtrscht^  who,  either  poflef- 
led  by  a  falfe  Point  of  Honour^  and  a 
llameahk  Loyalty  for  their  former  Eifhop^ 
or  actuated '  by  tlie  Hopes  of  Reward, 
opened     a     Gate     to    the    Imperial    For- 
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ceS'  (a)  The  Bishop  immediately  followed^ 
and  three  Days  afterwards,  in  a  full  Aflem- 
bly  of  the  clergy  and  Council^  propoled  the 
Ratification  of  his  Agreenaent  with  the  Em^ 
peror  as  a  Thing  abfolutely  neccflary. 
Their  Opinions,  however,  upon  fo  Me- 
lancholy an  Occafion,  were  very  much 
divided;  but  the  Town  being  full  of  Tra- 
tors  and  Enemies,  dete mined  to  Force  d 
Compliance f  had  it  hem  refufed :  The  A^- 
fembly  were  at  lafl:  induced,  the  Dagger 
at  their  ThroatSy  to  Pais  an  A61  for  the 
Confirmation  of  the  Treaty.  But  this 
was  no  fooner  known,  than  difapproved 
of  by  all  the  World,  and  the  Bishop^  fell 
into  fb  univerfal  a  Contempt,  and  became 
{o  fenfible  of  it,  that  He  abandoned  his 
Diocejfey     and   retired    into  Gerfrtcwy. 

The  People,  however,  were  extreamly 
unwilling  to  receive  a  new  Mailer ,  by 
Virtue  of  fo  fraudulent  and  unjuft  a  Con- 
tra£l:.  But  Charles  little  iifed  to  regard 
Complaints  of  the  Subjed  wiiun  opprelTed 
to  his  Intereft,  entered  the  Province  at  the 
Head  of  his  Army,  took  PodeiHon  o^Vtrecht^ 
depofed  the  Magiftrates  that  did  not  cori- 
cur  in  his  Defigns,  and  aloiillied  Part  of 
their   Priviledges.      Amcrsfort,     and    other 

(a)  Ex  veterjj.yWJ'.,  Trajeft,  Bat.  Sacra,  p.  Z40. 

G  3  Town$ 
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Towns  of  the  Province  underwent  the  fame 
Fare,-     and  in    1^34,    the  Emperor  fetled 
Artscles  cf  Vnion  between  the  Provinces  of 
Z>tr(cht  and    Holland^    by    which,    he    or- 
dained   that    They   ihould  for   the   Future, 
be  ftrioly  united  without  Podibihty  of  Se- 
paration,   either    by  Contra^    of   Marriage^ 
Saky    or  any    other  Agreement:    And    to 
render  this  Vnion  more  perfect,    it  is  fur- 
ther   provided ,     that    both    the    Provinces 
iliould  have  one  and  the  fame  Governor  ;  that 
Sentences  o^  ^Banijhment-^.nd  other  Punifli- 
ments,  given  in  one   Provincf  fliould  hold 
Good  m  the  other  ;    Infomoch,  That  a  Cri- 
minal Banifhed   from  Holland^    iliould    find 
no  Afylurn  in  the  Province  of  Vtrecht,  and 
vice  verfa;  which  Article  continues   ftill  in 
force.      And    laflly,     The    Emperor    de- 
manded that  thofe   who  were  pollefled   of 
Fifes    in  the  Dependance  of  the  Bijhoprkky 
fliould   acknowledge  tliat  they  held  Them  of 
Him,    as  Sovereign  of  the  Provincey   fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  Place  of  the  Bishop. 

Thus  Things  were  entirely  altered  under 
Charles  the  5tb,  and  upon  the  Reforma- 
tion of  Religion,  and  die  Defection  of  the 
Province  from  Spain^  in  the  Time  of  his 
Son  Philip  II •  the  Methods  of  Govern- 
ment, were  again  changed,  and  received  the 
Form  which  they  retain  at  prefent. 

The 
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The  Sates  of  Utecht  confift  of  three 
Orders,-  the  Clergy,  Nosility,  and  the 
Commons.  The  Deputies  of  the  Clergy  are 
taken  out  of  the  five  firft  Chapters  of  the 
Cannons  of  the  City,  Who  are  at  prefent 
Laymen,  that  have  bought  thof&  Places, 
and  enjoy  certain  ecclefi^ftical  Revenues  an- 
nexed to  them.  Thefe  E)eputies,  who  are 
Eight  in  Number ,  are  called  the  Ele^ed, 
and  when  a  Vacancy  happens  amongfl: 
Them,  the  Town  of  Vtrecht  has  a  Right 
to  prefent  Two  of  its  Cannons  to  the 
Nohilky^  and  the  four  fmall  Towns,  of  whom 
they  ele£t  One.  Four  of  the  Cannons  arq 
ufually  Nohles,  tho'  there  is  no  exprefs  Law 
for  that  Purpofe. 

The  Number  of  the  Nobility  who 
form  the  Second  Order,  is  not  fixed. 
They  augment  their  Number  with  Confent 
of  the  other  Orders,  but  there  are  feve- 
rai  Conditions  eflential  to  One  that  would 
be  elected  into  this  Body,  the  Principal  of 
which  are,  tiwt  he  mull  bring  fuificient 
Proof  of  a  nohle  Decent^  that  he  poflefs  a 
Lordfhip  in  the  Province  worth  at  leaft 
twenty  five  thoufand  Florins,  and  that  He 
be  of  the  reformed  Religicu. 

The  Third  State  is  formed  out  of  the 
the  Senates  of  the  five  Towns  which  have 
a  Right  to  depme  to  the  Provincial  Jj[emi>^ 

^3  ^     bl 
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ly;  the  Town  of  Utrecht  pretends  how- 
ever, that  the  other  Four  have  only  a  Right 
to  debate  without  Voting,  Qi)  and  in  Re- 
ality, Refolutions  are  often  taken  upon  the 
Jifj^/e  Suffrage  of  Vtreckt^  tho  the  reft  do 
not  concur.  The  Court  of  ordinary  Depw 
tksy  as  they  are  Stiled,  is  equivalent  to  the 
Council  of  State  in  Hollandy  and  confifts  of 
Four  of  the  Ele^ed;  four  Nohles^  two 
Deputies  of  the  Town  of  Vtrecht^  who  arc 
the  two  Regent  Burgomafters  for  the  Time 
being ;  One  for  the  Town  of  Amersforty 
and  Ont  for  the  otUer  Three;  who  elect  their 
Peputy  alternatively^    every  four  Months. 

The  Senate  of  Utrecht  is  compofed 
of  forty  Perfons,  concerning  whofe  Eledion, 
tliere  have  formerly  been  very  great  Dif- 
putes.  The  Clergy  and  the  Nobility, 
had  appropriated  the  Right  of  Election  to 
themlelves,  and  always  took  Care  that  the 
President  Burgomaster  ihould  be  a 
i^olkman^  who  by  Virtue  of  his  ^luality  and 
^ank  in  the  provincial  Affemhly  of  the  States^ 
found  it  no  hard  Matter  to  extend  his  Au- 
thority beyond  that  of  his  Colleagues,  The 
Town  often  complained  of  This,  but  to  no 
Purpofe,  'till   i6i8,   when    Prince    Mau- 


C<?jl  What  the  fy^wii  call,   une  Vaix  deliberativeo 
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RICE,  the^  Governor  r f  the  Province,  went 
thither  with  fome  Deputies  of  the  States 
General^  and  terminated  the  Difpute,  in 
Prefence  of  the  provincial  States  of 
ZJtrechty  and  the  Deputies  of  the  Town,  in 
the   following   Manner. 

The  Priviledge  which  the  Clergy  and  No^ 
lility  had  hitherto  enjoyed  was  taken  away; 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  of  the  forty  Members 
which  then  compofed  the  Town  Council^  the 
Prince  ihould    chufe  Twenty.    Probably  He 
might  be  jealous  of  the  Reft,  at  a  Time  when 
the  Difputes  about  Grace,  and  the  Affair  of 
Barnveldt    divided    Men's    Aflecbions.     To 
Thofe  the  Magiftrates  were  to  name  forty 
more,  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  Men  of  good 
Circumflances,  and  of  the  reformed  Religion. 
To  Thefe/zx/y  Perfon?,  the  Prince  as  Stad- 
THOLPER  fhould  add  Twenty;  andlaflly,  irom 
the  whole  Number  of  Fourfcore,  He  fhouki 
chufe  Forty^   who  for  the  Time  to  come, 
fliould  corapofe  the  Senate  ;  and  have  a  Pow- 
ft  to  elecl  their  Magifl rates,  and  fill  up  the 
Vacancies  of  their  own  Body,  without  being 
obliged  to  have  One  of  the  l^oMes  for  their 
Preftdent  Burgomafter  j  and  this  Form  has 
continued  ever  fince. 

There  is  this  Particular  in  the  Government 

oftheCity  of  Z>/rec/;/,  that  a  Forreigner  who 

to.s  refided  t^n  Tms  in  the  Town,  may  be  re- 
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celved  into  the  Regency;  and  thofe  who  are  i>orn 
in  the  Province,  are  admitted  after ^e  Tears* 
As  on  the  other  Hand,  to  be  a  Memher  of  the 
Colkdge  of  Nohles,  a  Camon  of  Vtrtcht,  or  in 
the  Service  of  a  for  reign  Prifice,  are  all  Circum- 
flances  that  exclude  a  Pedbn  from  that  D\2-- 
nity.  In  the  fame  manner  a  Father  and  his 
Soti;  Brothers,  and  Brother s- in- Law ;  cannot 
be  Members  of  the  Council  at  the  fame  Time; 
nor  mufc  a  Semtor  be  in  the  lead  concerned  in 
colle^ing  the  Tases,  or  farming  the  public 
Revenues  of  the  Town.  When  there  was  a 
St adth older ^  He  had  the  Eleftion  of  Magifl- 
rates  upon  a  double  Nomination  of  the  Senate^ 
but  fsnce  the  Death  of  William  the  Third, 
the  Town  has  exercifcd  that  Priviledge. 

The  ancient  Bishops  of  Utrecht  were, 
as  wc  have  feen,more  intent  on  their  Conpefis, 
and  ttie  Enlargement  of  their  Dominions^  than 
anxious  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and 
'^ciemes^  Content  to  aue.ment  the  Revenues 
cfiliQ  church.  They  never  thought  of  ere£t- 
ing  an  Academy  at  Vtrecht  ;  an  Honour 
Tiiey  left  to  the  new  RepuM/c,  which  in 
5631.  founded  the  University  ot  that 
City,  and  furnijflied  it  with  able  Profeflbrs 
in  a!i  Faculties.  Tl>e  principal  of  thefehave 
been /'(?(;/ i^^i,  who  left  his  Name  to  his  Vif 
ciples,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  of  Cocc^ius, 
with  W'lvjm  He  had  very  gfeirt  DifputeSi  as 

well 
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well  as  with  Des  Cartes,  whofe  Thtlofophy 
He  derryed.  After  Him  we  may  reckon  his 
SoYiy  with  Burnt an^  and  the  celebrated  Gr^vi- 
us  Leusden,  Leydecker,  and  Reland, 
areNimesof  great  Reputation  in  the  learned 
World ,  and  ibme  of  the  prefent  Members  of 
this  Academy,  are  Perfons  of  diftinguiihed 
Abilities. 


O  F     T  H  E 

Province  of  Frizeland. 


r  S  T  O  R  Y  does  not  afford  any 
Example  of  a  People  who  have 
been  more  eminent  Lovers  of 
Liberty,  or  that  luve  aiTerted  it 
v/ith  greater  Bravery  than  the 
isoNs.  Drusus,  (^)  however,  having 
cut  a  Communication  between  the  Rb/fie 
and  the  /(fel,  entred  the  Zuider-'Zee  with 
Fleet  ;  And  having  furprized  the 
void    of    any    Apprelienfion,    the 


Fr 


IS 

People 


(a)'Dio.  Hift.  L.  4  and  L.  5.  p.  I2(5.  128, 
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whole  Nation  was  at  once  feized  with  a  pa- 
nick  Fear,  and  proved  an  eafy  Conquefl  to  the 
RomanS'  But  Drutus  being  dead,  They 
immediately  threw  off  the  Yoke,  crucified  the 
Rc7rian  Tax-Gatherers,  beat  the  Forces  that 
were  lent  to  reduce  Them  under  the  Com- 
mand of  A p RON r us,  and  regained  their  an- 
cient Liberty  with  irefli  Acquifitions  of  Glory 
and  Reputation. 

Their  Ensbassadors  who  appeared  at 
Rome  in  the  Time  of  Nero,  maintained  the 
Honour  of  the  Proviftce  mih  a  great  Deal  of 
Gallantty.  Tacitus  records  the  Names  of 
thcfe  Embassadors  (^)  who  It  feems  were 
Men  of  very  great  Auiiiority  at  Home,  and 
behaved  as  luch  when  at  Ror/ie.  Bein^  infor- 
aricd  that  It  was  the  Cuftom  for  foreign  Mi-^ 
vifters  in  Alhance  with  the  Empire^  to 
iit  amongft  the  Senators  in  Pompey's 
Theatre  ;  They  took  iheir  Seats  there  like- 
wile,  and  affirmed  there  was  no  Nation  that 
had  tither  more  Courage,  or  good  Faiib^  than 
the  Germans. 

After  liiis  the  Frizons  enjoyed  their  Li- 
lenits  lor  a  long  Series  of  Years,  tho'  often 


{a^j  Autoic  Veriito  3^  M^lorige  qui  naticneaieain  rege- 
l>8r.t  in  quantum  Germani  regnantur. 
Taeit.  Ann.  Lib.  i^.Ch,  43.  P.  r.53^ 

attacked 
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attacked  by  the  Romans^  who  had  a  mind  to 
fubdue  them  l^ut  in  Charlemagne's  Time 
their  Government  took  another  Form.  This 
Prince  reduced,  and  made  Them  Tributaries 
to  France  ;  and  as  it  was  the  Cuftom  of  that 
Time  to  fend  Counts,  or  Viceroys  into 
the  conquered  Provinces^  Charlemagne  e- 
ftablirtied  one  in  Frizeland  with  the  Title 
of  Potestas. 

Forteman  the  tall  was  the  firft  that  en- 
joyed this  Dignity,  who  after  having  defea- 
ted the  Saxons  thatcameto  pillage  Frizeland; 
march'd  with  an  Army  of  his  Countrymen 
into  Italy,  where  they  performed  fo  many 
gallant  Adions  in  Charlemagnes  Service,  that 
He  permitted  the  Province  to  quarter  a  Demi- 
Eagle  in  her  Arms,  and  by  a  Decree  in  the 
Year  802,  He  declared  Her  hee  and  exem[  t 
from  any  Tribute  for  tne  Future. 

A  Part  of  Frizeland  became  lubjeit  to  the 
House  of  Burgundy  in  the  Time  of  Phili? 
the  Good,  (^)  but  the  Bulk  of  the  Province 
continued  to  be  governed  by  her  Foteftas  down 
to  the  Time  of  Charles  V  ,•  and  as  the  Bishops 
of  Vtrerht  were  either  contemptible  lor  their 
Sloth,  or  remarkable  for  their  Ambition  and 
Tyranny  ;  the  Chiefs  of  Frizelamd  on  the 


(a)  Anno  i4|9^o 
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contrary  were  generally  noble  and  difintere- 
fted  Affertors  of  the  i?i^^/j  and  Pretdomot  the 
Suhjefi^  One  of  Them  having  been  felicita- 
ted by  William  Count  of  Holland,  and 
King  of  the  Romans,  to  afTift  him  in  ob^ 
taining  the  Sovereignty  oiihQFrovi?7cf^  was  fo 
far  from  complying  that  He  llruck  a  Medal  in 
Deteftation  of  the  Propolal  which  bore  this 
Infcription. 

SiXTUS  SlAERDAMA   PoTESTAS  FkISItE. 

and  on  the  Reverfe, 

LiBERTAS    PRiEVALET    AuRO. 

This  was  fo  warmly  refented  by  the  King 
of  the  Romans^  that  He  entred  Frizeland  with 
a  very  confiderable  Army,  and  beat  Siarda^ 
ma  ;  but  loft  his  Life  in  a  lecond  Expedition 
againft  the  Fotefias^  who  lived  to  carry  on  the 
Warfeveral  Years  afterward  under  the  Reign 
of  Florent. 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  more  fuc- 
cefeful  in  his  Enterprizes  upon  Frizeland  ; 
which  lie  entirely  reduced  in  15x3  ;  tho' 
with  the  Lofs  of  his  General,  John  de 
Wassenaer,  who  had  fignalized  Himfelf  in 
the  Battle  of  Pa  via,  and  was  now  killed  before 
&LOTSN,   which  i:  feems  was  the  Jalt  Place 
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in  the  Province  that  held   out  againfl  the 

ExMPEROR. 

The  Prisons  recover  d  their  Libertieshow- 
ever  under  Philip  2d.  by  er>tring  into  the 
Confederacy  of  theyd't;£*»  Provinces-,  and  no- 
thing can  be  a  ftronger  Proof  of  their  extreani 
Love  of  Freedom,  tlian  that  their  Govern- 
ouRS  have  never  been  able  in  the  Courfe  of 
io  many  Ages,  to  enlarge  their  Power,  or  ac- 
quire greater  Titles  ;  both  which  on  the  con- 
trary have  declined  by  Degrees  ,*  whereas  in 
other  Countries  it  has  been  ufual  enough  to 
augment  Them  by  gradual  infenfible  Vfurpa-- 
tions  on  the  Right  of  the  Subjed.  Their  firfl 
Governours  were  Rings,  the  fecond  Dukes, 
and  the  Third  ruled  them  under  the  Title  of 
PoTESTAs.  It  is  true  indeed  that  They  have 
lately  made  the  Government ^  or  the  Stadt- 
HOLDERSHip  of  their  Province  Hereditary, 
but  this  was  rather  owing  to  Nece0ity  than 
Choice,  for  his  late  Majesty  King  Willl- 
AM  havingini67^  manage!  certain  Intrigues 
in  order  to  obtain  the  StaJthoUsr/hipy  the  Fri- 
zoNS,  apprehenfive  It  may  be  ot  that  Prince's 
growing  Power,  refolved  to  perpetuate  the 
Dignity  of  Stadtkolder  in  that  branch  of  the 
l<!aj[au  Family,  which  is  fettled  in  the  Pro^ 
evince  • 

They  took  at  the  fame  Time  however  all 
imaginable  Precautions  for  the  Prefervation  of 

their 
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their  Privilcdges;  and  amongft  other  Re- 
ftridions,  the  Stadtholder  v-  incapacitated  to 
make  any  Purchafe  in  the  Province ;  or  at 
leail  when  fuch  an  Acquifition  is  made,  all 
Privilcdges  and  Rights  that  may  be  depen- 
dant on  the  purchafed  Lands  are  fufpended 
pro  Tempore^  and  revived  again  when  the  E- 
flate  changes  Hands,  and  revolves  to  a  pri- 
vate Family. 

But  not  withflanding  this,  the  Stadtholder 
has  a  very  confiderable  Authority.  He  eleds 
the  Magiflratei  of  all  the  Towns,  except  Thofe 
of  Lemvardin  and  Franeker^  from  a  double  No- 
mination of  the  Senates.  He  has  his  Seat  in 
the  Council  of  State  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces ;  and  for  fome  Time  after  the  grand 
Revolution,  when  this  Dignity  v^as  yet 
in  its  hitancy,  He  difpofed  of  all  mili- 
tary Preferments.  But  the  States,  agree- 
able to  their  old  Cuflom  of  reducing  the  Pow- 
er of  their  Govern  ours,  have  fince  red  rained 
this  Priviledge  to  fuch  Pofls  only  as  fliall  be- 
come vacant  during  the  Campaign. 

There  are  three  Provinces^  or  at  leaft  three 
Diftrids,  which  bare  the  Name  of  Frizeland, 
The  Firfl  governed  by  its  own  Prince,  is  East 
'Fr[zeland,  whofe  Capital  is  Embden.  The 
lecond  is  West  Frizeland,  now  vulgarly 
called    North    Holland^  which  formerly 

com« 
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comprehended  the  Town  of  Amsterdam, 
and  the  third  is  That  which  bears  the  Name 
of  the  Province  of  Frizeland. 

Theprefent  Form  of  Government  eftablilh- 
ed  in  this  Provme  is  very  particular.  Frize- 
land confifts  of  four  Quarters,  three  of  which 
are  Ostergo,  Westergo,  Sevenwould, 
and  the  fourth  is  of  the  Towfjs.  On  the  Firft  of 
thefe  depended  eleven  Bailywicksy  on  the  fe- 
cond  J^lhe,  and  on  the  Third  ten.  Each  Bai- 
/jwick,  and  each  City,  fend  Two  Deputies, 
who  together  reprefent  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  Province.  When  they  are  met  in  their 
General  Ajjemhly^  they  feparate  Themfelves  in' 
to  four  Chambers,  Each  of  which  chufes  two 
Deputies,  whom  They  term  the  little  J^umher, 
and  'tis  to  thefe  Perfons,  that  all  thofe  addrefs 
Themfelves,  who  have  any  Thing  that  de- 
mands Recourfe  to  the  States.  The  Nobles 
have  no  Rank  amongft  the  States  of  Frize- 
land, and  indeed  there  are  no  Mannours  or 
Lordjhips  in  the  Province.  The  Comt  of 
States  Deputies,  confifts  of  nine  Perfons- 
Two  tor  each  Quarter  of  the  Province,  and 
Three  on  the  Part  of  the  Towns-  Thofe  of  the 
Quarters  are  changed  every  Year  in  the  ordi- 
nary Courfe,  but  fometimes  tbey  are  conti- 
nued by  a  frelh  Commufion  ,•  and  the  Toivn 


Deputies 
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Deputies  hold  their  Employ  for  three  Years. 
The  two  principal  Towns  of  this  Province  are 
Lemvarden  2.r\d  Faneker.    The  Firft  is  Capi- 
tal of  OsTERSo,  where  refide  the  Courts  the 
Council  of  State y  and  provincial  Courts  of  Ju- 
pice.  Faneker  is  the  Capital  of   Wes- 
TERGO,  and  has  formerly  been  celebrated  for 
her  Z/;?ii;f /y^'-f y,  founded  in  f  5  8  i .  The  Towns 
have  all  tiieir  Senates  and  Burgomafters  whofe 
Numbers  are  different.     The  high  Court  of 
Jujlice  held   at  Leuwarden^   is  in  veiled  with 
a  very  great  x^uthority,  andconfids  of  twelve 
Councellors,  who  are  ekcled  by  their  refpec- 
tive  Quarters,  and  introduced  to  their  Fundi- 
ons,  by  the  States  Deputies^    to  whom  They 
take  the  cuftomary  Oath  of  Office.  She  judges 
Sovereignly  of  all  Crimes  that  incur  corporal 
Puniiliment,  except  fuch  as  regard  the  Ad- 
uMiRALTY,  and  the  Army  ;  and  the  States 
repofe  fo  great  a  Confidence  in  the  Decifions 
of  this  Court,  that  they  never  grant  either 
Pardon  or  Reprieve,  to  Thofe  who  lie  under 
her  Sentence.    Appeals  are   brought    hither 
from  the  inferior  Courts    of   tjie   Province^. 
which  are  determined  according  to  the  Statute 
Laws  of  Frizvland ;  and  in  Caufes  purely  civHy 
tlitre  lies  an  Appeal  Irom  the  Sentence  oi  the 
Court  by  way  of  Revifion.     There  are  two 
Methods  of  Revifion    Tiie  firft  is  by  Appeal 
tQ  the  fame  Court  better  informed  j  but  in  the 

mean 
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mean  Time,  the  firft  Sentence  may  be  exe- 
cuted, provided  the  Party  in  whole  Favotir 
It  is,  gives  Security  to  pay  the  Sum  in  Que- 
flion,  if  the  fecandVerditt  goes  again^  Him.  The 
fecond,  which  is  called  the  grand  Revijion^  is 
made  in  the  Nameof  the *S/j/fj-, whole  Deputies 
chufe  Six  Lawyers  whom  chty  conititute  Re- 
'vifors^  Three  of  the  Province  and  three  S tr an- 
ger s,  who  meet  at  Leuwardtn,  where  a 
Member  of  the  high  Court  delivers  ihern  a 
Copy  of  the  Trocejs  iealed  up^to  be  re-exami- 
ned upon  xhtjame  Proofs  that  were  hefore  ex- 
hihited.  i\fter  tlie  Revifors  have  given  their 
Opinions,  the  fame  Member  cf  the  high  Court 
produces  a  lecond  fealed  i  aper,  with  the  /e- 
/'fr^r^  Opinions  of  the  Judges  who  aflifttd  ac 
the  formf-r  Revifion  ;  which  being  opened  and 
confidered,  the  States  Deputies  form  a  Con- 
clufion  from  the  Plurality  of  Opinions,  as  well 
o^  the  former  Judges^  ^LSoithQprefef^t  Revifors; 
and  this  is  deciared  to  be  the  6'entence  of  the 
Stater  of  Frizeland. 


H  OF 
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OF     THE 


Province  of  Overyssel. 


rERTSSEL  is  fituated  in  the 
^  Vijdle,  between  Frizelatid,  Gel* 
derland^  the  2.uyder-2.ee^  and 
the  Country  of  Wejlfalta^  near 
vvhofe  Borders  the  Tffd  takes 
its  Rife,  \Ahich  watering  this  Province  in 
her  Courfe,  receives  the  Rhine  at  Doeshurg^ 
and  afterwards  empties  her  felf  into  the 
Zuyder-Zee^  or  the  Fluvo  Lacus  of  the 
Ancients-  This  Rivek  was  originally  called 
Sal  A,  and  thofe  that  lived  on  the  Banks  of 
it  Saliens,  who  were,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  People  that  firft  inhabited  the  Pro- 
vince of  Overysel-  Tacitus  who  had 
throighiy  fiudied  the  Cufloms  of  Germa- 
ny, gives  us  an  Iciea  of  the  Salien's  Go- 
vernment, when  tributary  to  the  Romans. 

Their 
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Their  Chief  or  General,  had  the  Title 
of  King  ;  but  was  eleded  by  the  Peo- 
ple, (a)  who  retained  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Supream  Power  in  their  own  Body;  and  a- 
mongfl.  ocher  Things,  They  had  a  Share 
in  tiic  Fines  impofed  on  Criminals. 

Tars  Miilcta;  Regl  vel  Civitati  vindkatur* 

The  rnore  important  AfFairs  of  tlie 
Government  were  debated  in  popular  Af- 
ferMes,  at  which  the  Priejis  were  prefcnr, 
whofe  Duty  it  was  to  impojfe  i>iience. 
tach  Chief  had  a  Right  to  harangue 
the  People ;  who  re(pe£led  Him  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Force  of  his  Eloquence^  or  the 
Reputation  He  had  acquired  in  military 
Jffiiirs,  They  exprefled  their  Approbation 
of  what  was  fa  id,  by  clalhing  their  Wea- 
pons together  in  a  martial  Manner,  and 
their   Dill  ike  by   a  confrfed  Murmur. 

For  the  Adminillration  of  Ju/Iice,  the 
Chiefs  were  ufed  at  certain  Seafons,  to 
take  a  Tour  ;  or,  as  we  call  ir,  a  Circuit ^  io 
the  feveral  Towns  of  the  ProvincCy  attend- 
ed by  a  confidcrabie  Number  of  Perfons, 
who,  upon  tliefe  Occafions,  were  aflbciated 


(«)  Prificzpei    eUguntury     -  -  -  -     fays  Tacitus, 

Hi  to 
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to  Them  for  the  Difpenfation  of  Juftke  and 
Equity.  (^) 

It  is  prefumed  that  the  Salique  Law  was 
firft  framed  by  the  People  o'iX\\\.^Pr evince^  im- 
maiiately  after  they  had  iliook  cff  their  De- 
pendance  on  the  Romans.  A  Confl Hut hnthsit 
has  fince  grown  famous,  from  being  received 
by  the  French,  who  confiJer  it  as  one  of  the 
bed  Supports  of  their  Cro \vn,  which  by  this 
Law  is  hmited  to  the  Males  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily. Pharamond  is  indeed  named  for 
the  Inventor  of  It,  and  It  is  particularly  faid 
that  He  convened  an  Ailembly  of  the  French 
Lords  in  412,  by  whofe  Alliflance  it  was 
compiled  ;  and  the  Obfervaticn  of  it  after^ 
wards  enforced  by  Cloais  who  drove  the 
P^omaKS  out  of  Gaul^  and  fucceeded  Phara- 
mond in  that  Monarchy,  But  the  very  near 
Affinity  between  the  Names,  would  I  own 
be  enough  to  make  me  conclude  it  an  Infti- 
tution  of  the  Saliens,  efpecialiy  as  the  Law 
has  ever  been,  and  is  at  prefent  religioufly 
obferved  throughout  the  Province  of  OveryfTel. 
(^j  This  Opinion  is  fortified  by  another  Con- 
fiderationj  fuggeftedby  Monsieur  Basnage, 


(a)  Ccnteni  fingulis  Comites  Confilium  fimul  &:  Autho- 
ritas  adfutit  Tao  Cermania,  Cap.  XIII.  Page  546. 
(Jj)  Vjde  Junius, 

who 
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who  has  given  the  World  a  very  learned  Critic 
on  this  Subjedlr,  (F)  which  is,  that  there  are 
at  lead  twenty  different  CJaufes  fcatiered  a- 
bout  in  the  Body  of  the  Salique  Laiv^  which 
are  lo  many  Statutes  againft  the  itealing  of 
Swine,  infomuch  that  the  Frefervation  of 
thofe.  Animalsy  appear?  to  have  been  one  of  the 
principal  Intentions  of  the  Legislator,  which 
could  not  have  happen'd  had  He  lived  in  any 
other  Country  than  Overyjfel  or  WefifJia^ 
where  the  Hogs  llili  continue  to  be  the  prin* 
cipal  Riches  of  the  Inhabitants,  as  they  un« 
doubted ly  were  at  that  Time. 

The  Government  fufFered  a  very  great 
Change  under  Charlemagne  ;  who  having 
conquered  Germany, annexed  Overyjfel  and 
the  neighbouring  Provinces  to  his  Dominions, 
and  fent  Them  their  feveral  Dukes  or  Counts 
who  ruled  the  People  in  his  Name.  Overyjfel^ 
in  particular,  had  a  Diftind  Governor  for  each 
of  her  Diftrids,  agreeable  to  the  Obfervation 
o[  2i  Saxon  Poet, 

Bed  variis  divifa  moclis  Plehs  omnis  hahehat^ 
^luot  Pagosy  tot  pisne  Duces, 


(h)  Defcription  hiftorique  Ja  Governement  des  Provin^' 
ces  unics, 

H  3  Befidea 
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Befides  their  Governours,  They  h.d.6.  another 
Officer  of  very  great  Authority,  who  was 
termed  Scultet,  quajj  Schout,  whofe 
Power  v\  as  equivalent  to  that  of  the  Roman 
Prjetor,  or  the  modern  City  Bailiff.  They 
were  in  a  manner,  aflbciated  to  the  Counts  for 
the  Ad  miniftration  of  Juftice  .-  I<fon  potefl  ullus 
Comes  qui  jiih  regali  Banna  cognofcity  Ugitmum 
hah  ere  'Judk'tumfine  Juo  Sculteto   (ji) 

OvERYssEL  underwent  another  Revolu- 
tion in  the  Time  of  Charles  the  Bald. 
This  Prince  haviiig  made  War  upon  the  Em- 
peror Loth  AX  RE,  in  Conjundion  with  his 
Brother  Lewis  the  German^  King  of  Bavaria, 
They  applied  Themfelves  to  the  Clergy  to 
corroborate  the  Title  which  Conqueft  had 
given  Them  over  the  Emperors  Dominions. 
It  u'as  the  Cuftom  of  that  Age  for  Princes  to 
refign  their  Crowns  to  the  Clergy^  in  order  tore  . 
ceive  them  again  Vv^irh  greater 'Luftre  and  Au- 
thcrity.  Tiie  Fried  in  Gratitude  tor  the  Ho- 
nour done  Him,  employed  his  venerable  Cria- 
rader  and  the  ourfide  of  Religion  to  engage  the 
People  in  a  paHive  Obedience.  Agreeable  to 
This,  Charles  and  Lewis  having  convened 
an  Ailembly  of  Eijhops  at  Aix  la  Capelle,  The 


^«^  Sfscuiirm  Saxon,  Lib.  i.  Art.  50.  55,  'i6. 

Emperor 
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Emperor  Lothaire  was  by  them  declared 
unworthy  of  the  Countries  his  Father  Lewis 
le  Debonnaike  had  left  Him.  Receive  fay 
They  to  the  two  Brothers,  Receive  the  King- 
dom hy  the  Authority  of  God ^  and  govern  it  accor- 
ding to  his  Will.  We  advife^  e short  and  com- 
mand you  to  do  It> 

In  this  Manner  thefe  Princes  received 
from  a  Congregation  of  Prelates  the  Dona- 
tion of  thofe  Countries  which  They  were 
already  in  PofTeflion  of  by  Conqueft. 

The  greater  Difficulty  was  how  to  di- 
vide the  Spoil  between  themfelves,-  but 
it  was  at  lafl  agreed  that  Lewis  Ihould 
retain  Bavaria,  which  was  his  old  Patri- 
mony, with  a  part  of  Germany,  incluaing 
Overyjfel^  ani  the  Neighbouring  Provinces. 
A  Partition  that  has  fince  been  the  Ocrafion  of 
feveral  Quarrels;  for  Lothaire^  thus  ftript 
of  his  Dominions,  conilantlv  maintained  that 
the  difmembred  Provinces  were  always  depen- 
dant on  the  Emperor  and  Empire^  from 
whence  the  Succeeding  Emperors  took  fre- 
quent Opportunities  to  revive  their  Pre- 
tentions to  them. 

The  Government  of  Overyjjel  fufTered.  a- 
nother  Change,  flill  more  difidvantageous 
than  the  former,  under  the  Bishops  of 
Utrecht.  Thefe  Prelates^  though  not 
abfolute  Sovereigns  oi  the  whole  Frovince^ 
H  4  had 
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had   got  FoflefTion  of  a  Part  of  It,   which 
they   not   only  ruled    in    a  very  tyranical 
Manner,  but  were  the  Occafion  of  number- 
hfs  Mifchtefg  to  the  Provhce,   from  the  In- 
veteracy of  their  Enemies;  who  to  revenge 
themfelves  upon  the   Bijhop,    were  fure  to 
make   cruel  Inroads  into   the  Country,    to 
the  Dedruftion  of  the  People.    It  has  been 
often   remarked  that   the    Government    of 
Ecclefmftkks    is  very   uncertain ;    for   if  on 
one  Hand,    the  Veneration  which  the  Peo- 
ple   entertain     for    their    Characier^     gives 
Them  an  opportunity  of  extending    their 
Dominion."^,    under    the   Sandtiou    of    Reli- 
pon ;      the    fame     Circumftance      renders 
Tliem    lefs     proper    to  defend   their   i^of- 
felhons,     when    either    Jesiloufy  of    Power^ 
or     a    Defire    of     growing    Rich    at    the 
Expence    of    the     Church,     excites     their 
Neighbours    to    attack    them.     The    Peo- 
ple    too    are    estreamly   various    in    their 
Opinions.      One   Man  ihall   be    fb    preju- 
diced   as    to    hazard    every    Thing,    evtn 
Life  irjelf,   to  (upport  the  BiJJ?op  in  all  his 
Pretentions;    whilft    Another    or'    a    cooler 
Complexion,    looks  upon  Nothing  with   lo 
much  Contempt  as  a  dejignhg  Ecclefiajlkk^ 
wlio   under    dsiterent    Pretences,     lacrificcs 
U|e  Dignity  of  his  Charader,  and    all  real 

Con^ 
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Concern   for    Religion,  to    fecular    Tntereft 
and    unlimited  Ambition.     When   the    Bi- 
Jhops  of  Vtrecht  firft  made  their  Conquefts 
in  Overyfel,  and  began  to  exercife  a  Jurif- 
di£tion    there,    all    imaginable    Care    was 
taken    to    hinder    their    Progreflion.      Ac- 
cording   to     the   Conftitution,    they    were 
to    depend    in    a    great    Meafure  on    the 
States,  fo  far  at    leaft,    as  to  attempt  no- 
thing of   very  great  Confequence,  without 
their  Advice;  but  they  often  broke  through 
the  moderate  Limits    prefcribed  them    by 
the  Law,    and    abufing  at   once  the  Devo- 
tion of    the   Teople  and   the  Ar^or  of  the 
Troop,    They  led  Them  juft  as  their  Am- 
bition   dire<fted.      Sometimes    the    Frifom 
were    their    Enemies ;    and    Peace    ihould 
hardly    be  reftored,    when  a  new  Quarrel 
would  break  out    with  the  Dukes   of  Gel- 
Aer ;     and    This    again,    be   fucceeded   by 
another,  ftill  more  cruel  and  bloody,  with 
their  inveterate  and  powerful  Enemies,  the 
Coufits  of  Holland. 

The  States  ot  the  Frovincey  however, 
who  could  not  pollibly  draw  any  Advan- 
tage from  Vidoriesy  which  ferved  only  to 
cherifh  the  Ambition  of  the  Prelates,  very 
often  oppofed  the  March  of  their  Soldi- 
ers; and  leaving  the  Bijhop  to  deal  with 
his   Enemies  in  the  beft  Manner  he  cou/cf, 

wou/cl 
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would  regulate  their  Conduit  agreeable  to 
the  Event  of  the  Campagm.     But  fuch  was 
the    narrow    fpirited    Temper     of    thofe 
dark    and    fuperftitious    Ages,     that  there 
is  fcarce  an  Hiftorian  who  does  not  blame 
this    prudent    Temporifing    in    the   People 
and  States  of  Overyjfel;    as  if    it   was  the 
Duty  of  Mankind  to  run  blindly  into  all 
the    Enterprifes    of  their   Sovereigns^    tho* 
the   Succefs   could  only  ferve  to   draw  on 
their  own    Ruin,   in  the    Eftablilliment   of 
a  Tyranny.    Befides  the  People  and  States,  we 
are  told  there  was  another  Order  of    Per- 
fons   in  the   Province  y   who  often    oppofed 
the  Bijhop-  (^)     Thefe   were  certain  Lords, 
whofe  Names    Cuichardine  has    tranfmitted 
to   usj(i)    that    were  lo  many  Sovereigns 
within   their  Refpeflive   Jurifdi6i:ions. 

They  were  invelled  with  all  that 
Right  which  the  Civilians  term,  Jus  Ar- 
mor ur^i  &  Ffijderis,  tlie  Right  of  arming  their 
Fa(fals  and  Dependants^  and  of  making 
War    and    Peace    witli    their     Neighbours. 


(a)  Ft  di  piu  vi  fono  diefi  Looghi  molto  principali 
&  importanr!  i  qiiaii  hanno  larahinmn  l-rivilegi.  Cuic 
cardinz   Defciti'-ne  di  turti  i  Paeil   baiii.     p.  865. 

Co)  The  TitlfS  of  the  ten  Lords,  mentioned  in  Cure- 
hardin,  are  Peppei,  Ghelmuyden,  Co^verdcn,  Hardstnberrjhe^ 
Omine^    Ahnelor^     Coor,     Die^inbeiff-.^    Dcbden^   and   £«' 

But 
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But  as  thofe  Lord-,  could  not  always  agree 
to  unite,  and  were  fingly  too  weak  to  en* 
counier  the  Bijhop  ;  He  who  never  let  flip  an 
OccafioiJ,  had  ic  frequently  in  his  Power  to 
deftroy  Them,     and  when  a  CelTaiion  of  for- 
reign  Broils*  gave  the  Bijhop  Leiiure   to  turn 
his  Thoughts,  and  apply  all  his  Force  to  the 
Oppreffion  of  his  Subjeds  at  Home,  then  even 
th^  People  J  Lords  2^nd  States    though  all  uni- 
ted, were  itiilroo  weak  to  rppofe  Him,  and 
in  this  Cafe  they  had  Kecourfe  to  tliQ Emperor's 
FrotecVion.  tho  tne  Remedy  was  worle  than 
the  Dileafe ;  for  the  Imperial  Troops  were  never 
ftrong  enough  entirely  to  drive  away  Thofe 
of  the  Bi/hop  ;  and  having  been  ufed  to  free 
Quarter  and  a  relaxed  DiicipUne,  They  har- 
raifed  the  Country  mod  miferably  under  the 
Pretence  of  defending  it.  It  will  be  allowed  I 
believe  from  what  ha^  been  laid,  that  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Government  has  been  extreamly 
fatal  to  this  Province ;  which  in  1 3  8  ?  was  rhe 
iScd'^f  of  a  ihort  but  lurprizing  Revolution  un- 
der JjifN  in.     This  Prelate  from  being  6"^^ 
cretary  of  State  to  the  King   of    France, 
mounted  inio  the  Sec  ofZ/trecht,  by  Virtue  of 
one  of  thofe  bold  Steps  which  the  Popes  forae- 
times  take  to  aflert   their   Supremacy.     The 
Cannons  had  chofen  another  Bisho^,  but 
the  Pope  thought  fit  to  fupercedc  the  EleTion 
in  Favour  of  This  Jjhn,  who  immediately 

fell 
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fell  upon  enlarging  his  Diocefs  by  all  pofTible 
Methods.  Agreeable  to  This  He  bought  fe- 
veral  Eflates  of  the  Comt  of  Bentheim^  and 
put  Himleif  in  Pofleffion  of  Diepenheim  But 
whether  the  Debts  he  had  contracted  to  buy 
thefe  Lands  eat  Him  up;  or  that  his  Revenues 
were  difipated  by  his  Luxury  \  He  died  fo 
much  in  Debt,  that  the  Diftri£!:s|of  Zalanty 
Twenth  and  Folknhove  were  given  up  to 
the  Duke  of  G  elder  land,  and  the  Count 
of  Holland^  as  Securities  for  the  Money 
They  had  lent  Him.  But  they  did  not  re- 
main long  in  their  Hands :  for  the  next  Bijhop 
being  as  covetous  as  his  Piedeceflbr  had  been 
extravagant,  foon  recovered  a  good  Part  of 
the  morrgoged  Country,  and  particularly  the 
Diftricht  and  Caftle  o[  i^ollenhove-  (a) 

At  laft  OvERYssEL  changed  its  Mafter  en- 
tirely, and  became  fubjed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Jujir/a.  The  provincial  States  weary  of  their 
EJependance  on  the  Biflwps  of  Vtrecht,  laid 
hold  on  the  Refignation  which  Henry  oi Bava- 
ria made  of  his  Bi/hcprick  to  Charles  V.  for  a 
Pretext  to  put  Themielves  under  his  Govern- 
ment ,•  who  accordingly  took  PoiTefiion  of 
Overyjfely    notwithftanding    the    Gppofition 


(a)  Tfeis  viz%  Frederzci  BUnkenheyme-a^  whD  died  at  Vol- 
ientoi'e  /«  1413. 

raadc 
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made  to  it  by  the  Duke  of  GeUerland,  whom 
Charles  eafily  obliged  to  acquiefce. 

Ttie  Province  however  did  not  long  remain 
fu'ojea  to  the  Houfe  oi  Auflria,  for  the  People 
of  the  Netherlands  having  taken  Arms  in  the 
manner  we  have  related  for  the_  Defence  of 
their  Liberty,  Overyfel  threw  oft'  the  Spam/h 
Yoke,  and  entered  into  the  Confederacy  of  the 
feven  Provinces ;  upon  whiCh  another  Form 
of  Govemr/ienf  took  9hcQ,  which  is  as  follows. 

The  States  ot  Overyssel  are  compofed 
of  the  Deputies  of  2^^/^»/.  twent  znd  Vollevi' 
hovey  and  of  the  three  Towns,  Campen  De- 
venter^  and  Zwoll ;  which  fix  Members,  with 
fuch  ot  the  Nohility^  as  have  Lordfhips  to  the 
Value  ot  thirty  Thoufand  Florins^  reprefentthe 
Sovereignty  of  the  Province.  Strangers  who 
defire  to  lettle  here  and  enter  into  the  Go-. 
vernment,  have  only  to  prove  their  Hohility^ 
buy  a  Lordllip^  live  in  the  Province  two  Years, 
and  pay  a  certain  Sum  for  their  Admijfion. 

Domeftick  Affairs  of  an  ordinary  Nature 
are  relolved  according  to  the  Plurality  of 
Voices,  but  in  an  uncommon  Manner  ;  for  if 
one  fingle  Nobleman  ]6ms  in  Opinion  with  the 
three  Towns,  They  make  the  P/«;W/^j',*  as  in 
like  manner,  if  one  77;/r<j/  of  the  Nobility,  and 
one  Nobleman  over  and  above,  join  with  Two 
of  the  Towns,  They  are  a  Majority  ;  and  'tis 
the  fame,  if  two  thirds  of  the  Nobility,  and 

one 
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one  more,  agree  with  one  of  the  three  Towns. 
But  ail  ^4d5  o^  State  which  relate  to  new  Taxes, 
Peace  or  iVar^  require  the  unanimous  Confenc 
of  ?]1  the  Orders. 

The  Bailiff  or  Drossart  ofZ\LANT  con- 
venes the  States,  by  fummoning  the  Deputies 
of  his  own  Q^rter  Himlelf,  an  i  the  Reft  by 
the  Inter pofii ion  of  their  refpedi^e  Bailiffs. 
He  likewife  prefides  in  the  general  Aflerr  biy, 
collects  the  Suffrages,  and  torms  the  Conclu- 
fi.n.  The  three  Towns,  who  have  formerly 
been  Members  of  the  Erripire^  pretend  flill  to 
be  Sovereign  within  the  Circuit  of  their  Walls 
and  Precifids;  and  that  there  lies  no  Appeal 
from  their  Sentences*  The  Dro farts  hovt  ever 
affirm,  that  ihtir  Jurifdiftion  extends  into 
all  the  Towns  of  their  Diftri£ts  ,•  bu-  with* 
out  deciding  which  is  in  the  Right,  'tis  mofl 
certain  that  the  Towns  have  aU^ays  main- 
tained their  Pretenfion^  and  judge  ail  Caules 
in  the  laft  Relbrt.  Each  of  the  Town  e- 
nates  confids  of  fixreen  Burgotyicfjl^rs^  wh.o  are 
ele6ted  by  the  People  divided  into  forty  Cantons. 
Thefe  Gentlemen  govern  ailimj-oriant  Atlairs, 
and  two  of  them  are  chofen  weekly  tor  the  Oil- 
patch  o\  ordinary  Bufmefs.  There  is  a  Court 
of  Jiijlice  in  this  Province^  tlio'  very  unlike 
Thofeof  Holland  and  Zealand ;  com  poled  of 
one  Deputy  of  every  Baiinrick,  and  each  of 
the  three  To7/ns  ,•  which  (erve.s  as  a  Council 

of 
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of  State  to  the  Province,  In  matters  of  Juflice 
there  lies  an  Appeal  from  the  ordinary  Judges^ 
to  the  feveral  Bailiffs  ;  who  determine  all 
Caufes  in  the  laft  Kefort  ,•  and  againft  their 
Sentences  there  is  no  Remedy  in  Law,  except 
that  every  four  or  five  Years,  there  is  an  Af- 
fembly  of  States  Deputies,  before  whom, 
any  Perfon  that  thinks  Himfelf  grieved  by  a 
former  Sentence,  may  have  his  Caufe  revifed 
upon  his  Petition. 

Justice  is  difpenfed  in  a  very  uncommon 

manner  at  Deventer*    Twelve  Schepensy  and 

four  Councellors,  compofe  the  7>//«»j/of  that 

Town,  and  are  eledled  every  Year  by  an  Af- 

fembly  of  the  Burgejfes^  who  take  an  Oath  to 

give  their  Votes  impartially^  and  chufe  Per- 

&ns  of  reputed  Integrity.     Thefe  Ele^ors^  to 

the  Number  of  Forty  eight,  are  drawn  from 

all  the  different  Streets  of  the  Town,   and 

They  have  a  further  Priviledge  of  Aflembling 

from  Time  to  Time,  at  leaft  four  Times  a 

Year,   to  deliberate  of  the  mod  important 

<A{fairs  of  the  Provincey    without  excepting 

even  Thofe  which  relate  to  Peace  and  IVar. 


OF 
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O  F    T  H  E 


Province  of  Groninghen, 

Which  comprehends  the 

OMMELANDS. 


H  E  Town  of  Groninghen, 
which  is  the  Capital  of  this  Pro- 
vince^ is  thought  to  be  the  Ci- 
tadel that  the  Roman  Gene- 
ral CoREULO  built  to  bridle 
the  Prisons,  upon  their  returning  into  the 
Roman  Obedience  after  their  firft  Revolt. 
(ji)  Some  Authors  make  it  much  more 
ancient;  deriving  It  from  the  French  He- 
roes of  Antiqity,  and  through  Them,  from 


{a)  Vide  Vicnfo  Airing  defcriprio  fecundum  antlquos  Agr£ 
Batavi&Fiife,  Tag.  5. 


the 
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the  Trojans.    (/)     But  tli's  Opinion    fa* 
vours  too  much  of  the  Legend ;    and    the 
former  on  the  contrary,  appears  extreamiy 
probable,  from  the  great  Conformity  in  the 
Rules  of  Governnient  between  Gronhghen  and 
eld  Rome*     You  fee   in  Gronhghen  a   Senate 
invefled  with  the  Sovereign  Authority,  and, 
other  Officers    of  State ^     which    anfwer  to 
the    Confuh^    Pnetorsy    C en/or s,  and  Ediles ; 
and  there  has  been  even  a  Dictator  crea- 
ted   upon  emergent  Occafion^.     But    what 
is  flill  more  convincing,  the  Town  has  fe- 
veral  municipal  LaivSy  which  arc  apparently 
extra£led     from    thofe    of    the    Twelve 
Tables.    'Tis  a  known  Law  of  the  Twelve 
Talks    that    the   Trator   fnoukl    determine 
Caales,  before  Noon  :    that  the  ncarejl  Rela- 
tion^  fliould  be  entrufted   with  the  Guardi" 
anjhip  of  Children  that  had  loft    their    Fa- 
ther:   that    there    fhould    be  no   drinking 
at  Funerals ;     and     that   the    Decifions  of 
tiie  People  are  Sovereign* 


(<z)Guicciardini,Dcrcritc":one  di  tutti  i  Pacfi  Baffi,  P.  ^^' 
Grunighrm  fecondo  alcuni  prcfe  i!  rone,  comms  di 
fopra  li  fa  mentione,  da  Griinio  Trojjno.  il  Munftes-o 
fcrive  cht  fuff^;  di  g-ntratione  Franco,  cio  e  Franzefc, 
Che  porrebhs  Stare  1'  uno  &  1'  a!tro,  conciofia  che  i 
Franc'dl  aiFtrmjiiO  elTere  ufciti  di  prima  Orig,iae  da 
Trcja. 

I    .  In 
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In  the  XI  and  xii  Ages,  Gronhghe}}  became 
very  confidf^rabJe  ;  nnd  the  Inhabitants  hav- 
ing'rebclkd  againft  Godfrey  Bishop  of  U- 
TR£CHT  m  >i66,  and  made  him  their  Pri- 
foner  ;  f  lorent  Count  of  Holland 
came  to  hts  AfTitlance,  releaied  the  Bijhop^  and 
befieged  the  Town,  but  could  not  poflibly 
take  it ;  upon  Vv'bicii  the  Emperor  Frederick  in- 
ter poled  1-iis  Authority  ?nd  made  up  the  Quar- 
lel ;  fiiit  reconciling  the  Inhabitants  with  the 
Bijhop,  and  atterwards  the  Biflwp  with  the 
Count  oF  Hollafid,  v/ho  had  quarrelled  about 
the  PoiTeffion  of  certain  Lands  fituated  be- 
tween Gronhghen  and  the  River  Laiver.  Flo- 
rent  pretended  anabfolute  Right  to  them, 
by  Virtue  of  certain  Grants  from  former  Em- 
perors ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  Biflop 
produced  authentic  Donations  of  a  Part  of  the 
Terricnry  ;  upon  which  the  Emperor  decided 
the  Difpute,  by  ordering  that  tor  the  future, 
the  Revenue  of  the  lands  in  queftion  iliould 
be  equally  divided  betwixt  them ;  in  order 
to  which  They  ihould  pitch  upon  a  third  Per- 
fon  to  be  the  Count  or  Admimjlraicr,  and  in 
Cafe  They  could  not  agree  in  their  Choice, 
the  Emperor  would  nominate  H-m.  It  was 
further  ordered  that  They  Hiould  both  ccme 
to  Gron'mgken  every  Year  in  the  Month  of 
Majy  where  tlicir  Stay  was  limited  to  fix 
Weeks,  in  which  Time  the    Bifhop  was  to 

luperintcnd 
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Superintend  and  regulate  all  Ecclefiaflical  Con- 
cerns, whilft  tiie  Comit  of  Holland  took  Care 
of  the  civil  Jurifdi^iion  and  political  Affairs 
of  the  Government. 

This  Example  proves  that  Gromnghen  was 
then  in  fome  Degree  a  Fiefo^  the  Empire,  fmcQ 
the  Emperor  ads  ratlier  as  Lord  of  the  Soil 
thanalimple  Arbitrator,-  and  both  the  Count 
of  Holland  and  the  Bijhop  ground  their  Right 
on  the  Donations  of  his  Anceftors.  The  People 
of  Groninghen  continued  to  be  the  .Sport 
of  Fortune  for  feveral  Years ;  at  one  Time  fo 
much  at  Eale  as  to  think  of  extending  their 
own  Dominions  at  the  Expence  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, and  at  another  fo  much  harrafled  and 
opprefTed  by  their  Bijhops,  as  to  be  lorced  to 
call  in  foreign  Afllflance.  And  this  unfetled 
Condition  lafted  till  1536,  when  Ihe  became 
entirely  fubje6t  to  Charles  V. 

The  flat  Country  called  the  Ommelands, 
was  formerly  divided  into  (everal  Diftridts 
each  of  which  was  fovereign  Miftrefs  of  Her 
fell,  and  all  of  them  independanton  the  Town 
ot  Groninghen. 

Thefe  Di/iri&Sy  and  particularly  That  of 
FtveUngOy  were  governed  by  Consuls  annu- 
all}'  elected,  agrteable  to  the  manner  of  old 
Rome.  The  Consulshii'  was  attended  with 
a  very  great  Authority,  and  the  Eledion  ge- 
nerally contefted  with  a  Violence  that  was 
I  1  often 
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often  fatal  to  the  Candidates^  as  well  as  de- 
ll:ru<3:ivc  to  tlie  Public  Peace-  In  12 Bo 
Tiicy  came  to  Blows  in  the  Quarter  of  Hun- 
Jingo  J  where  the  Competitors  were  left  dead 
on  the  Spnt ;  and  thefe  Contefts  were  com- 
mon to  cill  the  Didrids. 

In  Point  of  Ecckfiajlkal  Difciplhe^  and 
Church  Affairs^  Part  of  the  Ommelands  was 
formcrh  iubjeft  to  the  Bisho:  s  of  Munster, 
as  the  Town  o\  Grcninghen  and  the  Country 
of  Drent  v/cre  to  thofc  of  Vtrecht  Lu- 
DOLPHus,  Eifhop  of  Munjlev^  being  informed 
of  the  ill  Treatment  the  Clergy  met  with  in 
this  Country,  interdifted  the  Celebration  of 
4'ivirie  Service  in  the  Quarter  of  Fivelingo 
where  a  Deacon  had  been  killed,  {a)  !^iut 
the  People  had  not  always  the  neceHary 
Refptcl  for  the  Bifbopi  Cenfures  ;  They  fre- 
quentiy  gave  Him  the  Tsouble  of  appealing 
to  Rorney  and  fomeiimes  on  the  contrary  they 
would  iubmit  to  undergo  a  Pennance. 

We  have  alreidy  remarked  that  t\\Q  feveral 
Diftrids  of  the  Owme/ands  were  fo  many  di- 
llindl:  Sovereignties  ;  They  gave  different 
^r^s,  and  had  their  own  'troops^  and  fcpa- 
rare  Interefts,  They  frequently  quarrelled 
and  fought  with  each  other  ,*  and  lomxCtimes 


(«0  EiTiOnis  Chron.  Anao  1227.  p.   539. 
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They  have  all  united  againft  Grohhghen  with 
different  Succefs.  In  1 5  f  o  the  Town  Forces  were 
vidlorious  over  Thofe  of  Fivel'ingo  and  Drent^ 
but  as  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  bear  a 
Tide  of  Profperity  with  Decency,  the  Town 
abufed  her  Viftory  fo  far  as  to  draw  on  the 
Relentment  of  the  other  ^arz-e-ri",  who  being 
all  united,  were  Mailers  of  the  Field  in  their 
Turn,  beleiged  and  took  Groningken^  and 
flighted  her  Fortifications.  Thefe  were  af- 
terwards repaired  however,  and  ihtOmrnelands 
with  the  City  came  at  once  under  the  Do^ 
minatioi  of  the  Emperor^  from  which  they 
again  recovered  by  tntring  into  the  Confede- 
racy of  the  Vnited  Provinces. 

Thus  the  Province  of  Groninghen  is 
compofed  of  two  Bodies ;  The  Tou  n  and  the 
neigh'jouring  Country,  called  in  Dutch,  Om- 
me  Landen,  lituated  between  the  Rivers  Ems^ 
and  Lawer.  The  Magiftracy  of  the  Town 
confiils  of  eight  Burgomasters,  and  fix- 
teen  Coumellors  whofe  Dignity  is  for  Life, 
but  their  FuncVions  only  annual.  Tiicre  are 
always  four  Eurgomajkrs  and  twelve  Coun- 
ceilors  in  the  Regency,  the  remaining  Eight 
being  employed  for  ihat  Year  in  other  Fun- 
ctions. Tiie  REGEiS[rs  govern  all  pchrxal 
Affairs  in  a  Sovereign  Manner;  and  judge  m 
the  lad  Reforr,  all  Cauies  both  civil  and 
criminal.  The  Places  which  become  va- 
I  }  cant 
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ant  in  the  Mnglitracy,  either  by  Death  or 
Male  AdminiQ ration,  are  filled  up  by  ano- 
ther Court  conirofcd  of  Twenty  four  Per- 
fons,  called  the  Sworn  Society ;  unlels  when 
a  Magiftrate  dies  in  the  Time  of  his  Re- 
gency, in  which  Cale  the  Council  may  dif- 
pofe  cf  the  Vacanc},  provided  it  be  done 
within  ten  Days  after  tlie  Burial.  To  pre- 
ferve  the  Number  of  fixteen  Perfons  in  the 
Regemyy  the  Jv:orn  Society  aflembfe  once  a 
Year,  by  Virtue  of  a  Privilcdge  granted 
Them  by  the  Town  ;  The  President 
Burgomaster  puts  into  his  Hat,  nineteen 
white,  and  five  black  Beansy  which  anfwer  to 
the  Number  of  Eledlors,  and  Thole  who 
draw  the  five  hlack  Beans,  chufe  the  Perfons 
whom  They  judge  proper  to  fill  the  vacant 
Places. 

The  Ommelakds,  are  divided  into  three 
Quarters,  whofe  Laws  provide  that  Thofe 
who  pofiefs  thirty  Acres  of  Land,  of  the 
Value  of  a  Thoujand  Florins^  Money  of  Emh^ 
den  ;  and  who  pay  eight  Florins  upon  each 
Subfidy  to  the  Statc^  which  is  termed  Fer- 
ponding\  have  a  Right  to  appear  in  the  Af- 
lembly  of  the  Province,  The  three  Quar- 
ters however,  have  but  one  Voice  and  the 
Town  another,  fo  that  the  Sovereignty  is 
equally  divided  between  Them.  Each  Quar- 
ter is  again  fubdivided  into  three  fmaller  Di- 

llridts 


Parti.      Illustrata,  isc,        up 

flrids,  and  no  Refolution  can  be-  taken  upon 
the  Affairs  of  the  Province,  unlefs  Jix  of  the 
fmaller  Diftrids  concur  in  it 

There  are  feveral  Jurifdidlions  tliroughmit 
the  Province  both  for  civil  and  crlminaf  M^ 
fairs  ;  but  there  hes  an  Appeal  from  ail  tlieir 
Sentences,  to  the  Court  of  Justice  eftab* 
lilhed  in  the  City  of  Grontnghen 

This  Court  is  compofed  of  a  Pi  elident,  who 
is  named  alternatively  by  the  Town  and  the 
Ommelands,  and  eight  Aff'ejfors^  of  whom 
four  are  the  Rezent  Burgomajiers  tor  the  Time 
being,  and  the  other  four  are  perpetual,  one 
of  whom  is  nominated  by  ttie  tovon^  and 
Three  by  the  Ommelands. 

The  States  of  the  Province  confifl: 
of  an  equal  Number  of  Deputies  from 
the  two  Members,  who  affemble  annual- 
ly, on  the  8th  of  Fehruary,  and  on  that 
Day  all  Pofts  become  vacant  ;  but 
They  are  immediately  filled  up  eithtr 
by  a  new  Election  or  a  Continuation, 
of  the  fame  Perfons.  Tiie  States  being 
affembled ;  deliberate,  and  refolve  as  Sove* 
reigns,  of  all  rhat  concerns  th=^  Province  ; 
but  as  there  are  only  two  SufFrnges  in  tiie 
Aflembly,  equal  \n  Authority  ;  when  They 
happen  to  diiagree,  the  Reloiution  is  fufpen- 
ded,  till  one  Party  comes  over  to  the  Senti- 
ments of  the  Other.  The  Town^  and  xhQ 
I  4  Ommc" 
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OmmeLw^s,  bnvc  an  equal  Rijrht  in  the  Diftri- 
biition  or  Oilices  ;  which  They  confer  alter- 
n.itivxly,  and  the  Commifnons  are  made  out 
in  tb.e  Name  o^  the  Provime-  They  fend 
fix  Deputies  to  the  States  general ;  Two  to  the 
Councilor  St2XQ;  Two  to  the  general  Charder 
of  Accompts  ;  Four  to  the  Admiralty  o^  Har- 
lingljen  ;  and  One  to  That  of  Amjierriam. 

They  chufe  every  Year  eight  Perfons,  who 
compofe  a  Court  of  States  Deputies ;  and  in  the 
Ablence  of  the  provincial  States^  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen regulate  the  Affairs  of  the  Province^ 
as  the  Council  of  State  does  in  Holland. 

In  the  fame  manner,  they  elect /a:  Terfonsy 
who  compofe  the  provincial  Chamber  of  the 
Finances ;  fix  Curators  for  the  Univerfity  of 
Groninqljen^  whole  ProfelTors  they  nominate 
likewite ;  And  laftly  they  difpofe  of  all  Com- 
wijfwns  and  military  Oiiices,  in  the  Troops  that 
depend  on  their  Province. 

it  is  Monfieur  Bafnage's  Remark,  that  this 
Equality  in  the  Diflrihuticn  of  Offices^  ought  na- 
turally to  produce  a  good  Correlpondence, 
and  Harmony,  between  the  two  Members  of 
the  Province.,  fince  it  is  ufually  the  Bone  of 
Contention,  amongft  the  principal  Perfons  in 
z  State:  But  notwithftanding  this,  the  Town 
and  the  Ommelands.,  are  very  often  at  Va- 
riance. 

O  F 
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O  F    T  H  E 


Country  0/  D rent. 


H  E  Ancient  Bishops  of  Ut- 
recht pretended  to  be  both  Spi- 
ritual  and  Tcniporal  hords  of 
Drent.  But  of  all  thofe  who  ac- 
knowledged their  Jurildidion, 
none  have  oppofed  their  Ufurpations  with 
greater  Courage  and  Obftinacy  than  the  Inha- 
bitants o[  this  little  Oiftridlv  Their  Animofity 
however  has  fomerimes  carried  Them  beyond 
the  Bounds  of  Decency  in  their  Refentment, 
particularly  in  the  perfon  of  Otho  IF,  who 
with  his  Brother  and  a  confiderable  Body  of  the 
Nobility,  were  cut  off  without  Pity  at  the 
Siege  of  C0VEP.DEN.  The  People  were  fcan- 
dalized  it  feeras  to  fee  a  Bijhop  come  againfl 
tliem  in  fo  hoftile  a  manner,  fo  they  (truck 
off^  his  Head,  and  treated  his  Body  with  very 
great  Indignity  ;  talfly  imagining  their  Cru- 
elty was  juftified  by  the  Bijhops.  ading  out  of 
Charafter.  But  his  SuccefTor  Wilbrand 
entred  the  Country  at  the  Head  of  his  Army, 
and  revenged  the  Death  of  Otho.     Drent 

became 
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became  fubje£t  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  with 
ihe  Reft  ot  the  neighbouring  Provinces^  and 
recovered  its  Liberty  by  falhng  in  with  the 
grand  Revolution  under  Philip  II. 

This  little  Country  makes  the  Frontier  of 
the  Vntted  Provinces  on  the  Side  of  Weflfa- 
lia ;  and  may  in  one  Senfe  be  ftyled  a  Part 
of  them,  fmce  ihe  contributes  one  per  Cent. 
to  the  pubUc  Expence,  and  obeys  the  States 
General.  Indeed  (he  has  no  Reprefentative 
in  their  Aflembly,  and  in  that  only  llie  is  lels 
than  any  other  Member  of  the  Republic ;  a 
Particular  the  People  of  Drent  have  often 
complained  of,  but  to  no  Purpofe.  There 
feems  to  be  fomething  hard  however  in  that 
Exclufion,  for  as  ihe  is  not  a  Conqueft  o[  the 
Generality,  but  is  Miftrefs  of  her  own  Reve- 
nue, and  contributes  in  Ibme  Degree  tho'  a 
fmall  one  to  the  Expence  of  the  TJnioHy  It 
were  but  equitable  that  ilie  iliould  have  a 
proportionable  Share  in  all  the  Honours  and 
Advantages  of  It. 


Sect 


Sect.  III. 
OF    THE 

STATES  GENERAL 


HE  Republic  of  the  uni- 
ted Provinces,  confifls  in 
a  Confederacy  of  feveral  States 
or  Sovereignties^  whofe  diftinft 
Liberties  and  Methods  of 
Government,  we  have  taken 
a  particular  View  of  ;  and  Thefe,  Hke  the 
Swifs  Cantoris,  are  united  together,  on  Con- 
dition that  each  lliall  enjoy  her  own  Laws  and 
Triviledges'  Thus,  as  all  its  Parts  are  Sove- 
reign, Strangers  mud  conlequently  regard 
the  whole  as  luch  ;  who  liave  any  thinjr  to 
negotiate  with  the  Body  ot  the  Union.    The 

States 


124         B  A  T  AV  I  A     Part  I. 

States  General,   properly  fpeaking,    are 
the  united  Body  of  all  the  Reprefentatives  of 
each  Province.  In  the  Infancy  of  the  Common- 
wealth.  They  were  convened  by  the  Council 
of  State  upon  any  Emergency,   and  fepara- 
ted  as  foon  as  the  Bufinefs  for  which  They 
were    fummoned    was    concluded.       Tlieir 
Numbers  it  feems  were  very  large^  fince  the 
Aflembly  held  at  Bergen-Op-Zoom,  to  ratify 
the  Truce  made  with  Spain   in  i<5o9,  con- 
fifted  of  no  lefsthan  eight  hundred  Members. 
But  as  fo  large  a  Number  mufl  neceflariiy  oc- 
cafion  many  Inconveniencies  and  a  very  great 
Expence,  each  Province  contents  Herfeif  with 
lending  a  few  Deputies ,  who  Together,  form 
that  Body  which  we  call  the  States  general. 
An  Jjfemhly  o'i  Plenipotentiaries  oi  the  feven 
Sovereignties    which     compcfe    the    State   ; 
whole  Power  is  limited  either  exprefsly  or  ta- 
citly by  his  Inftru6l:ion.  not  to  fuffer  the  leafl 
Wound  to   he  given  to  the  Sovereignty  of  that 
Province  which  deputes  7 hem.     Thefe  are  the 
Perfons  who   reprcfent  the  Majefly  of  the 
Government  and  affume  the  Title  of  High 
and  Mighty  Lors.ns  or  High  Mightines- 
sEf.     Befides  the  ordinary  Deputies,  the  Em- 
laffadors  of  the  State  to  foreign  Courts  have  a 
Right  to  fit  in  this  Afferdly,  w  hofe  Members  are 
only  accountable  for  their  Anions  and  Beha- 
viour to  the    Province  that   deputes   them. 

Thole 
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Thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  united  Prcvimes,  generally 
imagine  that  the  States  general  are  the  Sove- 
reigvis  of  the  Country  ;  as  tl,ey  confifl  of  De- 
puties from  all  the  Provinces,  as  Tiiey  re- 
prefent  the  Body  of  the  State ;  receiA^e  Em- 
hajfadors ;  and  appear  in  General  to  be  in- 
verted with  the  jovereign  Power.  But  thefe 
Deputies  are  only  appointed  tor  a  few  Years, 
and  tho'  They  have  the  Power  of  debating 
on  the  moft  important  Affairs  that  regard 
the  Vnion^  and  every  thing  that  may  tend  to 
fecure  or  promote  the  Prefervation  and  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  State ;  yet  they  have  not  Power 
to  conclude  any  Point  of  great  Confeepence 
without  communicating  It  to  their  refpe^ive 
Provinces^  and  receiving  their  e:)Cprefs  Confent^^ 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  weak  Side  of  the 
Government,  which  would  have  been  flron- 
ger,  it  the  Seven  Provinces  mac^e  but  one  So- 
vereignty. Refolutions  would  be  fooner  taken, 
and  the  Execution  of  them  more  vigorous; 
but  It  would  have  been  dangerous  perhaps  in 
the  Beginning  to  have  divefted  the  Provinces 
of  their  old  Privikdges  in  Favour  of  any  new 
ere-Pced  Body.  In  tiie  Afiembly  of  the  States 
general^  the  Provinces  prefide  weekly  in  their 
Turn,  brginning  with  Gelderland^  who  had 
the  Precedency  before  the  Vnion,  when  They 
were  all  under  the  Dominion  cf  the  A'.»(^  of 

Spain 
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Spain;  and  the  Rtfl  follow  in  the  Order  we 
hive  already  confidered  Them.  He  who  is 
firft  named  in  the  Deputation  of  the  Province 
prefides,  and  is  fro'fi  thence  called  President 
cf  the  Week  :  This  Gentleman  propofes  the 
Suhje^s  that  are  to  be-debated,  and  colleds 
the  Votes  of  the  Affemlly  ;  upon  which  he 
forms  the  Coijclufion^  dictates  to  the  Regijler^ 
and  afterwards  figns  the  Refolution^  If  the 
frefident  refufes  to  conclude  agreeable  to  the 
Tiurality  of  Voices^  in  Cafes  where  the  Ylu- 
rality  takes  Place,  either  becaufe  it  may  be 
contrary  to  the  Senje  of  his  Pjovince^  or  his 
own  Opinion,  He  refigns  the  Chair  to  the 
Trefident  of  the  former  Week  ;  and  if  He  like- 
wile  refutes,  They  have  Recourfe  to  the  for- 
mer Vrefidenty  and  fo  backwards  till  one  feats 
Himfelf  in  the  Chair,  and  concludes. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  in  the 
Infancy  of  the  Republic^  this  AfTembly  was 
not  perpetual:  The  Provincial  States  did 
not  fend  their  Deputies  to  tiie  General  Af- 
femhlyy  unlefs  they  were  convened  by  the 
Council  of  ^tate^  on  whom  tlic  Execution  of 
all  Refoluiions  taken  by  the  States  General 
devolved.  But  the  Authority  which  this 
Council  acquired  from  hence  ,*  elpccialiy, 
during  the  Time  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cester ,  or  rather  the  Aurh  )rity  ac- 
quired by  the  Earl  Himlelf,  gave  Umbrage 

to 
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to  the  Trovmcial  States^  who  thereupon  re* 
folved  that  the  Deputies  of  the  States 
General  fhould  continue  always  afiembled. 
It  feems  his  Lordship,  who  prefided  in 
the  Council^  would  never  lufTer  the  States 
to  be  convened,  'till  he  had  already  digeft- 
ed  the  Points  upon  which  They  were  to  be 
confulted,  and  prepared  Things  to  go  jufl 
as  He  would  have  them :  So  they  were  ra- 
ther called  together  to  ratify  what  was  al- 
ready concluded,  than  to  debate  it ;  and 
from  hence  fprung  the  ill  Temper  and  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  States^  who  thought  their 
Liberties  in  Danger,  whilft  that  Lord  re- 
fided  amongft  them  :  And  it  appears  indeed 
by  the  Manner  in  which  He  was  recalled, 
that  Queen  Elisabeth  was  of  the  lame 
Opinion. 

I  have  already  faid,  that  the  States 
General  can  neither  make  War  or  Peace^ 
Without  the  Confent  of  the  Frovmces  ; 
neither  can  they  raife  Troops^  impofe  a 
Tax,  enter  into  a  Foreign  Alliance  3  or 
alrogate  an  old  Law ,  without  the  far/ie 
Concurrence. 

The  Provincial  States  have  referved  to 
Themitlvcs  leveral  other  Things  exprefly; 
fuch  as  the  Liberty  of  electing  a  StadthoUer^ 
or  refufwg  Him ;  the  Right  of  nominating 
to  the  leveral   Governments  of  Toivns  and 

Forts. 
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Forts  that  depend  on  their  refpe^tive 
Frov'mes  ;  That  of  keeping  the  Keys  and 
giving  the  Word  by  the  Magijlrate;  a 
Power  over  the  Troops^  in  ail  Things 
that  are  not  purely  Military -,  of  con- 
ferring the  Coloners  Commiflions,  and  the 
other  Subaltern  Pofts,  in  thofe  Regiments 
which  are  paid  by  their  refpe^ive  Pro- 
'vinces ;  of  placing  Garrifons  in  fuch  Towns 
as  they  think  fit,  and  changing  them 
with  the  Confent  of  the  Council  of  State; 
of  taking  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  irom  the 
Troops  to  Themfelves^  and  the  Magijirates 
of  the  (everal  Towns  in  which  they  en- 
ter ;  all  which  are  (landing  Articles,  and 
the  States  General  are  not  permitred  even 
to  debate  concerning  their  Revocation.  h\xi 
notWithftanding  thele  ReJiriHions,  they  are 
invefted  with  a  very  great  Authority, 
which  may  be  properly  didinguidied  under 
thefe  three  Heads,  Firft,  As  to  Domejlick 
Afairsy  Secondly,  with  Regard  to  the 
lowns  of  the  Generality  that  have  been 
ccnquered  fince  the  Vnion  of  Vtrecht. 
And  laftly,  in  Reference  to  Bmhajfadors 
of  Foreign  Primes. 

As  to    their  Authority    in    dorneftick  Af- 
fair Sy    we    can    only  fay,    That   the  Spates 
General   are  charged  with   the  Execution-  of 
the   Perpetud  Alliance^  or  Vnlon  if  Vtrecht. 

1% 
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It  is,  indeed,  their  Duty,  as  I  have  faid 
above,  to  confijlt  on  every  Thing  that  re- 
{pe^s  the  Common  Good  of  the  Uep:dlic^ 
either  at  Home  or  Abrc;ad :  Its  Defence  in 
Tiiie  of  iVar  and  alliances  in  Time  of 
Peace  But  the  Refolutions  They  take  on 
any  of  thefe  Heads  are  not  valid,  'till 
they  are  ratified  by  all  the  Piovtnces. 
When  that  is  done,  the  Refilution  paiies 
into  a  Lawy  and  a  Tlacaert  or  Ordinance  is 
iffued  by  the  ^States.  General^  and  knt  to 
the  Provincial  States^  requiring  them  to 
receive  It  ■;  but  this  is  done  in  Terms  that 
imply  no  Command,  or  Superiority,  or  that 
can  pojfihly  give  il^e  leaf  iVtund  to  the  Soie* 
reignty  of  the  particular  Provinces. 

6'iR  William  Temple,  reports  a  remark- 
able fnftance  of  the  Violation  of  the  or- 
dinary Fra£lice,  upon  his  being  fent  to 
Holland  in  i6£8,  when  the  States  General 
ventured  to  a6l  againft  the  fundamental 
Laws  of  the  Vnion,  and  conclude  three 
different  Tieatics  with  England,  without 
the  Concurrence,  or  even  the  Participa- 
tion of  the  Provincial  States.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  remarks  at  the  fame  Tim,e 
indeed,  that  the  Deputies  had  forfeited 
their  Heads,  if  they  had  been  difa vowed. 
But  It  feems,  the  NeceiTity  of  concluding 
rhofe  Treaties  with  Expedition  was  fo  evident ; 

K  and 


130        B  A  T  AV  I  A      Parti 

and    the  Advantages  that  would    naturally 
rcfult   trom  Them  to  the  B^epuUk   lo  con- 
fideratle  ;     that  they    ran   very   Uttle   Ha- 
zard ;    and  accordingly  tlieir  Conduit   was 
univerfally    approved    by   their     Principals, 
Thus    we    lee  that   as  to  domeflkk  Ajjairs^ 
the  States  General  are  far  hrom  a6tmg 
in  a  Sovereign  Manner.     However,   as  Th  y 
are  generally  made  up   cf  the  moft  power- 
ful as  well  as  the  wileil  Men  of  the   Kepul' 
/ic,    We   cannot  doubt,   but  the  RefoiutK  ns 
taken  by  them,  muft  have  a  very  great  In- 
fluence on  the  feveral  provincial  AilembUes. 
With  Refped  to  the  Towns  that  have  fallen 
under  the  Domination  of  the  i-rovinces,  fmce 
the  ZJnion  oj  Vtrecht,    the  States  general  muft 
be   confidered  in  another  Light  ,•    for  they 
are  the  abfclute  So^vereigns  oi  ail  Lands  and 
Places  conquered  by  the  Arms  of  tlie  Vnion  j 
as  Bois  le  duc^  Breda,  Bergen-op-Zoom,  Grave  ^ 
William  ft  ad t,   and  Maflricht ;    of  the  Country 
on  the  other  Side  the  Maese  ;  Hulft,  Sluice, 
Ardemhourgh,     and   feveral  other    i  laces  in 
Flanders ;  Vvhich  they  poiTcfs  as  the  King  of 
Spain  did,  without  Prejudice  to  the  Bights  of 
particular  Lords,   to   whom  the  Inheritance  is^ 
preferred.  C^a^  MASTPacHT  They  hold  in  com- 
mon with  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  who  ere- 


(^a)  See  IFicqiiefort, 

ates 
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ates  half  the  Magiftrates,  and  the  States  g^- 
neralt\\Q  Keft ;    but  Theie  confer  the  Go^ 
vernmcnt  of  the  Town,  in   which  they  al. 
v/ays  maintain  a  ftrong  Garrilon.  For  the  Re- 
gulation of  th:>fe  Places  that  depend  on  d\C 
Generality  \x\Brahant^    and  en  the  other  Side 
the  Maefiy  the  States  General  have  ever 
fince  the  Year  1591  e{tabliihed  a  Court  at 
the  Hague,    called  the  Council  of  Brabant^ 
which  judges  in  the  lait  Rtfort  of  all  Caules 
both  civil  and  criminal,  that  come   before  it 
by  Appeal,  from  any  of   the  Toivn  Courts  of 
thefe  Diftrifts;  with  Exception  to  MaUricht^ 
whither  the  States  fend    every  two  Years, 
Two  of  their  Body,    in  Quality  of  Commif- 
[loners   Deciders,   who  in  Conjunction  with 
Thofe  of  the  Bift^op  or  Prince  of  Liege ^  j-dge  . 
all  Difputes  which  arife  between  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  either  Country.  The  Sovereignty  of 
all  Lands,  acquired  by  the  Dutch  Eaji  and 
1^7?  India  Companies j  in  Africa,  America, 
and  the  Indies,    does  likewife   veft  in  tiie 
States  general' 

Widi  Refped:  to  the  Power  of  the  States 
general  in  Relation  to  EmLtjfadors ;  I  ihall  re* 
lerve  what  I  have  to  iay  on  that  Subjed  to 
the  third  Part  of  this  liook. 

K  3  Sect 
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DECT 

O  F     THE 

Council  /;/*  State, 

A  N  D 
General  Chamher  of  Accompts. 


HE  Ereclionofthe  Council 
of  State  was  proje£led  by 
the  States  of  Holland^  Zea- 
land  and  Z>trecht,  in  Concert 
with  that  great  Politician  Wil- 
liam the  Firfl,  Prince  of  O- 
JR.ANGE.  The  tragical  and  unexpected  Death 
of  this  Prince,  contrary  to  all  Expedaticn 
produced  very  little  Alteration  in  the  Mea- 
lurcs  that  had  been  taken  in  his  IJik  Time, 

for 
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for  the  E(labli{hment  of  tills  Council,  which 
the  States  General  erected  in  the 
fame  Year  15B4,  with  a  very  ample  Au- 
thority. Jffairs  of  StJte,  both  foreign  and 
domeltic;  the  Army  and  Revenue,  were  ail 
entrufted  to  her  Care  :  but  the  States  Tiiem- 
felves  foon  grew  jealous  of  this  extraordinary 
Power,  which  Tiaey  refolved  to  reduce  gra- 
dually ;  and  accordingly  by  a  new  Inftrudhon 
in  16  J  I,  the  Difpofition  of  military  Affairs^ 
and  the  Command  of  the  Army^  from  being 
peculiar  to  the  Cciincil^  was  in  Part  tranl- 
ferred  to  the  States  general  ;  who  now  give 
Orders  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the 
State;  the  Motion  of  the  Troops  and  the  O- 
pcrations  of  the  Campagne.  But  this  is  not 
done  without  confulting  the  Cotindl  however, 
which  ftill  retains  the  Care  of  raifing  and 
disbanding;  cloathing  and  arming  the  Sol- 
diers ;  of  Exerdfes  and  Reviews ;  and  in  ge- 
neral of  all  the  military  Difcipline  and  Oeco^ 
tiorAy,  She  is  iikewife  charged  with  the  Care 
ot  tiie  Fortifications  and  Magazines  of  Gelder^ 
land  and  Overyjfelj  which  make  the  Frontier' 
of  tliQ feveft  Provinces- 

Bujtnefs  of  State,  efpecially  that  wlich  is 
foreizn,  depends  now  entirely  on  tlie  States 
general;  hut  the  Council  ftiU  retains  the  In- 
Ipection  cf  the  general  Revenue  of  the  Vnion^ 
and  gives  orders  for  Payments ;  on  which 
K  3  Account 
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Account  the  Treasurer  Gfneral  has  his. 
Seat  at  this  Board,  and  a  Right  to  delate  hut  not 
to  vote.  (^)  Th^OfBcQ  o^Treafurer  is  for  Life, 
which  gives  him  an  Opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing fo  perfe£t  a  Knowledge  ot  Affairs,  as 
makes  Him  entirely  necefTary.  'Tis  He  who 
prepares  every  Year  under  the  Authority  of 
the  Council  art  exa^l  Account  of  the  Funds 
neceilary  for  maintaining  the  Troopt  ana  Offl-* 
fers  in  Pay,  and  all  other  Expences  that  re- 
gard the  Generality  ;  which  is  what  they  call 
y  Etat  de  la  Guerre 

The  Receiver  General  attends  here 
likewife,  to  inftruft  the  Council  what  Funds 
are  in  his  Hands,-  which  being  done,  He 
withdraws.  The  Treaty  of  Vnion  obliges 
each  Province  to  levy  certain  Taxes,  to  be 
cpp'ied  to  the  common  IslecetTities  of  the 
Wiiole  Body ;  but  this  Article  could  never  be 
executed,  and  probably  never  will,  becaufe 
the  Inland  Frovivcea^  who  have  little  or  no 
Commerce,  cannot  polTibly  pay  an  equal 
g//<ji'ii  with  Tiiofe  where  Trade  flourifhes. 
The  following  Proportion  is  what  each  Pro- 
vince always  pays  in  the  Sum  of  one  ^un- 
(ircd  Gilders  or  Florins- 


^u)  The  French  call  This,    me  VoJx  excitative, 

Q^lderland 
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GeUertand— — — F,      5:11:    x 

HdlUnd -^ 5 7  ••  *4 •    8 

Zealand • '     9-     >-i3 

Vtrecht ■ ' —       5  •  i  ^  •    S 

Frizeland 1 1  •  J  o :  11 

Overyjfel 3:   10:    8 

Groninghen  and  the  Ommehnds  -  5" :  I J  :    6 
Conntry  oi  Drent' —  -  I9«'  10 


F.   ico:   o:    o 


They  do  not  always  confine  Themfelves 
however  within  their  fettled  Proportions  ; 
but  raife  fuch  Sums*,  and  by  fuch  Ways  and 
Means,  as  they  think  proper,  of  which  they 
fend  their  Qlu;)ta  to  the  Receiver  General^  and 
employ  the  refl  as  they  pleafe  In  Time  ot  War^ 
when  the  ordinary  Revenues  are  not  fuSicient 
for  the  necefTary  Expence,  the  Comic'd  de- 
mands the  Settlement  ot  new  Funds  from  the 
States  general  ;  and  to  thefe  extraordmary 
Expences  the  Provinces  contribute  in  the 
toliowing  Proportion, 


K  4  Selder- 
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GeUerland — ■     F*  5" :  1 1 : 1 3 

Holland — —  j8:    6  :  ^\ 

2.6  aland-' — .^—  9:^:8 

Vtrecht 5:16:  7I 

Frizeland'    •     ■• 11:13.-  ^" 

Gverj/el — — r 3:11:  5 

Groninghen —  ■ ^\i6  i  y~ 


F.  izo    o     o 


And  the  little  Country  of  Drent  fur- 
niOies   One  per  Cent  over   and  above. 

In  the  AfTemblies  of  tlie  States  General, 
;5nd  Provincial  States^  the  Sujfrages  are  not 
taken  capiat im  but  provincialiter  ;  ?nd  there- 
fore the  Provinces^  and  the  Towns,  may 
lend  what  Number  of  Deputies  they  pleafe, 
becaufe  tiiey  ail  'virtually  have  but  one 
Voice.  But  in  this  Council  the  Provinces 
are  reprelented  by  fuch  a  Number  or  De- 
puties^ as  bears  a  tolierable  Proportion  to 
I  lie  Money  which  each  of  Them  contri- 
butes for  the  Support  of  the  Whole,  with 
Exception  only  to  Groninghen.  Gelderland 
has  One,  Holland  Three,  Zealand  Two, 
Utrecht  One,  Frizeland  Two,  Overo 
yssel  One,  and  Groninghen  Two,-   who 

v.ith 
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with  the  Deputies  of  the  Nobles,  and 
Governors  oi  Provinces,  are  the  Perfons 
that  compofe  the  Council  of  State*  And 
here  each  Member  has  a  decifive  Voice, 
and  prefides  in  his  Turn,  without  Regard 
to  the  Rank  of  th^  Provinces. 

For  the  Regulation  of  Accompts  be- 
tween the  Provinces,  and  auditing  thofe 
of  particular  Receivers  ;  with  the  (ncome 
of  the  tands  which  belong  to  the  State 
in  General,  there  is  a  Chamber  of  Ac- 
compts, compofed  of  fourteen  Deputies  of 
all  the  Provinces^  and  two  Secretaries,  who 
likewife  do  the  Bufmefs  of  Auditors,  and 
Cor  refers.  This  Chamher  examines  the 
Accompts  of  the  feveral  Admiralties^  who 
receive  the  Money  arifing  irom  Dudes  of 
Importation  and  Exportation,  appropriated 
by  the  states  to  the  Service  of  the  ^^^21^/. 
In  the  fame  manner,  ilie  fuperintcnds  and 
regulates  the  Expences  of  the  States  Depu- 
ties, who  travel  and  execute  Commiffions 
for  the  Puhlic  ;  the  Salaries  and  extraordi- 
nary Expences  oli  Emhajjadors,  extraordi- 
nary  Deputies,  and  other  Minijkrs  employ^ 
ed  in  foreign  Courts ;  and  keeps  an  ex- 
ad  Regijier  of  all  Orders  made  by  the 
Council  of  State,  for  whole  Eale,  She  was 
indeed  chiefly  ereded. 

5  E  C  T, 


SECT.    V. 


O  F    T  H  E 


I  R  A  L  TY 


OF    THE 


United  Provinces. 


HE  Admiralty  of  the 
Vnited  Provinces  is  divided 
into  five  diaerent  Courts, 
Vvii ich  are  thofe  of  the  Maefe^ 
A?f/Jierdum^  North  Holland^ 
'Zealand^  and  Frizeland.  The 
Fkfl,   which    icfidcs  at  Rotterdam^   confifls 

of 
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of  twelve  Commiffioners,    of  whom,  feven 
are  eleded  by  the  Province  of  Holland;  and 
the   remaining  Five,  are  deputed  by  Gelder- 
land^  Zealand    Fnzdandy  Vtreckt^  and  Over- 
yffel.     The  fecond  Admiralty^    which  is  that 
of  Amfterdam^   is  compoled  of  fix  Members 
for  Holland^  and  one  for  each  of  the  other 
fix  Provinces,     I  am   ignorant  of  the  exadl 
Number    oi:    Coinmiilioners    that   compofe 
That    of    North   Bollandy    which  refides  at 
Horn,    and  Enchuifen  alternatively,    remov- 
ing every  three  Months.    The  Admiralty  of 
Zealand,  is   fixed  to  the  Town  of  Middle- 
borough,   and  confiils   of   eleven     Commil^ 
fioners,    four    of   whom   are    deputed    by 
Holland,  a  fitth  by  the  Province  of  Vtrecht^ 
and  the  other  fix  Members  are  of  Zealand^ 
and  (erve  at  the  lame  Time  as  the  Council 
of  State  for   that  Province,     The   fifth  Ad- 
miralty, which  is  that  of  Frizeland,   is  efta- 
bliilied   in  the  Town   of    HarliTtorhen^    and 
conlifts  of  ten  Commiffioners;    four  of  the 
Province ;    two  for    Groninghen  and  the  Ow- 
welandi,;    one  for   Gelderland^  and   another 
for   Holland.     Each  of   thefe  Courts  has  a 
Se  retary,    a    Fifcal    or    Solicitor  General,    a 
Receiver y    a  Comwijfioner    General,    who    fu- 
penntcnds   the    Seilures    and    Cuftomiioufe 
Oliicers;    ,    and    a  Comptroller    General  of 
the     Pvities   of    Importation    and    Esporta^^ 

tiou ,- 
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tion;  with  Numbers  of  inferior  Contmisy 
or  CuftoYYihovfe  Officers,  The  CommifTioners 
of  thefe  feveral  Courts  are  eledled  by  the 
States  of  their  refpedive  Provinces,  who 
exa£t  an  Oath  from  Them,  that  They 
have  given  no  Bribe  to  obtain  their 
EleBion.  They  muft  likewife  fwear,  to 
execute  all  poUtical  Refolutions  taken  by  the 
States  General y  with  the  Concurrence  of 
their  refpedive  Provinces,  and  to  obferve 
the  feveral  Articles  of  their  Inflru^tions  ,• 
by  which  among  other  Reftridlions,  They 
are  incapacitated,  to  buy  the  Merchandize, 
that  is  fejzed  by  the  Cuporr.hcufe  Officers  of 
their  Depend ance^  and  confifcated  by  Sen- 
tence ot  Admiralty ;  which  feems  to  be 
a  very  equitable  Referve,  fince  the  Ad- 
miralties are  invefled  with  a  particular  Ju- 
lildiction  by  which  they  aie  authorized 
to  jud'ie  and  determine  all  Difputes,  that 
arile  trom  Frauds,  committed  in  the  En- 
try of  Goods ;  and  if  tliefe  Caufes  arc  cri- 
minal, They  Judge  in  the  lajl  Refort;  but 
in  thofe  that  are  purely  Civile  there  lies 
an  Appeal  from  their  Sentence,  to  the 
States  General  by  Way  ot  Revifion. 
The  Admiralty  receives  all  the  Duties  of 
Importation  and  Exportation^  which  the  Pro* 
vinces  h^ive  appropriated  to  the  Vje  of  the 
Navy  i    and  when  a  l^Var  lefTens  Trade^  and 

aug-. 
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augments  the  Expence,  the  Coum'd  of  State 
demands    an     extraordinary    Supply    from 
the  States    General    for     that     Service.     In 
the    lame    Manner,   when    the    States    are 
refolved  on  the  Number  of  Ships  which  the 
Fleet    is    to    confift    of,    the    Council    dif- 
patches   Its   Orders    to    the  feveral  Admi- 
ralties,   who  accordingly,  fit  out  their  re- 
fpedtive     Quotas    agreeable    to    the    efla- 
bliilied  Proportion-     The  Admiralty  of  Am^ 
fierdam  furmilies   one  Third,  and  the  other 
Four,     each    a   fixth  Part    of    the    Fleet. 
The  Ships    are    fitted    out    for    the    Sea^ 
and  provided    with  all   warlike    and  naval 
Stores  by  the  Admiralties^    but  the  Charge 
of    Vidtualling    lies     on    the    Captain,    for 
which  the  Provinces  allow  /even  Pence  per 
Diem,  for   each  private   Man;    and   about 
ten   Pence    for    each     Oficer ;    and    at    the 
End  of   the  Voyage  the   Admiralty  of  the 
Province    takes    off  the    remaining    Provi- 
fions  at  the   Price   they    coft    the  Captain, 
The    High    Admiral,     and    in    his   Ab- 
fence,    the   Vice   or  Lievtenant  Admi- 
ral,   as  he  is    called  in  Holland,    has  his 
Seat  and  prefides  in  all  the  Courts  of  Ad" 
miralty.     The     principal    Officers     of    the 
Fleer,     the  Admirals^   Vice    Admirals^    and 
Rear    Admirals,     are    nominated    by    the 
States     General',     and    even     the     private 

Captains 
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Captains  are  chofen  by  Them  likewife, 
upon  a  double  Nomination  of  the  Admi- 
ralties^ who  have  only  the  1  ower  to 
difpofe  of  Lieutenancies  and  other  Sub- 
altern   Employments. 


SECT 


SECT. 

O  F    T  H  E 

RELIGION 

And    METHODS  of 

Ecclefiaftical  Government, 

Eftablifhed    in  the 

Ul^ITED     P  RO  r  I  N  C  E  S. 

IR  William  Temple,  in 
his  Remarks  on  the  Vnitecl 
Provinces^  fays,  That  podi- 
bly  Religion  may  do  more 
Good  in  other  Countries,  but 
that  It  did  lead  Flurt  in 
Holland.  Sir  William,  indeed,  does  not 
fpeak  in  the  Charad:er  of  a  Divine^ 
but  merely  as  a  Politkian^  and  as  luch 
I   conceive    his    Remark    will  amount   to 

no 
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no  lefs  than  this.  That  he  thought  the  Me^ 
thods  o^ Ecclefiaftkal  Government,  cftab:i;kd 
in  the  united  Prvvmces.  were  better  calculated 
for  the  fecular  Inter efl  and  Happ'mefs  oi  rhe 
People,  than  Thole  of  any  other  Sr.ate.    The 
great  DifFerence  between  the  Church  Go- 
vernment of  Holland^    and  that  of  other 
Countries,  confifts  in  a  general  Tolleration  of 
Se^s.     At  the   Union  of  Utrecht,    the 
States  general  declared,  as  I  have  obfer\^ed  a- 
bove,thatthe  reformed  RELiGroN,  or  if  vou 
pleafe  Calvinism,  fhould  be  the  eftabhfhed 
and  public  Religion  of  the  united  Provinces, 
prcviding  very  cxprefsly  however,    that  no 
Perfon  lliould  be  molefted  or  perfecured  in 
any  Degree,  on  Account  ot  his  Religion^  if  in 
other  Refpedls,  He  behaved  as  a  good  Sub- 
ject,   and  was  obedient  to  the  Laivs^     But 
this  Indulgence  for  Sectaries  has  drav^n  ma- 
ny a  birter  Sarcafm  on  the  Dutch,  who  have 
oken  lecn  charged  from  thence,  with  having 
no  Religion  at  all.     At  Geneva  which  was 
fo  long  the  Refidence  of  Calvin,  Liberty 
of  Conscience  is  not  permiited,    Witnefs 
Si'RVETUs  who  was  there  condemned   and 
burnt  for  Ikrefy^  in  a  manner  that  does  v^xj 
little  Honour  either  to  Calvin  or  the  Ge- 
ne vois   his    Cotemt)GraYiei>     {a)   The    iame 


(«j  See  Collet's  Lite  of  StRvirus. 

Temper 
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Temper  prevails  in  the  Canton  of  Bearn, 
witnefs  their  Expuhlon  of  the  Amhaptills  ; 
but  in  Holland^  the  Spirit  of  Perfecution  ftems 
to  be  extinct,  or  afleep  at  leaft ;  and  unlefs  it 
were  oiice,  in  the  Time  of  Prince  Maurice, 
and  Barneveldt,  when  Religion  was  in- 
deed a  Cloak  to  Party  and  'ntereft,  there  can 
be  no  Iniiance  given,  of  any  Perfon's  lufler- 
ing  for  his  Faith  in  Matters  of  Dccirifte,  or  his 
Adherence  to  certain  Exterior  Modes  cf  Wor- 
/hip.  I  have  faid  enough  in  the  Introdu£ricn 
of  this  Book  to  exprefs  my  own  Approbation 
of  this  general  Lenity  for  Dijfenters.  I  leave  ic 
to  Divines  to  fiiew  its  Co.nformity  to  the 
Rules  of  tliQGoJpel;  Qa)  but  tliat  it  is  very 
confident  with  fecular  Happi?iefs^  the  do- 
meflic  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the  united 
Provinces^  is  an  illuftrious  Proof,  which  It  is 
impoffible  to  controvert.  Indeed  One  mufh 
be  very  little  acquainted  with  Mankind,  not 
to  be  convinced  of  Tliis ;  for  in  the  Inter- 
courfe  and  Commerce  of  the  World,  the 
Queftion  is  not  what  Religion  a  Man  is 
of,   but  whether  he  is  honeft  -,  and  therefore 


{a)  VoytzBafnage  Cha.  39  de  fa  Defer  iption  hiftorique 
du  Gouvernement  des  Provinces  unics.  in;itul?  De  \x 
Reigiondes  HoiUnioh  etApologic  dt%  EutsQencraux  lur 
la  Tfileraoce  des  $ectes. 

L  Sir 
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Sir  William  Ter/ipk  had  great  Reafon  to  won- 
der that  People  ihould  be  io  firaight  laced  in 
Matters  of  Fahh^  about  which  Mankind  in 
generalnever  were  of  the  fame  Mind,  and  fo 
eafy  as  to  moral  Virtues^  tlie  Truth  and  Ex- 
cellency of  which  nobody  contefts. 

Iff  might  define  the  eftablilhed  Religion  of 
the  umted  ProvinceSy  I  iliould  call  it  a  mo- 
derate Cahimfm.  The  Regents  of  the 
Country  mult  be  oi  this  Religion,  and  the 
Churches  are  devoted  to  the  Exercife  of  It. 
The  Arminians  are  a  powerful  Sedt  in  Hoi- 
larJy  both  for  their  Number  and  Quality  • 
differing  from  the  Qalvinijls  only  upon  the 
Dcdrinesof  Grace ^  and  ablolute  PredejlinatU 
on  ,•  and  It  was  once  a  moot  Point  which  Per- 
fuafion  lliould  predominate  ;  but  the  Decrees 
of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  the  Fate  of 
Barne VELDT,  put  an  End  to  all  Competition 
between  the  two  Parties,  and  ever  fince  the 
Death  of  Prince  Frederick  Henry,  who 
thought  fit  for  Reafons  of  State  to  countenance 
the  Arminians^  their  Sect  has  continued  to 
decline. 

The  Anabaptists  make  another  Divifion  of 
the  People,  and  fince  the  Expulfion  cf  their 
Brethren  out  of  the  Canton  of  Bearn, 
They  are  become  very  numerous.  The  Qua- 
kers have  their  Aflemblies  in  Holland  Xikz-^ 
wife  ;    and   in    general,     the    Socinians, 

Brownists 
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Brownists,  and  all  other  Scds  that  have 
prevailed  in  Christendom,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  umted  Provinces.  The  Jews  are  ex- 
treamly  numerous  in  the  Province  of  Uol^ 
land,  efpecially  in  Amjlerdam,  vihere  their 
Synagogue  is  an  Ornament  to  the  City  -,  and 
in  1725,  Ttiey  had  begun  to  ere4  very 
handfome  Buildings  for  the  lame  Purpofe^ 
both  at  Rotterdam  and  the  Ha<7ue> 

There  are  very  great  Numbers  of  Roman 
Catholicks  in  the  united  Provinces^  not- 
withftanding  their  Religion  as  Sir  yVilliam 
Temple  obferves,  is  not  immediately  prorected 
by  the  Laws  of  the  Repuhlic  The  fame  Author 
has  alTigned  theReafon  of  This,  u  hich  is  that 
the  States  believe  the  Roman  CatholickR.e!igioyt 
mull  make  Men  bad  Subje£ts,  whilft  It  teaches 
Them  to  acknowledge  a  Foreign  Power  fuperior  to 
That  under  which  J  hey  live :  and  accordingly 
They  have  made  feveral  penal  Laws  to  prevent 
the  Growth  of  It.  But  as  each  Province  has  re- 
ferved  to  Herfelf  the  Liberty  of  regulating 
Religion  within  her  own  Jarifdi6lion,  thele 
penal  Laws  of  the  States  General  have  fiever 
been  put  in  Execution.  In  Holland  efpecially 
neither  Prudence  nor  Policy  would  permit 
Them  to  exclude  fo  large  a  Body  as  the  Roman 
Catholicks  out  of  the  general  Toleration  ,*  and 
accordingly  They  are  very  numerous  in  the 
L  a  great 
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great  To'cv  ns  of  that  Province,  where  the  Ma- 
giftrates  give  Them  an  equal  Froteftion  with 
orher  Didcnter^  At  An^fier  Jam  They  have  not 
fewer  than  twenty  four  Chappels.  There  are 
great  Numbers  of  the  fame  Communion  in 
Rotterdam^  and  fevcral  other  Cities  ;  but 
They  are  mofl:  numerous  in  the  P^illages^  in- 
lomuch  tliat  a  Mtller^  Smithy  or  any  other 
Mechanic  being  a  Proteflant,  is  fure  to  be  a 
^^^^^rifHe  fettles  in  the  Country;  for  the 
Pnefts  never  fail  to  enjoin  their  whole  Com* 
inunion  to  negle£V  Him.  This  perhaps  may 
feera  ftrange  to  the  Englijh  Reader,  who  con- 
fidcrs  Holland  as  a  reformed  Country,  and  a 
principal  Bulwark  of  the  protcdant  Reli- 
gion,- but  I  fpeak  upon  good  Grounds,  and  a- 
mongfl:  many  Proofs  which  I  might  bring  of 
the  Truth  of  what  I  advance,  I  chafe  to  in- 
ilance  the  Remonftrance  made  to  the  States  ge- 
neral ^  in  1715',  ^v  the  Deputies  of  the  general 
Synody  who  reprefented  the  Growth  of  Ropery 
in  the  mofl  pathetic  Terms,  and  afHrmed  that 
fince  the  Year  1650  the  Number  of  Roman 
Catholkksin  the  feven  Provinces,  was  encrsafed 

THREE  HUNDRED    AND    FIFTY     THOUSAND, 

of  which  They  had  authentic  Proofs.  This 
is  plain  Evidence  both  of  their  great  Numbers, 
and  the  Afftduity  of  the  Pnejh  in  their  Pro- 
feffion  ,*  for  confidering  how  many  of  both 
Sexes  the  Alo^a/kr/es  and  Nuunerks  take  oft^ 

who 
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who  engage  in  Vows  of  Cekhacy  and  Vh-gmi- 
ty  ,*  and  that  great  Numbers  actually  leave  the 
united  Provinces  yearly  upon  thefe  Accounts,  to 
fettle  in  the  religious  Houfes  of  the  adjacent 
Countries,  It  will  be  different  to  account  for 
fo  large  an  Augmentation  wirhout  the  Help 
of  new  ConverJionS'  As  necelTary  however 
as  it  may  feem  to  retrain  the  Growth  of 
Foperyy  It  would  be  difficult  if  not  im- 
poilible  to  elTect  it  without  fome  De^ 
gree  of  Perfecution  ,•  and  therefore  the 
States  will  a6t  in  it  with  the  utmofl  Cau- 
tion. But  were  They  lefe  delicate,  In  vain  are 
penal  Laws  whilft  the  City  and  Village  Schouts 
remain  the  Overfeers  and  Prolecutors  of  cri- 
minal Affairs ;  for  Thefe  will  ever  difpence 
with  the  Practices  of  the  Priefts  for  a  Sum  of 
Money,  which  They  are  always  in  a  Conditi'? 
on  to  furniili  upon  fuch  an  Occafion. 

The  Church  of  the  tmited  Provif7ces,  is 
governed  by  a  Treshitery^  wiie/e  every  ec-^ 
clefiaftical  Member  is  equal  to  another.  The 
Bufmefs  of  particular  Congregations  is  regu- 
lated in  their  refpedlive  Confi{l cries.,  compofed 
of  the  Miniflers  Elders  and  Deaccns  ot  the 
Congregation.  But  the  more  important  Af= 
fairs  of  the  Church;  all  that  regards  the  Stats 
of  Religion  in  general ;  Cenfures  and  Degrada" 
tions;  is  managed  in  Synods,  which  are  both 
provincial  and  general.  Thefe  affemble  twics 

^3  % 
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a  Year,  and  notify  to  the  States  the  Time  of 
their  Meeting,  upon  which  they  depute  a 
Member  cf  their  own  Body  to  the  Symd,  with 
the  Title  of  Commissarius  Politicus,  who 
is  always  a  Perfon  confpicuous  for  his  Learning 
and  Abilities-  He  harrangues  the  Syno^,  con- 
gratulating Them  upon  their  meeting  with 
the  Marks  of  Harmony  and  Vnammity^  and 
prefides  in  the  Affemblyas  a  ion  of  Modera- 
tor, The  Prefencc  of  one  fo  qualified  in  Be- 
half of  the  Soverei^n^  has  a  wonderful  good 
Efled  on  a  Body  of  Men,  who  might  other- 
ivife  be  apt  enough  to  fliake  Hands  with  the 
Refpeft  They  owe  their  Superiors,  and  ex- 
tend their  Care  to  Matters  entirely  out  of 
their  Sphere-  This  the  States  appear  to  be 
extreamly  fenfible  of,  and  provide  according- 
ly. Every  three  Years  the  general  Synod 
fends  a  Deputation  to  the  States  general^  to 
leprefent  the  State  of  Religion  in  the  united 
Provinces^  and  defire  the  Reform  of  fuch  A- 
bufes,  as  their  own  Authority  does  not  ex- 
tend ro:  After  which  the  fame  Depuration 
goes  on  to  the  University  of  Lf.yden, 
where  They  demand  to  fee  the  authentic 
i^icces  of  the  Bihle^  that  are  in  the  keeping  of 
that  Acader/)j. 

Each  City  pays  her  own  Minivers  out  of 
the  publ  c  Revtnues ;  for  the  StztQs,  when 
^hey  alfumed  the  C  lurch  and  Ah  hey  Lavds^ 

fettled 
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fettled  no  Funds  for  the  Maintainance  of  the 
Clergy^  whofe  .Salaries  are  now  very  much 
upon  an  Equality,  and  are  generally  about 
One  Hundred  and  fifty^  and  from  thence  to 
One  Hundred  and  Eighty  Founds  Sterling  per 
Annum » 

I  cannot  end  this  Sedion  more  properly 
nor  give  better  Evidence  to  fomc  Things  I 
have  advanced,  than  by  inferting  the  Anlwer 
of  the  States  General,  as  entered  in  their 
Regifters,  to  a  Memorial  prefented  to  Them 
in  i72f,  from  the  Republic  of  Venice, 
on  Occafion  of  a  Difpute  that  arofe  between 
the  Jesuits  and  Jansenists  concerning  the 
Eledion  of  a  titular  Arch-Bijhop  of  TJtrechtn 
Happv,  if  I  may  do  no  Injuftice  by  my 
Tranflarion,  to  the  elegant  Pen  of  Monsieur 
Fag  EL.  Qi) 

The  Matter  being  taken  into  Confide- 
ration,  it  is  refolved 

'  To  acquaint  the  raoft  Serene  Repub- 
'  Lie  of  Venice,  that  their  High  Migh- 

*  tin  ESSES  will    always    have  the  higheft 

*  Edeem  for  Her;  that  Her  Interceffion  is 


{a)  This  Gentleman  is  a  prefent  Greffier  or  Regifter 
to  the  States  General  wbofc  great  Abilities  aie  too 
well  kaown  to  want  any  Encomium  here. 

L  4  'of 
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of  fo  great  a  Force  with  their  High 
Mightinesses,  that  they  would  with 
Picafure  give  her  a  Proof  of  It  on  this 
Occafion,  but  that  they  cannot  do  it  with- 
out derogating  from  the  fundamental  and  in- 
'uiolahie  Maxims  of  their  Republic  Which 
arc,  that  in  Matters  of  Religion  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  Difcipliyie,  Men  ought  only  to  be 
governed  by  their  Ferfwafion^  without  any 
the  lead  Conjlraint,  or  Violence  :  That 
every  One  is  free  to  helieie  in  Point  of 
R.digion^  That  ivhich  he  judges  mofl  proper 
io  ohtain  the  Salvation  of  his  Soul,  of  which 
he  will  be  obliged  to  render  an  Account  to 
Goo,  according  to  the  Lights  He  has  received, 
Tiiat  their  High  Mightinesses  judging 
tlie  Religion  which  They  profefs,  to  be 
the  bed,  and  the  mofl  conformable  to  the 
Will  of  God,  of  any  that  has  been  reveal- 
ed to  Mankind,  They  could  wifh  that  all 
their  Sulyeds  would  conform  to  It;  but 
that  according  to  their  fundamental  Maxims 
They  do  not  pretend  to  force  any  One 
on  this  Account ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
They  will  leave  to  all  Men  the  Liberty 
of  prof^iTing  that  Religion  which  they 
believe  in  their  Confciences  to  be  the 
bed,  provided  at  the  fame  Time,  They 
behave  Tliemfelves  as  good  and  faithful 
Suhjefls^  and  do  not  undertake  any  Thing, 

*  either 
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either     by    Word    or  A£lion,     that  may 
wound  the  Authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment 5    he  a   Prejudice  to  Civil  Socie- 
ty,   good   Manners,    the  puhlk  Peace, 
or    Private  Property. 
*  That  in   conformhy    to   this  Way   of 
Thinking,     their     High    Mightinesses 
have    and    do   (liil    toUerate    even    the 
Roman  Catholicks,    as  well  as   other 
Se£baries    in     their    Dominions,    without 
concerning  Themfelves  with  their  Particu- 
lar Opinions,   in  Relation  to   the  different 
Degrees   of  Authority^    which    either    one 
Side    or     the   Other    attribute    to    him, 
whom   they   equally    own   their   Teacher^ 
fo    long  as  the    pullic  Peace  is  not  hurt. 
And    that    thus    their    High     Mighti- 
nesses not   having  hitherto  taken  Cog- 
nifance  of   what   may   have  paded  with 
refpedl  to  the  Election  and  Confecration  of 
a  ^/-^/^/^^^^/^ Arch-Bishop  of  Utrecht, 
wlio    They  are  informed  is   fmce  Dead, 
They  do  not  pretend  to  judge  whether  the 
Thing  palled   according  to  Order  or  nor. 
That  tlie    Opinions   or   their  Roman    Ca- 
tholick  Subjetis    being    divided  upcn  this 
Point,  tiieir  KroH  Mightinesses  cannot 
make  ufe  of  their  own  Power,  nor  permit 
the  inter pofition  of  any  foreign  Authori- 
*  ty^    to   oblige   either    Side    to   abandon 

*  their 
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'  their  Sentiments,  or  perfwade  any  Perfon 

*  to  fubmit  Himfelf  with  a  blind  Ohedknce 
'  to  Him  whom  They  call  the  Sovereign 

*  Pastor  ;  but  are  on  the  Contrary 
'  obliged  to  fupport  equally  hoth  the  one  Partyy 
'  and  the  Other ^  ^g^i^ft  all  Oppreffion  and  Per- 

*  fectiiion. 

'  Thar  the  mod  fereneDocE  of  iheREPUB- 

*  Lie  of  Venice,  will  pleafe  to  confider,  in 
'  this  great  VAjdom,  that  their  High  Migh- 

*  tinesses  can  never  permit   the  Court 

*  of  Rome  to  exercife  an  ahfolute  Power  in 

*  their  Dowhnom,  which  wouldeven  go  far- 

*  ther  than  is  pradifed  in  feveral  Kingdoms 
'  and  Countries  where  the  Pioman  Catholick 
'  Religion  is  eflablilhed  by  Law ;  and  extend 
'  to  deprive  the  ancient  Secular  Clergy 
^  of  thofe  Rights^  and  Priviledgei  which 
'  they  have  enjoyed   Time  out  of   Mmd, 

*  in  Favour  of  foreign  Mijftcnaries.  Which, 
'  when  the  Most  Serene  Republic,  in 
'  Her  great  Equity,  lliall  have  confidered, 
<  their  High  Mightinesses  hope,  that 
«  She  will  employ  her  good  Offices  to  obvi, 
'  ate  all  violent  Proceedings,    and  terminate 

*  the  prefent  Difputes  by  Methods  of  Le- 
'  Ktty  anJ  Moderation.  That  fach  a  Media- 
^  tion  being  coniormable  to  Juflice  and  Pru- 

*  dence,  will  be  very  agreeable  to  their 
^  High  Mightinesses  ;  v  ho  on  their  Part, 

will 
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■  *  will  preferve  the  high  Efteem  and  continue 

*  to  entertain  the  good  and   fincere  Friend- 

*  Ihip  They  have  always  had  for  the  moft 
^  ferene  Republic,  than  which,    They  will 

*  have  Nothing   niore  at  Heart. 


Sect 
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OF 


^^iLLiAM  I,  Maurice, 

Frederick  Henry, 


AND 


William  II, 

Princes  of  Orange. 

And  of  the  ^Office  of  StaJtholJev 
both  in  his  Civil  and  Military  Capacity. 


^^^-^^"^^  Need  not  inform  the  Reader 
4       .  .  i;%^  that  the  Family  of  Nassau  is 

of 
the 
^^^^g  moa    iiluftrious  in  Europe. 
The  Houle  of  Orange,  which 
became  extlE'fi  in  our  late  King  W^i^liam-j 

was 


%  ..-.-■  :/:a'^C^  f^"^^^  t^i^  Famdy  or  Nassau 
&)(  ^  ll^S  amongdc  the  moft  sndent 
^J^'^^i^^JJ^   the  Empire,  and  one  of  i 
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was  the  deleft  Branch  of  It ;  fertile  in  a  Race 
of  Prmesy  who  not  at  all  indebted  to  the 
Gra  ndeur  of  their  Defcent,  have  always  reflect- 
ed greater  Luftre  on  their  Family,  than  They 
derived  from  it.  No  Character  has  employed 
more  Pens  than  That  of  William  I.  Prince 
of  Orange,  but  amongft  all  Thofe  who 
have  written  any  thing  concerning  this 
Prince,  I  have  not  met  with  one  that  feems 
to  treat  Him  with  Fairnefs  and  Impartiality 
except  Hugo  Grotius.  They  all  allow  the 
Greatnefs  »of  his  Capacity,  and  admit  that 
fuch  and  fuch  Things  were  done  by  Him  ,*  but 
when  they  attempt  to  Ihow  us  the  true  Springs 
and  Motives  of  his  Actions,  or  to  afcertain 
the  Ends  to  which  they  were  directed,  their 
Opinions  are  as  various  as  their  Countries. 
The  Spaniards,  who  fuflered  by  liim,  aJ]  con- 
cur to  make  Him  the  bafefl  and  mod  ungrate- 
ful Perlon  that  ever  lived.  The  French  Hiflo- 
rians  are  divided.  Monfieur  Du  Maurkr,  who 
was  almoft  the  only  political  Writer  of  the 
Reign  of  Lewis  XIV,  whofe  Works  retain 
any  Spark  of  the  antient  Gallkk  Liberty, 
is  not  conrent  to  make  Him  the  greatefl: 
Man  of  the  Age  he  lived  in,  but  equals 
Him  with  the  moft  celebrated  Heroes  of 
Antiquity;  even  with  Alexander  and  Ju- 
lius C^.sAR,   tho*  He  was  neither  ficceff- 

fal 
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fill   in    War,    nor    Eloquent    in  the  Senate. 

But  if  Monfiear  Du  Maurkr  be  too  lavifh 
of  his  Praife,  He  is  much  more  excufable 
than  Monfieur  Le  Nohle^  Attorney  General 
to  the  Tarliament  of  Metz,  who  laying 
afide  all  Refped-,  treats  Him  every  where 
as  a  mere  Incendiary,  cr  Arch-Rebel, 
without  making  any  Diftindion  between  a 
Rebellion  fomented  and  cherillied  thro' 
mere  Ambition,  and  a  neceflary  Refiftance 
for  the  Defence  of  the  natural  Liberty  and 
Right  of  the   Subject. 

Nature,  fays  Le  Noble,  Had  made 
Him  extreamly  proper  for  the  Vndertakings 
to  which  Fortune  had  defgned  Him'  He 
was  defended  from  a  noble  Family  in  Ger- 
many, and  extreamly  rich.  His  Difpofi- 
tion        was    fupple    and    hypocriticaly    popu^' 


(a)  11  ne  faut  pas  tant  S'etonner  des  Conquetes  d"  A- 
iLXANDER  ct  dc  C^sar.  Lc  Premier  etoit  maitre  de  toute 
la  Grece,  et  d'  une  Armee  aguerrie  :  et  V  Autre  comrnan- 
doit  fovcrainement  ia  moitie  des  Legions  Rornaines' 
qui  dominoient  tout  le  monde.  Avec  ces  Forces  !eurs  pre- 
mieres Viaoires  aiantete  i'  Inftrumcnt  des  Suivanres,  V 
un  detruifoit  1'  Empire  dts  Perfes  et  I  Autre  la  Rcpub  i- 
que  Romaine,  Mais  la  Vertu  de  ce  Prince  Guiliaume  n'eft 
pas  moindre  que  Celle  de  ces  grands  Conquerans,  en  Ce 
que  fans  aucunes  Forces  il  a  eu  le  Courage  d'attaquer  la 
ruiffance  redoutable  du  Roi  d'  Efpatne  ^hlUppes  il,  &c. 
Yoyez.  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  V  Hiftoire  d'  BoUande^^t 
Mo»fieurrf«Ai«ww.  p.  12. 

lar 


Part  I.     IjLLUsTRATA,  isc.  I5P 

lar  and  infimiat'mg;  he  was  cunning  and  elo- 
qnent ;  hid  in  Council  and  prompt  in  Execu^ 
tion;  mofl  fertile  in  Expedients  when  his  Affairs 
were  in  the  greatefl  Diforder  ;  Conflant  and 
vigilant  in  his  had  Fortune ;  hot  and  prefump- 
tuous  in  his  Good:  He  hoped  all  Things  and 
feared  Nothing  -  But  with  Refpe^  to  military 
Firtues,  'tis  certain  He  never  did  a  fingle 
Action  that  can  rank  Him  amongfi  the  Number 
of  great  Generals.  He  was  a  Slave  to  his  Am- 
bition,  and  had  no  other  Religion  than  his  In- 
tereft  :  He  was  horn  a  Lutheran  in  Germany ; 
feigned  Himfelf  a  Roman  Catholick  in  Flan- 
ders, that  he  might  inherit  his  Mother'^  Efiate, 
find  at  lafl  died  a  Calvinift.     (/) 


{a)  La  natare  L'  avoit  fait  tres  propre  pour  les  En- 
treprizes  auquelks  la  Fortune  le  deftinoit.  II  avoic 
■une  Naiffance  confiderablc  entre  la  Nobleffe  Allemande, 
&  de  tres  grands  Biens.  C'etoit  un  Efprit  fouple  & 
difiimule,  populaire  &  infmuant,  fin  &  Eloquent  ^  hardi 
dans  le  Confeil,  promt  dans  TExecution,  trouvant  aife- 
ment  des  expedients  &  des  Refources  dans  les  Affairs 
les  plus  des  efperees.  ll  etoit  vigilant  &  conflant 
dans  la  mauvaife  Fortune  j  chaud  &  prefumptueux 
dans  la  bonne;  efperoit  Tout,  nccraignoit  Rieti,  Mais 
quant  au  Vertues  mihtaires,  II  n'a  jamais  fait  une  feulc 
aaion  qui  puiflie  le  mettre  au  Rang  des  Grands  Capi- 
aines.  II  ctoir  devorc  d'une  Ambition  demefurcie  &  a' 
avoit  d'  autre  Religion  que  Celle  qui  s'  accommodoit  a 
fes  Intercts.  II  croir  nc  Lutherien  en  Allmagne;  II 
feignit  d'etre  Catholique  en  Flandre  pour  y  recu'Uiff 
la  Succeflion  dc  fa  mere  &  mourut  enfin  dans  le  Calvinifme. 
Voyez  Hiftoirc  d'  Hollandc  par  Monfieur  U  iigbls,  Tom.  i, 
P<j^.  38.  Taiji  Edition. 

Lc 
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Le  Nolle y  dedicated  his  Book  to  Lew- 
is XIV,  and  it  would  have  difobliged  his 
Patron  to  have  fpoken  well  of  the  Great 
Grand-Father  of  William  III. 

M.  De  Wit,  who  wrote  his  M';;?^//-^'^  with 
a  View  to  perfuade  his  Countrymen  that  the 
Interefh  of  the  Princes  of  Orange  was  incom- 
patible with  that  of  the  Vnited  Provkcss^  yet 
could  not  help  giving  V/illiam  I  a  very  great 
Charafter ;  but  the  unhappy  Prejudice  he 
had  contraded  for  the  Family,  induced  him 
to  accompany  It  with  certain  Infinuations, 
which  tho'  introduced  with  abundance  ot 
Art,  refled  much  greater  Reproach  upon  their 
Author,  than  on  the  Trbice  They  were  de- 
figned  to  calumniate,  (a) 


(a)  II  fe  trouve  des  Gfns  qui  pretendent  me  con- 
tredire,  &  ibutenir  que  malgre  ies  Services  de  ces  trois 
Princes,  Guiliaume  i.  etoit  enlin  aux  femmes  ct  au  vin, 
a  la  raaniere  desallemands;  qu  'II  avoit  diminue  Ton  Biea 
conliderablcment  par  des  Feltins,  et  par  1'  Entictien  d' 
une  Cour  magnifique;  Ce  que  Lui  avolt  attire  un  grand 
Nombrc  de  rartzfansy  que  S'etant  troure  preffe  par  V 
Ambition  at  la  Fauvrete  1)  avoit  mcTufe  de  toutes  fes 
bonnes  Qualires  naturelles ;  tachant  de  fe  rendre  ie  maitre 
des  Pais-bas  au  Prejudice  de  ion  Souverain  le  Roi  d'  Ef- 
pagne,  dont  II  etoit  oblige  de  foutcniries  Droits,  comme 
lui  aiant  prete  ferment  de  Fidelite  en  Qua'ite  de  Stathou- 
der,  ou  de  fe  demetre  defon  Emp  ov,  et  que  pour  parvcnir 
a  fon  Butli  avoit ete'  oblige  neceiTurement  d'  exciter  ct 
d'  augmcnter  Ies  Troubles  fians  Ies  Pais  bas- 
Voyez  'e  Preface  aux  Memoires  de  Jean  Ve  mt  p.  xix.  xx. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,    It  is  evident  enough, 
both    from    the  Writings  of  Friends    and 
Enemies,    that  he  was  a  Perfon  of   a  mofh 
fhining    and  elevated  Genius;     indefatigable 
in  the  fearch  of  Knowledge,  with  a  Memo- 
ry io  faithful  as  to  retain  every  Thing  He 
had  once  acquired  ;  extreamly  polite  ,*    mo- 
deft;  eafyof  Accefs;  averfe  to  many  Words, 
but  of  fo  fweet  a  Converfation  as  to  cap- 
tivate the  Hearts   of    all  that    approached 
Him  ,•  a  great  Mailer  both  of  his  Thoughts 
and  Pailions,-    never    loofing  Sight  of  that 
which  He  had  once  refolved,  but  purfuing 
it  with   a   Conftancy    that    was    Proof  a- 
gainft  the  moft  adverfe  Fortune.     As  to  his 
Ambition^  there  is  very  good  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve, It  would  have  been  confined  to  the  Re- 
gency of  the  Lew  Ccuntrks ;  and  had  Philip  IT, 
thought  fit  to  ha\e  left  him  in    that  Go- 
vernment, inflead  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Parma^ 
the  Repuhlic    of  the  Vn'itcd  Trovinces  had 
never   been   formed.     But    the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  William  I.  could  not  quadrate  with 
the   Scheme  of  Government  laid  down  by 
that   amhitious  and  over- politic  Trince.     The 
Ecclefia(ikal  Tribunal,  and  the  fanguinary  E- 
dills  againft  thofe  that  feparatcd  from  the 
Church  of  Rome,    mud    have  been  fupprcf- 
fed ;     the  foreign  Troop  recalled,    an;i    the 
Teopk  muft  have  preferved  their  PriviledgeSy 

M  for 
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for  he  would  never  have  lent  his  Hand  to 
liavc  msde  flaves  oF  Subjedls. 

But  Nothing  can  fet  this  Princes  Gha- 
ra(!kr  in  (o  true  a  Light,  as  the  Marks  of 
Efrtem,  Conlidence  and  Love,  with  which 
Charles  V.  thought  fit  to  diuinguiili  Kim. 
Thit  great  Emperor^  who  knew  Mankind 
perievlly  well,  did  not  only  prefer  his  Opi- 
nion in  poHticai  Affairs  before  any  other, 
tut  made  him  Generaliffmw  of  his  Forces  at 
fo  early  an  Age  as  two  and  Tvienty  ;  and 
Dii  Manner  teib  rus,  the  Prince  executed 
that  Charge  fo  well,  that  He  built  Char' 
temcnt  and  Fhilippevilk^  in  the  Face  of  the 
French  Army,  ccmmanded  by  the  Duke  De 
Never s^  and  the  Admiral  De  Chatillcti^  both 
famous  for  tlieir  Conduft  and  Bravery.  (^) 
Which  feerrss  to  piove  that  the  Primes  Ge- 
nius was  equally  proper  both  tor  the  Field 
and  the  Cabinet ;  and  that  the  Event  of  a 
Car^pagne  depends  more  on  the  Gcodnefs 
Oi  the  Souldiery  than  the  Skill  of  the  tea' 
der :  fmce  He,  who  at  two  and  Twenty 
was  luccelsiiil  againfi:  the  mofl  experienced 
Generals,  when  at  the  Head  of  the  Spanijh 
Forces,  was  afterv/ards  defeated,  almoft  up- 
on ^vQry  Occafion,    by  the    fame  Troops, 


('/)  Memoite;,  Du  M.z*»7Vr:    Page  6, 

when 


Parti-      Illustrata,  is'c.        1^3 

when  obliged  to  oppofe  them  with  new  Le* 
vies,  tho'  his  own  Knowledge  in  iVar  was 
certainly  improved. 

We  have  already  faid.  that  the  Prme  of 
Ot\wge  was  fent  to  France  in  15:59,  as 
Hoftage  for  the  execution  of  the  Peace  of 
Camhrayj  where  the  Conformity  of  Genius 
foon  eftabliihed  a  pcrfe^il  Friendfliip  between 
Him,  and  the  great  Admiral  Colligni, 
which  \  cannot  help  thinking  the  m^ofl  for- 
tunate Incident  of  his  Life.  Monfieur  du  Maurkr 
compares  Them  together,  with  a  great  deal 
of  Tuftice,  and  inflances  feveral  Circmn* 
fiances  of  their  Fortane,  which  bear  the 
exa£te(l    Refemblance   one    to   another,  {a) 


{a)  Us  avoient  tous  Deux  beaucoup  de  Conduite,  de  Sa- 
geffe,  &ds  Moderation.  lis  dcmeloient  tous  deux  les  Af- 
fairs les  plus  ditiiciles  St  les  plus  embrouiiles.  Ilsecoutoicnt: 
'un  &  I'autie  plus  qu'  lis  ne  parloient.  Us  etoient  per- 
perfuafifs  &  remplis  de  bons  Confeils.  lis  avoient  tous 
deux  ie  Ccear,  V  Ettime  &  la  Veneration  meme  de  Ceux  de 
leur  Farri.  Leur  Courage  etoit  plus  hauc  que  leurs  Advcr- 
firet;  leur  Conftance  etoit  admirable  a  les  fupporter;  Us 
ontete  fouventbattuSj  &  toujours  ont  trouve  des  Reffbur- 
ces  gfcrieufesdans  Icurs  malheurs.  lis  one  reus  deux  eu  en 
tete  les  deux  plus  puilfans  Rois  de  b  Chretiente.  I!s  fe  font 
fervis  tous  deux,  pour  fe  maintcnir>  des  fecours  d'AIle- 
magne  &  d'  ftngleterre.  lis  ont  ete  de  memsTeins,  &onc 
pafie  tous  deux  cinquante  Ans.  lis  one  foatenu  tous  deux 
la  meme  Religion :  &  L'ont  etablie  L'un  en  Frauce,  ise 
iMutre  an  Pais  bas,  lis  ont  ere  tous  deux  p'-oicrits :  &  leurs 
Tctes  raifes  a  Pjix,  &C,  Memoirei  du  Maurierj  Pdge  170, 
&  les  Suivantes, 

M  z  But 
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Hut  Le  Noble  Endeavours  with  a  great  deal 
of"  Malice  to  fully  the  Friendlliip  of  thefe 
great  rvlen.  (^}  The  Admiral  Coll^.gm,  fays 
He,  '  That  bulwark  of  Herejy^  who  had 
formed  the  prcdigious  Defign  of  changing 
the  French  Monarchy  into  a  Repuhlic,  or  at 
lead  of  eflablilhing  an  Ariftocracy  in  the 
very  Heart  of  the  Kingdom  ;  this  great  Cap^ 
tain^  who  loft  four  Battles  againfl  his 
King^  without  being  reduced,  and  who 
could  not  be  defticycd  but  by  being 
included  in  a  general  Ruin ;  this  confum- 
mate  Tolitic'ian  finding  the  Vr'tnce  of  Orange 
a  fit  Perfon  to  be  the  fame  Thing  in 
Flanders  that  he  was  in  France-,  that  is  to  fay. 
The  Fire-Brand  of  his  Country,  had  very 
little  Trouble  to  infufe  all  his  Foifons  into 
Him,  and  infpire  Him  uith  a  Rtfolution 
to  fomtnt  thofe  nivifions  and  Diforders, 
w  hich  tkr^jy  had  already  io\^n  in  the  Low 
Countries 

Tiie  Reader  will    eafily    diftinguifli    the 
Chaff   from  the   Qraiyi-     Vv'lien  the  frince  of 
Orange  and  Admiral  CclUgm    had  dilcovtred 
that  the  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain^  con- 
futed   on    proper    Methods    to  exterminate 


(aj  i-iirrcire  de  Koilande.par  le  Noblc.Te;;?.  i.  Page  25. 


the 
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the  Protejlants^  (ji)  It  was  very  natural  for 
Them  to  unite  their  Councils  for  the  Pic- 
fervation  Of  themfelves,  and  their  Adher- 
ents. Colligm  was  always  a  Calv'mifl,  and 
the  Prince  ef  Orange  was  born  a  Lutheran^ 
and  educated  in  that  Profeffion,  'till  he  was 
twelve  Years  old,  v.  hen  his  Father  fent 
him  to  the  Court  of  Charles  V.  with  a 
View  to  facilitate  his  Succeilion  to  the 
PolIeiTions  oF  the  Houfe  of  CJjalonSy  to  which 
He  had  been  left  fole  Heir.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  therefore,  that  the  Principles  of 
his  early  Education  were  (lill  warm  upon 
his  Heart,  or  rather,  that  he  was  ftill  a 
Frotefflant  ;  but  we  mud:  not  conclude  from 
thence,  that  he  would  have  kindled  a  ReleU 
lion  in  the  Netherlands^  merely  to  have  intro- 
duc'd  a  Change  in  Religion  :  Neither  indeed,. 
was  the  War  undertaken  for  the  fake  of 
Rel'mon,  fo  much  as  in  Defence  of  tljc  com- 
mon  Rights  and  Liberty  of  the  Subjed.  (K) 
I  do  not  undertake  tb  write  the  Hidory 
of  William  I,  which  is  comprifed  in  the 
Annals  cf  Grotius,  and  in  the  Writings  of 
feveral  ethers,  tho'  not  with  the  fame  Juifice 
and  Impartiality.  Du  Maurier  has  given 
us    an   Epitome  of  his  Life  that  contains 


C<»)  See  Page  15.  (b)   Page  2;, 

M  3  fevcra] 


i66       B  A  r  A  V  r  A      Part  I. 

feveral  curious    Particularities;    but  as  the 
generality    of    Perfons    iinderfianrl    French, 
it    will    not    become    me    to    recapitulate 
what  may  be   found  to   better  Advantage 
in  his    Memoires,    I  cannot   finilh    my  Ac- 
count of  this  Prince  however,  without  giving 
the  Reader  an  Extract  of  the   Charge  and 
Profcription  publiilied  againfl:    Him  by  Phi' 
lip  11.  and  his  iVnfwer.     In  this  Writing  the 
King   reproaches  Him  with  the  Favours  He 
had  received  from  his  Father  Charles  V, 
particularly,  that  under  his  Patronage,    He 
had  Succeeded  to  Rene  de  J^ajjau.,  &  deCha- 
lon^  Prince  of  Orange,    That   the  King  him- 
iQ\i   had    mide  him   Governor   of  Holland, 
ZeaLihd,    Vtrcchty  and  Burgundy^    Knight  of 
the     Golden    Fleece^    and    Privy    C ounce llor. 
That  being  a  Stranger,  He  had  loaded  him 
v\itli  Benclits  and  Honours,  which    he  re- 
paid   with  Ingratitude.    That  he  had  infti- 
gated  the   Nohility   to  petition  againfi  the 
EflabliOiment  of  the   Inquifition.     Tiiat  He 
had  introduced  Herefy    into  the  Low  Ccun^ 
tries,  and  invaded  the  Kor/ian  Catholick  Kelt'- 
gion  by  breaking  the  hiages  and  deinoli/Ii* 
ing   the  Altars,     That  He    had  made  iVar 
againPt  his /.fi^^  Z.'?;-^.     That   He  had  oppof- 
ed  all  Accomodauons,    even  the  Pacification 
of  Ghent,  and  that  He  had  broke  tlic  ptrpe- 
tiial  Edith  \ 

Lallly, 
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Laftly  He  declares  Him  m^ratefuly  a  Rekl^ 
a  D}flurier  oF  the  puMk  Peace,  a  Hcretick  and 
a  Hypocrite  :  that  He  looked  upon  Him  as  a 
Gain^  a  J^Jas  ;  as  one  whofe  Coyifcience  was 
feared  ;  as  a  wicked,  perjio-ed  and  an  impious 
Wretch  who  had  Children  by  a  Nun,  whom 
He  had  inveigled  from  her  C^oyJIer  to  marry 
Him  ,•  as  the  Author  of  tlie  Troubles  in  the 
Low  Countries ;  as  the  Vlagm   of  Chrijiendom^ 
and  the  Enemy  of  Human  Kind.      That  for 
thefe  Reaions  He  outlavxd  Him  ;  giving  his 
EJlate,  his  Body,  and  his  Life  to  thofe  who 
could  take  them.    That  in  order  to  deliver 
the  World  from  his  Tyranny,  He  promifed  on 
the  Word  ot  a  King,   and  as  a  Servant  of 
God,  twenty  five  thoufand  Crowns  to  any  one 
that  could  take  Him  either  alive  or  dead^ 
with  Impunity  for  whatever  Crimes  He  might 
have  committed  before^  and  to  emohle  Him 
in  Cafe  He  was  not  already  a  Gentleman.  And 
further  He  declares  all  the  Frinces  Adherents 
to  have  forfeited  their  Nohility,  Honours  and 
Ejlates,  if  in  a  Month  after  the  Publication 
of  this  Frojcription  they  did  not  leparate  thcm- 
felves  from  Hsm,  and  return    to    their  O- 
bedience. 

In  Anfwer  to  this  cruel  Profcription  which 
cameout  mjune  if 80,  the  Prince  publllhed 
a  long  Apoloqy  i.i  Decemher  following,  wrote 
with  a  great 'deal  of  Spirit  and  Eloquence, 

M  4  In 
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In  this  Piece,  after  having  fubmitted  the 
Examination  of  his  Life  and  Adions  to  the 
Stcites  General,  He  declares,  that  He  found 
Hi.nfeh'  obliged  agamft  his  natural  Inclina- 
tion and  Cuftoai,  to  difcover  fever al  Enor- 
mities which  He  had  much  rather  have  con- 
cealed; and  that  if  He  had  not  found  Him- 
felr  loaded  with  Calumnies  and  Injuries,  He 
would  have  contented  Himlelf,  fimply  to 
have  anfwered  the  Profcription,  and  have 
proved  It  unjuO.  That  his  Ener/iy  who  drew 
it,  and  the  Frince  of  Parwa  who  publiihed 
it,  not  having  been  able  to  make  an  End  of 
Him  either  by  the  Sword  or  Foifon;  were 
now  endeavouring  to  deftroy  his  Reputation 
by  their  malicious  Scandal 

^v'ith  Refpecl:  to  the  Benefits  with  which 
He  was  reproached,  He  acknowledges  to 
have  received  a  great  Deal  of  Honour  from 
the  Emperor  Chirks  V,  at  whofe  Elbow  Hq 
had  conftantly  been  for  nine  Years  together  ,• 
but  that  He  found  Himfelf  obliged  to  (ay  in 
Juftification  of  his  own  Innocence,  He  never 
had  received  any  Benefit  Irom  that  Prince, 
but  on  the  contrary  had  fuftered  very  great 
Lofles  in  his  Service 

Tiiat  He  could  net  dcjTive  him  of  the 
Succeflion  of  Rune  de  Najfau  et  de  Chlon, 
Prince  of  Orange,  whole  Coufin  German  and 
^ole  Heir  he  was,    witliout  a  manifeft  Inju- 

flicc  ; 
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nice ;  and  that  therefore  this  was  no  Favour, 
unlefs  It  may  be  termed  Liherality  to  iorbear 
taking  away  that  which  belongs  to  an- 
other. 

That  far  from  having  conferred  any  Be- 
nefits upon  Him,  the  Emperor  on  the  con- 
trary, for  the  Good  ot  his  Affairs,  being 
prened  on  one  Side  by  the  Proteftant  Princes^ 
of  Germany^  and  by  the  King  of  Frame  on  the 
other,  had,  in  Prejudice  to  Him,  given  away 
by  the  Treaty  of  Pajfau,  the  Earldom  of  Cat- 
zenellehogen  to  the  handgrave  of  Hejfe^  tho' 
It  had  been  adjudged  to  Him  by  the  Imperial 
Chamher  of  Spire^  with  above  two  Millions  of 
PLents  in  Arrear  :  And  that  the  fame  Emperor 
had  not  performed  his  Promife  of  purging 
his  Coufin  German^  Rene  de  Naffau,  in  PofT^hion 
cf  the  third  Part  of  the  batchy  of  Juliers, 
which  belonged  to  Him  in  Right  of  their 
Grandmother,  Margaret  Countejs  de  la  Mark, 
tliQ  his  Imperial  Maje/ly  was  indebted  for 
his   Succefs,  to  the  Valour  of  that  Prince, 

That  Philip  II,  had  deprived  him  of  the 
LordjUp  of  Ckatelhelin^  when  it  was  above 
tkree  hundred  and  fifty  thcufand  Livres  in  Ar- 
rears to  Him  ;  having  mofl  unjuftly  remit- 
ted the  Decifion  of  the  Caufe  to  [m  own 
Council^  at  the  very  Time  Vv'hen  it  was 
upon  the  Point  of  being  determined  by 
the   Parliament     of    Malines,     upon  which 

He 
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He  leaves  the  World  to  judge  whether  the 
King  or  He  ought  to  le  taxed  with  In- 
gratitude. 

That  He  had  expended  above /i;^  hundred 
Thoufand  Crowns  in  his  Emhajjy  to  the  EmpC' 
ror  Ferdinand^  and  when  He  was  Hoflage  in 
France  for  the  Execution  of  the  Feace  of 
Camhray\  both  of  which  Employments  He 
had  engaged  in  againfl  his  own  Inclination  ; 
and  that  during  the  Campagne  in  which  he  com- 
manded the  \\  hole  Imperial  Army,  and  had 
built  Charlemont  and  Philippeville  in  the  Face 
of  the  French  Generals^  He  had  never  re- 
ceived more  than  three  hundred  Livres  per 
Month,  which  was  not  enough  to  pay  thofe 
that  were  employed  to  fpread  his  Tents. 

That  it  had  been  cuftomary  with  his 
Fredecejfors,  to  fpend  large  Sums,  and  ex- 
pofe  their  Lives  very  freely  for  the  Service 
of  the  Hoafe  of  Aujhia.  That  his  Great 
Grand-Father  Engilhert  H  Comt  of  Najfau^ 
being  Governor  ot  the  Lcvo  Countries  for  the 
Emperor  Maximilian  I,  had  fecurcd  rhofe  Pro- 
vinces to  Him  by  the  Gain  of  a  Battle. 

That  his  Uncle  Count  Henry  of  Najfau, 
had  perfuaded  the  EUdcrs  of  the  Ernpire,  to 
prefer  the  Grandlon  of  Maxirpjiian,  Charles 
of  x4.u STRIA,  to  Francis  I,  King  oi  France^ 
and. had  put  the   Jr/tpmal  Crov:n   upon   his; 

Tlrat 
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That  Philihert  de  Ckalon,  Trhce  of  Orange^ 
had  conquered  Lomhardy^  with  the  Kingdom 
pi  Naples  for  the  Emperor;  and  by  taking 
Rome  and  Pope  Clement  VII  his  Enemy,  He 
had  crowned  Him  with  Glory  and  Gran- 
deur. 

That  the  Nephew  of  this  Philihert,  Rene 
de  NajfaUy  et  de  Chalon^  his  Coufin  German^ 
expired  at  the  Emperors  Feet,  then  at  St. 
Dijier,  after  having  repaired  the  Lofs  of  a 
Battle  by  iheConqueft  o^  G  elder  land :  And 
that  upon  the  whole,  if  thofe  of  the  Houfe 
of  Najfau  had  never  appeared  in  the  World, 
or,  if  the  Princes  of  Ora>ige  had  not  perform- 
ed fo  many  confiderable  ExpIo:t%  His  Ma- 
jefly  would  not  have  carried  fo  many  diffe- 
rent Titles  at  the  Head  of  that  infamous 
Profcription  which  declares  Him  a  Trayror, 
and  loads  Him  with  the  Imputation  o^  Crines^ 
to  which  thofe  of  his  Family  have  always 
been  Strangers. 

That  in  Requital  of  fuch  fignal  ServiceF^ 
and  fo  great  an  Expence,  there  was  not  one 
fingle  Inffance  to  be  given  of  Gratitude  in 
the  Auflrian  Family  towards  the  Princes  of 
Orange. 

That  the  Kings  of  Hungary  gave  his  Prede- 
ceiTors  feveral  Feices  of  Cannon  fjr  indelible 
Proofs  of  their  Valour  in  defending  them  a- 
gainil:  the  hfdelsj^  which  had  been  earned  ofi' 

from 


172         B  AT  AV  1  A    Part  I. 

from  his  Caflle  of  Breda ^  when  the  Duke  of 
Aha  tyrannifed  over  the  Loiv  Coumries. 

To  his  Majefffs  Reproach  of  having  mad^ 
him  Governor  of  Holland^  Zealand^  Vtrecht 
and  Burgundy,    Knight   of  the  Golden  Fleece^ 
and  Privy  Councellor ;    He  replies,   that  if 
He  owes  any  Obligation  on  thefe  Accounts, 
Ic  muft  be  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V,   who 
had  ordered  it  thus,  in  Confideration  of  his 
Services,  before  his  Departure  for  Spain*  That 
the  King  Himfelf  had  forfeited  the  Order,  by 
the  Violation  of  its  Statutes,  which  provide 
that  the  Knights  iliall  only  be  tryed  by  their 
Companions  ',    whereas  his  Majefty  had  execu- 
ted the  Earls  of  Egmont  and  Horn,  Ber- 
GUFs  and  Mqntigni,  upon  a  Verdidt  given 
againfl  Them,    by  a  Set   of   contemptible 
Wretches,  contrary  to  the  Oath  he  had  taken 
as  Knight  of  the  golden  Fleece-     That  as  to 
the  Government  of  Burgundy^  It  was  his  by 
hereditary  Rights    the  Princes  of  Chalon 
having  always  enjoyed  it  without  Competiti- 
on or  Interruption  :  And  for  his  Pod  oi  Privy 
CoHtjfellor,  He  flood  indebted  for  that  to  the 
Intrigues  and  Policy    of  Cardinal  Granvelle, 
who  hoped  by  that  Means  to  fcreen  Himfelf 
and  his  ill  Adminiflration,  under  the  Prince's 
isjame  and  Authority,  in  whom  the  People 
placed  an  exrream  Confidence. 

T© 
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To  the  Kings  Charge  of  his  having  drawn 
a  Nhh  from  her  Cloyfter  and  married  'Her  ; 
The  PriMce  replies,  that  this  is  a  popular  Ob- 
jedtion  thrown  out  on  purpofe  to  render  Him 
odious  to  the  People:    That  he   who  takes 
upon  him  to  accufe  another,  ought  to  be  in- 
nocent of  all  Blame  ;  but  that  it  was  an  /w- 
pudence  in  the  King   who    was   himfelf  co- 
vered  with    Crimes,  to  reproach  him  with 
a  Marriage  folemnized  according  to  the  Laws 
of  God.    That  when  he  efpou^ed  the  In- 
fanta of  Portugal,  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  married  to  Donna  Ifahella   Oforio,    by 
whom  he  had  three  Children :  that  he  had 
murdered  his  own  Son  for  having  fpoken  in 
Favour  of  the  Netherlands ;  and  poifoned  his 
third   Wife   Madam  Isabella,  Daughter  of 
Henry  III,  King   of  France  ;  in    whofe 
Life-time  he  had  publickly  kept  Donna  Eu^ 
fratia,  whom  he  forced  the  Prince  of  Afco/i  to 
marry  when  ihe  was  with  Child  by  himfelf, 
that  his  natural  Child  might    inherit   that 
Lord's  Efiate,    who   died   for  Grief  of  this 
Treatment,   unlefs  it  were,  fays  the  Princt, 
that  he  had  taken  down  a  Morfel  eafier  to 
fwalloiv  than  digeji' 

That  fince  this  Time  Philip  If,  had  not 
been  alliamed  to  commie  Inceft  publickly,  by- 
marry  ing  his  Neice^  Daughter  to  his  own 
i^ijler  by  the  Emperor  Maximilian,    And  if  his 

Majejly 
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Majefly  pleads  a  Difpenfation  for  this ;  It  muft 
be  then  from  the  God  of  the  Earthy  replies  the 
Prmce,  for  certainly  the  God  Oi  Heaven  would 
nevei  have  permitred  it. 

That  it  was  as  llrange  as  infupportablc 
that, one  Ibckned  with  Adulteries,  Poifonims, 
Incefts  and  ParricideSy  iliould  objedt  his  Mar- 
riage to  him  as  a  Crime,  which  had  been 
approved  by  his  Father  in  Law  Monjieur  de 
Montpenjier,  a  more  perfe£t  Catholtck  m  Re- 
ality than  the  Spaniards  were  in  Grimace. 
That  tho'  his  Princefs  had  entered  into  Vows 
in  her  Nonage^  whicli  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
greatefl  Mi-n  wa\  contrary  to  the  Camom  and 
Rites  oHhQ  Churchy  and  tho' there  had  been 
no  Frotefts  en  that  Occanon,  yet  he  was  not 
fo  ill  a  Divine  ^sto  be  ignorant  that  ail  hu- 
man Compads,  framed  and  entered  into 
merely  on  a  Prmciple  of  felUnterelf,  are  in 
Themfeivcs  void  and  null  in  the  Siglit  of 
Cod* 

To  the  Kings  Objeilion  that  he  was  a 
Strar.ger^  the  Prince  anlwers,  that  his  An- 
ceporsii^^'Q  for  feveral  .Ages  been  in  Pollef- 
fion  of  difoent  Earldoms  and  Baronies  in 
huxemlurql?^  Brahanty  Holland  and  Flanders : 
and  tiiat  thofe  are  always  cojifidered  as 
Natives  oi  a  Country,   who  h^ve  Eftaies 
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That  his  Majefly  then  was  a  Stranger 
rather  than  Himfelf,  being  born  in  Spain^ 
a  Kingdom  always  at  Enmity  with  the 
Netherlands  ;  whereas  the  Prmce  was  of 
Germany  a  Country  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  the  Provinces^  and  always  in  Friendihip 
with  Them.  But,  adds  the  Prince^  It  will 
be  faid  that  He  is  King,  and  let  Him  be 
fuch  in  Caflik^  Aragon,  and  Naples^  in  the 
Indies^  and  in  Jerufalem  ;  and  Lorrl  Q^  A- 
Jia  and  Africa,  if  he  pleafes  ,•  but  for  me,  I 
can  only  acknowledge  him  in  the  Quality  of 
Duke  and  Earl,  whofe  Power  is  limited  by 
the  Priviledges  of  the  Country,  which  he 
has  fworn  to  obferve..  And  let  his  Majefly 
and  the  Spaniards  be  informed,  if  They  arq 
yet  ignorant  of  It,  that  the  Barons  of  Bra- 
bant have  often  made  their  Princes  feel 
their  Power,  when  They  have  attempted 
to  extend  their  .Authority  beyond  its 
Lawful  and  Natural  Limits.  Tlie  Prince 
ends  this  Sefiion  of  his  Manifeftoy  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  it  was  with  a  very  ill  Grac^, 
the  King  termed  Him  a  Stranger  in  the 
Netherlands,  confidering  that  his  Anceftors 
were  Dukes  of  Gelderland,  and  poflefled  very 
•great  Efl;>»tes  in  that  Country,  whileft  his 
Myeftys  Predecefors  were  only  Counts  of 
Fdarpskirg,  living  obfcurely  in  Switzerland, 
and  unknown  to  the  World. 

The 
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The  Trtnce  affirms,  That  It  had  always 
been  rlie  Aim  of  the  Spaniards  to  fubjed: 
the  Tr evinces  of  the  Low  Countries^  and 
govern  Them  tyranically,  as  They  do  in 
the  IrJies,  and  in  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Milan. 
Which  being  very  well  known  to  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V,  he  had  told  his  Son 
Philip  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Pr/wcf  of 
Orarge^  the  o'd  Count  de  Bojfut,  and  feve- 
ral  others ;  Tliat  unlefs  he  lupprcfled  that 
Pride  of  the  Spaniards,  it  would  one  Day 
prove  the  entire  Ruin  of  the  Provinces. 
But  that  neither  the  Paternal  Authority, 
the  Profperity  of  His  People;  neither 
Juftice,  nor  the  Sandion  of  his  Oath ; 
Confide  rat  ions  that  bind  the  moll  barba- 
rous Nations,  were  of  Force  iuliicient  to 
reflrain  the  Violence  of  his  Pafiion.s,  or 
his  Defire  to  Govern  them  in  an  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  Manner. 

That  the  States  of  the  Netherlands  ha- 
ving voted  the  King  a  confiderable  Supply 
of  Money,  by  the  Help  of  which,  joy ned 
to  tlie  Courage  of  the  NohtUty,  He  had 
won  two  confiderable  Battle.'-,  whi(  h  enabled 
Him  to  maivc  the  Peace  of  Caryilray,  equal- 
ly profitable  for  Himfelf  as  diiadvantagi- 
ous  for  his  Enemies ;  his  Majejiy  could  not 
deny,  in  Point  of  Gratitude,  that  the  Prince 
hsd  been  a  principal  inftrument  in  making 

that 
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that  Peace,  having  treated  it  privately  , 
with  the  Conflahlc  de  Montmorency^  and  the 
Marfhal  de  St.  Andre  ;  after  his  Maje/iy  had 
given  Him  his  Orders  to  that  Furpofe,  and 
afTured  Him  that  He  could  never  do  Him 
a  more  important  or  a  more  acceptable 
Service  ,•  being  refolved  to  go  into  Spam  at 
all  Events. 

But  thefe  SuccefTes  fays  the  Prince,  obtain- 
ed by  the  Blood  of  the  Noh/itv,  and  Supplies 
advanced  by  the  Commcns^  inilead  of  engag- 
ing his  Majefiys  Benevolence,  were  conli- 
der ed  as  fo  many  Treafons  agamft  him ;  be-* 
caufe  the  Money  was  voted  on  Condition 
that  the  States  General  fliould  alTemble,  and 
that  It  Ihould  pafs  through  the  Hands 
of  provincial  Commi^aries^  in  Prejudice  to 
Barlaimont  and  other  State  Harpies; 
which  two  Reftridlions  the  Frince  affirms 
to  have  been  the  mighty  Crimes  that  in- 
fpired  the  King  and  the  Spaniards  witfi 
their  implacable  Hatred  for  the  Flernmings. 

Here  he  ex.ends  his  Reilediions,  and  fays, 
that  the  Afiembly  of  the  States  General 
having  been  a  certain  Check  to  the  grow- 
ing Tyranny  of  ill  Princes^  was  the  conftant 
Objedb  of  their  Hatred  ;  but  that  on  the 
Contrary,  She  had  ever  been  happy  in 
the  Love  and  Veneration  of  fuch  as  were 
the  real  Fathers    of    their  Country,    who 

N  con- 
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confidt-red  Her  as  the  trued  and  beft  Sup- 
port both  of    their   own    and  the  SubjeAs 
Hapi  Inels.      The   fecond    Point  that   gave 
Umbrage    to   the   Spaniards,    was    that   of 
demanding  provincial  Cornmijfarics  for  the  Ad- 
minifiracion  of  the  Revenue  ^  and  the  F/-/«cff 
fays,    He   had  known  Minifiers  take  more 
Plealurc  in  t!ie  Money  they  piundred  from 
the  Pubhc  than  in  the  Income  of  their  own 
Eftates;    who  to   prevent    a  Scrutiny   into 
tiieir  Condudt,  would  never  fail    to  exafpe- 
rare  the  Prince  againjl:  his  People,  and  em- 
ploy a  thou  land    Arts  to  keep  Them    af^ 
iunder,    that  They  might  continue   to  rob 
with  Impunity.    He  conclude?,  with  adur- 
iflg  the  States  Generaly    to   whom  he  more 
immediately   addrefles  his  Apology,   that  He 
had  been  prcfent  in  Debates  and  Councils, 
when  tlic  Spaniards  had  devoted  Them  all  to  a 
general  Majfacre,  agreeable  to  their  Pra6fice  in 
the  Indies,  where.  He  lays.  They  have  cut  off 
and  exterminated  thirty  Times  as  many  Peo- 
ple as  were  contsined  in  the  Netherlands. 

To  the  Kings  Charge  of  his  having  form- 
ed Intrigues  to  acquire  the  Hearts  and 
AfTecf ions  of  Thofe  that  were  fond  of  No- 
velries,  efpecia'ly  fuch  as  inclined  to  new 
Perfua lions  in  Religion',  and  to  have  been 
the  Author  of  the  Petition  againfl  the  In- 
quijiticn:    He    confeiTes  ingenuoufly  always 

to 
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to  have  been  of  the  reformed  Religion  in  his 
Heart ;  his  Fatlier,  Cocwt  Willi  am  oi  Njjfau^ 
having    introduced  It    into   iiis  Territories. 
He  afiirms  to  have  had  It  from  the  Mouth  of 
Henry   II,    when  Hoflage  at  his    Court, 
That  the  Duke  of  Alva  was  then  concert- 
ing a  Method   for   exterminating  the   Fro- 
tejiants^  not    only   in  France^  and  the    Low 
Countries,  but  throoghout  Chriltendor/i  in  ge- 
neral.   That  for  this  Purpole  they  had  deter- 
mined to  fet  up  the  pitilefs  Inquijition  in  the 
Netherlands^  whofe  Severity  was  luch,  that 
the  leaft  Contempt  of  an  Image  was  Caufe 
fuificient  to  devote  a  Man  to  the  Flames  5 
and  therefore  not  being  able   to  i^aiFer  the 
Deftru^tion    cf  fo  many  innocent  Perfons, 
He  had  taken  a  Refolution  to  exterminate 
the    Spaniards;  and  that  Iwd  he  been  well 
fcconded  in  fo  juft    and  generous  an   Un- 
dertaking, there  would  by  this  Time    have 
remained  nothing  of  Them  in   the  Nether' 
lands ^  but  their  Uones  and  Sepulchres. 

That  for  the  Petition  againft  the  hqurptian, 
obje(3:ed  to  him  as  a  Crime,  He  efteemed  it 
his  very  great  Honour  to  have  advifed  it,  as 
the  only  Means  to  prevent  thofe  infinite  Mif- 
chief-,  which  afterwards  afflifted  his  Coun- 
try. /\nd  for  the  Religious  Allemblies  of  the 
Reformed^  he  ft  ill  advifed  the  Dutchess  of 
P.iTiMA  to  permit  Them,  Things  being  infuch 
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a  Condition  that  they  could  not  be  fupprelled 
v\irhout  manifcPi;  Hazard  of  a  general  Sub- 
vcrfi  on 

Tile  Pr/nce  complains  that  the  Spaniards, 
after  doing  their  Worft,  both  againft  his  Per- 
fon  and  Eftate,   had  made  his  Eldefl  Son  a 
Frifoner,  and  carried  him  into  Spain,  in  operi 
Violation  of  the  Priviledges  of  the  Univerfity 
oi    Louvain  and    the   Country  of    Brabant : 
n/Hrming  that  fo  rigorous  and  unjuft  a  Treat- 
ment abl'nlved  him  from  his  Oath,    and   au- 
thorifed  him  to  make  Vfar  upon  his  Enemy ; 
there  being  a  reciprocal  Obhgation  or  Corn- 
pad:  between  the  Dukes  of  Brabant  and  their 
Fajflils  :  That  the  Subjefts  owe  their  Obe- 
dience to  the  Prince,  who  is  on  his  Part  ob- 
liged to  ir^aintain  their  Liberties;   the  princi- 
pal of  which  are  that  he  f^iall  not  change  the 
ConJIitidion  q{  iht  Country  by   any  particu- 
lar Ordinance;     that   he  iliaii  content  him- 
felf  with  the  ordmiry  Revenue -,   and   lay  no 
freili  Impofitions  on  the  I'eople  without  Con- 
sent of  the  States     Thar  he  Hall  not  raife 
Forces,  or  alter  the  Value  of  Money  without 
the  fam.e  Concurrence;  nor  make  any  Perfon 
a  Prifoner,  or  fend  him  out  of  the  Country,    i 
without  the  Knowledge  and  Interpo/ition  of  \ 
the   pi-oper  Magifttate-     That  agreeable  to    i 
this,  the  Lords  of  Bralant,   are  entrufled  by 
the  ConJlitHtiony  with  the  Militia  of  the  Pro- 

vince, 
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^ince^  and  are  obliged  to  protect  and  defend 
its  Priviledges  ;  which  when  they  negle£t  to 
\\     do,  They  ought  to  be  confidered  as  perja-« 
red  Wretches  and  the  Enemies  cf  their  Coun- 
,     try;    that   the  King  had  n : t  only   violated 
one,  but  all  of  thefe  Trivikcl'ies  upon  number- 
l^is  Occafions  ;    having   in  Defiance    of  all 
Right,  rob'd  him  of  hi^  E^ate^  his   Dignities 
and  his  Son^  in  Confequence  cf  whicii  His 
Highnefs  was  entirely  difengaged    from  his 
Oath,  and  at  Liberty  to  do  himielf  Juftice  by 
Arms ;  efpecially  as  the  Khfg  fliewed  no  Dif- 
pofition  to  repair  his  Faults,  but  liad  defpifed 
and  rejected  the  inierpofition  of  the  Emperor 
Maximilian,  as  well  as  the  Supplications  of 
his  Subjefts,  and  executed  th:ir  Deputies  a- 
gainlt  the  Law  o^ Nations. 

To  the  Kings  Charge  of  his  having  formed 
the  Union  o[  Utrecht  which  is  made  his 
greatefl  Crime  ;  He  obferves  that  every  thing 
that  is  falutary  or  expedient  for  the  States, 
is  difagreeable  to  the  Spaniards^  refoived  upon 
Tyranny  and  Opprellion.  The  Prime  owns 
himfelf  the  Author  of  that  Treaty,  hopes  to 
be  recognifed  as  fuch  thro'  all  Europe,  and  ex- 
horts the  States  to  the  ftricktefl:  Concord  lor 
the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberties. 

When  the  King  alledges  the  Pope's  Dif^ 

penlation   of  his  Oath,  the  Prince   reminds 

\m  Majefijy  that  the  Obligations  of  Obedience 

N  \  and 
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and  Protedion  being  reciprocal  between  him 
and  li is  Subjects,  mufl:  become  void  at  the 
lame  Time.  He  fays,  the  Duke  cf  Alva  was 
upcn  the  Point  of  hanging  the  principal  Per- 
fons  in  Brujfels^  for  oppofing  the  exorbitant 
Tax  of  the  Tenth  Penny  ;  that  he  had  actually 
given  Orders  to  prepare/ei;c;;/f^«  Cords;  that 
tiie  Dicium  of  the  Sentence  was  written ;  and 
that  tlie  Spanijh  Guards  were  upon  the  Point 
of  taking  Arms  to  maintain  the  Execution, 
when  the  happy  News  of  the  taking  of  the 
Brill  arrived  and  faved  Them  from  theG/^- 
let'  The  Prince  adds,  that  as  Hannibal 
hsd  fworn  the  Deftrudion  of  Rome  upon  the 
Altar  of  his  Gods,  fo  the  Duke  of  Alva  had 
devoted  Himfelf  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Low 
Countries,  as  Was  very  apparent  from  his  Cru- 
elties ;  and  that  it  the  Mafier  might  be  known 
by  his  Servant^  the  Kings  Defign,  and  na- 
tural fndinations  were  fufliciently  denoted 
by  the  Tyramy  of  that  mc  rcilefs  Mmifier. 

Thele  are  tiic  principal  H?ads  of  the  Prin- 
as  3IamfeJ}c^  which  I  tiu-ught  my  felf  obli- 
ged to  infert  for  the  Satisfaclicn  of  the  Rea- 
der. They  ferve  to  illu-lrate  his  Highnefs's 
Charader,  and  lliew  Us  upon  what  Grounds 
lie  Uiidertook  the  Defence  of  the  NethcrLuu/sy 
and  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Repuhlic  of  the 
Vn'ited  Provinces  againd  Philip  II.  The  Prince 
would  very  willingly  have  eng-jged  the  6Vj/^i 

to 
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to  hsve  printed  his  Declaratloa  in  their  Name ; 
i  but  io  ua  of  the  Provinces  d»  clined  Tais  both 
j  as  they  thougiii  the  Manijejfo  too  leverc,  and 
j  becaule  they  had  not  a  p.irt!cu'ar  Knowledge 
:  of  the  Crimes  laid  to  the  K'mg^  Charge  :  lb 
They    contented    themfelves    with    publifli- 
ing  a  Placart,  in   which  They  declared  the 
j   Prince    lalfely  acculed ;  that  He  had  accept- 
ed the  Government  ot  the  Trovmes  at  their 
earneft  Requcft  ;    offering  Him  a  Guard  of 
Horfe  for  the  Safety  or   his    Perlon,    and 
begging  Him  to  ccfotinue  his  G>re   lor  the 
Prote6l'ion    of    their    Lihertks ;    prcmifing 
Him  an    exad  Obedience,  and  the  utmol]: 
Deference     for    his    Orders    and   Councils, 
which    they    acknowledged    to    be    direct- 
ed  to  no  other  End  than   their    Pielcrva- 
tion- 

This  was  the  true  and  genuine  Sen fe  not 
only  of  the  States  Ccicral,  but  of  the  whole 
People  of  the  Seven  Provinces^  after  wdiich, 
We  cannot  wonder  if  the  Prme*s  Death  was 
univerfaily  regretted.  He  was  aiTafunated  at 
Delfi  on  the  8th  of  y^y/y,  1^84,  in  the 
fifty  fecond  Year  of  his  AgQ,  by  One 
Balthazar  de  Gerrard^  a  Native  ot  Fille- 
fans  in  Burgmidy,  The  Murderer  introdu- 
ced himlelt  into  the  Princes  Family  by 
means  of  certain  PaiTports,  figncd  in  Blank, 
by  Count  Ma^risjeitf  Governor  or  Luxemhurg^ 
N  4  which 
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which  the  Prmce  intended  to  make  Ufe 
of  for  his  own  Couriers^  and  by  that 
Means  manage  a  Defign  upon  the  Towns 
of  that  Province.  With  this  View  he  en- 
tertained Balthazar  in  his  Service,  and  find- 
ing Him  an  intelligent  Perfon^  the  Prince 
dilpatched  him  into  France  upon  fome  pri- 
vate Negotiations,  from  whence  he  had  re- 
turned Poft,  with  the  News  of  the  Duke  of 
Alencon  s  Death ;  and  Le  Nohle  informs 
us,  that  being  brought  to  the  Princess 
Bed-fide,  to  give  Him  the  Particulars  of 
that  Accident,  He  would  then  iiave  exe- 
cuted his  Defign,  had  He  been  provided 
with  his  Dagger.  But  fome  Days  after- 
wards, the  Prince  having  ordered  Him  to 
take  another  Journey,  Balthazar  attended  at 
the  Head  cf  the  Stair-Cafe,  under  Pre- 
tence of  receiving  his  laft  Orders  as  his 
Highnefs  came  from  Dinner,  and  having 
prelented  his  Paflport,  whilft  the  Prince 
waited  for  Pen  and  Ink  to  Sign  It,  the 
Villain  Ihot  Him  into  the  breaft  with 
three  Bullets  j  upon  which  He  fell,  and  had 
fcarce  Time'  to  invoke  the  Mercy  of  God 
before  He  expired. 

The  Ajfafin  had  taken  all  imaginable 
Precautions  for  making  his  Efcape ;  and 
in  the  extreme  Confufion  that  followed 
his  Blow,  He  had  made  off    to  the  Town 

Ditch 
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Ditch,  but  was  taken  as  He  prepared  to 
Swim  over  It.  He  was  no  more  than 
kvcn  and  Twenty,  or  as  others  fay,  two 
and  twenty  Years  old  ;  with  a  Refolution 
that  deferved  a  l^etter  Gaufe.  No  Tortures 
could  make  Him  confefs  who  had  engaged 
Him  to  commit  io  horrid  an  Adion,-  yec 
tho'  He  died  without  owning  any  Thing, 
except,  that  were  It  undone,  He  would  do 
It  again  ;  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  either 
that  he  was  immediately  infligateil  by  the 
Spaniards^  or  tempted  by  the  Reward  pro- 
mised in  the  Trofcription 

Never  was  there  fo  fmcere  cr  fo  univerfal 
a  Mourning,  as  for  William  T.  The  Peo- 
ple had  loft  their  Father^  and  the  Common' 
wealth  its  Founder  and  Support.  The 
States  General  were  inconfolable  and 
in  the  utmoft  Conilernation.  Some  pro- 
pofed  laying  hold  of  the  general  Am^ 
nefly  offered  by  the  King  of  Spain^  and  fo 
to  return  into  their  Obedience  to  that 
Crown.  But  Olden  Barneveldt,  who 
had  been  very  much  in  the  Confidence 
of  William  I,  and  had  ferved  Him  in  the 
latter  Part  of  his  Life,  with  great  Capa- 
city and  Integrity,  oppofed  this  with  a- 
bundance  of  Vigrsur,  and  equal  Succefs. 
He  rcprefented  to  Them  that  their  A  flairs 
were    not    in    fo    defpcrate    a    Condition, 

I'nat 
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That  indeed  the  RepulUc  had  loft  Her  chief 
Support  in  the  Perlbn  of  William  I,  but 
that  he  had  left  behind  Him  a  ison,  then  a 
Student  at  Leyden^  who  by  the  ftrong  and 
early  Indications  he  gave  of  a  mhle  MirJ^ 
and  a  virtuous  Difpofition^  appeared  capa- 
ble of  fupplying  his  Father's  Place. 

This  was  Prince  Maup.ice,  whofe 
Charadler  and  Actions  we  are  now  about 
to  confider. 

He  was  Son  of  William  I,  by  his  fe- 
cond  Wife,  Anne  of  Saxony,  Daughter  to 
the  Elector  of  that  Name  io  famous  for 
his  Oppofition  of  Charles  V.  Maurice 
was  but  Eighteen  at  his  Fathers  Death,-  an 
jlge  extremely  unequal  to  the  Cares  of  War 
and  Governm_ent,  but  the  Authority  and 
Perfuafion  of  Monfieur  de  Barnevddt  were 
fuperiour  to  ev^ery  Obilacle,  and  accordingly 
the  Provimes  of  Holland  and  Zealand  im- 
mediately declared  the  Priy^ce  their  Gover- 
nor, tho'  indeed,  he  did  nor  fully  enjoy  that 
Dignity,  'till  fome  Years  atterwards :  for  the 
States  General,  who  could  not  hope  to  iup- 
port  Themfelves  without  foreign  /vTifiance, 
firll  offered  thQ  Sovereignty  of  their  Country 
to  Henry  III,  King  ct  France;  who  being 
pre  lied  and  harraded  by  the  Guises  at  ihe 
Head  of  the  League,  aflifted  by  the  Courts 
®i  Madrid  and  P\.otr,e,  v^'as  in  no  Con- 
dition 
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dition    to   accept  It;    Upon    which    They 
made  the  fame  OfFer  to    Queen    Eliza- 
beth, who  refuled  it  in  her  Turn,  but  en- 
tered into  a  Treaty  by  which  flie  obliged 
herfelf  to  fend  them    the  Earl  of  Leices- 
ter to  be  their  Governour  and  Captain  General 
and  to  fupply  them  v/ith  five  thoufand  Fosty 
and  one  thoufand  Horfe,  the  Charge  of  which 
the  Suites  were  to  r^pay  to  England^  when 
they  lliould  be  fettled  in  Peace  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  her  Majefty  was  to  have  Flufh- 
ing^    Ranmiekins   and  the  Brill,  dehvered   to 
her  as  Securities  for  the  Rc-imburfement  of 
the  Money.    The    Earl   arrived  with  the 
Englijh    Forces    at    Flufhing^    in     Decemher 
1585',  and  after  having  taken   PoffeflTion  of 
the  cautionary   Towns,   went  to  the  Hague 
in   Fehruar)   following,    where   he  was  re- 
ceived   with    all     outward   Demonltrations 
of  Joy,    proclaimed  Governour  and  Captain 
General  of  the  States,    and   inverted    with 
all  the  Authority  of  the  StadtboUlerJhif)*     It 
would  be  the  Bufmefs  of  a  general  Hifflo- 
rian  to  defcribe   the  Conduft   and  Adions 
of  this  Lord,  during  his  A dminift ration   in 
the   Vnited  Provinces  ;    but  this  is  neither 
confiftent    with    my    prefent    Defign,    nor 
would    the  Task    be    agreeable.     An    Bn^ 
gliJJman  could   not    have  more  Fleafure  in 
tracing  tlie  Marks  of  ^een  EUzaktIh  G!o- 

^7. 


i88         B  A  r  AV  1  A    Part  I. 

ry,  than  Refentment  for  the  weak  Condud 
o(  her  Favourite ;  which  was  the  more  to 
be  apprehended  by  the  Reptd/k,  as  the 
great  and  fuccefsful  Duke  of  Parma  had 
now  fucceeded  lo  the  Government  of 
the  Low  Countries,  who  by  knowing  how 
to  temper  Clemency  with  Rigour,  bid  much 
fairer  than  any  of  his  PredecefTors,  to  re- 
cover the  Seven  Provinces  to  the  Spanifl)  O- 
bedience.  But  the  Earlo'i  Leicejler  having 
renounced  his  Authority,  It  was  foon  ap- 
parent, that  whatever  had  been  wanting 
in  liim,  or  whatever  the  Pubhc  had  loft  in 
William  I,  was  fufficientiy  made  up  in 
young  Prince  Maurice,  who  was  hardly 
paft  his  Childhood,  when  he  revived  the 
Fortune  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  taught 
his  Countrymen  the  Way  to  Glory  and 
Vidcry.  He  reduced  the  Spaniard,  and  re- 
venged  his  Father. 

No  fooner  was  he  inverted  with  the 
Command  of  the  Army,  than  he  began  to 
invent  new  Exercifes  for  the  Souldiers ;  new 
Machines  and  Engines  for  the  mir ;  and  to 
reform  the  relaxed  Difcipline  of  the  Troops. 
Grotius  tells  Us,  It  was  admirable  to  fee  (o 
Young  a  Man,  become  at  once  a  great 
Captain,  and  an  Inftrador  of  others 
m   the  Military   Arts,    who    Himfelf    had 

never 
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never  had  a  Mafler.  (a)  His  Endeavours 
were  ridiculed  in  the  Beginning,  by  Thofe 
who  were  afliamed  to  learn  what  they  did 
not  underftand;  but  after  the  Succefs  of 
fome  Experiments,  their  Contempt  was  turn- 
ed into  Admiration,  and  the  World  was 
obhged  to  confefs,  that  as  no  Man  excel- 
led William  T,  in  the  Arts  of  Government ; 
in  acquiring  the  Affedlions  of  the  People, 
and  laying  the  Foundation  of  a  Common- 
wealth; fo  no  Man  was  fo  proper  as 
Prince  Maurice  to  extend  and  defend  It. 
Fortune  was  fo  conflant  to  Him,  that  in 
the  Courfe  of  twenty  Years,  he  took  thir- 
ty eight  or  forty  Towns,  a  greater  Num- 
ber of  Forts,  and  beat  the  Spaniards  in 
thrQe  pitched  Battles.  Happy  had  It  been 
if  the  Glory  he  acquired  by  .4rmsy  had 
not  been  fullied  by  his  Ambition.  But  This 
unhappily  made  Him  refolve  the  Ruin  of 
Monsieur  De  Barneveldt  who  had 
been  one  of  his  Father's  mofl  intimate 
Confidents,  and  the  only  Means  of  his 
own  Support  in  the  Time  of  the  Earl  of 
Liecester.  The  Prince  had  for  a  long 
Time    loved  and  revered    this  wife    Mini- 


(a)  See  the  Annals  of  GratiaSi  Lib.  V. 

fter, 
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fler,  as  his  Benefa£lor  and  fecond  Father ;  but 
when  Monfieur  De  Barneveldt    appeared    in 
Favour    of    the   Truce    propofed    between 
the  Arch-Duke    and  the   United    Pro- 
vinces,   the  Prime,    who    conndered    the 
CelTation  of   the  War^  as  the  End  of   his 
own  Glory  and  Autliority,  could  not  help 
fnewing    his  Refentment  to   Him  upon  all 
Occafions;    and  Monfieur  Du  Maurier,    tells 
Us,  he   forgot  himlelf  fo  far,  as    to  give 
the  good  old   Man  the  Lk  ,  and  even   to 
ftrike   Him    at    a    public    Conference.  Qa) 
The  Prime  of  Qrange  employed  every  Ar- 
gument to  perl  wade  Henry  IV,  to  aban- 
don ihofe   that  propofed   the    Truce,    as    a 
Thing  entirely  contrary  to  the  Interefl  of 
his  Kingdom,    becaufe   the  Spaniards  being 
eafy  on  tlie  Side  of   the   Vniud  Provinces^ 
would  be  at  Liberty  to  turn    their  whole 
Force    againft    France :   and    in    Holland   a 
Multitude  of  Pamphlets  were  publiflied,  ac- 
cufing  BcirKeveldt  and  his  Party  of  Treafon, 
and  Intelligence  with  the  Spaniard.     But  this 
Minifler  reprefented  to  Henry  IV,  by  his 
Emhajfadors,   that  the  Commonwealth   was  lb 
drained  by  an  Expenfive  War  of  Forty  Years, 


\a)  Memoires  Du  Mauri er.    Page  293. 
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that     it   was     impoffible    to    fupport    the 
Charge  of  it  any  longer,  without  very  great 
Affiltance    from   Abroad.     That  the  State 
was  loaded  with  exceffive  Debts,  the  Inte- 
reft  of  which,    muft  be  regularly  paid  to 
Thofe  who  had  lent    their  Eftates    to   the 
Puhlky    the  greateil  Part  of    whom,    had 
no  other  Revenues.    That  the  Taxes  already 
fettled   for  the  Maintenance    of   the  IVar^ 
were   not  fufficient  to  continue  It;   yet  if 
his  Majefty  would    pleafe  to  furnilh  Them 
with    the  neceffary  Supplies,    They  would 
ftili  go  on  with  greater  Courage  than   e- 
ver.     But  tlie   King,  whofe  Cof!ers    were 
likev^ife  exhauded,    thought  it  more  eligi- 
ble to  concur  in  the  pacifick  Meafures  that 
were   propofed,    rather    than  continue   the 
If^ar  at  the  Exnence  of  four  Millions  a  Year, 
which  He  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
furnilhed  Them;  and  accordingly  the  Truce 
took  Place  under  the  Influence  of  his  Autho- 
rity, notwithllanding  the  continual  Oppofiti- 
on  of  Prince  Maurice  and  his  Dependants. 

From  this  Time  the  Prime  laid 
hold  upon  every  Occafion  to  rum  Moh" 
fieiir  De  Barmveldt^  whofe  Council  Hen- 
ry IV,  had  followed,  preferably  to  his  Ad- 
vice and  Intereft.  Yet  before  he  would 
come  to  an  Extremity,  He  endevoured 
to  make  that  great   Man  his  oi^n,  by  the 

Inter- 
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Interpofition  of  his  Mother  in  Law  the  Prin- 
cefs  Doivagero{  Orange;  but  this  not  taking 
place,  he  fet  about  to  revenge  HimfelF  by 
all  the  Methods  in  his  Power;  raifing  Mcn- 
fieur  De  BarneveUt  a  thoufand  Enemies 
whom  He  flattered  with  the  Hopes  of  mak- 
ing their  own  Fortunes  upon  the  Ruins  of 
that    Mimjler* 

But  notvvithftanding  the  ready  Difpo- 
fition  of  Prime  Maurice^  there  was  yet  no 
apparent  Guilt  in  Monfieur  De  Barneveldt 
or  his  Adherents;  and  confequently  they 
could  not  be  proceeded  againft  with  any 
Colour  of  Juftice,  But  for  Tnis,  Religion  loon 
furnifhed  a  fpecious  Pretext. 

The  Difciples  of  Gomar.  and  Arminius 
had  divided  the  Sentiments  and  Affections 
of  the  People  upon  different  Points  of  Doc- 
trine, The  Gomarifls  maintained,  agreeable 
to  the  Opinion  of  Calvin^  that  God  by  an 
eternal  Decree,  had  ordained  who  Ihould  be 
faved  and  who  llinuld  be  damned ;  and  that 
this  necellarily  influenced  and  drew  Part  of 
Mankind  into  the  Way  of  Piety  and  Salva* 
tion,  whilft  the  Reft  remained  tuned  and 
funk  in  the  Multitude  of  Vices  common  to 
humane  Nature. 

The  Arminians  fa  id  on  the  contrary  that 
God  who  was  a  juft  Judge,  and  a  moft 
indulgent  Father,  made  this  DifTerence  be- 
tween 
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tween  Sinners,   that  fuch  who  repented  oF 

i  their  Faults  fliould   obtain   Niercy  and  Life 

!  everlafting,    Vv'hilil  thofe  that  remained  im- 

:  penitent  and  obftinate  ihould  be   puniihed. 

That  God    wiihed  all  Men   to  enter  into 

the  Way  of  Salvation,  and  had  given  them 

excellent    Precepts    to    tiiat    Purpofe  ;'   but 

that  neither   religious  Men  nor  Sinners  were 

compelled  by  any  Neceility  ;   and   that  the 

Fate  of  every  one  depended  on  his  own  free 

Will. 

Thefe  Opinions  divided  the  State,  and  were 
very  warmly  contelled.  'Twas  frecjuent  to 
hear  Dodlrines  condemned  in  the  Afternoon 
from  the  fame  Pulpit  where  they  had  been 
taught  and  recommended  in  the  Morninfy. 
Sometimes  the  People  had  come  to  blows 
in  Defence  of  their  Preachers.  Murders  h'^d 
been  committed,  and  Tunuilts  were  groun 
frequent  in  all  the  great  Towns  of  the  Pro- 
vinces. 

The  States  General  had  met  feveral 
Times  in  order  to  redrefs  thefe  Difordersj 
and  amongfl  the  feveral  Expedients  propo- 
fed  in  their  AiTembly,  Monjieur  De  Barne- 
ueldt  was  of  Opinion,  that  the  Profejfors 
of  Drjinity,  and  Miniflers  fhould  be  forbid 
to  make  any  Mention  of  the  Points  of  Grace 
or  Tredeftination^  either  in  the  Univerfities 
or  Churches;  and  that  in  the  fame  manner 
O  aii 
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all  Prhters  fliould  Ic  reftrained  from 
pubiifliing  Books  relating  to  either  of  thofe 
Dc6lrines.  He  faid  that  Men  ought  mutually 
to  bear  with  each  other,  and  not  feperate 
thcmfelvec^  and  form  different  Aflemblies  and 
Communions  to  the  Scandal  of  the  Church, 
That  thefe  Dodrines  were  in  themfcl/es  fo 
fuhtile^  and  fo  much  above  the  Reach  and 
L'nderftanding  oFthe  People,  that  the  Coun- 
try would  not  fail  to  recover  its  ufual  Tran- 
c  uUity  as  foon  as  the  Difputes  concerning 
tliem  Hiould  be  filenced.  That  there  would 
ilill  lemain  a  very  ample  Field  to  the  Mi- 
niflers^  either  for  the  Confolation  or  fnflruc- 
tion  of  their  Hearers,  by  exhorting  them 
to  praftice  the  Commandments  ot  God, 
and  the  Virtues  of  Chrijiianity  ;  and  by  eX'. 
plaining  the  Text  of  the  OIJ  and  New  Tefta- 
nrent^  which  hid  no  other  Tendency  than 
to  in fpire  Mankind  with  Sentiments  ot  Peace 
and  Charity.  Laftly  He  added^  that  the 
Dodrine  of  Tredejumtion  was  fo  very  obfcure 
and  difficult  that  the  greatefh  Divines  were 
iofl  in  it. 

But  ?rme  Maurice,  and  thofe  of  his  Fac- 
tion, who  were  glad  of  the  leaft  Pretence  to 
ruin  Monfieur  De  Barneveldt,  oppofed  his  Sen- 
timents with  a  great  deal  of  Warmth,  and 
took  this  Cccahon  to  enforce  their  former 
Infinuaticn^,    that  he  held  a  Correlpondence 

with 
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with  the  Spaniards,  and  had  a  mind  to  intro- 
duce the  Roman  Catholick  Religion^  which  was 
alone  capable  of  deftroying  the  RepuhUc. 
Pamphlets  were  publilhed,  charging  Him 
plainly  with  being  a  Penjioner  to  Spaw^  and 
of  having  formed  the  deieilable  Defign  of 
leducing  his  Country  lo  its  former  Sla- 
very. 

MonfieuY  De  Barneveldt  on  his  Part,  pub- 
liihed  a  long  Apology.,  in  wiiich  he  anfvvered 
the  Calumnies  thrown  upon  Him,  by  repre- 
fenting  the  many  Services  He  had  peribr- 
med  tor  the  Public  But  the  other  Party 
made  the  Majority,  and  were  fupporied  by 
Prince  Maurice,  who  had  the  Army  at  his 
Difpofal,  and  was  adored  by  the  Multitude, 
who  could  not  be  induced  to  believe  He  in- 
tended Them  any  Injury,  after  having  taken 
infinite  Pains  for  a  long  Series  of  Years,  and 
run  the  mod  imminent  Hazards  for  their 
Safety  and    Defence. 

In  vain  diSMm/ieur  De  Barneveldt  compiain 
to  his  natural  and  only  Sovereigns  the  States 
of  Holland  and  West  Frizeand  ;  and 
in  vain  did  Thefe  take  Him  under  their  Pro- 
tedion.  The  Prince  was  deaf  to  Priviled- 
ges  that  oppofed  his  Defigns,  and  refolved 
to  make  his  own  Power,  which  he  cunningly 
mafqued  under  the  Name  ot  the  States  ge- 
neral, fuperior  to  that  of  the  particular  Pro- 
vinces, 

O  2  .Agreeable 
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/\g!ecableto  This,  Mofif.eur  De  BarnevsUt 
was  arrefted  by  an  extraordinary  Order  in 
tfic  Name  of  the  States  Getjeral,  Signed 
('Hiy  by  eight  Members  of  that  AfTembly, 
ail  of  them  Dependants  and  Creatures  of 
Tr/me' Maurice.  Three  of  his  Friends  were 
leized  at  the  fame  Time,  and  committed  to 
dilTerentPrifons;  Monsieur  Hogerbeis  Pen- 
JKnary  of  Ley^en,  a  Man  of  known  C  apacity 
'Cc:\d  Integrity;  Monsieur  Ley  denherg  6'^'- 
cretary  to  tile  Prcv'wcial  States  of  Vtredty 
and  the  great  Hugo  Grotius  Tenfionary  of 
Rotterdam.  They  were  accufed  of  enormous 
Crimcb  againft  the  State^  and  amongfl  the 
Reft,  of  having  formed  a  Def.gn  to  plunge 
the  Country  in  Blood,  and  deliver  It  up  to 
the  Spaniard,  This  heavy  Charge  was  po- 
fted  up  at  every  Corner,  in  order  to  render 
them  odious  to  the  People  ;  Cut  their  real 
Crime  was  that  of  having  oppofed  the  am- 
bitious Defjgns  of  Prime  Maurice^  who  a 
little  before  their  Detention,  had  entirely- 
broke  thro'  the  Conftitution  of  the  Repuh^ 
lie,  by  arbitrarily  changing  the  Magillrates 
of  feverai  Places  in  Holland,  as  well  as  in 
tlie  Citj  of  Vtrechtt  where  He  Ukev^^ife  dif- 
banded  the  Garrifon  newly  raifed  and  main- 
tained by  tliat  Town^  agreeable  to  her  Pri- 
viledges.  This  he  did  in  the  Name  of  the 
States  general  .'^s  Confervators  of  the  Repuh- 

licy 
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licj  which  was  no  more  than  a  Veil  art- 
fully drawn,  to  hide  the  Truth  of  his  De- 
figns  from  the  Populace  at  Home,  and  the 
l^etgbhotiring  Princes  abroad  ;  who  reing 
ignorant  of  the  Confticution,  might  faiily 
imagine  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Seven  Pro^ 
v'mces  to  be  lodged  in  that  AHembly. 

Whilft  the  above-mentioned  Gentlemen 
were  in  Prifon,  the  Prince  and  his  Party  con- 
vened a  General  Synod  at  Dort,  which 
they  termed  national^  as  if  the  Seven  Provinces 
made  but  one  People,  in  Prejudice  to  their 
diftind'  Liberties,  which  rcferve  to  each  of 
them  the  Right  of  regulating  Religion  with* 
in  their  re(pe6tive  Di(lri£ts. 

Till*  Affembly  to  outward  Appearance  was 
extremly  folemn.  Befides  the  Members  of  the 
feveral  Provinces,  It  confifted  of  Deputies 
from  our  King  James  I,  from  the  Electok 
Palatine,  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  ths 
proteilant  Cantons  of  Switzerland  and 
the  Towns  of  Geneva,  Bremen  and  Eme-* 
den. 

But  it  was  foon  evident  from  the  Con-? 
duct  of  thefe  D'lvmst  that  they  met  to- 
gether to  condemn  their  Opponents  rather 
tli-sn  refute  Them;  and  accordingly  the 
Doctrines  of  Arminius  were  declared  hereti- 
cal and /can  dalous  J  tending  to  introduce  Pope^ 
ry  i^iotliQV fitted  Provinces;  and  in  Conle-. 
O  3  quence 
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quence  of  this  all  Thofe  Divines  who  were 
either  known  ro  be  Arminians^  or  fufpeited 
for  fach,  were  fulpended  from  officiating  in 
their  Functions,  banifhed  the  Vmted  f'rovin- 
cesy  and  forbid  to  return  under  fevere  Pe- 
nalties. 

The  Decifions  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  may 
juftly  be  faid  to  have  fixed  the    Fate  of  Mon- 
[feur  De  Bameveldt  -,    who  was  now  brought 
to  his  Tiyal  and  condemned  to  Death  on  the 
12th  oiMay,  161 9,  by  a  Set  of  CommifTio- 
ncrs  chofen  in  ReaUty  by  the  Frince  of  Orange^ 
tho'  nominated  by    the   States   General^    in 
manifeft  Violation  of  the  Rights  and  Privi- 
ledges  of  the  Provincial  States  of  Holland^  his 
natural  and  lawful  Judges.     And  to  prevent 
the  Complaints  of  that  AlTembly,  who  fome 
time  before,   by  an  authentic  Refolution  of 
State^  had  taken  Monjieur  De  Barneveldt  into 
thtir  Protection  ;  the  Prince^  by  another  In- 
fult  on  their  Priviledges,  removed  feveral    cf 
their  Members,    and  fubiiituted  others   in 
their  Room,    that  were  entirely  devoted  to 
Him. 

In  Purfuance  of  this  Sentence,  Monfieur  De 
Barneveldt  was  beheaded  at  the  Hague^  in 
the  y^th  Year  of  his  Age,  after  having 
long  !erved  the  State  with  great  Abihiies, 
and  been  the  principal  Means  q^  Prince  Mau^ 
rice's  early  Elevation. 
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It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  thro'  all  this 
Scene  ("f  Violence  and  Injuftice,  the  FriNce 
afted  by  CaisAR's  Maxim,  (j)  with  a 
View  to  make  Himielf  Sovereign  of  his 
Country.  But  becaufe  he  did  not  execute 
This  when  ft  was  in  his  Power,  alter 
having  deftroyeJ  Monfieur  De  BameveUt 
and  his  Adherents,  the  Friends  of  tlie 
Hcufi  of  Orange  took  Occafion  to  deny 
that  It  had  ever  been  his  Intention ;  in 
Hopes  no  doubt  to  obviate  the  general 
Odium  which  the  Avowal  of  fuch  a  De- 
fign  would  caft  upon  his  Memory.  But 
the  Princes  Adions  were  of  too  flrong  a 
Dye  to  admit  fo  favourable  an  Interpre- 
tation. The  truth  is,  that  after  Monfieur 
De  Barneveldis  Death,  His  Highnefs  met 
with  mxore  Obftacles  to  his  Defign  than 
he  had  forefeen.  Even  thofe  who  had  af- 
frRed  to  bring  on  the  Fate  of  that  Mini- 
Her,  were  upon  the  whole,  as  much  averfe 
to  the  Lofs  of  their  Liberty,  as  the  De- 
cealed. 

And  on  the  other  Hand,  The  Prme  faw 
but  too   vifibly,    that  by  the  Death,    Ini- 


(aj  Si  violandum    eft   Jus,  Rcgni   Grada   violandum 
eft ;    Id  CiEceris  Rebus  Fidem  &  Pktatem  colas 

Eurzp  : 
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BATAVIA      Parti. 

prifcmoeiit,  and  Exile  of  fo  many  Penons, 
who  were  well  allied,    and  had  ferved  the 
State   wiih   Fidelity  and    Honour,    He  had 
entirely  loft  the  AffeO:ions  of  the  Feople.    In 
proportion,    as  his  real   Defigns  came  to  be 
difccvered,    the  Odium  that  had  been  artful- 
ly raifed  againft  Monfieur  De  Barnevehlt  was 
changed   into    Pity:    and   the  Prince^    who 
was    fonfidered    as   the  Author  of  all  the 
Injuftice  that  had   been    done  Him,    from 
being  the    Darling  of   the  Public,    became 
its  Averfion. 

Such  uas  the  State  of  Dome  [Ik  Affairs 
in  the  Vnited  Provmes ;  and  the  Situa- 
tion of  Things  abroad  was  (till  more 
averfe  to  the  Princes  Undertaking.  The 
Elector  Palatine,  upon  whom  He  had 
a  very  great  Dependance,  was  fo  entirely 
reduced  by  the  Battle  of  Prague,  that 
inllead  of  being  in  a  Condition,  to  a/Tift 
Prwce  Maurice  upon  any  Extremity,  He  was 
forced  to  be  obliged  to  Him  for  Part 
of  his  own  Subfiftance.  And  on  the  other 
Hand,  the  Emperor,  Ferdinand  II,  was 
become  fo  abfolute  over  the  Princes  and 
J^ree  Towns  of  the  Empire^  that  the 
Prince  loft  all  Hopes  of  the  leaft  Aflift- 
^nce  from  Germany, 

Chag. 
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Chagrined     with   thefe     Difapointmcnts, 
and  penetrated,  It  may  be,  with  Remorfe, 
for  his   injuilice    to  Monjieur  De  Barneveldtj 
Prince  Maurice,    from   being    fat,    ro- 
bufr,  and :  indefatigable  ,♦  became   lean,  lan- 
guiOi'd  and  died  m   the   Beginning  of  the 
Year  162,^.     Breda    was    ac   that    Time 
beficged    by    the    famous    Spinola.    The 
Frince  had  taken  It  by  Surprize   from  the 
Spaniards^  thirty  four  Years   before,    when 
He  was  yet    young    in   the  Command  of 
the   Army  ;     and  it  being   a  City    of   his 
own   Patrmony,   a  Report  was  fpread   that 
He  died   of    Grief,    for  not  being  able  to 
relieve  It ;    but  Others,    with  more  Proba- 
bility,   afcribed  His  Death  to  the  Difquiet 
and  Chagrin    be  had    conceived  upon    the 
ill    Succefs    of  the  Schemes  He  had  form- 
ed   to     acquire    the     Sovereignty    of    His 
Country. 

Prince  Frederic  Henry,  Son  of 
William  I,  by  his  fourth  Wile  Lou'ifa  de 
Colligiii  Daughter  of  the  great  Admiral  of 
that  Name,  fuc:eeded  Prince  Maurice,  in 
all  his  Commands,  and  Authority  in  the 
Vnited  Provinces,  This  Prime  had  given 
Marks  of  an  early  Bravery  in  his  Bro- 
ther's Life  Time,  under  whom  He  learned 
the  Art  of  War  ;  and  continued  to  Com- 
piand   the  ForcevS    cf    the    States     General 

afier 
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after  his  Death,  with  great  Capacity  and 
Courage. 

To  give  an  Account  of  his  Actions 
would  be  to  write  the  Hidory  of  the 
Repuhlic^  and  a  Journal  of  the  War^  in 
wliich  he  was  fo  extreamly  fortunate,  that 
by  a  long  and  conftant  Series  of  Succefs,  He 
at  laft  reduced  the  Spaniards  to  the  Necef- 
fity  of  making  the  Peace  of  Munster, 
by  which  they  renounced  all  Right  and 
Title  to  the  Vnited  Froninces^  and  by  treat- 
ing the  States  General  as  free  and 
ablolute  Sovereigns,  jealed^  if  I  may  fo 
Ipeak,  the  Liberty  of  the  RepMc 

The  Princes  of  Orange  firfl  received 
the  Title  of  Highnefs  trom  Cardinal 
RicHLiEu,  who  after  his  Defign  upon  the 
Trincipality  of  Orange  had  failed,  omitted 
nothing  that  might  flatter  Prince  Frederic 
Henry;  being  under  a  Neceffity  of  preferv- 
ing  the  Friendfliip  and  Alliance  of  the 
Seven  Provinces^  the  better  to  effeduaie 
the  ambitious  Projedi  He  had  formed  for 
aggrandifing  the  French  Monarchy. 

Fredeslic  Henry  died  in  March  1647, 
after  having  been  fome  Time  i!l  of  a 
Dropfy  and  other  Diftempers,  which  lef- 
icaed  Iiii  Capacity  and  imbittercd  his 
Temper. 

The 
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The  Good  of  the  Commonwealth  was  the 
ObjedV  of  this  Princes  Actions,  thrcugh 
the  whole  Courle  of  his  Adminiftration. 
He  endeavoured,  with  abundance  of  Care, 
to  reconcile  contending  Parties,  and  in  the 
midfl  of  foreign  War^  to  prelerve  the  ^o- 
meftk  Peace  of  his  Country.  To  this  Pur- 
pofe  He  always  chofc  to  employ  Methods 
of  Lenity  and  Moderation  rather  than  thofe 
of  Authority  ;  nor  can  the  utmoft  Malice 
reproach  Him  with  any  Attempt  either 
fecret  or  open,  againil  the  Liberty  of  the 
Republic,  {a^ 

William  If,  only  Son  of  Prince  FreJe- 
ric  Henry^  had  in  his  Fathers  Life-Time, 
been  inverted  by  the  States  of  Holland  with 
the  Reverfion  of  the  StadthoUf'rJhp  ;  yet, 
tho'  they  were  fitting  when  Frederic  Henry 
died,  they  declined  for  fome  time  to  inifall 
the  young  Prince  in  that  Dignity,  to  lliew 
that  the  Government  was  not  Hereditary, 
but  depended  on  the  Donation  of  the  States. 
At  lafl:  however  he  was  fully  iaveiled  with 
all  tlie  Honours  and  Authority  of  his  An- 
ceftors.  This  Prince  had  married  the  Pi^in- 
cEss    Royal    of  England,    Daughter   to 
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KiXG  Charles  I.  He  inherited  the  Policy 
of  his  Grandfather,  with  all  the  Courage 
and  Ambition  of  his  Uncle  Maurice^  and 
traverled  the  Peace  of  Munfier  with  the  fame 
Vigour,  and  the  fame  Views,  that  the  latter 
had  oppofed  the  Truce  cf  1 609.  But  not 
having  been  able  to  prevent  the  Conclufion  of 
that  Treaty,  He  fet  about  to  make  Himfelf 
abfolute  at  Home,  and  would  effectuate 
in  the  Beginning  of  his  Adminiftration,  that 
which  his  Vncle  had  failed  to  do  at  the 
End  of  Ins  Life,  when  his  Authority  and 
Power  vvere  augmented  and  flrengthened  by 
a  long   Series  of  Vidory  and   Succefs. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  young  Prince 
had  an  Occailon  to  exert  Himfeif 

The  Treaty  of  Munster  having  fettled 
t'.ie  Peace  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Provinces;  the  States  general  ^"^^Xxtdi  them- 
fclves  very  induftrioufly  to   the  Regulation 
of   their  Revenues.     The  Province  of  HoU 
land,  in  particular,  was  eanieft  to  leflen  the 
public  Expence  ,•    and  in  this  View  propofed 
amongil   other   Things,    that  Part    of    the 
^rwj^^ihould  be  immediately  disbanded.  But 
f  he  Prince  of  Orange^  leconded  by  the  States 
general,  and  the  Council  cf  State  reprelented, 
that  the   Peace    not    being    yet  made    be- 
tween France  and  Spain  ;  and  thofe  Crowns 
Jjaving  their  Artnies  at  the  Gates  of  the  Re- 

puhlk^ 
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puhik^  It  would  be  prudent  to  defer  for  fome 
time  disbanding  the  Army  till  Things  fhould 
be  better  iettled.  The  Quality  and  Number 
of  thole  Forces  that  were  to  be  reformed 
furniflied  another  Subjedt  of  Debate-  The 
Province  of  Holland  was  for  preferving  the 
mticnal  Troops,  and  disbanding  the  Stran- 
gers. The  Prince  en  the  contrary  faid  It 
was  not  equitable  to  turn  away  thofe  who  had 
fo  well  fignalized  Themfelves  for  their  Fideli- 
ty and  Valour,  in  Defence  of  the  Commonwealth; 
and  demanded  that  the  Reform  fhould  fall 
in  an  equal  Proportion  between  the  national 
Troops  and  the  Strangers*  Thefe  foreign  Forces 
conlilled  of  live  Englifh  Regiments  of  Foot, 
five  French,  three  Scotch,  three  German,  and 
fifteen  Flewifh,  which  laft  the  Province  of 
Holland  inclined  to  referve,  and  to  disband 
almoft  all  the  Reft,  who  had  ferved  with 
Honour,  even  from  the  Infancy  of  the  RepMc, 
With  Regard  to  the  Number  that  was  to 
be  cafliiered,  Holland  propofed  to  reduce 
the  Army  to  twenty  five  tboufand  [even  hun- 
dred Foot,  and  two  thonfand  /even  hun- 
dred Horse  ;  whereas  the  States  Gene- 
ral deiired  to  referve  three  thoufand  Horse, 
iviih  twenty  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  Foot-  (ci) 


ia)  Voyez  (es  Annales  des  Provinces  unies  par  Monfieur. 
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The  Diiferencc  \yas  trifling,  and  could  never 
have  produced  a  Rupture,  had  not  their 
Minds  been  already  too  well  difpofcd  for  it. 

But  Holland  which  paid  annually  to  the 
Amount  of  at  lead  ohs  MiliiGn  eight  hm- 
dred  thoufand  Florins  more  tiian  her  Re- 
venues amounted  to,  was  not  only  obftiiaate 
as  to  the  Number  of  Troops  to  be  retained, 
but  infided  alfo  that  the  Reft  lliould  be  im- 
mediately caihiered;  and  accordingly  the 
States  of  that  Province,  without  obferving 
the  ufual  Formalities,  or  having  any  Re- 
gard to  the  Oppofitlon  of  the  Prince  of  0- 
range,  and  the  Council  of  State,  fent  Orders 
to  the  feveral  Captains  o^thQvc  Dependence, 
to  disband  their  Companies  upon  Pain  of 
not  being  paid  upon  the  old  Eftablifhmenr, 
longer  than  the  2Qth  of  July  of  the  lame 
Year.  (.7) 

This  occafioned  a  general  Difcontent. 
The  OiScers  complained  to  the  i  rincc, 
to  the  Council  of  State,  and  the  .  States 
General,  Their  High  Mightinesses, after 
debating  the  Point ;  were  of  Opinion  that 
the  Province  of  Holland  had  broke  the 
Union  of  Utrecht  ;  fince  the  Troops 
having    been    raifed    for    the  general   De- 


(tf)  This  was   1650. 
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fence  of  the  Provinces,  ought  not  to  be 
disbanded  without  the  fame  Concurrence; 
and  concluded,  by  a  Majority  of  Votes, 
to  defire  the  Frcvimial  Council  of  State  to 
aflemble  the  fame  Day,  in  order  to  re- 
voke the  Orders  of  the  States  of  Holland, 
and  give  new  ones  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Troops  as  ufual,  'till  the  Manner  of 
Disbanding  them  fhould  be  regulated  by 
the  Common  Confent.  But  the  Council 
had  no  Power  to  (upercede  the  Orders  of 
the  States  of  Holland;  wherefore  She  pro- 
pofed  to  convene  that  AfferMy,  that 
They  might  debate  a  fecond  Time  up- 
on a  Point  which  was  become  much 
more  important  than  was  at  firfl;  ima- 
gined. 

The  States  of  Holland  refolved  to 
maintain  their  firft  Refolution,  and  repeat- 
ed their  Orders  for  the  execution  of  It. 
The  Governors  of  the  Frontier  towns,  were 
ccm.manded  on  the  Contrary  to  obey  the 
States  General. 

Thus  Diflention  was  introduced  between 
tlie  Provinces  J  which  gave  the  Prince  an  Op- 
portunity of  executing  the  Projeds  He  had 
Ibrmed  againft  their  common   Liberty. 

The  Council  of  State  with  the  Prince 
of  Orange  as  its  Head,  accompanied  by 
the  Count  of  Nassau,  Governor  of  Frize- 

Undy 


2o8         B  A  T  AV  1  A     Part  I. 

land,  went  in  a  Body  to  the  AOembly  of 
the  States  General^  and  befought  thesr  High 
MIGHTINESSES  to  torbid  the  disbanding  the 
Army,  in  Confequence  of  the  Orders  given 
by  Holland;  and  that  they  would  pleale  to 
fend  a  Dsputathn  to  the  particular  Towns  of 
liiat  Province,  to  engage  Them  to  change 
their  RefolutiDn.  Befides  this,  the  Prince 
dcfired  that  he  might  he  authorifed  to  give 
the  necejjary  Orders  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Union,  and  to  oppofe  whatever  might  he 
undertaken  to  dijlurh  and  invade  It :  declar- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  put 
Himfeif  at  the  Head  of  the  Deputation^  and 
make  the  Tour  of  Holland^  if  their  high  Migh- 
t/neffes  confented  to  It. 

The  States  General^  notwithftanding  the 
Oppofition  Of  Hdland^  fell  into  every  thing 
the  TrvKe  defired.  The  Deputation  was  vo- 
ted ;  His  Highnefs  was  defired  to  appear 
at  the  Head  of  It,  and  au^iorifed  at  the 
fame  Time  to  give  the  neceflary  Orders 
for  the  Pref^rvation  of  the  Vnion.  This  in 
Efi*e6t  was  creating  a  Dictator  ;  for  the 
Refolution  was  couched  in  fuch  Terms  as 
giwe  the  Vrince  Hoom  to  judiFy  whatever 
He  mighr  think  proper  to  undertake. 

His  Highnefs  and  the  Members  of  the 
States  General  fet  out.  Their  firft  Vifit  was 
to  Djrt,    the  moft  antient  Town  of  the 

Province 
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Trovince  of  Holland.     The  Magiftrates  giie 
them  Audience  out  of  Refpect  to  the  Prmce^ 
rcferv^ng  t'le  Right  of  Sovereignty  to  the  Fro- 
vinjial  Stale?^  and   ^reeiora  of  voting  ia  the 
pSenate^     Mvi^fieur    Aertshergue  fpoke   for  tiie 
Deputation,    He  reprefenre.l    the    dangerous 
Tendencies  of  the  Ccndud  of  HollarJ^  both 
sgainft  the  Vnion  of  Vtrecht^  and  the  ella- 
bluhed    Religinn^   for  the  De^er):e   of  which 
William  1,  h-'d  engaged  the  People  to  take 
Axms.     He  expatiated    upon    the    Autho- 
rity of  the  Council  of  Stuie^  to   whom   the 
Power  of  raifing  and  dishiinding  the   Forces 
had  been  entrulled;  and  enlarged  upon  the 
feverai  PropOiidons  of  Accommodation  which 
liad  been  in  vain  propofed  v/ith  refpec^l  to 
disbanding  the  Army,     He  faid  that  if  Hol- 
land was  soadcd  witii  Debts  and  Taxes,  the 
odier  Provinces  had  the  fame  Cauies  of  Com- 
plaint, or  rather  that  they  had  none  of  them 
juft  Reafon  to  complain  of  That  which  was 
the  unavoidable  Confequence  of  a  long  War* 
He  infmuateJ  to  the  Magijlrates  thac  they 
had  given  their  Deputies  inftrucfions  to  op- 
pofe  the    Reform   of  tiie  Troops,  notwith- 
{landing  which  they  had   coniented  to    It  | 
and  laftly,  he  extolled  the  Excellence  of  the 
prelent  Expedient  for  terminating  the  Mif-* 
underffcandings  that   had  liapned,  for  which 
he  faid,  there  could  not  be  a  nure  proper 
P  Remedy 
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Remedy  than  this  Deputatiofty  with  the  Prime 
of  Orange   at  its  Head. 

To  this  ftrenuous  Difcouife  the  M.igij}rates 
ariiwered  fimply,  that  They  would  give  their 
Opinion  in  the  AlTembJy  of  the  provincial 
States^  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fliould  be  moil 
confiftent  with  the  puhlic  Good  The  World 
was  equally  furprized  with  the  Modefly  of 
this  Reply,  and  the  YvAoXtfiC^o^  Aenslergue', 
\\  ho  not  only  demanded  a  more  categorical 
Anfwer,  but  that  the  Magiflrates  fiiould  con- 
fefs  to  have  violated  the  Vnion^  and  deferved 
corporal  Tmijhnienf,  He  concluded  with  threat- 
ning  to  employ  or  her  Methods  than  thofe  of 
remondrating  •  and  behaved  fo  haughtily 
that  He  would  have  run  a  very  great  Rifque 
had  He  not  been  protected  by  the  Prime's 
Prefence,  backed  by  a  g^eat  Number  of 
OiTicers  that  attended  Him.  The  Magi- 
flrates exprefled  their  Indignation  at  this 
Treatment,  acquainted  the  Provincial  States 
with  the  infulring  Menaces  that  had  been 
thrown  out  againft  Them,  and  refolved  u- 
nanimoufly  to  refufe  all  Conference  with  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  Deputies  of  the 
States  general* 

The  Deputation  was  better  received  in 
fome  other  Towns  of  the  Province  ;  But 
the  Regents  of  Amsterdam,  fent  two 
Ear  gem  afters  as   far  as  Tergow  to  defire  the 
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Prince  to  ftop  Ins  Journey,  becaufe  They 
could  not  aciinit  his  Higjmefs^  and  thofe 
that  attended  Hun  to  an  Audience  in  the 
Senate  :  And  finding  that  the  Prince  kept 
on  his  Way,  They  lent  a  third  Burgomafi^r^ 
with  the  Prefident  Schepen,  and  Tovvn  Se- 
cretary ;  3S  far  as  Edaniy  to  acquaint  his 
Hizj  lefs  that  if  He  came  as  Governor  of 
their  pr^Lv/tfcf,  He  ni:uld  be  received  with 
all  the  Honours  due  to  hi>  Birth  and 
^udity  ;  but  that  They  could  not  receive 
Him  as  a  Deputv  of  the  State's  Ge/jeraL  be- 
caufe  that  Deputation  might  I  e  otie-ded 
with  dangerous  Confequences.  They  fpoke 
the  iame  Language  when  his  Highrtefs  ar- 
rived in  their  City. 

The  Regents  of  Harlem  and  Delft 
imitated  thofe  cf  Amperdafn.  llie  Towns 
or  NoRT'-i  Holland  were  more  compfai- 
fanr,  with  Exception  to  Hor^t  and  Medem^ 
hlick.  The  Latter  fent  to  tell  the  Prir^ce  the 
Roads  were  had,  and  that  the  Ton  n  was  too 
fmaJl  to  accommodate  his  HK^Jmefs  and  fo 
numerous  a  Deputation,  in  a  Manner  fnitahle 
to  their  ^ality. 

The  Prince  returned  to  the  Hague;  2nd 
Monfieur  Aertshergue  made  his  Report  to  the 
State'i  General^  complaining  of  the  little  He- 
fpe£b  that  had  been  ihcwn  to  their  High  Migh^ 
tinejfe\    Deputies.     He   faid,  he  had  found 

P  i  the 


212       B  A  T  A  V  r  A     Parti. 

the  Towns  of  F7olIarJ  divided  into  four 
different  Opinions.  Some  profefled  tliem- 
fcives  inviolably  attached  to  th^Vmon;  O- 
rhers  were  lukewarm :  The  Ti:ir^  did  not 
explain  themfelves  upon  that  SuhjeH :  And 
the  Red  refufed  to  give  the  Deputies  Au- 
dience. The  Prince  only  added,  that  He 
had  not  met  with  all  the  Refpedl  that 
was  due  to  his  Pcrfon  ;  but  feme  Days 
afterwards,  his  Higkwefs  was  mucli  louder 
in  his  Complaints  to  the  Provincial  States 
of  Holland^  and  printed  his  Speech,  that 
it  might  have  the  greater  ElTe£l:  on  the 
Clergy  and  Common  People^  who  were  intire- 
ly  devoted  to  Him.  The  States  of  Holland 
on  their  Part  publiflied  a  Manifrfto  in  which 
They  indevoured  to  juftify  their  Condud, 
and  fent  It  to  the  States  of  the  other  fix 
Provinces. 

A  Difpute  concerning  a  Right  of  Jurif- 
didion  redoubled  the  Animofiry  o[  the  fe- 
veral  Parties. 

Admiral  de  ^Ht,  who  Commanded  a 
Squadron  of  Dutch  Men  of  War,  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Brazils  againfi  Portugal, 
left  that  Coaft,  and  returned  to  Holland 
without     Orders,  {a)      The     Prince     of 
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Orange,  as  Lor^l  High  Admiral^  put  Him 
under  Arreft,  and  the  States  Getter al  fent 
their  Commands  at  the  fame  Time  to  the 
Admiralty  of  Amflerdam,  to  confine  the  fe- 
veral  Captains  that  had  followed  De  Wit's 
Flag, 

This  produced  a  Difpute  of  Jurifdi£lion. 
The  States  of  Holland,  faid  It  was 
an  Infringement  of  their  Sovereignty^  to  im- 
prifon  Perfons  in  that  Mmncr,  within  the 
Territory  of  their  Province^  who  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  Courfe  of  ordinary  Juftice. 

But  the  States  General  juftified  their 
Condud  by  the  Example  of  certain  Captains 
who  had  lerved  under  Admiral  Pater,  and 
were  made  Prifoners  by  the  Admiralty  of 
Amflerdam,  at  their  Return ;  as  well  as  of 
the  Souldiers  who  delivered  up  the  Bay  of 
AH  Saints,  in  1625.  And  to  this  Tliey 
added,  tiiat  the  Law  was  clear  in  the  Point, 
fince  thofe  Officers  who  received  their  Com- 
mifTions  from  tlie  States  General^  and  had 
taken  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  them,  mud 
necefTarily  depend  on  their  Jurifdidion,  ef- 
pecially  for  the  Tryal  of  Crimes  committed 
out  of  the  Extent  of  the  Provinces  and  in 
Places  where  the  States  General  had  efla- 
blilhed  a  Council,  and   a  Court  of  Juftice. 

P  3  But 
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But  the  Province  of  Holland  was  obPii- 
narc,  and  aHirmed  that  the  States  General 
could  exerche  no  Kind  of  Jurifdidion  what- 
iotvtt  vvii'ila  her  Diftrid,  unlefs  in  certain 
Ca(i:s,  with  relarion  to  the  Militia -,  and 
t'lat  it  would  be  a  manifeiT:  Violation  of 
her  Liberties,  to  purifli  OiTenders  in  a 
Place,  where  the  natural  and  laivful  Sovs- 
reign  was  .Ll'-ged  to  remit  the  cogni- 
fahce  of  the  Crime  to  the  Hi^  Court  of 
Jujiice. 

Agreeable  to  this,  the  Magiflrates  of 
Amjterdam  forced  open  rhe  Doors  of  the  Ad- 
mralty  Prrfons,  and  rt leafed  the  Captains  from 
their  Confinement ;  upon  which  tt.e  Prince 
pf  Orange  foreleeing  the  fame  Thing 
would  be  done  at  the  Hague  in  Favour 
of  Admiral  De  Wit,  his  Highnefs  of  his  own 
Accord  let  Him  at  Liberty ;  but  determined 
at  the  lame  Time,  to  revenge  Himielf  of 
the  feveral  Inluhs  he  had  received,  and  to 
iet  his  Authority  above  the  Reach  of  fuch 
Attempts  for  rhe  Future, 

The  firft  Step  the  Prince  took,  in  Order 
to  This,  was  to  Imprifon  Six  of  the  Provinci- 
al States  of  Holland;  Deputies  of  thofe  Towns 
that  had  given  his  Higbnefs  an  ill  Recepti- 
on. Thele  were  Jacol  De  Wit  Burgomaffer 
of  D-rt^  Father  of  Him  who  was  attervvards 
Grand  Penf.on.iry  of  Holland},    John  De  Waal^ 
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Burgomafter  of  Harkm;  Ailert  Reuyl  Penu- 
onary  of  the  fame  Town;  JoJm  Duyfi  De 
Voorhout.  Burgomafter  of  Delft '^  Naming 
Keyzer,  Penficnarj  of  Horn ;  an  J  Nicholas 
Stelingwerf  Secretary  of  MeilemhlicL  (a) 
Mefieurs  Bikker,  Burgomaners  of  Amjlerdam, 
having  received  an  Information  that  a  De« 
fign  was  formed  againd  their  Perfons, 
kept  clofe  in  their  City,  and  avoided  the 
Blow, 

The  Prince  fent  to  invite  the  Deputies  fe- 
parately,  to  come  and  confer  with  Him  upon 
certain  Affairs  before  the  opening  of  the 
Adembly.  A  Falet  de  Chamlre,  attended 
in  the  Anti-Chamher^  and  upon  their  Ap- 
pearance, took  care  to  ulher  them  to  a  fe- 
veral  Appartment,  where  they  were  lock'd 
up  till  the  Evening,  and  then  fent  to  the 
Cafllc  of  LcHveJlein  under  a  ftrong  Party. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Guards  were  doubled, 
and  the  Hague  was  in  a  few  Hours  filled  with 
SouldierSy  to  keep  the  States  of  Holland  in 
Awe,  and  prevent  a  Refcue- 

The  Prince  fent  for  Monfieur  Cats,  who 
was  then  Grand  Penfionary,  told  Him  what 
He  had    done,    and    charged   Him  to   ac- 
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qv.aint  the  States  Oi^  Holland  with  It  ,♦  let- 
ting Him  know  at  the  lame  Time,  that 
Kc  had  ordered  Troops  to  march  under 
the  CommanJ  of  the  Count  de  Najfau,  Go- 
vernour  of  FrhelanJy  for  the  Reduction  of 
Jtnjienhim.  His  Highmfs  was  perfuaded  that 
He  was  ah'eady  Mafter  of  the  Town,  and 
told  McnJiesirCats  He  would  fet  out  that  very 
Day  to  put  Himklf  at  the  Head  of  the 
Troops. 

The  Grand  Penfiomry  would  willingly 
have  excufed  Himfelf  from  undertaking 
io  difagreeable  a  Commiffion.  He  beg'd 
the  Prhue  to  v/rite  down  the  Names  of 
the  Deputies,  and  the  Motives  that  had 
induced  his  ITighnefs  to  confine  Them  \ 
The  Fear  and  Surprize  with  w4iich  he  was 
penetrared,  having  made  him  incapable, 
He  fa  id  ,  of  repeating  His  H'ighmfs% 
Words  with  that  exa£Vnefs  that  was  re- 
quifite. 

The  News  threw  the  whole  Afiembly  of 
^\\^  States  of  Holland  into  the  utmoft  Con- 
ilernaticn  ;  They  were  at  a  Lois  what 
Meaiures  to  take,  and  adjourned  for  fome 
Days  to  acquaint  their  Principals  with  what 
paficd  at  die  Hague^  and  receive  their 
pfdcrs. 

The 
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The  learned  HiflorUn  *  whom  I  have 
chofen  to  follow  in  my  Relation  of  thefe 
Fa£ts,  informs  us  that  the  Language  of  the 
Frmces  Party  upon  this  Occaficn,  was  that 
the  Stadtholder  was  originally  created  to 
preferve  the  Treaty  of  Vtrecht,  and  reftrain 
fuch  Provinces  as  might  either  attempt  to  dif- 
folve  It,  or  feparate  Themfelves  from  the 
Refl.  They  faid,  Holland  had  ftruck 
an  unhappy  Blovv  at  the  Union,  ia  dif- 
banding  the  Troops  by  her  own  Authority, 
not  only  againft  the  Confent,  but  even  in 
dire£t  Oppofition  to  the  States  General. 
That  fo  violent  a  Proceeding  gave  Room 
to  fufped  fhe  had  formed  a  Defign  to  ufurp 
a  Superiority  o'/er  her  Si[ier  Provinces ;  but 
that  fuppcfing  the  beft,  flie  had  given  a 
very  dangerous  Example  to  the  Relt,  who 
would  at  any  time  think  Themfelves  e- 
qually  at  Liberty  to  disband  the  Troops 
that  were  in  their  Pay ;  ini'.}much  that  the 
Repuhlic  might  be  left  entirely  naked  and 
defencelels.  To  this,  they  added,  that  a 
violent  Difeafe  could  not  be  cured  but  by 
a  Remedy  of  ihe  fame  Nature,  which  their 
High   Mightinesses    underiiood    fo    wd\. 


*  Monfieur  l^ajnage, 
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that  they  had  inveftcd  the  Prhce  with  an 
unlimited  Power  to  ad:  as  He  thought 
fit. 

But  the  RepMcans,  irritated  at  this  Con- 
duct, complained  loudly  of  thofe  tempo- 
rifing  Cenrtiers,  who  facrificing  the  Com- 
monwealth to  their  private  Intereft,  ed  the 
Trince  by  Degrees  to  a  Defpotick  Power. 
Twas  with  the  utmoft  Concern  They  faw 
the  Liberty  of  the  States  violated  ;  a  Num- 
ber of  Deputies  imprifoned,  and  the  Reft 
intimidated  and  heartlefs,  at  a  Crifis  when 
all  their  Courage  was  requifite  to  afTert  the 
liberties  of  the  Province.  In  vain,  faid  they, 
have  we  refifted  the  Spanish  Yoke,  if 
we  muft  now  receive  that  of  the  young 
Prince  of  Orange.  In  vain  was  fo  much 
EIgoJ  fpilt,  to  eftabliih  a  Monarchy  for  the 
Honfe  of  M^Jfau- 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Prince^  w^ho  covered 
his  Actions  under  the  Refolution  of  the  States 
General,  by  which  they  authorifed  Him  in 
general  terms,  to  employ  the  necejfary  means 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Union,  and  the 
Prevention  of  whatfocver  miaht  he  undertaken 
io  its  Prejudice^  thought  it  proper  to  let  their 
High  Mightimffes  know  the  Die  He  made  of 
the  Povver  they  had  entrufted  him  with. 
This  was  done  in  His  Higlmefss  Name,  by 
|he  ^refident  of   the  Wed  j    But    notwith- 

itanding 


Parti.     Illustrata,  iSfc.         2ip 

ftandlng  the  Refped  and  AffeiStion  of  the 
States  tor  the  Prince  and  his  Family,  their 
Concern  was  very  great;  and  'twas  appa- 
rent enough  from  their  Surprize,  that  they 
had  never  entertained  an  Idea,  that  the  ge- 
neral, unguarded  Expreffions,  in  which  their 
Refolution  was  couched,  could  have  been 
conftrued  into  an  Authority  to  imprifon  Six 
of  the  Provincial  States,  and  lay 
Siege  to  the  principal  City  of  the  United 
Provinces^ 

But  the  Prince  had  thrown  the  Die^  and 
would  not  retrad  It.  He  believed  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  all  his  Defigns  depended  upon  the 
Reduction  of  Amfterdam,  and  refolved  if 
poflible,  to  make  Himlelt  Mafter  of  It. 

To  this  Purpofe  He  had  ordered  Count 
Dhona  and  Monjieur  De  Somelfdick,  to  draw 
out  Part  of  the  neighbounng  Garrifons, 
and  rendevous  at  Ahcou,  firuatcd  about 
two  Leagues  from  Amfterdam,  where  Count 
William  of  Nassau,  Stadtholder  of 
Frizeland,  was  to 'join  Them,  fo  as  to 
be  before  that  City  by  Break  of  Day,  where 
they  were  to  polTefs  Themfelves  of  a  Gate, 
before  the  Burghers  had  Leifure  to  prepare 
for  irs  Defence ;  and  to  facilitate  the  Ex- 
ecution, Moijor  Geniillot  a  Frenchman,  had 
conveyed  Himieif  into  the  Town  on  the 
Evening  beiore,   with  fifty  Men,  who  were 

to 
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to  fecure  the  Guard,  and  open  a  Gate  to 
the  Befiegers. 

The  Magiftrates  and  Teople  of  Amfterdam^ 
were  in  fo  great  a  Security,  that  at  the  firfl 
News  of  this  little  Army,  thej  concluded 
Them  to  be  fome  Vagabond  Souldiers  be- 
longing to  the  Duke  of  Lorraine^  that  were 
ventured  out  a  Moroding ;  far  from  fufped:- 
ing  that  the  iroop  of  the  State  could  be 
engaged  in  fuch  an  Expedition.  The  Enter- 
prife  was  well  concerted,  and  mifcarried 
through  very  trifling  Incidents.  Tho'  in 
the  Middle  of  Summer,  the  Night  was  fo 
obfcurs  and  rainy,  that  the  Horfe  miflaking 
their  Way,  did  not  come  up  to  the  Place 
of  Rendezvous  'till  long  after  the  Time 
appointed  ,•  and  what  was  ftill  of  more  Im- 
portance ,  the  Officer  who  commanded 
Them,  not  being  in  the  Secret,  permitted 
the  Hamhorough  Pofl-Boy  to  go  on,  who 
allarmed  the  whole  Town  with  an  Account 
of  what  He  had  feen,  which  was  foon 
confirmed  by  an  Exprefs  from  the  Governor 
of  Muyden^  gi^'i^g  ^"^  Account,  that  a  confi- 
derable  Bcdy  of  Horie  were  in  full  March 
on   the  Side  of  the  Diemar. 

The  People  furprifcd  with  the  Approach 
of  the  Troops^  run  in  Crowds  to  ofter  their 
Service:  The  Cannon  were  brought  to  the 
Ramparts,  and   feveral  Men  of  War,   and 

Frigates 
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Frigate?,  were  put  in  Order  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Port  and  the  River  Amflel.  The 
Senate  debated  whether  They  Ihould  lay 
the  Country  under  Water,  by  cutting  their 
Dykes  and  opening  the  Sluices  ;  but  the  more 
moderate  Opinions  prevailed,  and  They  de- 
termined only  to  admit  fo  much  Water,  as 
was  necelTary  for  the  Security  of  thofe 
Places  that  were  eafieft  of  Accefs. 

The  Seige  of  a  Town  fituated  in  the  Bot- 
tom of  a  Gtdfy  furrounded  with  Fens  and 
Marjhes,  and  to  which  It  was  impoffible  to 
make  Approaches,  except  by  Caufeways 
and  narrow  Roads,  intermixt  with  an 
infinite  Number  of  Canals^  could  not  but 
be  exceeding  difFicuIt ;  and  accordingly  the 
Count  De  Naffauy  no  fooner  found  his  De- 
fign  was  diicovered,  than  he  knew  it  to 
be  impradli cable. 

The  Prince  received  the  News  of  This 
upon  Saturday  in  the  Evening,  and  was 
exireamly  aiieded  with  the  ill  Succefs  of 
an  Encerprize,  in  which  his  Honour  and 
Authority  were  equally  concerned.  He  be- 
lieved, lays  my  Hifierian  upon  this  Occafi- 
on,  what  Princes  commonly  lelieve,  that  his 
Prefence  would  immediately  difpel  all  Diffi- 
culties ;  and  thus  on  Sunday  Morning,  af- 
ter having  been  at  Church,  and  heard  the 
RemonRrances  of  the  two  Provincial  Courts 

of 
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^/  Ji^ftice,  He  took  Horfe  ia  View  of  the 
iitates  General^  and  fee  out  to  put  H;mfe]f 
at  the  Head  of  the  Troops  that  were  be- 
fore Amjierdam^  followed  by  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Officers  and  Nobility  who  determined 
to   iliare  his  Fortune. 

His    Highnefs  fent    circular    Letters    tlie 
fame  Morning,  to  all  the  Provinces,  except 
Holland^   acquainting  Them,  that  having  re- 
ceived Orders  from  the  States  General,    for 
the  Re-eftablifiiment  of  the  Union,  He  had 
taken      the   necelTary    Meafures    for    that 
Purpofe.     That    having  reprefented    to    the 
States  of  Holland,  intbemoft  pathttick  Man- 
ner, the  Mifchiefs  into  which  they  v/ere  about 
to  precipitate  the  Repuhlic,  He  had  after  wards 
addrefTed  himfelf  to    the   particular  Town 
of  that  Province;    but  this  Remedy  having 
only  ierved  to  inflame  the  Sore,  He  found 
Himfelf  obliged,    in  order  to   come  at  the 
Root  of   the    Difeafe,    to   imprifon    certain 
difaffeded  Perfons,    who    difiurbed  the  Re- 
po-fe  of  the  Commonwealth,    and    to    po fiefs 
Himfelf  of  the  Town  of  Amfl^rdam,     Lafr- 
\y.   He  hoped  the  Provinces  v\ou!d  not  on- 
ly approve,    but  a!i0  concur  in  his  Defign, 
and  affifc  Him   to  chafltfe  Thcfe  who  di- 
fturbed   the  puhlic   Peace ;  protefung   before 
God,   tliat  he  had  no  other   View,  than  the 
RC'eftatlifiioient    of    tiie  Tranquility,    and 

Good 
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Good  of  his  Country^  with  the  Security  of 
the  Reformed  Reliporiy  for  the  Prefervatioa 
of   which    He    was    ready  to  facrifice  his 

Life. 

On  the  Road  between  the  Hague  and  Am- 
flerdam^  his  Highness  found  Monjieur  De 
Beverweert ;  who  tho'  related  to  the  Family 
of  Nassau.,  had  not  been  of  the  Primes 
Cabinet  when  this  Undertaking  was  refolved 
on.  In  order  to  make  his  Highnefs  compre- 
hend his  Danger,  He  carried  Him  upon  the 
Djke  which  leparates  the  Tey  from  the  Sea 
of  Harler/i'  *  Obferve,  fays  he  to  the  Princey 
'  this  immenfe  Quantity  of  Water,  which  it 

*  will  be  impoffible  to  refift,  if  the  Magifirates 

*  of  Amjierdaw  refolve  to  make  Ufe  of  it  to 
'  drown  your  Forces^  This  once  determined  ; 
'  the  Height  and  Impetuofity  of  the  Water  will 
'  be  redoubled  by  opening  their  Dykes  and 
'  Sluices,  and  your  Army  will  perifli  under  the 

*  Walls  of  a  Town,  which  it  is  impoffible  to 
'  take  if  they  will  hazard  every  thing  for  its 

*  Defence.  The  Thing  was  evident ;  and  the 
Trince^  who  perceived  that  the  Safety  of  his 
Army  depended  on  the  Arbitration  of  the 
People  and  Magifirates  of  Amflerdam^  de  fired 
Monfteur  De  Beverweert  to  make  all  the  Hafle 
he  could  to  tiie  Hague ^  and  engage  the  States 
General  to  recall  His  FJighnefs^  by  a  Depu- 
tation which  might  fcreen  his  Honour,  and 

pre- 
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preferve  Him  the  AfTedions  of  the  People, 
by  his  appearing  to  lay  afidc  the  Seige  m 
Deference  to  the  Ccumih  of  the  Repidlk. 

Before  Monfieur  Bcvenveert  could  get  to 
the  Hague ^  Monfieur  de  Bronkhurj}^  Ptcfident 
of  the  I4'eek,  had  already  notified  the  inmes 
Departure  to  the  States  general^  and  his  Dellgn 
upon  Awfterdani.  Their  High  Mightines- 
ses weie  of  Opinion,  that  the  Source  of  tlie 
Evil  was  in  the  Province  of  Holland^  r.nd  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  redrefs  it  wjihout  her 
Concurrence;  wiierefcre  they  voted  a  Oepu* 
tatton  to  the  States  of  that  FrovhcSy  conjuring 
them  to  ftop  the  Courfe  of  fo  dangerous  an 
Emotion.  The  States  of  Holland ^  on  their 
Part,  went  in  a  Body  to  the  Grand  Fen' 
fionary^  defiring  him  lo  ufe  his  utmoft  En- 
deavours to  terminate  this  AiTair,  eitlier  by 
prociir  ng  a  Repeal  of  the  Refolution  i:^^  the 
Statts  General,  upon  which  the  Prince  of 
Grange  grounded  his  Meaiures  ;  or  that  a 
Deputation  iliould  be  fent  to  tlie  Prince,  de- 
Tiring  his  highnefs's  Return  to  the  Hagtte, 
and  that  he  would  reflore  the  Commerce  of 
Aryifterdam,  by  ceafing  aU  Hcfuhties,  and 
ordering  the  Troops  to  ti:ieir  fevtral  Quar- 
ters. This  was  exadlly  what  the  Prince  deiir- 
ed;  whowhilfc  Things  were  thus  negotiating 
at  the  Hague,  concluded  another  Treaty  at 
Arnfterdarn^  ihat  was  flill  more  advantageous 

to 
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to  Him.  His  Higlmefs  vvrore  to  the  Ma- 
giftrates,  demanding  Admiirion  into  the 
TowOj  but  infmuated  at  the  fam'i  Timd 
that  He  would  not  enter  it,  till  the  Mif- 
underftanding  Hiould  be  made  up  ,•  upori 
which  the  Regency  fent  four  Deputies  to 
confer  with  His  Hlghncfs^  who  agreed  upon 
the  following  Articles. 

Firfl^  that  the  frince  fhonid  be  received 
into  the  City  with  all  the  Honours  that 
had  ever  been  paid  to  his  Fredecedbrs,  Qo^ 
vermurs  of  the  Province  .'  and  in  QLiaiity  of 
Member  of  the  Council  of  State^  his  High^efs 
was  promifed  an  Audience  in  full  Senate*  By 
the  lecond  Article,  the  Town  projuifed  to 
pay  the  Arrears,  due  to  the  Troops  that  the 
Province  of  Holland  had  broke,  and  conftnt 
to  the  Proportion  made  on  that  Subject  by 
the  Councilor  State,  bearing  Date  tiic  i^th 
of  July.  Thirdly,  the  Magiflrates  engaged 
to  employ  their  good  Oilices  with  the  States 
of  Holland,  in  order  to  re-e(lablifli  the  U* 
NroN,  and  obliterate  the  Remembrance  of 
what  was  pafltd.  And  laftly,  the  Prince 
demanded  that  Mefiem's  Bikkr,  one  late 
and  the  other  Regent  Burgomajler  of  Am-- 
Jlerdam,  fliould  be  luperceded  in  their  Em- 
ployments, and  rendered  incapable  of  bear^ 
ing  any  Office  in  the  City  for  the  futurci 
Thefc  Magijlrates  had  very  much  fignalifed 
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Theinfelves  by  their  Zeal  and  Aftivity  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Town,  and  the  Seffate 
oppofed  this  Demand  vvith  a  great  deal  of 
Warmth  ;  but  the  two  Bur^omafiers  made  a 
generous  Sacrifice  of  their  Employments  to 
th(i  Tranquility  of  the  Public. 

Thus  finiihed  the  Siege  of  Amfierdam, 
The  Troop  were  fent  back  to  their  ^^r- 
iers;  the  Prince^  content  to  have  acquired 
the  Liberty  of  cntring  tlie  C?/ji,  went  a- 
way  without  doing  It,  the  Deputies  of 
x\\t  States  General  being  informed  upon  the 
Road,  that  the  Diderence  was  made  up,  re- 
turned to  the  Hague ;  and  the  Regents  of 
Amjkrdam  executed  the  Capitulation  with 
Funduality.  But  to  avoid  being  expof- 
ed  to  the  fame  Attem.pts  for  the  Future, 
They  refolved  to  fortify  Their  f/Vy,  and 
fettled  fifty  four  Companies  of  Burghers  fcr 
its  Defence. 

The  Reader  will  be  furprifcd,  confider- 
ing  the  ill  Situation  of  the  Princes  Army, 
that  his  Highnejs  iliould  have  procured  fucli 
ftdvantagiou^  Terms.  But  it  feems  the 
Tow  n  already  began  to  feel  the  ill  Effed:s 
of  a  Siege  ;  and  befides  this,  the  Prince  had 
his  Party  in  the  City,  which  upon  this 
Occafion  was  joyned  by  the  Malecontents^ 
and  both  together  made  a  very  numerous 
Bcdy.     Satires  v,'ere   thrown   about  ?gainft 

the 
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:  the  Magiftrates,  who  araongft  other  Things, 
were  accufed  with  holding  Intelligence 'a  ich 
I  the    PapvLiament    of  England,     becaafe 
j  Peterson,    a  Senator    of  Amjierd-im.^     had 
'been    fent  to   Cromwell,  on  the  Fart   of 
I  the  Province  of  Holland^  wliilll  he  refufed  to 
admit    an    Emhajfador     from    the    Repuhlk. 
This,  whether  true  or  falfe,  ferved  to  ren- 
der Tliem  extreamly  odious  to  the  Public  ^ 
the    Englijh    being  then,   as  They    are  at 
prefent,    mortally    hated  by  the  People   of 
the   Province   of  Holland^    efpecially    thofe 
of   Amflerdam,    as   their    great    Rivals    in 
Commerce,    without  which  the   Dutch  can- 
not po/Tibly  fubftfl.    The  Merchants    appre- 
hended   that    the    Siege    would    Hop    the 
Payment    of  their    Bills,    and    ruin  public 
Credit,  by  breaking  the  Coi4rfe  of  Exchange  i 
and  the   Prince  took  Care  to  ftrengthea 
their  Apprehenfions,  by  giving  out,  tliat  He 
intended  to  change  the  ^icge  into  a  Blocade^ 
ill  Order    to    have  Time  to   reinforce  his 
Army.    Laftly,  It  mull  be  owned,  that  the 
Magiflrates  of  Amfierdam^  did  not  find  that 
Support  from  the  Province  of  Holland, 
which   they  had  Reafon   to  Expect.     Har* 
km,  opened  her  Gates  to  the  Princes  Troops^ 
and  fupply'd  Them  with  Provificns  ,♦     Ley- 
den,  furniihed  Them  with  Implements  ne- 
celTary  for  the  Siege  ;  Delft  fent  her  Cj;/- 

Qji  non 
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WW  and  other  Military  Store?,  laid  up  there 
in  the  provincial  Arfenah,  and  of  all  the 
Towns  of  the  Province,  tergovo  alone,  for- 
bid her  Garrifon  to  join  the  Prince^  in 
Oppofition  to  his  Highnefss  Orders.  In 
this  feeble  Manner  acted  the  States  of  Hol- 
land;  io  unlike  the  Defcendants  of  thofe 
who  had  refcued  their  Liter ty  from  the 
Tyranny  of  Philip  IL 

'As  for  the  States  General^  they  amiifed 
Themfelves  with  fruitlefs  Deliberations,  in- 
flead  of  revoking  their  Refolution,  which 
gave  a  Colour  to  the  Frhce's  Undertak- 
ing Nor  could  this  be  wondred  at  •  for 
not  only  the  Friends  of  the  Houfe  of  i 
Orame  were  extreamly  numerous  in  the  | 
Afjerdly  of  th.t  States  General:  but  forne  of 
the  Provinces  began  to  think  their  Intereft 
diflerent  from  that  of  Holland, 

The  Affair  of  the  Six  Prifoners  at  Lou' 
"veflein^  was  yet  to  be  adjufted.  Dort  made 
prefiing  Inftances  for  the  Liberty  of  her 
Burgomajler  De  ^'it,  and  fent  her  Deputies  | 
to  the  Hague^  with  Orders  not  to  engage 
in  any  public  Aflair,  'till  they  had  pro-  i 
cured  it.  But  the  other  Towns,  intimi- 
dated by  the  Siege  of  Amfterdamy  did 
not  proceed  with  the  fame  Vigour;  fo  a 
Treaty  v. as  concluded,  by  which  the  Prince 
ef  Orange   engaged  to    let    tliQ  Prifoners -at      I 

Liberty, 
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Liberty,  on  Condition  that  They  fliould 
ask  Leave  to  rehnquifli  their  Employ- 
ments* 

fn  the  mean  Time,  xho,  fix  Provinces  who 
had  received  the  Princes  circular  Letters, 
loaded  his  Highnefs  with  their  Comphm.ents, 
and  Thanks  tcr  his  Care  of  the  pubHc.  Tney 
differed  from  one  another  in  the  Warmth  of 
their  Acknowledgments  j  but  all  concurred  to 
thank  him  for  his  Zeal  and  Care  to  preferve 
the  Vnion :  and  as  for  the  Siege  of  Amfler  • 
dam^  fome  ftiled  it  an  heroical  Adion  ;  and 
all  agrctd  that  it  was  neceflary.  In  Reality 
the  Prince  had  executed  every  thing  the 
States  general  could  widi,  both  for  the  Se- 
curity of  the  TJniony  and  the  particular  Mor- 
tification of  the  Province  of  Holland;  But, 
the  Means  His  Highnefs  employed  were  vio- 
lent, and  fuch  as  he  would  never  have 
made  ufe  of,  had  He  intended  to  have  con- 
fined Himfelf  to  the  Province  of  a  Mediator. 
From  hence  it  was  in  a  manner  evident, 
that  He  had  formed  the  Defign  of  ma- 
king Himfelf  the  Sovereign  of  his  Country  ; 
and  tho'  nothing  was  omitted  that  nught 
poflibly  conceal  the  Truth  of  his  Intentions 
from  the  Public,  yet  his  Hii'mefs  had  the 
Mortification  to  find  his  Views  were  pene- 
trated, and  that  He  had  entirely  loft  thq 
Confidence  of  the  People, 

Ql  3  This 
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This  made  the  Hague  difagreeable  to  Him : 
So  his  Highnefs  left  that  charming  Village, 
and  went  to  hide  his  Chagrin  at  a  Country, 
Seat  He  had  lately  pur  chafed  in  Gelderland. 
Here  he  fpent  his  Time  in  Hunting,  which 
was  his  favorite  Exercife,  and  in  reconciling 
private  Differences  between  the  J^ohiiity  of 
the  Province  ;  till  being  taken  ill  of  a  Fever^ 
he  was  brought  back  to  the  Hague  on  the 
28//;  of  O^oher,  ^650,  Vvhere  in  two  Days  af- 
ter his  Arrival,  He  was  taken  with  the  Small 
Pox,  of  which  he  died  in  Nouemher  following, 
in  the  twenty  fifth  Year  of  his  Age. 

This  Accident  occafioned  an  equal  Joy  and 
Sorrow  in  the  Vnited  Provinces,  Thofe  Ma- 
giftrates  who  had  been  imprifoned  and  dt- 
pofed  by  the  Princes  Authority,  were  now 
re-eftabliihed  with  Honour  in  their  Em- 
plo}  menrs  ^  and  lufTered  Themfelves  to  be  fo 
tar  tranfported,  as  to  forget  what  was  due 
to  Decency.  Medals  wttt  ftruck,  inlulting 
t'le  Memory  of  the  dead  Prince^  amongft 
which  that  of  Jmfterdam  was  moft  remark- 
able Thii  reprefented  a  rifing  Sua,  and  a 
youno^  fiery  Horfe^  extending  Himfelf  over 
the  Town   of  Amjierdam  with  this  Motto, 


LIMINE      AB      UNO 
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I  And  in  the  Margin  was  added, 

Quia  Bella  vetagat. 

Attributing  to  Amjlerdam  the  Honour  of 
having  put  a  Stop  to  the  VVar,  On  the  Re- 
verfe  was  fcen  a  falling  Phaeton  with  thefe 
Words. 

Magnis  excidit  ausis. 

And  at  the  Bottom  was  reprefented  the  Fu- 
neral ProcelTion  from  the  Hague  to  Delft. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Grief  that  many- 
felt  on  Occafion  of  the  Princes  Death,  was 
inexpreffible.  The  Clergy  teflified  their  Con-^ 
cern  by  Funeral  Orations,  which  were  fo 
many  Panegyricks  to  the  Memory  of  the  de- 
ceafed.  The  Army  regretted  the  Lofs  of  its 
General  and  Patron  ;  The  greater  Part  of  the 
States  general^  who  had  always  given  into  ' 
the  Princes  Meafurcs,  were  apprehen(ive  of 
a  Revolution  in  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
vinces^  which  might  prove  to  their  Detri- 
ment ;  and  the  Princefs  was  inconfolable  for 
the  Lofs  of  a  Husband,  who  after  the  tra- 
gical Death  of  her  Father,  and  the  Flight  of 
her  Brothers  was  her  only  Comfort.  Her 
liighnefss  Grief  was  abated  however  by  the 
Pofthumous  Birth  of  a  Prince^  whom  flie 
Q^  4  brought 
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brouajit  into  the  World  eight  Days  after 
ills  Faiher  s  Difeale.  1  h,s  was  William  JiF, 
Frh/ce  ofOrayige^  and  sfteiwardb,  King  of  Great 
Britain^  yvliale  glorious  Aclions  have  eter- 
fiaiiled    hiss  Memory. 

William  11,  was  extreamly  Handfome, 
tut  of  a  Temper  iiicliniiig  to  Melancholy. 
He  was  feldorn  ktn  to  laugh,  and  had 
from  liis  parlicO:  Infancy,  preierred  ferious 
Occvipa^icns  to  the  common  Amufements 
of  Childhood.  He  had  an  uncommon  Pe- 
netration, and  a  wondrous  Dilpofition  for 
the  Sciences,  efpecially  the  Mathema ticks, 
and  was  a  very  great  admirer  of  Des 
Cartes s  Pliilofophy,  tho'  it  was  very  much 
decried  in  the  Vniverfuies  of  the  Repnhlk. 
He  ha'3  inherited  both  the  Politicks  and 
Jacituniitj  of  his  Gram! fat  her,  and  it  was 
preuuned  upon  very  good  Grounds,  that 
He  would  have  equalled  the  Braved  of 
his  Anceftors  in  military  Performances. 
His  Ambition  was  unlimited;  and  as  He 
facrificcd  every  Thing  to  It,  'tis  proba- 
lle  that  had  He  lived.  He  would  have 
scquired  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Vnited  Fro- 
vinccs^  either  under  a  ifefli  TulCj  or  by 
perpetuating  the  StaehhoUerjhip  in  his  Fa- 
pily,  as  it  was  afterwards  lettled  in  tlie 
trinie  of  his  Son,   IfWiam  HI. 


Th^ 
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The  Death  of  Williamll^  was  attended 
with  fevcral  great  Events.  The  Power  of 
the  Stadt holder  devolved  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  on  the  States  cf  the  feverai  Provinces ; 
and  in  Procefs  of  Time,  This  produced  a 
perpetual  Edi^  on  the  Part  of  Holland ^  or 
a  Bill  of  Exclufon,  which  incapacitated  the 
young  Prince  of  Orange  to  enjoy  the  Dig- 
nities of  his  Anceftors,  and  annihilated  the 
Stadtholderfhip  in  that  Province.  Nothing 
was  omitted  that  could  pofTicly  weaken  the 
Prince^  and  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to 
revenge  Himfelf,  in  Time  to  come,  of  the 
Indignities  that  were  now  offered  Him; 
nor  can  there  be  a  greater  Inftance  of  the 
Inflabihty  of  human  Affairs,  than  the  Hi- 
Itory  of  the  perpetual  Edi^, 

John  De  Wit  was  made  Grand  Penjiomry 
of  Holland  m  1653,  whofe  Hatred  for  the 
Stadtholderfhipy  and  Refentment  for  the  ufage 
his  Father  had  received  from  WlUam  II,  could 
be  equalled  by  Nothing  but  ihe  Greatnefs 
of  his  Abilities,  and  his  Capacity  to  effe£t 
whatfoever  he  undertook.  The  Vnited  Pro- 
vinces were  engaged  in  a  ruinous  War  with 
England^  and  fent  their  Miniiters  to  pro- 
pole  a  reace  at  London. 

Oliver  Cromwell  then  governed  the 
Affairs  of  England^  under  the  Appearance  of 
9  Cffuncil  of  State,  of  which  he  was  Prefident. 
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The  Emhaffadors^  were  admitted  to  an  Au- 
dience in  the  Council.     Cromwell,  anfwer- 
ed  their  Harrangue  by  cenfuring  the  Impru- 
dence of  the  Repuhlic,  in  making  War  with 
{o    unequal    an   Enemy.     He    told   Them 
fiercely,  that  if    He  liftened  to   Peace,    It 
could  be  only  under  two  Conditions.    The 
Firjh  That  Satisfa£lion  fhould  be  made  for 
the  Infults   that  Tromp  had  given  to  the 
Engli[h^  FUg^  and  2dly^  that  there  fhould  be 
no  Sufpenfion  of  Arms,  'cill  the  Treaty  was 
concluded.     But  feme  Time  afterwards,  He 
explained  Himfelf  to  two  of  the  EmbafTadors, 
and  told  Them  very  frankly,  of  the  Appre- 
herffions  he  was  under  from  the  Extent  of 
the  Dutch  Commerce ;  adding,  that  there  could 
never  be  a  lure  and  lading  Peace  between 
thQ  two  Nations,  'till  there  was  a  Coalition 
of  Intereffls^   ly   uniting   Them  under  one  and 
the  fame  Government. 

'  Since  We  have  the  fame  Religion,  [a'^s 

*  Hey  We  can  do  Nothing  more  agreeaUle 

*  to  God^  than  to  unite  ourfelves  ftridly,  the 

*  better  to  refift  the  Eenemies  of  our  holy 

*  Reformation,    The  only  Object  of  my  Adi- 

*  ons  having  been  the  Glory  of  God^  this  is 

*  your  Security  for  my  Sincerity.  It  is  not  any 

*  perfonal  Intereft  that  engages  me  to  propofe 

*  this  Vnion  of  the  two  RepHhlicb^     Content 
''  Willi  having  been  the  Injirument  of  Heaven^ 

'  in 
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'  m  accompliihing  a  Work  fo  important  to 
'  Relipon,  I   am  far  from  defiring  to  draw 

*  any  particular  Advantage  from  It.    The 

*  two   Nations  making   one  and  the  fame 

*  People,  Ihall  be  governed  by  a  Sovereign 
'  Parliament,  in  which  the  Vnited  Fro- 

*  vinces  lliall  have  their  Deputies.  I  will 
'  depend  equally  on  this  auguft  Trihrnal^ 
'  with  every  other  Subjedl ;  and  retain  no 
'  more  Power  than  fliail  be  allotted  me^  {a) 

This  Proportion  firfl:  broach'd  to  the 
Dutch  Minifters  by  Cromivel/y  was  afterwards 
communicated  to  them  in  Form  by  the 
Council  of  State,  The  Emlajfadors  adonifli'd 
at  fo  extraordinary  an  Overture,  faid  all 
they  could  to  fhew  the  Impofiibility  of  its 
Execution  :  But  the  Council  was  relblute,  and 
threatned  to  break  off  the  Conferences,  if 
this  Article  were  refufed  :  upon  which  the 
Emhajjadors  detached  two  ot  their  Body  to 
confult  their  Principals  in  Holland^  and  re- 
ceive new  Inflrudlions  how  to  treat  fo  fin- 
gular  a  Propofal. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
Fleets  engaged.  Admiral  Tromp  was  killed, 
and  Monk  obtained  a  bloody  Vidory. 


{a)  Annaks  des  Provinces  unies,  ^y^v  Bafna^e  Fol.  312,. 

Tlie 
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The  Dufch  EmhaJIfadors  returned  to  Lon- 
don* They  Ihew'd  the  Impofl'ibility  of  a 
V  ft  ion  between  the  two  Nations,  and  pro- 
pofed  oth-  Mcailires  for  an  Accommoda- 
tion. CrG-vwelly  affected  to  be  convinced  by 
their  Arguments,  and  after  expreffing  his 
own  good  Dcfigns  in  forming  that  PrcjefV; 
He  told  Them,  that  provided  they  could  a- 
gree  upon  the  Superiority  of  the  Flag^  and  a 
Duty  to  he  paid  to  England  y^r  the  Herrings 
taken  on  our  Coaffi,  the  Peace  would  be  eafily 
concluded.  But  fome  Days  afterwards,  the 
CommifTioners  who  were  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  Dutch^  prefented  Them  the 
Projector  a  Treaty,  in  which  befides  the  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Flag^  and  the  Duty  upon  Her- 
rings^ were  inlerted  two  frefli  Demands,  im- 
plying, that  the  States  fhould  engage  them- 
felves  to  exclude  the  Prince  of  OrangQ  from  ail 
the  Er/iploymefits  of  his  AnceflorSy  and  that 
the  Repuhlic  iliould  not  fit  out  above  a  cer- 
tain Number  of  Men  of  War^  without  the 
Confent  of  the  Parliament  of  England. 

Thefe  Conditions  appeared  intollerable  to 
the  EnihajfadorSi  who  took  their  Leaves,  and 
prepared  to  return  Home,  jufl  as  Cromwell 
having  deflroyed  the  little  Authority  that 
remained  in  the  Parliament,  a  {Turned  the 
Governnienc  under  the  Title  of  Protec- 
tor s   which  havig  created  him   a  great 

many 
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many  Enemies,  He  became  more  difpofed  to 
an  Accommodation  with  the  Vnked  Pro^ 
vinces.  'Twas  then  that  having  comprehen- 
ded the  Impoffibility  of  engaging  the  Repub- 
lic to  exclude  the  young  Frince  of  Orange^  He 
made  a  fecret  Propofition  to  Monfieur  De  Be- 
verning^  a  Member  of  the  Embafly  on  the 
Part  of  Holland^  in  which  he  offered  Him 
the  Feace^  provided  the  Province  of  Holland 
alone,  would  engage  by  a  private  and  fe* 
parate  Article  never  to  have  a  Stadtholder. 

The  Emhajfadors  fet  fail  for  Holland^  and 
found  the  States  general  very  well  difpofed  to 
conclude  the  Peace :  but  as  there  was  a  Ne- 
ceffity  for  confulting  the  feveral  provincial 
States^  and  thefe  not  being  adembled.  The 
Province  of  Holland^  which  refolved  to  make 
the  beft  of  the  Frotetiors  pacific  Difpofition ; 
ordered  Monfieur  De  Beverning  back  to  Lon- 
doHy  in  the  fame  VeiTel  that  brought  Him 
over. 

So  precipitated  a  Condudt  difpleafed  the 
other  Provinces.  They  began  to  fufped  Hol- 
land of  feparate  Meafures,  and  an  Intelligence 
with  Cromwely  prejudicial  to  the  common  In- 
tereft.  However,  The  States  general  re- 
folved  to  fend  back  Mejfieurs  Nieuport  and 
Jongflal  10  London,  with  Orders  to  join  the 
Deputy  of  Holland^  and  take  upon  them  the 
Character  of  Emhajfadors'    Monfieur  Nieuport 

was 
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was  of  the  Province  of  Holland  ;  but  Jong- 
ftal  was  of  Frizeland^  and  had  flridt  Or- 
ders from  his  Province^  to  watch  the  Intered 
of  theHoufe  of  Orange. 

In  the  mean  Time  Monfieur  De  Beverning^ 
who  had  been  abfent  from  London,  but 
fourteen  Days,  found  the  Protetlors  Difpo- 
fition  for  Peace  very  much  abated.  Crom- 
well  infifted  more  flrenuoufly  than  ever,  up- 
on the  Exclufion  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
which  there  was  fo  little  Appearance  of  ob- 
taining from  the  States  General,  that  Meffteurs 
De  Bevermng  and  Nieuport,  durfl  not  fo  much 
as  communicate  the  vropofal  to  their  Col- 
league Monfieur  Jongftal^  Deputy  of  Frlze- 
land;  and  Monfieur  Bajnage  Himielf,  adures 
us,  Thar  this  Point  was  treated  in  Se- 
cret Conferences  between  the  Protestor  and 
Monfieur  De  Bevermng^  who  at  lafl  engaged 
that  the  Province  of  Holland  fliould  never 
confer  the  Poft  of  Stadtholder  and  Cap- 
tain  General  on  the  young  Prince  ef  Orange, 
(a)  Cromwell,  faid  He  could  not  fleep  at 
Eafe,  nor  think  Himfelf  lecure  of  the  Re^ 
puhlic,  whilft  the  Prince  entertained  any 
Hopes  of  poffeiTing  the  Audiority  of  his 
Anceflors,    v.'hich    might   enable   Him    to 

(a)  Annalcsdes Provinces  unies,  ^at  Bafna^e,  Fol.  335. 

affift 
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affift  his  Uncle  Charles  If,  to  recover  the 
Croivfi  of  England,  But  from  the  Moment 
the  Prote&or  obtained  this  Promife  on  the 
Part  of  Holland^  He  thought  Himfelf  fecure 
on  the  Side  of  the  Vnited  Provinces  |  and 
Mejreurs  De  Beverning  and  Nieuport  hav- 
ing aflured  Him  that  Holland  would  rati- 
fy the  Secret  Article  of  the  Princes  Ex- 
clufion,*  the  Peace  was  immediately  con- 
cluded. (J) 

When  the  Treaty  came  to  be  ratified, 
there  was  then  a  Neceflity  of  publifliing 
the  fe par  ate  Article;  which  had  hitherto 
been  kept  an  inviolable  Secret,  not  only 
to  the  States  General^  but  even  to  the 
Towns  of  the  Province  of  Holland :  And 
now  It  was,  that  the  Grand  Penjionary  De 
Wit,  vi^ho  had  hitherto  concealed  Himfelf, 
came  publicly  upon  the  Stage.  But  before 
He  made  the  Overture  to  the  States  of 
Holland;  He  took  care  to  adminifter  an  Oath 
to  all  the  Deputies^  binding  them  not  only 
to  keep  fecret  the  Propofition  He  was  about 
to  make  ;  but  alfo  not  to  declare  that  any 
Oath  of  Secrecy    had  been  exad;ed.      This 


(«)  See  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Um'on  between  Oir- 
VER  Cromvvbll  as  ProteBor  of  England^  and  the  Vnited 
Provinces y  concluded  at  Weftminjler^  Jlprill  7^tb»  1654. 
Traitei  de  Paix,  Tom.  ill.  p.  647. 

being 
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being  done,  He  acquainted  them  with  the  fe- 
parate  Article  concluded  by  their  Minifler  at: 
London.     Tlie  Aftoniihment    was  inexpref- 
fiblc.     Thofe  few  who  were  in  the  Secret, 
after  counterfeiting  a  greater  Surprize   than 
the  Reft,   declared  for    the  Exclufion,     O- 
thers  defired  leave  to  return  to  their  Cities^ 
and  conlult  their  Principals ;  which  was  gran- 
ted on  Condition,   that  They  fliould  com- 
municate the  Affair   only  to  the  Burgemaft- 
ers,  and  fuch  as    could  promote  the  baccefs 
ofTr.     Upon  the  Return  of  the  Deputies^  the 
Opinions  proved  to  be  divided.     I'he  Repre- 
fentatives  of  Harlem  and  Lejden^   who  were 
at  the  Head  of  thoie   that  oppofed  t:e  Ex- 
clufion; ►exclaimed  loudly  againft  the  Con- 
duct o{-   Manfieur  De    Beverniyig    and    l>Jieu- 
port,  and  were  for  calling  Them  to  an  Ac- 
count.   Upon  which,    Monfieur  De  Wit^  per- 
ceiving the  Difpute  grow  violent,   made  an 
Offer  to  determine  the  Deliberation  accord- 
ding  to  the  Plurality  of  Voices.     But  This 
was  violently  oppofed  by  the  Princes  Party, 
VI  ho  cry'd  out,    that  He  was  going  about 
to  fap   the  Foundation  of  the  Vnion  ,•    and 
that  this  being  a  Matter  that  related  merely 
to  War  and  Peace,  the  Vnanimity  of  the  States 
was  requifite.     Others  faid  on   the  contrary., 
that  the  Eilablifliment  of  a  StadthoUfer,  or 
the  Choice  of  a  Perfon  to  fill  that  Foil,  was 

one 
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I  one  of  thofe  Affairs    that  are  ftiled  dcmcp'ic^ 
I  and  abfolate'y  foreign  either  to  War  or  Peace; 
I  fince  It  depended  only  on  the   Province  of 
I  Holland  to  hive  a  Governour  or  not  ;  or  to  e- 
Jed  or  rejed  whcm  ihe  thought  proper.  This 
was   the  Opinion  of  the  Majority,  and  ac- 
cordingly   It    was    relolved,     '  That     His 
Highness  the  Protector  of  England, 
having  reprefcnteJ  to  the  Etnhajfadors  of 
the  Repuhlic  in  feveral  Conference5,    that 
in  Order  to  render   the  Peace   fure  and 
lading,  between  the  two  Nations,   It  was 
neceflary   to   eafe    Him  of   tlie  Fear  He 
was  under,  that  if  the   principal  Employ- 
ments of  the  State  were  conferred  on  the 
Prince  of  Oran^e^    the    AJIiances    of   that 
Prince   with    the  Family  oF   the    Stuarts^ 
would     occafion     Mifunderftandings     and 
Jealoufies     that    might    plunge   the    two 
Nations  into  a  frefli  War-^    therefore,    in 
order  to  fecure  the  Peace,  and  fatisfy   his 
Highnefs;  the  High  3.nd  Mighty  Lords,  the 
States  of  Holland,  promiJe  never  to  chufe 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  nor  any  of  his  Oe(- 
cenuaiiis,    for  their    Governour   or  Admi- 
ral ;    and  that    this  Province  will    never 
fuflcr  any  oj:   her    Mernbenj  to  give  their 
Vote  tor  making  the  Pnnce,  Captain  Gene- 
*  ral  of  the  Repuhlic. 

R  When 
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When  MoMfieur  De  iVit,  fent  the  Ratifi- 
cation to  London^  he  carried  his  Diflimula- 
tion  fo  far,  as  to  conjure  the  Dutih  Emhajfa^ 
dors  to  make  all  polTible  Inftances  with  Crom^ 
well^  to  recede  from  his  Demand  of  the  Ex- 
clufion.  Jcu  cannot  do  the  Province  a  greater 
Service^  fays  He,  in  his  Letter  to  Fan  Be^ 
'vernhg  and  Nieuport,  than  to  find  an  Ex^ 
pedient  to  prevent  the  delivering  of  the  A^ 
of  Exclufion^  which  has  been  oltained  with  the 
utmofl  Difmltj,  and  to  which  the  States 
ivould  never  have  confented,  hut  for  the  fake 
of  avoiding  the  dire  Calamities  of  War. 

Cromwell    died    in    September     1658, 
and  Charles  If;    Uncle    to   the  Prince    of 
Orange^  was  reftored  to  the  Throne  of  Great 
Britain,  in   i66o.     Had  the  States  of  Hol- 
land and  Monfieur  De  Wit  been  fincere,  now 
was    the  Time  to   repeal    the   Refolutions 
taken    in    Prejudice  of    tlie    young   Prince, 
The  King  of  England^  defired  It ;  and  They 
run    the    Hazard    of    incurring    the    dire 
Calamities    of  War     by    a     Refufal.     But 
De  Wity    who   had    now  thrown    off    the 
Mask ;  not  only  hindred  the  States  of  HoU 
land  from  complying  with  the  fnftances  of 
Charles  H,    but  induced  them  in  1667, 
to  ena£t  and  fwear  to  the   Obfervation   of 
the  perpetual    Edifi ,   which  annihilated  the 

Stadt-' 
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Stadtholderjhip  for  ever,  Qa)  Tliere  was 
not  lefs  Art  made  ufe  of  upon  this  Occafioo, 
than  had  been  employed  in  1654,  to  procure 
the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  made  with 
Cromwell.  But  the  Time  drew  very  near, 
when  Monfieur  de  Wit  was  to  repent  the 
Succefs  ot  his  own  Management.  Lewis  XIV, 
King  of  France,  having  invaded  the  Vni- 
ted  Provinces  in  1671,  the  Rapidity  of  his 
Victories  threatned  the  Republic  with  im- 
mediate Ruin.  In  this  Diflrefs  the  People 
turn  their  Eyes  to  the  Young  Prince  of 
Orange  ;  the  States  are  forced  by  the 
necefTity  of  their  Affairs  to  make  Him  theic 
Captain  General^  He  is  fuccesful  in  his  firil 
Enterprises,  and  contrary  to  all  Expe^la- 
ticn  flops  the  Torrent  of  the  French  Arms  ; 
Meffteurs  De  Wit^  are  maifacred  by  the  en- 
raged Populace  at  the  Hague ;  Tiie  perpe* 
tual  Ed/fi  is  revoked ;  the  FriMS  is  created 
Stadtholder,  and  that  Dignity  made  heredi* 
tary  in  his  Family. 

What  has  been  faid  of  the  Trinces  of 
Orange,  and  the  Earl  of  Licejkr^  contains 
in  a  Manner  the  entire  Hiltory  of  the 
Stadtholderjhip^  from  the  Formation  of  the 
Repuhlic.  The  Abufes  of  that  OrHce  may  ajfo 


C«)  See  the    Edift  ac  large,    Aanales    des  Provincej. 
Uaies  pir  Bafmge^   Fol.  826. 

R  2  be 
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be  gathered  from  the  preceding  Pages.  It 
remains  only  to  give  the  Reader  a  more 
prcciie  Idea  of  the  Authority  snd  Privi- 
ledges  annexed  to  It  by  the  Conilitution. 

When  the  Earl  of  Leicester  came  in- 
to the  United  Provinces,  The  Stai-es  Gene- 
ral invcjied  him  with  the  fnpr earn  Command  of 
their  Forces,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  well 
as  with  an  abfolute  Author  it y  for  the  Dire^ion 
and  ManagerriSKt  of  all  Affairs  that  related  to 
the  Army  avd  Kivy.  Befides  this,  They  entru- 
Jled  Him  with  the  Admimfiration  and  DireBion 
cf  their  civil  Policy,  and  Courts  of  Juflice,  to 
ie  by  Him  admini/Ired  as  the  preceding  Go' 
uernours  of  the  Low  Countries  had  lawfully 
done,  especially  In  the  Time  of  Charles  V. 

The  Oath  which  Prince  Maurice  took 
at  his  Enrrance  into  this  Employment,  was 
conceived  in  the  following  Terms.  '  I  pro- 
'  mife  and  fwear  to  the  Confederate 
'  States  of  the  Lovv^  Countries,  in  the 

*  Defence  of  the  reformed  Religion^  and  name- 

*  ly  to  the  high  and  low  Nohility,    and  to  the 

*  Magiflrates  of  the  Towns  of  HolLind,  and 

*  IVej'ifrizeland,  who  leprefent  the  States  of 
'  thoje  Nations,  to  be  to  Them,  faithtul  and 
'  obedient,  and  that  I  will  obey,  and  will  fo 

*  provide,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  the 
'  t  aptains,  and  others  who  are  fubjecl  to  our 

*  Command,  do  obev  the  Laws^tid  Ordinances 

'  of 
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*  of  the  confederate  States  in  general,  and  par^ 
^  ticularly  Thofe   of  Holland,   (a) 

It  appears  from  hence,  that  the  Stadtholder 
was  under  a  double  Obligation,  firft  to  obey 
the  States  general  in  fuch  Thing  >  as  relpected 
the  Wary  and  the  common  Interefts  of  the 
Confederacy^  andfecondly,  to  obey  more  par- 
ticularly the  States  ot  Holland^  compofed  of 
the  t^ohility^  with  the  Magiflrates  of  the  Towns^ 
and  alfo  to  take  care  that  others  lliould  obey 
Them.  In  his  Inftrudions,  it  was  amongft  o- 
ther  Things  ftipulated,  that  he  jfhould  defend, 
maintain  and  extend  tlie  Right  of  the  public 
Authority,  the  Laivs^  and  the  common  Prof, 
perity.  The  Souldiers  took  a  parallel  Oath  to 
the  States^  and  obeyed  Trims  Maurice  in  aU 
that  regarded  the  War, 

The  Stadtholder,  in  other  Refpeds, 
had  no  Power  either  to  levy  or  difcjiarge 
the  TroopS'  This  was  left  entirely  to  the 
States,  who  indeed  confulted  their  General^ 
but  were  m  no  degree  obliged  to  follow  his 
Council,  or  defer  to  his  Advice,-  nor  had  He 
any  Power  over  the  Payment  of  the  Forceso 
They  likewife  referved  it  to  themfelves,  to 
put  Governokrs  into  their  Frontier  Towns;   but 


(a)  Sec  Cliap*  J«i.  of  Grotius^  Apol, 

K  t  othesj 


B  A  T  AV  I  A       Part  L 

other  Oficers  were  chofen  by  the  StadthoUer^^ 
from  a  double  Nomiaation  of  the  States,  Du- 
ring the  Compaign  indeed,  the  General  hWdi  up 
ail  Fofts  that  became  vacant,  but  He  could  nei- 
ther take  the  Fields  form  a  Camp^  befiege  an 
Enemy's  Town^  make  an  Inroad  into  hi?i  Coun^ 
irj^  or  undertake  any  Thing  of  great  Im- 
portance, without  the  Conlent  and  exprefs 
Order  of  the  States  general  When  he  had 
formed  any  DeTign,  which  ought  not  to  be 
made  public,  He  told  the  States  general^  He 
had  fomething  to  undertake,  which  was  for 
the  Good  of  the  State,  without  entring  into 
Particulars,  left  the  Defign  by  being  difcove- 
r^d  might  become  impradicable.  He  delcri- 
bcd  only  in  general  Terms,  the  Advantages 
that  might  be -derived  from  It,  and  named 
in  Grofs,  the  Ex  pence  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  pnwide  forj  defiring  the  AQcmhly  to  af- 
fign  Him  two  or  three  Perfons,  to  whom  He 
might  make  a  more  particular  Difcovery. 
Thefe  were  granted  Him ;  and  afterwards 
thofe  Deputies  made  their  Report  to  the  Af- 
ferrMyy  without  entring  however  into  the  Par- 
ticulars of  the  Enterprize,  and  when  the 
States  gave  their  Conlent,  the  General  pre-» 
pared  Himfelf  to  depart,  leaving  it  to  them 
to  provide  all  that  was  neceffary  for  the 
Undertakinc^  When  he  took  Leave,  They 
^ffigned  Him  three  or  four  Deputies  to  repre- 
sent 
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fent  the  State^  and  he  His  Comcellors  in  the 
Army.  In  other  Rerpe6ls  the  StadthoUer  mo- 
delled the  Council  of  War  at  his  Fleafure,  nnd 
Was  Mafler  of  the  military  Difcipline.  The 
States  gave  their  General  for  his  military  Sa- 
lary, Ten  thoufand  Florins  per  Months  to  which 
were  added  forty  'Thoufand  for  the  extraordi- 
nary Expences  of  the  Campaign ;  befides  up- 
wards of  ten  Thoufand  more  tor  the  Enter- 
tainment of  Spies  and  other  fecret  Services^ 
for  which  he  was  not  accountahk-  Since  the 
Time  of  Prince  Maurice,  and  his  Bro- 
ther Frederic  Henry,  there  have  been 
two  Stadtholders  in  the  Vnited  Provinces  ; 
the  Princes  of  Orange  were  at  the  Head 
G^ five  Tr evinced,  and  the  Counts  of  Nas- 
sau., governed  Thofe  of  Frizeland  and  Cro^ 
fiinghen ;  but  the  fupream  Command  of  the 
ylrmy  belonged  to  the  Princes  of  Orange 

The  Authority  of  the  Stadtholder^  in  his 
civil  Capacity,  was  much  fuperior  to  That  of 
Genera!^  and  of  far  greater  CoBfeqiience  to 
the  State-  He  was  Chief  of  the  Courts  o^ 
Jujiice^  infcmuch  that  his  Name  was  born  as 
the  Head  of  all  Orders  and  Sentences;  Grand 
Master  of  the  fcrejJs;  fuprcani  Curator. 
of  the  Vniverfity  ot  Leyden^  and  without 
Him  they  could  make  no  Law  the  ye. 

Upon    any  extraordinary    Occafion,    the 
St ADXH OLDER  appeared  in  the  AiTembly  ot' 

R  4  th$- 
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the  Stales  general^  where  He  had  a  Right  to 
puike  Fropojitions  for  the  public  Good ;  and  It 
was  ufijal  to  inform  Him  beforehand,  what 
Subject  was  to  be  debated  upon,  both  in  this 
^nd  i\\t  provincial  Ajjemhlies. 

He  was  hkewile,  the  Arbitrator  of  all 
Pifputes  that  arole  between  the  Provinces, 
by  Virtue  of  an  Article  in  the  Union  of 
Utrecht,  which  lodges  that  Right  in  the 
Covernours  of  Provinces.  He  had  the  Power 
if  pardoning  Criminals  condemned  to  die ;  »-  and 
what  is  ftill  of  greater  Importance,  He 
had  a  Right  of  chufmg  the  Magijlrates  of 
(Cities.,  upon  a  double  Nomination  of  their 
refpetlive  Senates  j  with  Exception  to  the 
Town  of  Amsterdam,  where  He  only 
chofe  the  Sheriffs^  and  the  Eledlion  of  the 
Burgomajlers,  remained  as  It  is  at  prefent, 
in  tlie  Hands  of  the  Senate. 

The  Princes  of  Oiiange  had  confide- 
rable  P^fleflions  in  the  Vnited  Provinces^ 
which  dill  augmcnied  their  /Authority  as 
Stadtbalders  ;  but  They  u  ere  no  where  fo 
Powerful  as  in  Zealand,  where  of  feven 
Suffrages  which  then  compofed  the  States, 
They  were  abfolute  Mailers  of  Three  j  the 
fiift,  in  Quahty  of  primier  Noble  of  the  Pro- 
vince,   and   the  other  two   as  Mari^mjfes  o( 

Tekveer  and  Flushing. 

j- 

The  End  of  the  First  Part. 
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P  A  R  T    II. 

Of  the  Fisheries,  Manufacturies, 
a?2ci  General  Commerce  of  the 

Province  of  Holland. 
INTRODUCTION: 

HE  Province  of  Holland, 
is  fituated  trom  fifcy  one  to 
fifty  three  Degrees  of  J:^orth 
Latitude;  full  of  Rivers,  and 
lo  extrcamly  low  and  flat, 
that  when  the  Tide  is  in, 
the   Water  is  ahrioH:    every  wliere    higher 

thari 
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than  tlie  Land.     It  is  impoillble  to  enumerate 
the    many   Inconvenieiicif^Sj  which   the   In- 
habitants fuftain   frcra    the   Neighbourhood 
of  the  Sea  ,*  the  number  of  their  Kivers,  and 
the  Flatnels  of  their  Country.     The  Win- 
ters are  long  and   fevcre,    and  the  Summers 
fliort  and  unfruitful  jv  the  cold  Winds  very 
often   deftroy  the  Blc-ffows  cf  the    S^r'mg^ 
and    obligd:  them  to   gather  ihc  Fruks    of 
Autumn  before  their    Maturity,    The   large 
Dykes    or    Ramparts,  which    they '  throw 
up    to  keep   out   the    Water,    are  an    im- 
moderate   Expence    to    the  Country ;    and 
what  is  (lill  vvor(e,    the   Sea   and  the  Ice 
very   often    cut,    and  break  through  their 
ftrongell   Works,    or    force   over  them    in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  ofcen  takes  up  Years 
to  free  the  Country    from  the  Inundation, 
and  reftore  it  to  its  former  Circumlfances. 
It  is  computed,     that  one  Perch  of  a  Sea- 
Dyke  cofts  about  ffty  founds  Sterlhg  ;  and 
in    that    Quarter    of    Holland    calied    the 
Bh'meland,   which  has  bur  httle  Comunica- 
tion   with  the  Sea  ,*  Land  is  taxed    at  forty 
Pence  per  Acre  for  the  firil:  CoO:  of  erect- 
ing   the   Dykes ;    thirty  Fence^    for  throw- 
ing   or  milling   ofF   the    Floods,    that  are 
caufed  by   exccffive  Rains;    2nd  twenty  Pence 
per  Acre  for  keeping  the  Dykes,  and  High- 
ways in  Repair  ,•  beiides  an  infinity  of  For^f- 

feits 
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feits,  and  Chicanes  cf  the  Collectors.  So 
that  Land  is  charged  in  this  DiftriCt  at 
near  nine  Shillings  Sterling  per  Acre,  and 
It  is  ftill  higher  in  North  Holland,  where  I 
have  known  Proprietors  that  would  be  glad 
to  make  a  Surrendry  of  their  Landsfitu- 
ated  in  that  Part  of  the  Province,  to  any 
Perfon  that  would  take  Them  off  their 
Hands,  or  abandon  them  entirely  if  the 
State   would  permit  It. 

But  this   Situation,    however   inconveni- 
ent   and  unpieafant,    has    its    Advantages 
with    Relation    to   Commerce;    for    there 
being  very  little  Land  in  Holland,   and  that 
extreamly  bad,  the  Merchant  has  no  Temp- 
tation to  draw  his  Money  out   of  Trade ; 
which   continues  to  accumulate   from   one 
Generation  to  another,  and  by  this  Means 
becomes  fo    plenty,    and   Interefl:   fo    very 
low,    that  the   Dutch  are  from   thence,   in 
a  -great    Meafure   enabled     to    fell    chea- 
per   than    their  Neighbours.     Whereas    in 
England ^    where  there  are  fo  many  Encou- 
ragements to  fettle    in    the  Country,   the 
generality   of  Traders    are  no  fooner  pof- 
lefTed  of    twenty  or  thirty    thoufand  Pounds; 
than  they    begin    to  think    of   a  Retreat, 
of    Building,    Planting,    and   other  Amufe- 
ments,    juft  when    their    Fortune    enables 
Them  to  tra/Eck  to  Advantage. 

HOL- 
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Holland,  which  is  thus  in  a  perpetual 
Struggle  with  the  Sea  and  the  Rivers,  con- 
tains about  four  hundred  thoufand  Acres, 
exclufive  of  the  Turf  Pits,  Wood  Lands, 
Heaths  and  Marjhes^  This  is  generally 
a  Sandy,  barren  Soil,  which  cannot  be  im- 
proved without  vaft  Expence,  and  is  very 
unfit  for  Tillage.  But  tho'  we  fuppofe  the 
whole  well  cult'ivated,  and  fowed  with 
Wheat;  aliow^ing  fixty  Bufhels  to  be  the 
Annual  Produd  of  each  Acre  ;  we  fliali 
ftill  find,  that  even  this  would  not  afford 
one  Pound  of  Bread  per  Diem,  to  each  hi- 
habitant.  So  unequal  are  the  Produdtions 
of  the  Country  to  the  Number  of  the 
People.  Monjieur  De  Wit,  who  made  his 
Calculation  about  threetcore  Years  ago, 
computed  the  People  of  Holiind  at  two 
Millions  and  a  Half '-^  and  if  we  may  al- 
low them  to  have  encreafed  one  Sixth  in 
that  Time,  they  muft  now  be  reckoned  at 
three  Millions,  and  may  be  (ijppofed,  accord- 
ing to  that  great  Minijler,  lo  renouned  for 
his  Algebraical  Calculations,  to  lubfift  in 
the   following  Manner.  (^) 


(«)  See  De  Wit's  Memoires. 
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Five  hundred  Thoufand  are  em--^ 
ployed     in     the    feveral     Sea  | 
F/fierkSy    including   thofe  who 
build  the    VeiTels,    and  fupply 
them  with  all  manner  of  Ne-  ^jocooo 
cefTaries ;     as    Rigging.,     Cables  [ 
and  Anchors;     with    the    Bar-  I 
rets,  hJlrumentSy   and  Salt   ufed  I 
in  that  Trade.  -^ 

a  We  may  reckon  two  hundred -j 
and  fifty  Thoufand,  employed 
in  the  Agriculture  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  Inland  FijJoery;  in- 
cluding thofe  who  ^/^  the  7«r/ ^150000 
for  Firing ;  and  thofe  who 
furniiTi  the  Nets^  Infiruments 
and  every  Thing  made  ufe  of 
in  thefe  Kinds  of  Labour.  -^ 

3  Eight  hundred  Thoufand  are-j 
employed  in  the  feveral  Mam-  I 
fa^ures  of  the  Provinces,  whe-  j 

ther  for  Inland  Confumptton^  or  J>8ooCQO 
Exportation  ;  including  the  Mer-  [ 
chants  who   deal   in   thofe  Ma-  [ 
nufa^iureS'  -* 

4  Three  hundred    Thoufand  arel 
employed  in  Building,     Equip-  Lqqqq 
ing   and    Navigating    all    Kinds  j  ^ 

ot  Ships  and  trading  Vefleh.       J 

iSjooco 
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J  Eight    hundred    Thoufiind,    in" 
procuring,    and    furniinicg    all 
Things  necccflar}'  for  the  Sup- 
port of  Life;    Ahments  cf  all  ,  o  ^ 
Sorts,    with    deaths.^  Buildings^  r 
Furniture,     and    a'i    the     Jonc- 
Train    of  Cofjveniencks ,    Super 
fluities  and  EmheUijhmems.  ^ 

6  The   remaining   three    hundred'-^ 
and  fifcy  Thoulandj  are  the  No-  j 
lilitj;  Thofe  in  Employ  men?  s^  L-cooco 
Lawyers,-  All  thofe  that  live  on.^^' 
their  Rents,  with  their  Servants, 
the  military  Men,  and  the  Poor 


J 
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And  tho'  this  Calculation  iliould  be  more  or 
lefs  erroneous,  with  Reipeft  to  the  exact 
Numbers  empioyed  on  each  Species  of  La- 
bour, yet 'tis  very  certain,  the  annual  Pro- 
duce of  the  Country  is  not  (uiticient  to^  nou- 
rifii  a  Tenth  Part  of  its  Inhabitants:  And  thus 
the  Reft,  being  under  a  NeceiT.iy  of  fetching 
their  Subfiftance  irom  Abroad,  are  forced 
to  put  tortii  all  their  fnduftry,  and  extend 
their  Commerce  on  every  Side,   by  which 

They 
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They  mutually  contribute  to  the  Support  and 
Affiftancc  one  oF  another. 

But  in  order  to  know  the  feveral  Caufes 
which  have  concurred  to  bring  fo  great  a 
Number  of  Pco^ile  together,  and  crowd  them 
imo ib  narrow  a  Compais,  It  may  be  worth 
our  wJiile  to  go  back,  nrid  take  a  View  of  the 
ancient  State  of  the  European  Commerce  ia  ge- 
neriiL . 

Nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  about 
feven  hundred  Years  ago,  Commerce  was 
unknown  in  Europs  ;  unlefs  to  a  k^^  Mer* 
chants  in  the  fmali  HrpuHicks  of  Italy, 
whofe  Trade,  except  that  which  They  car- 
ried on  to  India  ly  the  Caravans,  was  en- 
tirely confined  to  the  Levant,  and  the  Me- 
diterranean :  fo  that  in  every  Country 
tlie  Inhabitants  were  forced  to  depen'.i  upofi 
Agriculture  for  their  Subiiftance ;  to  jow  and 
reap  that  They  might  eat ;  and  tlius  in  the 
North  and  Eaft,  where  they  had  no  Merch- 
chaiits,  and  confequcntly  no  foreign  Com- 
merce, the  People  finding  their  Numbers 
augment,  and  apprehending  a  Famine  either 
from  an  unfertile  Year,  cr  a  late  Harvefl, 
thought  it  proper  todifcharge  Themfclves  of 
as  Many  as  They  could,  whom  they  encou- 
raged to  make  Inroads  upon  their  Neighbours, 
and  to  ellablilli  Colonies  amongd  Them  ; 
which  feenis  to  have  been  the  true  Reafcn  of 

S  tiiofe 
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thofe  prodigious  Swarms  of  Northern  People, 
whole  Footlteps  are  ftill  to  be  traced  in  Italy, 
France  J  Spain',  in  the  Provinces  en  this  fide 
the  Rhine  ^  and  in  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
People  v/ere  at  their  Height  about  a  Thou- 
fand  Years  after  our  Saviour,  and  'tis  cer- 
tain they  knew  very  little  of  Commerce. 
Money  was  not  invented,  or  made  the  Stan^ 
dard  ot  Value  amongft  Them.  They  ex- 
changed their  Superfluities  with  each  other 
by  way  of  Barter,  We  are  told  two  Tullets 
were  given  for  a  Goofe  i  Two  Geefe  for  a 
young  Hog  ;  three  Lamhs  for  a  Sheep ;  and 
three  Calves  for  a  Cow.  The  Exchange  of 
one  fort  of  Grain  for  another,  had  alio  its 
eftabliflied  Proportion;  infomuch  that  'twas 
commonly  known  what  Quantity  of  Oats 
iliould  be  given  fnr  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Barley; 
what  Barley  for  Rye ;  and  now  much  ot  This 
anfwered  to  fo  much  Wheat.  And  unlels  it 
w^as  in  Provijions,  and  luch  Things  as  ferved 
the  Necejfities  ot  Life,  there  was  no  Commerce 
at  ail 

The  Flemmtngs,  who  are  the  neareft 
Neighbours  of  France,  and  inhabit  a  fer- 
tile and  pleafant  Country,  were  the  Firft  that 
invented  the  Art  of  fabricating  StuiTs ;  whicJi 
augmented  extreamly  under  Baldwin  Earl 
cf  Flander?,  who  in  the  Year  960,  in- 
vented and   eiiabliilied  annual  Fairs  in  the 

Towns 
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Town?  of  tliQ  Low  Countries,  with  an  Exempti- 
on from  all  Duties  of  Importation  or  Export ati on y 
and  ail  Impofirions  whatever;  by  which  the 
Commerce  of  this  Country  was  extreamiy  aug- 
mented, and  continued  to  encreafe  for  three 
hundred  Years  tcgether,  till  the  Invention  of 
public  Halls  and  Companies,  where  under 
the  Pretence  of  examining  if  the  Merchandi- 
zes were  not  Counterfeit,  They  made  At- 
tempts to  confine  the  Manufa6lures  to  the 
Cities^  But  as  all  Conftraint  is  hurtful  to 
Commerce,  fo  This  produced  a  quite  different 
Effed-,  and  drove  the  Manufacturers  into  the 
Villages^  from  whence  They  were  again  for- 
ced to  remove,  by  the  War  that  broke  ojt 
afterwards  between  France  and  Flanders^ 
which  obliged  Them  at  laft  to  fit  down  at 
LouvaiHy  and  Tirlemont,  in  Bralant<>  But  it 
feems  They  were  not  better  treated  here,  and 
the  Exammations  They  underwent  at  the 
pMic  Hallsy  with  the  high  Impofts  laid  upon 
Tiiem,foon  occifioned  a  very  great  Revolution 
in  Commerce.  For  thefe  Vexations  having 
caufed  a  Sedition  in  Ghent,  which  ended  in 
the  Murder  of  two  Sherijf's  and  eleven  <i  the 
principai  Inhabitants  j  and  parallel  Commo- 
tions happening  afterwards  at  ^ni?;;?/,  w;.ere 
no  lefs  than  fifteen  Thouiand  L'lriabitants 
were  left  dead  on  clie  Spot,  and  agiin  at 
Ij>res  in  130 ],    upon  the   fame    Ocv:i;ion, 

S  2  where 
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U'here  the  whole  Senate  was  mafTacred ; 
Many  of  die  guilty  Workmen  took  Refuge 
in  England  ;  where  They  introduced  the 
iirfl  Knowledge  of  Drapery  ;  and  others  efta- 
bUlhed  Thcmfelvcs  in  the  Countries  on  each 
Side  the  Maefe^  particularly  at  Lejden,  in 
the  Province  of  Holland. 

Before  this  Time,  in  the  Year  120c,  the 
German  Knights  of  the  Crusade,  under 
Pretext  of  converting  the  Pagans,  had  con- 
quered feveral  Countries,  fome  of  which  fi- 
tuared  on  the  River  Lcder^  being  barren  and 
unfertile,  They  left  to  the  Projelite  Princes; 
bur  referved  the  fruitful  Countries  of  Prussia 
and  Livonia,  with  the  Rivers  Wefel^  Progoly 
and  Down^  which  made  Them  Matters  of  all 
the  Produce  of  Poland,  Lithuania,  and 
Muscovy  :  and  from  this  Time  the  great  ea- 
ftern  Tow  ns  which  lay  neareft  Them,  began 
to  takeoff  the  grofs  Commodities  ofThofe 
Countries ;  which  they  again  tranfported  into 
the  Netberlafids,  and  to  France^  Englandy  Spain^ 
and  Italy ;  from  u  hence  they  brought  back 
what  They  had  molt  Cccafion  for. 

Afterwards  in  i  v^'O,  when  the  War  be- 
tween Sv.eden  and  Denmark,  hcjd  vejry 
much  reduced  the  maritime  Power  of  ihole 
Crowns;  vV/x/)' /fx  great  eaftern  Towns  en- 
tered in'.o  an  Aiiociarion,  for  the  Defence  and 
Pioiedion   of  Navigation  and    Commerce. 

The 
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The  principal  of  Thefe  were  Harnhnrgh,  Djinr 
zick,  Luheck^  Frankfort,  Leipfickj  and  Bycmen- 
They  were  called  Ha>ife  Towns,  and  by 
engrofling  the  eaflern  Trade,  became  Mailers 
of  the  Sea,  and  confequently  of  Commerce; 
in  which  Pofture  they  maintained  themfelves 
till  the  Year  140c,  when  the  Method  of  fatt- 
ing Herrings,  being  invented  in  Holland,  and 
this  Fifhery  added  to  the  Manu^a^ures  of 
that  Province,  the  Dutch  Commerce  then  be- 
gan to  exceed  that  of  the  Hanse  Towns,  and 
continued  to  encreafe  every  Day  by  their  ma- 
ritime Trade  with  Bruges  ;  till  1482,  when 
the  Fkmmings  made  War  with  the  Arch-Duk  e 
Maximilian,  for  the  Guardianfhip  of  his 
Son,  and  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Countries 
that  belonged  to  Him.  This  War  la  fled  ttn. 
Years,  and  very  much  affedted  Sluice,  the 
Sea-port  of  Bruges,  which  thofe  of  Ant" 
WERP  and  Amsterdam  perceiving,  and  be- 
ing ready  to  procure  their  own  Advantage  at 
the  Expence  of  Bruges,  They  afhfted  the 
Arch-Duk£  in  all  his  ruinous  and  unjutl 
Defigns,  by  which  they  at  lafl  gained  their 
End,  and  divided  the  Commerce  of  that 
Town. 

Now  commenced  that  vail  Trade  at  Ant-* 
werp,  which  for  more  than  an  Age  together 
made  it  the  Envy  of  Europe.  The  Itali-^ 
AN s  having  brought  ,Si/y^-iiwwj  from  Persia 

S  3  and 
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and  China, begaa  to  make  confiderable  Qoan- 
titics  of  Silks,  with  the  Produ<i>ion  of  ihofe 
Infeds,  which  they  configned  for  vSale  to  this 
City  5*  and  the  Eajl  and  If'eji  Indies  being  dif- 
covered  about  the  fame  Time,  the  Spaniards 
and  Pop.TUGUESE  brought  hither  all  their 
Spices,  and  the  English,  who  fince  the  Fie- 
milh  Drapers  fettled  amongft  Them,  had 
ftruck  into  the  wooiien  Manufaduary,  kept 
their  \Varehoufes  at  Antwerp  likewife  ; 
which  thus  became  thp  mofl  flourifliing  Town 
for  Trade  in  the  Univerfe.  They  eftabliOied 
feveral  filk  Manufadures,  and  had  Numbers 
of  Ships  condnually  running  between  France^ 
Spain^  Italy  and  En^and.  This  Tou^n  how- 
ever, as  well  as  the  Reft  oiBrahant^  and  Flaw 
ders^  was  fitualed  at  too  great  a  Diilance 
from  the  Sea,  to  admit  carrying  on  the  Her- 
rhgand  CodFtfberkSy  with  the  other  Branch- 
es of  Commerce  in  general,  to  lb  great  Ad- 
vantage as  in  Holland*  The  Peopie  of  the 
Baltick  had  their  Magazines  at  Antwerp  a- 
mcngft  the  Reft:  but  as  on  the  one  5ide, 
They  had  more  Occafion  for  the  Dutch  Cod 
and  Herrings^  than  for  the  fine  Italian  Goods  ; 
fo  the  Hollanders  took  off  far  greater  Quanti- 
ties of  their  Corn^  and  other  Produdlioris  of 
the  Eajl^  than  the  Antiverpsrs  had  Occafion 
for.   ■     •■ 

Upon 
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Upon  this  Footing  Commerce  continued 
till  the  Year  ij8f,  that  Antwerp  was  taken 
by  the  Duke  of  Pahma.     For  the  King  of 
Spain,  willing  to  weaken  a  City  that  was 
too  powerful  for  Him,  by  dividing  Its  Com- 
merce and  fpreading  it  into  other  Towns,  ne- 
glected to  open  the  Scheld,  by  reducing  the 
Zealanders^  whilft  He  had  it  in  his  Power,- 
and    Antwerp  having  no  Ccnimunication 
with  the  Sea,  but  by  that  River,   the  Mer- 
chants began  to  retire  from  thence,  and  fettle 
Themfelvesat  Amsterdam,  which  was  al- 
ready the  moft  confiderable  trading  Town  of 
the   Vnited  Vrovinces*     The   Periecution   m 
tlie  L'wo  Countries  on  Account  of  Religm^  and 
the  War  then  carried   on  by    Spain  again  ft 
France^   England,    and  the  ZJnited  Provinces^ 
by  WJiich  Philip  II,  was  at  laft  fo  reduced, 
that  He  was  no  longer  Mafter  of   the  Sea, 
n-rn  a  Condirion  to  prote6t  the  Naviigation 
of  his  Subjects,  compleated  the  Ruin  of  ■  'om^ 
m&rce  in  the  Spanijh  Met  her  lands     The  Qae* 
flion,  was  whither  the  Traders  (houid  retire. 
Zealand  wa:i  their  neareft  Neighbour,  but 
the  Inclemency  of  the  Sealons  in  thcfe  Iflands, 
efpecially  to  the  North,    where  the  VYmters 
are  long  and  tempeftuous,  added  to  the  DnEr 
cultyot  tranfporting  their  Merchandizes  ivHo 
the  neighbouring  Countries,  were  Rea'cns  a- 
gainft  their  fettling  there.    In   France  and 
S  4  England^ 
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England,  L'llerty  of  Confdeme  was  not  per- 
mitted, and  the  Duiies  of  Importation  on 
foreign  Commodities  were  very  high.  A 
third  Part  of  the  Manufattures  however,  fell 
to  the  Share  of  England,  where  the  Flem- 
MiNGS  then  introduced  the  Damasks^  Serges^ 
and  Bays*  The  Fi/henes  iell  to  Holland  en- 
tirely, with  the  Linfft'n  Manufacluary,  which 
fettled  it  felf  at  Harlem;  and  Part  of  ihe 
Drapery^  which  became  fixed  a£  Ley  den. 


SECT 


SECT.    L 


O  F    T  H  E 


Dutch    Fisheries. 


EF O  R  E  we  enter  into  a  De- 
I  tail  ot  the  Dntcb  Trade  in  ge- 
neral, It  will  be  proper  to  take 
a  View  of  their  Fifieries,  and 
Maftufattures ;  u  hich  were  the 
original  Source?,  and  are  now 
the  Support  of  all  their  vaft  Navigation  and 
Commerce.    The  Dutch  Hillorian  Emanuei, 
Van   Meteren,  informs  us  thit  in    1610, 
there  went  {xom  Holland  fifteen  hundred  Eujjes 
or  fmall  Veflels,  upon  tlic  Herring  Fifhery ; 
and  cur  Countryman  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
who    was   employed   by  King  James  I,    to 
fncjuire  into  it,  made   his  Report  to  Him, 
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that  in  the  fame  Year  i5io,  the  Dutch  had 
no  lefs  than  ihiee  Thoufand  Veflcls  em- 
ployed in  the  Herrhg  Ftjhery  only.  But  in 
This  He  coniicsidii^s  Van  Meteren ;  and  indeed 
confidering  how  great  a  Lover  Sir  Walter. 
was  of  Commerce,  we  cannot  wonder  if  He 
exaggerated  the  Account,  in  order  to  rouze 
up  the  (upine  Temper  ot  the  Kitjg^  and  in- 
fpire  Him  with  an  Emulation,  whicli  Count 
Gondemar  the  Spanifh  Minifter  knew  but  too 
well  Jiow  to  fupprefs.  It  is  impofTible  to 
name  the  exact  Number  of  VefTels  the  Dutch 
now  employ  on  this  Fi[hery^  which  vary 
every  Year;  but  by  all  I  could  obferve  when 
in  Holland^  and  all  I  was  able  to  learn,  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe  the  Buffes  employed 
to  take  Herrings,  do  not  exceed  eiglot 
Hundred^  communihus  Amns  ;  but  thefe  are 
trora  thirty  to  fifty  Tuns,  whereas  in  the 
Time  of  Fan  Msteren,  They  were  only 
from  twenty  to  thirty  Tuns ;  fo  that  tho' 
the  Number  of  Vedels  nov/  employed  be 
not  fo  great,  yet  this  is  more  thar^  made 
up  in  their  Size,  and  there  is,  I  believe, 
a  greater  Quantity  of  Fiili  taken  at  pre- 
fent,  more  Hands  than  evtr  employed, 
and  a  proportionable  Confumpticn  of  every 
Thing  that  depends  on  this  FiOury.  The 
Importance  of  tlie  Herring  Tradt^  will  bed 
appear  to  Us,    if  we  confider   liow    many 

different 
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diiTerent  Parts  of  Commerce  It  gives  Mo- 
tion to ;  and  how  great  a  Number  of  Peo- 
ple depend  on  each  of  them.  In  the  firft 
Indance,  we  may  reckon  thole  Merchants 
who  iend  Numbers  of  Ships  every  Year  to 
the  Norths  to  bring  Heme  the  Timher^ 
and  other  Materials  employed  in  the  firli 
Conftrudlion  and  annual  Repair  of  the  Buf- 
fes ;  with  the  feveral  Trades  that  depend  on 
the  ficting  out  thefe  VefTels,  and  the  Seamen 
that  navigate  them:  To  thefe  muft  be  added 
all  thofe  employed  in  Building  and  Re- 
pairing the  Bti^es ;  the  Carpenters^  CauU 
kers^  Smiths,  Ropemakers^  anci  Sailr/iakers; 
w^ith  the  Cooper Sy  who  make  the  prodigious 
Number  of  Casks  ufed  for  Package  of  the 
Herrings;  the  Net- Makers^  and  all  other  lit- 
tle Trades  who  furniih  the  feveral  Inflru- 
ments  neceilary  in  the  Mamfa^ury ;  nor  muft 
we  forget  the  great  Qaancity  of  Salt  ufed 
in  curing  the  Herrings,  of  which  there 
is  fo  proJigious  a  Cr^nfumption,  that  this 
Article  alone  employs  feveral  hundred  Sail 
of  Ships,  who  fetch  it  every  Year  from 
the  Coaif  of  France,  and  mother  Farts,  and 
employ  in  tiieir  Turn  the  feveral  Trader  be- 
iore  enumerated.  To  thefe  muft  be  added  the 
vaft  Number  of  Perfons  employed  in  Na- 
vigating the  BMJjes^  and  in  taking,  dreding, 

and 
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and  packing  the  Herrhgs ;  with  the  Ships 
that  afterwards  tranfport  Them  from  Hot- 
land  almoit  into  every  Part  of  Europe. 
AM  which  being  computed,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  a  thoufand  Bujfes  (ent 
out  upon  this  Fiiliery,  give  Employment 
and  Subfiftance  to  thirty  thoufand  Families 
at  leaft,  not  including  that  vaft  Number 
of  People,  who  get  their  Living  by  the 
neceilary  Confcmption  of  all  Kmds  of 
Cloathiiigy  and  FrovifwnSy  that  They  Oc- 
cafion. 

There  are  two  Seafons  for  the  Herring 
Fifherj^  the  firft  of  which  continues  for  a 
Month  or  five  Weeks,  on  the  Coaft  of 
Scotland^  from  the  latter  End  of  June,  to 
the  latter  End  of  July ;  and  the  Second 
holds  from  the  Middle  of  Septemhr^  to 
the  latter  End  of  Ifovemher,  on  the  Coaft 
of  England,  about  Tarmouth  and  Loeftaff* 
Perhaps  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Error,  if  It 
were  fo,  was  occafioned  by  firft  taking  the 
Number  of  Bufles  employed  on  the  Scotch 
Coall,  and  adding  Them  to  thofe  afterwards 
Icen  on  the  coafts  of  England;  v;hercas  They 
are  in  Reality  the  very  fame  Veflels  that 
freight  Themfelves  firft  from  the  S holes  They 
find  on  tlic  Coaft  of  Scotland^  and  afterwards 
niake  tv;o  Trips  to  that  of  England,  in  the 
(eccnd  Seafon;    fo  tliat  each  Mfs  ufually 

brings 
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brings  Home  three  Cargoes  of  Herrings  in 
one  Year. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  It  will  not  ap- 
pear ftrange,  that  the  States  General^  fhould 
have  been  always  very  affiduous  to  procure 
the  necellary  Grants  from  Qrcat  Britain^  for 
fiihing  on  our  Coafts  ;  and  to  have  this  Right 
garranteed  to  Them,  by  Thofe  whom  They 
thought  betl  able  to  protell  Them  in  it  ;  but 
how  far  We  may  have  complied  with  their 
earned  Defires  in  this  Point,  and  how  far  it 
may  have  been  garranteed  by  France^  or  what 
Right  that  Crown  liad  to  enter  into  fuch  a 
Garrantee,  will  very  naturally  fall  under  our 
Enquiry  in  the  third  Fart  of  this  Difcourfe. 
'Tis  certain  the  States  have  neglcded  nothing 
at  Home,  that  could  pofTibly  bring  this  Ma- 
nufa61:ury  to  perfedion :  There  are  an  in- 
finite Number  of  Placarts  or  Ordinances^  that 
regulate  tiie  Times  and  Order  of  Fifhing,  and 
are  fo  many  Directions  for  the  Methods  of 
curing  and  packing  the  Herrings  ;  all  which  it 
wou;d  be  very  neceilary  for  any  Set  of  Men 
to  underftand  that  may  attempt  this  Fifhery. 

After  That  of  the  Herrings,  the  Cod 
Fishery  is  of  the  greatefl  Importance  to  the 
DuTCff,  who  take  a  va[t  Quantity  of  thefe 
Fiji:!  on  the  Dogger  Banky  a  Sand  of  a  con- 
fidcrable  Extent  in  the  l^orth  Sea,  on  which 
there  is  a  proper  Depth  of  Water  for  the 

Fijhermen, 
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Fijlermen.  They  generally  employ  every 
Year  two  or  three  hundred  VeiTels  in  this 
Service,  which  are  from  Forty  to  Sixty 
Tun?,  and  are  called  Doggers  trom  the 
Place  where  They  take  their  Fijh.  It  would 
be  unnecedary  to  enumerate  the  Advan- 
tages reaped  horn  this  FiJ]:eryy  which  are 
the  iamii  in  Propcrtion  with  Thofe  de- 
rived from  the  Herrings.  The  conftant  Sale 
of  the  vaft  Qu-^nrity  of  Fijh  the  Hollm- 
cJcrs  Isk  up,  is  lecured,  ty  the  Rfiigion 
of  feme  oi  the  circumjacent  Countries, 
and  the  Scarcity  cf  Provifions,  or  the  Po- 
verty of  the  Inhabitants  in  others.  In  the 
A^jlrian  Netherlands;  a  great  Part  of 
Germany^  France  Spain,  and  Itdy ;  the 
l-'eople  are  obliged  to  abdain  fl'om  Flefli, 
for  at  Icaft  one  fourth  Part  of  the  Year. 
It  is  the  fame  with  Thole  of  Poland, 
who  are  fupp'icd  with  their  Fijh  from 
Djytzick  ;  and  the  other  People  of  the 
Baltick  take  off  great  Quantities  ;  fo  that 
thefe  Commodities  aKvays  come  to  a  rea- 
dy Market,  which  is  the  Point  of  greatefl 
Confideraticn  in   Commerce. 

The  GREENLAND  FisHERY    emplovs  a- 
lout  Two    hundred   Siil  cf  Ships    every 
Year,    from    Two  Hundred   and    Fifty,  to 
four     hundred   Tuns.     This   Traae   how- 
ever 
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ever,  is  thought  to  be  a  Kuid  of  Lot- 
tery^ and  is  therefore  undertaken  by  Per- 
fons  of  overgrown  Fortunes,  who  if  They 
fail  this  Year,  expe£l:  better  Luck  the 
next,  and  do  not  feel  the  Difappointment  ; 
but  it  is  of  undoubted  and  univerfal  Benefit 
to  the  Stat&  in  general,  as  it  promotes 
the  Encreafe  of  Navigation,  and  the  Con- 
furnption  of  every  thing  that  depends  on 
it. 

Tlie  Irdand  Fi/hery  is  likewife  of  very  great 
Importance  to  the  Dutch.  Their  lakes  and 
Rivers  afford  Them  almoft  all  Kinds  of  frefh 
Water  Fijh ;  and  thofe  that  are  proper  to  the 
Sea,  are  taken  on  every  Part  of  their  Coaft, 
with  v.'hich  their  Markets  are  fupplied  in 
the  greated  Plenty  and  Perfection  ,•  and 
what  is  more  than  fufficient  for  the  Home 
Confumption,  is  pickled  up,  and  added  to 
their  Cod  and  Herrwgs^  lor  Exportation. 
It  may  be  expe(3:ed  perhaps,  that  I  lliould 
indicate  the  exaib  Q^sntities  of  Fifb  that 
the  Dutch  export  annually ;  but  This  is 
impoiiibie,  becaufe  net  only  the  Number 
of  Vedcls  they  employ  in  Fijhhg  is  vari- 
ous in  different  Years,  but  their  Succefs 
is  uncertain,  and  'tis  ufual  enough  to 
take  twice  the  Quantity  in  one  Year,  that 
They  do  in  another.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
tEiGH  has  afiirmed  indeed,  but  upon  what 

Grounds 
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Grounds  I  know  not,  that  the  Dutch  ex- 
ported annually  no  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dred Thoujand  7ms  of  fatted  Fi(h^  of  one 
Kind  or  another.  Gerard  Malines  has  feme 
where  or  ether  faid  the  fame  Thing;  and 
Monsieur  de  Wit,  who  was  fonJ  enough 
of  msgnifying  every  Thing  that  in  ght  le- 
fleft  any  Honour  on  his  Country,  quotes  both 
thefe  Authors  in  his  Mewoires^  and  infers, 
that  in  his  Time,  there  mult  be  a  great 
deal  more  than  three  hundred  tkoufar.d  Tuns 
exported  yearly  from  Hoiiandf  becaufe  the 
Dutch  Commeicc  in  general  was  augmented 
one  third  fmce  the  Year  i6ic,  when  Sir 
Walter  Raki'ih  wrote.  For  my  own  Part,  It 
becomes  me  to  have  all  manner  'c*f  Deference 
for  Sir  Walter  Rakighy  but  uniefs  we  can  allow 
that  the  Dutch  fent  out  three  Thoufand  Feffels 
annually  upon  the  Herrirg  Fifhery  ;  tliat  thefe 
Vcflels  made  conftantly  three  Vcya(iei  in 
the  Tear  ;  and  that  every  Voyage  They 
catched  their  e.-^tire  Loading  of  Herrings^ 
the  Computation  cannot  be  juft.  But  as 
to  the  firi'l  of  Thelc,  Van  Meteren.,  who 
was  a  Dutchman,  (peaking  of  the  Year 
i6fo,  which  5/r  Walter  mftances  in  his 
Reprefentation  to  King  James,  fixes  the 
Numbt^r  of  Veuels  employed  in  this  FijJ.ery 
at  about  ffteen  hlundred^  And  for  the 
lafl,    \\.     V,  e    confider    how   precarious     a 

Trade 
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Trade  Fijhwg  is,  We  fhall  find  it  hard  to 
believe  that  Sir  Walter's  three  thoufand 
VeJSels^  ihculd  never  fail  to  take  their  full 
Cargoes  three  Times  a  Tear*  In  fhort,  if 
the  Thing  could  be  afcertained,  Monjkur 
De  Wit,  who  could  not  want  Information, 
would  not  have  omitted  to  have  givea  his 
own  Authority  for  ir» 
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SEC  T.    11. 

OF    THE 

Butch    Manufactures, 


And  the  diftina 


BRANCHES  of  COMMERCE, 


Peculiar  to  ths  fereral 


T    O 


S 


OF    THE 

ROviNCE  of  Holland. 


E  have  already  obferved,  that 
upon  the  taking  of  Antwerp 
by  the  Duke  ot  Parma,  in 
the  Year  1585-,  the  Mer- 
chants and  Manufafturers, 
who  made  up  the  Trading 
Body  of  that  opulent  City,  began  to  re- 
move 
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move  f>om  thence,  and  fettle  themfelves 
in  England i  and  the  V  nit  eel  Provinces^  The 
Drapers  that  went  to  Holland^  incorporated 
themfelves  with  thofe  whom  they  found 
already  eilabhihed  at  Leyden;  but  the  Bulk 
of  the  Merchants  and  general  Traders  fate, 
down  at  Am[ierdam,  which  for  iome  Time, 
had  been  the  mod  confiderable  Town  for 
Trade  of  all  the  Sevefi  Provinces,  and  now  be- 
gan to  triumph  in  tiie  Spoils  oi  Antwerp.  The 
Woollen  and  Linnen  Manuja^ures  were  brought 
to  a  tolerable  Perfe6tion  in  all  their  feveral 
Branches;  which,  with  the  Fiiheries  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  Se^ion^  continued 
to  be  the  priacipal  Employments  of  the 
Dutch ^  horn  ifSf  to  1648,  when  they 
were  acknowledged  a  free  and  independanc 
People  by  the  Spaniard,  and  the  Treaty 
of  MuNSTER  concluded  upon  that  Footing, 
between  the  Crov/n  oF  Spain  and  the 
Repuhlic  of  the  Vnited  Provinces^  Hitherto 
th^  Hollanders  had  carried  on  a  free  and 
open  Trade  to  Prance^  from  whence  they 
brought  all  the  fine  Mercery  Goods  they 
liad  Occaficn  for  ;  as  Velvets,  Silks  of 
all  Kinds,  Gold  and  Silver  Stuffs,  and  fe- 
veral other  Manufactures,  which  were 
not  yet  pra£tired  in  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces^ But  Mifunderftanaings  arifing  be- 
tween the  two  Nations  upon  the  Treaty  of 

T  2  Mu^Jlery 
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Munftcr^  the  French  began  to  make  En- 
croachments on  the  Dutch  Trade  ;  and  re- 
fufed  to  renew  the  ancient  Treaties  of 
O'mmerce.  Piracies  were  committed  on 
the  Hollanders  by  their  Privateers  in  the 
Merhterraneafi^  and  elfe where,  and  a  new 
Duty  of  fifty  Sols  per  Tun  was  laid  on  all 
foreign  Ships  trading  to  the  French  Ports. 
This  fnterruptlon  to  Trade  on  the  part  of 
France^  firfl:  infpired  the  Hollanders  with 
the  Defign  of  fttting  up  in  their  own 
Country,  the  feveral  Manufactures  that 
were  then  peculiar  to  that  Kingdom:  Yet 
they  left  Nothing  unattempted  to  reftore 
the  Freedom  of  Commerce,  and  re-eftablifli 
the  Harmony  that  had  hitherto  fubfifted  be« 
twecn  the  two  Nations. 

Eleven  Years  from  the  Peace  of  Mun- 
STER,  were  already  taken  up  in  fruitlefs  At- 
tempts, and  Negotiations,  to  this  Purpofe, 
when  in  1659, Monsieur  Boreel,  the  Dutch 
Emhajfjdor  at  the  Court  of  France^  prevail- 
ed with  the  united  Body  of  Merchants 
at  Paris,  to  make  a  Reprefentation  to 
their  Court,  of  the  great  Quantity  of 
French  Merchandize  that  was  yearly  export- 
ed to  Holland;  and  Boreel  afSrmed,  that 
in  Cafe  tlie  new  Duties  laid  on  Dutch 
GoojS  and  Shipping,  coming  into  France, 
Were  continued,    the    States    General 

would 
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would  be  obliged  to  Charge  French  Com- 
modities  imported  into  the  Seven  Provinces^ 
in  the  fame  Proportion.  This  Reprefenta- 
tion  had  its  Effefl  on  the  Court  of  FrancCy 
and  in  1662,  a  Treaty  was  made  between 
that  CrowH  and  the  States  (fcneraly  whicli 
was  fucceeded  by  a  new  Tariff  in  1^64, 
that  fet  afide  the  Duty  of  ^fty  Sols  per 
TuHy  and  eflabUflied  Commerce  on  the  an- 
cient Footing.  But  this  gocxi  (ntelligence 
did  not  laft  long;  and  in  1667,  the  French 
encreafed  the  Imports  on  foreign  Merchan- 
dize, without  any  Regard  to  the  Treaty 
they  had  made  but  five  Years  before. 
The  War  which  broke  out  between  France 
and  tliQ  Vnited  Provinces  in  1672,  put  an 
entire  Stop  to  open  Trade  bet  *'een  the  two 
Nations,  and  animated  the  Dutchy  m  the 
Refolution  They  had  taken  to  fet  up  Ma- 
nufadures  at  Home,  for  the  Goods  They 
ufed  to  bring  from  France ;  in  which  They 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  when  that  War 
Was  ended  by  the  Peace  of  Niimeghen, 
in  1678,  and  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  con- 
cluded at  the  fame  Time,  between  France^ 
and  tiie  Republic,  which  fet  afide  the  Tariff 
of  1667,  and  reflored  That  of  64  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Dutch  J  yet  it  was  immediately 
found  that  French  Goods  bore  no  Price 
at  Amjlerciam ;  upon  which  a  very  inge- 
T  3  nious 
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nlous  Author  has  left  us  this  Obfervation, 
Tbat  Ccr/iy/ierce  once  deflroyed  never  recovers 
It  j elf 

There  continued,  however,  to  be  fome 
lojportation  ot  Preach  Manufa<3:urcs  into 
Holland  'till  the  Year  la-o,  when  War 
between  France  and  the  Repuhlk  broke  out 
with  more  Violence  than  ever,  and  was  at- 
tended with  die  fevereft  Prohibitions  of 
Commerce.  This  obhged  the  Dutch  to 
apply  themfelves  to  their  Manufa£tures, 
with  double  Indudry,  which  They  now 
brought  to  fo  good  a  Perfedlion,  that  not- 
ivithltanding  Peace  was  reftorcd  to  Europe^ 
by  the  Treaty  of  Reswick  in  3697,  and  a 
Treaty  of  Commerce  concluded  between 
France  and  the  Vnited  Provinces,  which 
once  more  annihilated  the  Tariff  of  1667, 
and  the  Duty  of  fftj  Soh,  with  all  the 
ether  vexatious  Edids  that  then  interrupt- 
ed the  Dutcfj  Trade  to  France ;  and  reftor- 
ed  the  Tariff  of  64;  the  Hollanders  found 
themfelves  in  a  Condition  to  carry  en 
their.  Commerce  almofl  entirely  with  their 
own  Maniiiacbares.  P'e.hctSy  Safhs,  and 
other  SJlks ;  Gold  and  Silver  Brocades ;  Rih- 
hons  of  all  Kinds  ^  Lace^  Faper^  &c.  were 
now  fabricated  in  Holland^  and  fold  Twenty 
per  Cent,  cheaper  than  in  France^  and  if 
the   Silks  were   not    quite  fo   beautiful  as 

Thofe 
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Thofe  of  Tours  and  Lions,  the  DifTerence 
in  the  Price  was  more  than  anfwerable  to 
that  of  the  Commodity;  and  the  French  had 
the  Mortification  to  fee  their  Trade  to 
Holland  very  much  diminiihed,  or  rather 
deftroy*d,  in  all  the  above-mention'd  Ar-, 
tides 

Nothing  contributed  more  to  bring  thefe 
Manufactures  to  a  Perfe£licn  in  Holland,  than 
the  Number  of  French  Refugees,  who  fled 
thither  from  the  Perfecutions  railed  againft 
all  thofe  of  the  reformed  Religion  in  France^ 
and  were  receivcdfby  the  Dutch  with  great 
Humanity.  Cardinal  Richlieu  had  broke 
the  Strength  of  the  HugonotSj  by  the  taking 
of  RocHELLE  in  1^27,  who  from  the  Year 
i^6i,  upon  the  Infradionof  the  Edi6t  pub- 
liflied  in  tiicir  Favour  by  Charles  the  Ninths 
immediately  after  the  famous  Conference  of 
Toi{ly,  had  fupported  Tiiemfelves  in  ten  dif- 
ferent Wars  againft  the  Crown  of  France ;  but 
were  io  ei!c6lually  reduced  by  the  Lofs  of 
Rochelle,  and  the  Calamities  that  followed 
upon  it,  that  when  upon  the  Death  of 
Mazarine  in  ibir,  Lewis  XIV,  took  the 
Government  of  his  Kingdom  into  his  owu 
Hands,  He  faw  Himlelf  in  a  Capacity  of  driv» 
ing  Them  out  of  Fran  e  by  the  Authority  of 
his  Edifts  alone,  who  for  an  Age  together, 
had  maintained  Xhemfelves  againft  all  the 

X  4  FcrcQ 
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Force  of  his  Prcdcccff^rs,  backed  with  all  the 
Subtlety  and  Aid  of  the  Church  of  Jflome^ 
uhich  was  unalterably  bent  for  their  De- 
ftrudion«  The  Proteftants  thus  reduced,  and 
perferuted,  had  for  Thifty  Years  together 
lied  in  great  Numbers  out  of  France,  and 
were  well  received  and  encouraged  in  feveral 
Countries,  particularly  in  England^  the  Pro' 
teftant  Cantons  ot  Switzerland,  and  the  united 
Provinces ;  and  being  tor  the  mcft  part  Mer-^ 
chants  and  Artizam^  They  applyed  Them- 
feVes  readily  to  Commerce  and  ManufaiiureSy 
and  were  very  inflrumental  in  bringing  Thofe 
of  Holland  to  PerfedHon. 

Europe  had  fcarce  tailed  the  EfTeds  of 
the  Peace  made  at  Reswick,  when  upon  the 
Death  of  Charles  U,  King  of  Spaim,  It  was 
again  plunged  in  a  bloody  and  obftinate  War. 
Lewis  XIV,  fet  up  his  Grandfon  the  Duke 
of  Anjou  to  be  King  of  Spain,  grounding 
his  Titje  upon  the  Will  of  the  deceafed 
Prince  \  which  being  controverted  by  the  Em-^ 
TERORg  xh.G  feccnd grand  Alliance  wv^s  form'd 
at  the  Hague  September  1701,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  which  the^  Vnited  Provinces  de- 
clared PK?f  ^gainft  France  in  the  iubfequent 
Year,  which  lafted  till  171;,  when  Peace 
was  again  reftojed  between  the  two  Nations 
\Y  the  treaty  of  Vtrecht,  and  the  Tariff  of 
<j'^    once  more  reviveJ.    It   will  be  more 

particularly 
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particularly  our  Bufmcfs  in  the  Sequel,  to 
examine  the  prefent  State  of  the  Trade 
ber A.cfi  France  and  Holland;  and  In  the 
Mean  Tin^e,  It  cannot  be  improper  to 
mention  i' '^  feveral  Branches  of  Com- 
n^erre  peculiar  to  each  Town  of  that  Pro- 
vince. 

Ley  DEN  is  in  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Woollen. 
Manuf'Srury.  which  is  carried  on  there,  in 
all  Its  IJranches  of  Iroad  and  tiarroK)  Qoath^ 
Camllets^  Serges^  Druggets^  &c. 

The  Vniverjity  of  tliis  Place,  was  erected 
by  the  States  of  Holland,  in  1575,  in 
Gratitude  for  the  Vigoious  Refiflance  made 
by  the  Town  againft  the  Spaniards  in  the 
foregoing  Year.  We  are  told,  the  People 
of  Ley  den  endured  the  mcfl  cruel  Extre- 
mities o\  War  and  Famwe,  with  a  Conflan- 
cy  hardly  to  be  paralleled ;  the  Prince  of 
Orange  had  loH  all  Hopes  of  raifing  the 
Siege,  and  the  City  was  upon  the  Point  of 
becoming  a  Prey  tu  a  mercilels  Enemy,  when 
by  cutting  their  Dykes  at  a  Time  when 
the  Wind  favoured  the  Defign,  the  Mea- 
dows and  low  Lands  about  the  Town,  were 
ccwcrcd  in  an  In  Rant,  with  a  Deluge  of 
Water,  which  fo  am^fed  the  Spaniards, 
that  They  abandoned  the  Siege  with  Pre- 
cipitation, leaving  their  Baggage  and  the 
wounded  behind  theoi. 

The 
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The  University  has  three  Curators-^ 
who  are  fuch  for  Life ;  one  of  Thefe  is 
of  the  Colledge  of  Nobles  and  eleded  by 
Them.  The  other  Two,  who  are  either 
Members  of  the  7ovon  Senates,  or  the  Courts 
of  Juftke,  are  chofen  by  the  States  of 
Holland  ;  and  thefe  Gentlemetj^  in  Con- 
jundion  with  the  Burgomasters  of  Ley- 
den,  are  charged  with  every  Thing  that 
regards  the  Advantage  and  Profperity  of  the 
Vnherftty.  Befides  thefe  three  Curators,  there 
is  the  Rector  Magnificus,  who  Prefides 
at  the  Head  of  the  Academical  Senate y  which 
is  invefled  with  the  Power  of  Judging  all 
Caufes  both  civil  and  crimiml  in  the  lajl 
Refer t,  and  all  Members  of  the  Vniver- 
fitj  whofe  Names  are  regiftred  in  the  Rec^ 
tors  Books,  depend  on  his  Jurifdi£lion. 

In  the  City  of  Harlem,  befides  all  the 
fine  Limen  which  is  wove  in  the  Place,  They 
draw  vaft  Quantities  from  the  Neighbouring 
Provinces  o[  Gromighen^  Frizeland^  and  Over- 
jjfel;  from  the  Country  of  Cleve,  and  even 
from  Silefia ;  all  which  is  bleached  at  Har- 
lem, and  there  receives  that  beautiful  Whii€y 
which  is  fo  generally  admired,  and  makes  the 
Dutch  Linnen  mere  Valuable  than  any  in  the 
World,  To  this  we  muft  add  Velvus,  plain 
and  flowered;  Gold  and  Silver  Stuffs^  rich 
and  liglit  Silks,  oi  many  Kinds,  Gauzes,  &c. 

Delft 
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Delft  is  famous  for  the  fine  earthen 
^^^re  which  bears  the  Name  of  that  City, 
and  is  mrde  in  Imitation  of  China  :  Here 
are  lik^uife  a  few  Clothiers,  who  employ 
Themlelves  in  the  Wool!:.n  Mamfa^u-y ;  and 
a  great  many  Brewers  who  make  a  vafl 
Quantity  of  Beer,  which  is  confumed  in 
the  circumjacent  Villages. 

The  dehghtful  City  of  Rotterdam  is  in 
PofleiTion  of  the  Trade  to  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  almoil  to  the  Exclu- 
fion  of  all  the  Reft.  Her  Commerce  to 
France  is  likewife  very  confiderable,  and 
much  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  Town 
in  the  Province ;  She  alfo  drivcj  a  con- 
fiderable Trade  to  the  Eaji  and  U^efl  In- 
dies, and  to  the  Levant^  Italy^  Spain,  and 
Portugal.. 

The  ancient  Tov/n  of  Dort,  was  for- 
merly famous  for  the  Engli/h  Trade^  as  it 
is  now  for  Rhenijh  Wine,  which  is  brought 
down  the  Rhine  by  a  very  cheap  and  com- 
modious Tranfport ;  to  which  we  mud 
add  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Vmler^  which  is  fent 
from  Germany,  in  Floats  down  that  Ri- 
ver, dire£lly  to  this  City,  from  whence 
it  is  afterwards  diHributed  to  Sardam^ 
Rotterdamy  and  other  Parts  of  the  Province. 
The  beft  Linnen  Thread  is  fpun  here ;  They 
have  feveral  Refineries  for  $alt ;   now    and 

then 
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then  an  Englijh  Ship  unloads  at  Dert,  and 
the  Mdgjjirates  omit  Nothing  that  may 
poilibly  encourage  our  Country-men  to  re- 
turn thither,  but  at  present  there  is  no  Ap- 
pearance t^at  ever  They  will  recover  the 
Englijh  Trade  frem  Rotterdam^ 

I  know  of  Nothing  manuia6l:ured  at  Ter' 
goiv,  except  Cordage  and  Fipes^  c£  both 
which  there  is  a  very  great  Confumption, 
and  their  Pipes  are  the  nearefl  in  Europe, 

Amstefv^dam   is  the  Glory  of   Holland, 
and  the  Wonder  of  the  World-     This  City 
alone,  is  in  the  Poflellion  of   half  that  im- 
mencc  Trade  which    the  Dutch  carry  on  to 
the  Eafl  Indies y    and    governs   the  Whole. 
Her    Commerce  with  Spatn^   and  the  SpaniJJ^ 
Wefl  Indies^    is  very    great,    nor   is   it   lefs 
confiderable   to  the  Levant^    Italy,  and  Por- 
tugal.   Amflerdam  alone  ingroffes  the  whole 
Eaftern  Irade^   which  the   Dutch  carry   on 
to  t^oraajy  and  all  the  Countries    fituated 
on  the  Baltick,    Denmark,    Sweden.    Pome- 
ran /a  y    Livonia  i    Polifh^PruJfia^  and  Mujcovy^ 
together  with  thegreatefl  Fart  ©f  Germany, 
K^avigation  and  general  Commerce,  from  this 
City  to  France  ana  England  are    not  very 
great;  but  the  Correfponde nee  between  the 
Bankers  of  Amfierdam^  and  thofe  of  London^ 
and  Paris,  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Exchange^  and 
that  lort  of  Traffick  that  depends  on  Bank* 
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ing^  is  highly  confiderable.  In  fiiort.  Am- 
Jlerdam  has  her  Share  in  all  the  Bufinefs  that 
is  done  in  Europe,  and  all  the  trading 
World. 

To  this  prodigious  Extent  of  foreign  Com- 
merce, we  mull  add  ihe  Manuf azures  al- 
ready afcribed  to  the  feveral  Towns  above- 
mentioned  ;  all  of  which,  with  Exception  on- 
ly to  the  Delft  Ware^  are  more  or  lefs  prac- 
tifed  in  this  powerful  and  opulent  City.  A 
Multitude  of  Hands  are  employed  in  all 
Kinds  of  Tapejiry ;  there  are  Numbers  of 
Mills  for  fawing  all  forts  of  Wood  into 
different  D'menfions.  Others  to  work  and 
poiilh  Marhle ;  Mills  for  making  Gunpowder ; 
for  grinding  Snuff;  and  for  drawing  Oyl 
from  Seed.  There  are  Refineries  for  Sugar^ 
Salty  Cinnamon,  Camphire,  Borax,  Sulpher,  yel- 
low Wax,  &c.  And  as  Huetm  oblerves.  One 
may  apply  to  Amfierdam,  what  Vopiscus 
faid  of  Alexandria,  after  he  had  fummed  up 
the  Manutadures  pra£tifed  there.    '  That  all 

*  its  Inhabitants  followed  fome  Trade,  that 

*  the  Lame   and  the  Gouty  were  employed, 

*  and  even  Thofe  who  had  the  Gout  in  their 

*  Hands,  did  not  fit  idle. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  enquire  what  Reafons  might  pro- 
bably induce  the  Merchants  to  fettle  in  this 
City  upon  their  leaving  Antwerp,  prefer- 
ably 
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ably  to  any  other  Town  of  the  Province. 
The  Port  of  Amsterdam,  which  is  the 
Texel,  is  not  only  the  worft  of  all  Holland, 
but  perhaps  of  the  World,  and  it  may  be 
faid  with  great  Confidence,  there  is  no  trad- 
ing Place  of  any  Importance,  where  the  load- 
ing and  difchargmg  of  Ships  is  performed 
With  fo  much  Hazard,  and  Difficulty.  Be- 
tween the  City  and  the  texely  lies  a  large 
Sand  called  the  Pompus,  on  which  there  is 
fo  little  Water,  that  the  Merchants  are  ob- 
liged to  fend  their  Ships  light  into  the  Tex  el, 
where  they  take  in  their  Cargoes,  from  Vef- 
fels  of  a  traall  Draught,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner homeward  bound  Ships  are  obliged  ro 
anchor  and  continue  tiiere,  till  the  fame  Kind 
of  Lighters  can  be  fent  down  from  the  City, 
into  which  they  difcharge  Themfelves.  And 
befides  the  Oelay  and  Expence  occafioned  by 
this,  the  Texel  is  at  the  fame  Time  one  of  the 
moll;  dangerous  Roads  in  Europe;  and  5hips 
are  frequently  wrecked  whiifi;  they  wait  there 
for  Li'ihters  to  unload  into :  Fr  om  whence  we 
may  obferve,  that  the  Nature  of  the  Port  has 
little  or  no  fniluence  upon  Commerce,  lince 
this  City  ha^  at  once  the  worft  Harbour  with 
the  moil:  extenfive  Trade  But  if  the  Sea-Pert 
of  Amjierdam  be  bad  ;  when  once  Goods  are 
lodged  in  tne  Ware-honfe,  there  is  no  Place  lo 
advantageouily  fituated  for  the  Sale  of  them. 

Tills 
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This  will  be  evident,  when  we  confider  that  al- 
mofl  every  Wind  ferves  to  carry  fmall  Vefiels 
of  Tranfport  in  a  few  Hours,  to  and  from  the 
Provinces  of  Friezland^  Overjjfel  and  Gelder* 
landy  and  to  all  the  Towns  of  f^orth-Hollaniy 
without  depending  on  the  Tide,  or  any  o- 
ther  Flux  or  Current.  And  as  it  is  a  Marim 
in  Commerce,  and  I  believe  may  hold  Good 
in  every  thing  elfe,  that  the  Fiew  of  a  cer- 
tain Profit  is  to  he  preferred  to  that  of  an  ««- 
certain  Lofs :  'tis  no  wonder  that  the  Merch- 
ants tould  be  tempted  to  fit  down  here, 
to  overlook  the  Dangers  of  the  Texel,  and 
forget  the  LoHes  they  fometimes  fuflain, 
for  tiie  fake  of  the  other  Conveniences, 
which  this  City  afibrds  them  preferrable  to 
any  other ;  as  in  Reality  there  is  no  Town 
in  the  Vniverfe^  where  all  Kinds  of  Com- 
modities find  lo  fure  and  quick  a  Market  as 
at   Anifierdam, 

I  ih*!!  conclude  what  I  have  to  fay  of  this 
Town,,  with  lome  Account  of  its  Bank,  erec- 
ted in  the  Year  16C9;  A  Subject,  I  think, 
that  no  Writer  has  yet  touch'd  upon,  or  very 
ilightly.Sir  WillivVm  Temple, contents  Him- 
feJt  to  mention  only  two  Gircumflances,  as 
Caufes  of  the  great  Credit  this  Bank  has  ob- 
tained in  Europe t  which  are  the  ftrong  Situation 
of  Amfierdam^  and  the  independant  Sovereignty^ 
that  every  Town  of  Holland  enjoys ,  ly  the  Con- 

ftitiition 
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flitution  of  the  Province :  but  He  is  not  pleafed 
to  fay  a  Word,  either  of  its  exterior  or  interior 
Government,  which  I  am  ihe  more  furpnzed 
at,  as  Sir  William  appears  every  vi'here  fond 
enough  of  unveiling  the  Arcana  Imperii  of  the 
Dutch.  Therefore  it  will  not  be  improper 
for  me  to  befpeak  the  Candour  of  the  Reader, 
whilft  I  give  Him  the  beft  Accompt  I  can  of 
fo  delicate  and  myfterious  a  S\ibjc£t. 

The  ftrong  Situation  of  Arrtfterdaw^  fe- 
conded  by  aii  the  Advantages  that  Art  can 
furniili,  lecures  the  Town  againfl  the  At- 
tempts of  an  Enemy  from  without ;  and  the 
popular  Government  places  the  Force  and  ir'ower 
ot  the  City  in  the  Hands  of  Her  proper  Ma- 
gifirates^  who  may  be  fuppofcd  too  much  in- 
terefted  in  the  Happintfs  and  Grandeur  of 
Amflerdam,  to  wilh  a  Revolution^  or  to  be 
capable  of  tffag  their  Authority  for  its  De- 
Jtru^iion^  injieaS  of  its  Defence. 

I  am  ready  to  contefs  that  thefe  Circum- 
llances  ought  naturally  to  procure  a  very 
great  Credit  to  the  Ba*ik  ;  but  they  are  ftill 
infufficienr  to  make  Money  depofited  there,  of 
greater  Value  than  Tint  which  a  Man  keeps 
in  his  own  (  abinet ;  which  is  in  Reality  the 
Cafe,  however,  and  Bank  Money  is  worth  a 
great  deal  more  in  Holland  than  Current, 

This  is  expteded  by  the  Word  Agio,  a 
Term  made  uie  of  to  denote  tne  Difference 

of 
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of  the  real  Value,  between  Bank  and  common 
Specie* 

^  In  1(^90,  the  Agio  rofe  to  feventeen  per  Cent. 
on  account  of  a  hafe  Coinage  then  made  cur- 
rent, which  being  afterwards  reduced  to  near 
the  intnnfick  Value,  the  Agio  has  fince  been 
generally  from  Four  and  a  Hji'f,  to  Five  and  a 
flalf,  and  fcmetimes  even  Six  per  Cent ;  Part 
of  which  may  be  accounted  for  thus.  A 
Ducatoon  pa/Ies  for  fxty  three  Pence  in  car- 
rent  Payment,  but  when  paid  into  the  Bank, 
it  is  only  received  for  fixty  Pence,  or  three 
Guilders,  which  is  its  Intrinfick  Value ;  the 
odd  three  Pence  having  been  added  to  it,  to 
anfwer  the  Charges  of  the  Mint.  In  the 
fame  manner  Wedges,  Bars,  and  Ingots  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  are  received  in  Bank  by  their 
Weight,  and  the  Sum  brought  to  the  Account 
of  the  Proprietor. 

Thus  then  there  is  a  real  Difference  of  five 
per  Cent,  between  Bank  and  current  Money  j 
but  thsAgio  is  ufually  higher,  fla6luating  with 
the  Exchange  ;  or  to  ule  other  Words,  rifing 
and  falling  in  Proportion  to  the  Deniands 
that  are  made  on  the  Bank :  So  tiiat  it  is  not 
abfolutely  determined  by  the  Difference  of 
intrinfick  f^alue,  between  one  Specie  and  the 
other.  This  will  be  underftood  more  per- 
fedtly,  by  obisrv.'ng  that  all  Bills  of  £;c- 
chame  drawn  upon  Holland,  mud  if  the 
^  U  Fro. 
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Proprietor  pleafcs,  by  the  CufVom  and  Laws 
of  the  Country,  be  paid  in  Bank ;  which  ne- 
ceflarily  obliges  every  confiderable  Merch- 
ant to  keep  an  open  Account  there  :  and  thus 
Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  upon  Amjierdam  or 
Rotterdam^  are  after  Acceptance  frequently 
lodged  in  the  Bank^  and  the  Acceptor  is  ob- 
liged at  the  Time  they  become  due,  to 
make  a  Transfer  of  Bank-Stock  or  Bank-Mo- 
ney, to  the  Proprietor's  Account,  br  the  A- 
mountof  the  bill,  which  would  otherwife  be 
liable  to  a  Proreft,  without  ever  prefenting 
it  tor  Payment,  after  it  had  been  once  accept- 
ed. Thus  when  large  Remittances  are  made 
upon  the  Bankers  of  Amfierdam,  and  they 
are  under  a  Neccffity  from  thence,  of  having 
a  great  deal  of  Money  in  Bank^  the  Jgio  rifes, 
and  finks  in  Proportion,  when  on  the  con- 
trary, there  are  many  Sellers,  and  kw  Buy- 
ers. But  when  thi^  happens^,  the  Dire^l' 
ers  have  recourfe  to  Stratagem,  to  keep 
up  the  Value  of  the  Agio^  which  is  done 
by  agreeing  privately,  with  fome  of  the 
monied  Men,  to  buy  up  fuch  a  ^antity  of  Bank 
Money y  as  anfwers  the  mmediate  Necejfity  of  the 
Sellers;  and  thus  Appearances  are  faved,  and 
by  fupplying  their  Agents  with  Cafli  in  the 
mcft  (ecrct  Manner,  they  iupport  the  com- 
mon Opinion  that  has  fo  long  prevailed  with 
the  People  of  Holland^  and  the  reft  of  the 

Worldj, 
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World,  that  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  J  he  Bank  of 
Amsterdam  is  managed  hy  Transfer,  and 
that  no  Money  is  ever  iffued  from  theme  upon 
any  Occafion. 

It  cofts  near  a  Pound  Sterling  to  open  an 
Account  with  the  Bank^  and  fix  Pence  for 
each  Transfer,  to  which  we  may  add,  that 
there  is  a  certain  Penalty  upon  every  Ferlon 
that  draws  upon  the  Bank,  within  about  two 
Pounds  Sterling  of  the  whole  Money  he  keeps 
there  ;  and  the  Advantage  made  upon  all 
this,  is  applied  to  pay  the  Clerks,  and  defray 
other  Charges;  from  all  which  it  is  evident, 
that  every  Proprietor  pays  ccnfiderably  fof 
keeping  his  Money  in  the  Bank^  inftead  of 
drawing  an  Interetl   upon  it. 

Without  Doubt,  the  only  Reafon  v^^hj 
Perfons  are  contented  to  depofit  their  Money 
upon  fuch  Terms,  is  a  firm  Belief,  that  it  re- 
mains facredy  untouched,  and  unapplyed  to  any 
Vfe  whatfoever.  The  Magistrates  of  Am- 
sterdam ,•  all  Thofe  concerned  in  the  G<?- 
vernment  of  the  Bank  ;  and  in  general,  the 
whole  Body  of  th^feven  ProvinceSy  take  Pains 
to  propagate  this  Opinion,  and  appear  at 
leafl  to  be  of  the  fame  Mind  Themfelves. 

I  have  been  informed    from  very  good 

Hands,  that  in  1672,  when  Lewis  XIV,  was 

at  Vtrechty  and  there  was  a  general  Run  on 

the  Bank^  of  Amfierdam^  occafioned  by  the 

U  2  uor- 
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univerfal  Terror,  and  Apprehenfion,  that  all 
Men  lay  under  trorn  the  near  Approach  of 
the  French  Troops  ;  tlie  Magiftrates  took 
fome  of  the  mod  confidcrable,  and  moft  po- 
pular of  Thofe  who  talked  loudeft,  and  offe- 
red to  convince  them  by  ocular  Demonftra- 
tion,  that  the  vail  Treafures  depofited  in  the 
Bank^  were  really  there.  The  Story  ends 
thus,  that  an  infinite  Number  of  Baggs  ap- 
peared, which  the  Magiftrates  affirmed  to  be 
full  of  Money,  and  that  upon  Proof,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  original  Sums  lodged 
in  the  Bank^  where  there  to  a  Stiver ;  but  they 
faid  at  the  fame  Time,  That  thofe  who 
continued  to  diflrufl  Tkem^  and  to  Ireak  the 
ptihlic  Credit^  hy  making  their  Demands  at  a 
Time  when  the  State  was  in  fo  great  an  Ex- 
igenn^  fhojild  he  ftigmatized  as  had  Suljecls, 
and  JhoMld  not  he  permitted  to  replace  their 
Money  in  the  Bank^  when  the  Storrtt  was  hlown 
over.  This  bold  Declaration  had  Its  Effedl:. 
The  Call  ceafed,  and  the  Bank  preferved  Its 
Credit.  I  cannot  help  wiOiing,  however, 
as  a  good  Englijh  Many  zealous  for  the  Ho* 
ncur  of  thofe  great  Magiftrates,  that  the  Ex- 
periment had  been  made :  an  Event,  which 
would  have  evidenced  tiic  Truth,  beyond 
Ccniradidion,  and  have  placed  the  i^era- 
city  and  Honour  of  thofe  Gentlemen^  as  well 
as  the  Credit  of  their  Bank^   upon  a  folid 

and 
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and  Lifting  Foundation.  But  perhaps  thofe 
Fathers  ot  the  C/ty  thought  it  proper 
to  keep  tlie  Money  v.' here  it  wa%  that 
if  the  Army  of  France  had  advanced, 
and  a  Mi/lhn  of  Ducats  well  placed,  would 
have  raifed  the  Siege,  they  might  not  have 
been  wanting 

If  the  Bank  lends  Money  upon  any  Occafi- 
on,    It  is  certainly  to  the  Direftors  of  the 
Lomhard,  an  incorporated  Body  of  Men /w- 
powered  hy  Authority  to  lend  Money  upon  Pawns 
at  a  moderate  Intereft*  Should  this  be  granted. 
It  will  prov^e  indeed,  that  the  BankoS.  Amjler- 
dam  trafficks  in  iom^  Proportion^  as  well  as 
the  other  Banks  of  Europe',  but  this  can  be 
no  juft  Caufe  of  Difiredit,  becaufe  the  Mo- 
ney is  advanced  upon  a  real  Security;  for 
the  Lombard  takes.  Care  to  lend  fufficiently 
within  the  intrinfick  Value  of  the  Pawn,  and 
the  Intereft  is    not  fuiTered  to   accumulate. 
Thus  the  late  Elector  of  Bavaria's  Jew- 
ells, that  were  pawned  to  the  Lombard  of 
Amjlerdam^  were  more  than  once   ordered 
for  Sale,   and   would    certainly  have    been 
difpofed    ot,     had    not    the   Intereft   been 
difcharged.     Where  the  Pawn  is  very  con- 
fiderable,   and  a  large  Sum  demanded,  as 
in   the    Cafe  of  thefe  'Jewels,  there  is   in- 
deed fome  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  Bank 
both  advances  the  Money,  and  draws  the 

U  ]  Interefi 
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Intcrcjl^  under  the  borrowed  Name  of  the  Loni' 
lard.  Thus  if  a  Merchant  has  a  Commo- 
dity that  is  not  perifhable,  fuch  as  Tin^  or 
Leacl^  for  which  there  may  poffibly  be  no 
immediate  Demand,  He  may  find  the 
Means  to  have  two  Thirds  of  the  Value 
$idvanccd  upon  a  very  fmall  Intercll,  which 
enables  Hun  to  wait  lor  his  Market.  The 
V^^  and  Advantage  of  fuch  a  Praftice,  ef- 
pecially  in  a  Trading  Country,  is  very  obvi- 
ous; but  if  We  asi<  wliy  the  Conduit  of 
the  Bam  in  ihis  Particular,  inftead  of  be- 
ing made  puhlic^  is  'ktvx.fecret  and  rendered 
myjhr'ious  ;  the  true  Aniwer,  I  believe  would 
be,  JJjcit  jhould  the  Proprietors  of  the  Trea- 
sure, lodged  in  the  ^Ai^K  of  Amsterdam, 
cor,ie  ovice .  certcmdy  to  knoiv,  that  any  Vfe  ivas 
fnade  of  the  Money  then  depofoed^  many  of 
Them  would  he  apt  to  think,  7 hey  n?ight  as 
well  employ  It  in  the  fame  Manner  Them- 
fehes- 

As  to  the  Government  cf  the  Bank,  It  is 
very  folemn  and  regular.  The  whole  City 
is  bound  to  make  good  the  Money  there  de- 
porited,  and  the  Treafure  is  fecured  under 
tour  diVrerent  Locks,  the  Keys  of  which  are 
kept  by  iour  of  the  principal  Magiftratcs, 
one    of  whom   is  always   the  President 

BuKGOMA5T£K  Z^/"  t^-^  /^^^^    hcirtg. 
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The  Bayjk  of  Rotterdam  was  ere^ed  in 
163^,  and  the  Agio  there,  is  generally  the 
fame  as  at  Amjlerdam. 

Sard  AM,  fituated  within  a  League  of 
Amflerdam^  is  undoubtedly  the  greateil  Ma- 
gazine for  Ttmler  proper  for  Ship  Building, 
in  the  World.  The  principal  Inhabitants  of 
this  Village,  are  Merchants,  who  call  Them- 
felves  Boots  or  Pefants,  and  under  the  awk- 
ward Drefs,  and  feeming  fimplicity  of 
Countrymen,  conceal  the  utmoft  Sagacity 
and  Cunning.  They  are  raoft  of  Them  ex- 
treamly  rich,  and  may  be  reckoned  amongft 
the  greateft  Bankers  in  Holland.  They  deal 
very  confiderably  in  the  Bufinefs  of  £!x- 
change,  and  are  very  good  Judges  of  Itc 
Their  Vanity  however,  is  not  lefs  than  their 
Wealth,  and  they  take  a  peculiar  Pleafure 
in  letting  you  know,  after  their  own  Way, 
that  They  are  worth  Abundance  of  Money. 
Of  This  They  give  you  many  Inllances  in 
Holland^  and  it  has  been  frequent  with  the 
Boors  of  Sardam,  when  Bills  of  Exchange 
for  very  large  Sums  have  been  brought  to 
Them  for  Payment,  to  ask  the  Presenter, 
with  that  fort  of  Flegm  which  is  peculiar 
to  Them,  in  what  Specie  he  chofe  to  receive 
his  Money,  The  reft  of  the  Inhabitants  are 
Ship  Carpenters ;  and  the  whole  Village  is 
one  conunued  Magazine  of  Timber.    I  know 

U   4  I\;£ 
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not  whether  it  will  be  woith  our  While 
to  mention  a  Report  which  is  very  general 
in  Holland,  that  the  People  ol  Sardam,  are 
capable  upon  three  Months  notice ,  to 
launch  a  Ship  every  Day,  from  four  to  five 
hundred  InnSy  for  as  long  a  Time  as  you 
pleafe.  This  is  believed  to  be  true  by  a 
great  many  Perfons  in  Holland^  and  I  will 
not  pretend  to  Judge  how  far  They  may 
be  miftaken,  or  what  thofe  of  Sardam  are 
really  able  to  do :  If  it  be  an  Ei  ror,  It  cer- 
tainly owes  its  Rife  and  Credit  amongft 
Them,  to  the  natm-al  Genius  and  Bent  of  the 
People,  and  perhaps  it  would  do  more  Hurt 
than  Good  to  undeceive  them. 

E  N  c  II  u  I  s  E  N ,  in  North  Holland.^  has 
its  Sliare  in  the  Eafl  India  Trade-,  and 
is  very  confiderable  for  the  Herring  Fijhe- 
ry,  which  has  rendered  It  rich  and  opu- 
lent. 

Horn,  fituatcd  in  the  fame  Part 
of  tlie  ?r evince,  is  famous  for  Its  Troffick 
in  Cheefe  cf  the  Country,  and  hns  like- 
wife  its  Share  in  the  Trade  to  ihe  Bajt- 
Indies, 

The  Brill,  and  Ilelvoet'Sluke^  are  the 
Sea- Forts  of  Rotterdam^  and  Dart.  They 
are  the  Keys  of  Holland,  and  as  fuch,  are 
fircngly  iortified,  and  wdl  Garifoned. 
Their    principal   Subfiftance   v^  tlie  Herring 

FiHery^ 
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Fijhery,  and  they  get  confiderably  by  Paf- 
fengers,  and  Traders  between  England  and 
Holland' 

ScKEDAM,    VlARDINGHEN,  MazELANB- 

Sluice,  and  fome  other  fmall  Places,  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  different  Fijheries  al- 
ready fpoken  of. 


Sect. 


Sect     III. 

OF     THE 

Rife,  Progrels,  Commerce, 

AND 

GOVERNMENT 


O  F     T  H  E 


Dutch  Eajl'-India  Covipany. 

gfi^4?l7i^^/SlSTORIANS    infrom    U 

i^«/^.^S:^^V^\'^V/J^-^     iliot-         oK/^iit-         «-I->rr>«  UwnArf 


54^-^^^  iliat     about     three     hundred 


&?''4  i-i  j^^  Years  before  the  Birth  of  our 
^/-'.  ^  '.  Saviour,    a  Conelpondence 

(l>  ]  was   ojencd   between    Europe 

g-.;-^^--..^-.-^..:^:^  and  AyZ/v?.     Ftolemy  11,  then 
KiKG   of   Egypt,,    coiunlured    very    much 

to. 
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to  eflabliili  an  Intercourfe  between  the  Con- 
tinents, by  cutting  a  new  Road  th^'o'  Fart  of 
his  Country,  from  Maris  on  the  Red-Sea^  to 
Copta  a  Town  fituated  on  the  Borders  of  the 
Nile,  Eq^ypt  becoming  afterwards  a  PrcHrince 
of  the  Reman  Empire^  by  the  prevailing  Arms 
of  Augustus,  the  Romans  ommitted  no- 
thing that  might  poOibly  facilitate  and  en- 
creaie  the  European  Commerce  with  W/^,  which 
contiMutd  to  ilouriih  in  iheir  Hands,  till  the 
Time  of  Hxiraclius. 

Tw  as  then,  that  upon  the  Declenfion  of 
the  EmpirCy  the  Arabians,  who  were  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  Profits  arifing  from 
the  Inahn  Trade^  and  had  been  hitherto  fub- 
fervient  to  the  Romans  in  it,  left  nothing  un- 
ai  tempted  to  make  Themfelvcs  the  entire 
Mailers  of  fo  important  a  Commerce  ,•  and 
this  they  happily  effeded,  eftablifliing  Co^ 
lonks  in  hdia^  where  they  propagated  the 
Mahometan  Religion,  which  it  feems  was  lui- 
table  enough  to  the  loofe  Temper  of  the 
Natives. 

WhiUI:  the  Arabians  were  Mafters  of  the 
CoaO:  of  India^  the  Commodities  of  that 
Country  continued  the  fame  Courfe  into 
Eur  op  e,  by  way  of  the  Red-Sea^  Alexandria^ 
and  the  Perfian  Qulph^  from  whence  they 
were  tranfported  in  Caravans  to  the  Sea-Pores' 
of  Siria^  where  they  were  bought  by  the 

Italians^ 
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Jtalians^  and  thofe  that  lay  near  the  Levant^ 
wlio  afterwards  difpcrfed  them  over  Europe. 

Tn  this  manner  the  Indian  Trade  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  Ports  of  the  Mediterranean^ 
X\\\  towards  the  End  or  the  fourteenth  Century^ 
when  the  Pok.tugueze  to  their  immortal 
Glory,  failed  round  Africa^  and  arrived  at  CaU 
licut  a  Town  of  the  Eaji  Indies^  in  1^98. 

The  Aralians^  who  were  very  ftrong  in 
India,  did  ail  they  could  to  fruftrate  the  De- 
fign  of  the  new  Comers,  and  hinder  their 
iettling  in  the  Country.  But  the  Poriugueze 
were  iuperior  to  all  Obftacles,  and  with  an 
Intrepidity,  ard  Conftancy  that  can  never  be 
lufficiently  admired,  they  fuftained  the  united 
Force  of  the  Araliam  and  their  Indian  Con- 
federates, upon  whom  they  made  feveral  im- 
portant Conqucfts,  in  which  they  fortified 
thcmfelves  fo  well,  that  at  lafl  They  became 
fibfolure  Mafters  of  the  Trade  of  thofe  vaft 
F.ailern  Regions,  which  they  now  diverted 
from  its  old  Channel,  of  Grand  Cairo  and 
A-lexandriay  and  tran^lerred  it  to  Lisbon. 

Tile  Ccnquefls  of  the  Portugueze  in 
Ajia  and  Africa,  will  beft  appear,  when  we 
defcribe  Thofe  which  the  Dutch  have  fmce 
made  upon  Them  in  thofe  Countries,  hi  the 
mean  I'ime,  the  ?oYiu%ueze  enjoyed  the  Ef- 
fe6K  of  I  heir  Conq-iefts  for  above  an  hun- 
dred   Yt:ars  w^itliour  any    L-ucrruption,  and 

the 
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the  Dutcb^  as  well  as  the  other  European 
People  had  all  the  rich  Commodities  of  h- 
dia  diredly  from  Ltshon,  which  now  tri- 
umphed in  the  Ruin  of  Alexandria  and  Cairo  y 
to  the  unfpeakable  Lofs  and  Detriment  of 
Venice,  and  many  other  Parts  of  Italy. 

Upon  this  Footing  the  European  Com- 
merce to  India  refted,  till  the  latter  End  of  the 
fifteenth  Century,  when  by  the  Death  of  Hen- 
ry the  Cardinal  King  of  Portugal, 
that  Kingdom  became  annexed  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  and  Philip  II,  being  then  at  Va- 
riance with  his  Netherland  SuhjeBs^  which  en- 
ded in  the  Revolt  of  the  united  Provinces ; 
prohibited  their  Trade  to  Lisbon,  and  the 
reft  of  his  Dominions ;  and  thus  the  Dutch 
were  laid  under  the  NecelTity  of  going 
Themfelves  to  India^  and  bringing  from 
thence  the  Commodities  They  had  hitherto 
bought  in  Portugal. 

This  Enterprize  however  could  not  be  fo 
eafily  executed,  as  imagined.  The  Portu^ 
gueze^  and  Spaniards,  moft  inveterate  ene- 
mies to  the  Dutcbj  were  very  powerful  in 
the  Jndies :  They  had  Forts  and  Settlements  ; 
They  had  formed  Alliances ;  and  the  Natives, 
who  for  an  hundred  Years  together,  had 
been  taught  to  confider  Them  as  invincible, 
would  not  be  eafily  induced  to  do  any  thing 
to  difoblige  Them,*    and  befides  all  This, 

Thev 
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They  had  Numbers  of  Men  of  War  continu- 
ally cruifing  on  the  Coaft,  to  hinder  any 
/ittertipc  that  might  be  made  from  Eurcpc 
to  their  Prejudice.  The  Dutch  on  the  Con- 
trary, were  deftitute  of  every  Thing  that 
could  encourage  Them.  They  were  utter 
Strangers  to  thofe  vajl  Indian  Seas  uhich 
they  were  to  pafs,  and  intircly  ignorant 
ot  every  Thing,  except  the  Danger  to 
which  They  expofed  Themfelves  in  the 
Undertaking.  Yet  in  Spite  of  all  This, 
They  attempted  and  performed  the  Voy- 
age. Their  implacable  Hatred  of  the  Spa- 
mardy  the  Love  of  Liberty^  and  Tbirjl  of 
Ga'm^  all  provoked  Them  to  the  Enter- 
prize;  and  in  1^59,  four  Ships  were  fitted 
out  for  Indm^  by  a  few  Merchants  of  Am- 
(ierdam  and  Zealand^  Three  of  which  re- 
turned to  Holland  two  Years  afterwards; 
the  Fourth  having  been  lofl  by  the  Neg- 
ligence cf  the  Seamen. 

Tho*  the  Adventurers  made  little  or  no 
Gain  by  this  firft  Voyage,  yet  it  ferved 
to  convince  Them  the  Attempt  was  not 
impradicable.  They  were  encouraged  to 
try  their  Fortunes  again ;  and  the  lecond 
Voyage  being  attended  with  better  Succefv, 
other  Traders  were  induced  to  join  Them, 
and  thus  by  Degrees^  feveral  Fartner-pips 
were  formed  of  Merchants  trading  to  the 
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Indies,  which  laded  'till  the  Year  1^0 1, 
when  the  States  General  united  thefe 
feveral  fmall  Societies,  into  one  Body,  witli  a 
very  ample  Charter- 
Such  was  the  Rife  of  the  prcfent  Dutch 
Eafl  India  Company,  The  joint  Stock  of 
thefe  incorporated  Merchants  amounted  to 
alout  /even  hundred  and  jifty  thou] and  Pcmuls 
Sterlings  which  They  managed  fo  wd],  that 
in  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  They  de- 
(Iroyed  the  Empire  of  the  Portugueze  m  hdia^ 
eftabliibed  Themfelves  on  Its  Ruins,  and 
have  fince  extended  their  Commerce  to  {o 
great  a  Degree,  that  k  has  been  for  a 
long  Series  of  Years»  one  of  the  beft  Sup- 
ports of  their  own  Country,  as  well  as 
the  Admiration  and  Envy  of  their  Neigh- 
bours. 

Their  firft  Attempt  was  on  the  Tcrtw 
gueze  Fortrcfs  in  the  Ifland  of  Amdoina, 
which  they  took,  and  it  \s  to  this  Day  one 
of  their  principal  Governments  in  the 
Indies,  This  was  fcl lowed  by  the  Conqucft 
of  all  the  Molucca  Islands,  by  which 
They  became  in  a  Manner  abfolute  Mailers 
of  the  Spice  Trade,  the  richell  and  moft 
important  in  the  World.  Their  Succefs 
allarmed  the  Court  of  Madkid,  and  Piu- 
LTP  Ilf,  who  had  now  fucceeded  to 
t\\p  Crown  of  Spain^  offered  to  acknowledge 

Them 
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Them  a  free  and  independent  People,  if  They 
would  abandon  their  Trade  in  the  Eafi  h" 
dies.  But  They  had  already  tailed  the 
Sweets  of  that  Commerce,  and  chofe  to 
continue  the  War  rather  than  part  with  it. 
Their  Conilancy  had  the  defired  Effeftj  and  in 
1 609  Spain^  concluded  a  Truce  with  Them 
for  twelve  Years,  which  was  negotiated  at 
the  Ha^ue  by  the  Spanijh  Minifters,  amongft 
whom  was  Ambrose  Spinola  Himfelf, 
and  it  was  exprefly  agreed,  that  the  Dutch 
Jhould  continue  their  Navigation  and  Commerce^ 
to  all  the  Places  in  the  Eaji  Indies  whi- 
ther They  had  traded  during  the  War. 

In  this  Year  They  began  to  build  the 
famous  Town  of  Batavia,  in  the  Ifle  of 
great  Java,  which  They  fortified  very  ftrong- 
ly,  and  made  it  their  general  Magazine^  and 
the  Seat  of  their  Governour  General.  The 
new  made  Truce,  was  ill  obferved  in  the 
Indies.  The  Sl>aniards  carried  on  the  War 
there  with  as  much  Heat  as  ever,  but  the 
Di4tch  continued  to  be  Succefsful,  and  in 
161 1  we  find  Them  extending  their  Com- 
merce into  the  remotell  Parts  of  India, 
particularly  to  Ja[an,  where  they  fet- 
tled Themlelves  fo  effeiliually,  that  five  Years 
afterwards,  in  !6j6,  They  were  the  only 
European  Nation  wIiJo  traded  thither. 

The 
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The  Truce  expired  in  1621,  and  the  War 
was  renewed  with  Vigour,  both  in  Europe  and 
the  h^/es.  The  Dutch  were  fucceisfii!  in 
both  the  Continents,  and  whilft  Prince  Mau^ 
rice  was  every  where  Vidorious  over  the 
Spaniard  at  Home,  the  Arms  of  the  Compa" 
ny  were  attended  with  a  Torrent  of  Succefs 
in  Indiay  which  laftcd  for  10  Years  together, 
and  in  1 640,  they  took  the  important  Town 
of  Mokcc-y.^  wliich  made  Them  Maftcrs  of 
the  moft  confiderable  Streight  in  hdia^  and 
fecured  their  Trade  to  Chinay  and  iho.  Mo'» 
lucca  JfliirJs. 

In  this  Year  the  Portugueze  revolted 
from  Spain  J  and  crowned  tlie  Duke  of 
Bk.aganza,  King  of  Portugal,  who  was 
acknowledged  by  ali  the  States  dependant 
on  that  Crown,  'm.Ajia^  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica' 

The  Portugueze^  had  been  hitherto  at  War 
with  the  Dnich  as  Subjects  of  Spain,  but 
They  had  fuffered  too  much,  not  to  defire 
a  Peace;  and  this  Change  in  their  Govern- 
ment, gave  Them  a  fair  Pretence  to  de- 
mand It.  Accordingly  the  New  King  asked, 
and  concluded  a  Truce  with  Them  for  ten 
Years,  which  was  extended  to  all  Places, 
both  on  thi^  and  the  other  Side  the 
Line.  But  the  Dutch  did  not  obferve  their 
Treaty  ;    They  attacked  and  took  Gallo,  and 

X  Coiumlo^ 
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Columhoy  two  important  Places  in  the  Ifle  of 
Ceilan^  which  ma'le  Them  Maflers  of  the 
whole  Cmnamon  Trade,  and  gave  Them  the 
Command  of  the  Strcights  between  Cetlan 
and  Cape  Commor'm.  The  Portugueze  hav- 
ing in  vain  demanded  Satisfaction  of  the  Dutch 
for  this  Infradion  of  the  Truce,  the  War 
broke  out  again  ^ecwec^  the  two  Nations,  and 
lafted  fixteen  Years,  in  wtach  the  Portugueze 
were  fuccefsful  in  the  W\(l-Indies,  where  3~hey 
recovered  Brazil  from  the  Weft  India  Com' 
pany  of  Hollandy  but  in  the  mean  Time 
They  left  almoft  All  that  They  pofTeded  in 
the  Eafl'Indks.  The  Dutch  took  all  their 
ftrcng  Places,  and  deftroyed  their  Settle- 
ments, from  the  very  Entrance  into  the  /«- 
dian'Seas  quite  to  Surat  ,*  which  ftruck 
fiich  a  Terror  through  that  vaft  Country, 
that  even  Goa  the  Capital  of  the  Portu- 
gueze^  in  hdia^  was  apprehenfive  of  a  Siege, 
and  dreaded  the  EfTtfts  of  It.  The  Lofs 
of  the  Battle  of  Dalids^  in  a  Manner  put  an 
End  to  the  Empire  of  the  Portugueze  in 
India ;  and  their  x'^llies  the  little  Indian 
Kinis^  terrified  with  the  Succefs  of  the 
Dutch  Arms,  left  their  old  Friends,  and 
put  Themlelves  under  the  Prote6lion  of  the 
Company, 

It 
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It  is  extremely  for  the  Honour  of  the 
Dutch^  that  in  the  very  Heat  of  the  H^ar, 
they  ommitted  nothing  that  might  enlarge 
and  facihtate  their  Commerce.  Their  Settle- 
ment at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  a  Proof  of 
this ;  where  there  is  now  a  large  Town,  with 
a  ftrong  Fort  that  commands  the  Road.  This 
Place,  which  is  fituated  in  a  pleafant  Coun« 
try,  and  a  good  Air,  ferves  the  Dutch,  as 
St.  Helena,  does  the  Bn^lljh^  for  a  Place  of 
Rendezvous  to  their  Ships,  in  their  PalTagc  to 
and  from  Indi:j^  which  are  here  fupplied  with 
Water  and  frefh  Provifions. 

In  1 66 1  the  Dutch  took  Formofa  from  the 
Fortugueze,  an  Ifland  fituated  between  China 
and  Japan^  of  great  Importance  to  the  Trade 
of  thofe  Empires.  Both  Sides  v;ere  now 
weary  of  the  War,  and  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
concluded  between  them  at  the  Hague ^  under 
the  Mediation  of  the  King  of  England,  by 
which  the  Vmted  Provinces  formally  relin- 
quilh'd  Brazil  to  Portugal^  for  a  Sum  of 
Money,  and  lome  other  Advantages^  the 
principal  of  which  was  that  the  Dutch  were 
to  remain  Mafters  of  all  they  had  taken  from 
the  Portiigueze  in  the  Eajl-hd'tes.  But  Jea- 
loufies  arifing  between  the  Vice-Roy  of 
GoA,  and  the  Company's  Govemour  general^ 
the  Peace  was  not  at  all  obferved  in  India  ^ 
and  in  1663,  the  Dutch  took  Coulan^  Cana- 
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mr.  Cochin,  and  Grafufamr,  which  brought 
the  whole  Coaft  of  Malahar  into  their  De- 
pendance.  Several  Indian  Princes  felt  the 
i'orce  of  their  Arms,  as  well  as  the  Tortus 
gueze,  and  in  1669,  the  King  o^  Macajfar^ 
who  was  the  moft  powerful  and  refoluie  of 
all  their  Indian  Enemies,  was  reduced  to  buy 
his  Peace  at  the  Price  of  feveral  FortrefTes, 
and  of  Macaffar  amongft  the  Reft,  which  made 
Them  more  than  ever  abfolute  Mafters  of  the 
Spice  Trade,  which  had  fometimes  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  Incurfions  of  the  Macajfari- 
ans*  In  this  manner,  they  continued  to  con- 
quer upon  the  Portugueze,  till  they  left  them 
only  Go  A,  and  Diu,  which  in  aU  Probability 
will  one  Day  or  other  fall  into  their  Hands. 
In  1675*  They  feized  upon  St.  Thomas  on 
the  Coaft  of  Cormandel ;  in  i68o  they  got 
Pofledion  of  Japara,  and  Cherihan^  in  great 
Java;  and  two  Years  afterwards  they  feized 
the  City  of  Bantam,  whofe  Trade  they  fup- 
prefled,  and   transferred  It  to  Batavia. 

Thus  by  a  long  and  furprifing  Series  of 
Succefs,  they  have  eftablifhed  their  own  Em- 
pire in  the  Eafi-Indies,  by  ruining  that  of 
the  Portugueze  ;  and  now  remain  peaceable 
PoflelTors  o^  Jix  entire  Provinces,  ereded  in- 
%o  Governments,  which  are  Amhoina,  Banda, 
Malucca,  Cormandel^  Ternate,  and  Ceilan,  They 
h^ve  their  Forts  and  Settlements  in  the  Reft 
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of  the  Spice  Iflands  5  Molucca,  Java,  Timor j 
and  Solor;  and  on  the  Coafts  of  Malalar^ 
Macajfar^  Sumatra^  Surat,  Bengal,  Siam,  and 
Japan,  (0c, 

The  Trade  carried  on  between  thefe  feveraj 
Countries,  and  in  general,  from  Holland  to 
India,  is  what  we  are  now  to  confider. 

The  three  great  Articles  of  a  Cargo  fent 
from  Holland  to  the  Ea[l- Indies^  are  Bullion, 
Woollen  Cloth,  and  Linnen>  The  woollen  Cloth 
is  generally  dyed  fcarlet,  and  the  Dutch  are 
very  careful  to  imitate  the  Englijh  manner  of 
Tackage,  and  other  Marks  ufed  by  Us,  in  or- 
der to  preferve  the  Reputation  which  cur  Cloth 
formerly  hort  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  Indies,  to 
which  they  now  have  an  exclufive  Trade*  Befides 
thefe,  they  carry  Brandies,  French  Wines,  Rhe- 
mjh,  Malaga,  Hams,  Beer,  and  Bisket,  but  the 
principal  Article  is  Bullion,  of  which  how- 
ever they  fend  far  Ms^  in  Proportion,  than 
other  Nations  trading  to  the  Indies  ;  which  is 
an  Advantage  they  derive  from  th^'xx  Monopoly 
of  the  fine  Spices ;  Commodities  that  pafs  as 
ready  Money  in  moft"  Countries  of  India. 

The  Merchandizes  brought  from  India  to 
Holland  may  be  diftinguiihed  under  four 
Heads ;  Spices  and  Druggs ;  raw  and  woven 
Silks  ;  Cotton  in  feveral  Shapes;  and  Metals* 

Under  the  Name  of  Spices  are  comprehend- 
ed Cloves,  Cinnamon,  Nutmeggs  and  Mace^  with 
X  3  Pepper 
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Pepper  and  Ginger.  The  four  firfl  are  properly 
called /»f  Spices,  and  at  prefent  are  only  to  be 
found,  in  tho(e  Countries  which  the  Dutch 
are  become  abfolute  Maflers  of. 

Cloves,  were  formerly  the  Produ£l  of  all 
the  Molucca  IJlatids^  but  now  they  are  peculiar 
to  Amhoina^  the  Company  having  rooted  up, 
and  entirely   deflroyed  all  the  Trees   that 
grew  in  the  other  Iflands ;  and  to  foftcn  the 
Rigour  of  their  Policy,    they  allow  the  Kir.g 
o(  Te/nated,  Penfion  of  about  five  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year,  ly  Way  of  Equivalent.     The 
firft  Fort  the  Dutch  poflefled  in  the  Indies^ 
was  upon  the  Ifle  of  ternate  They  afliQed  the 
King  againft  the  Portugueze,  which  procured 
them  his  Confidence ;     but  they  were    no 
fooner  firmly   eftabliilied,   than  they  forced 
their  Benefa£t:or  to  fubmit  to  their  Govern- 
ment.   The  Dutch  tell  you   that  the  C/ove- 
Trees  of  Amloimy  are  more  than  fufficient  to 
fupply  all  the  Univerfe,   and    conlequently 
they  could  not  fell  greater  Quantities  than 
they  do,  tho'  the  Cloves  Ihould  be  more  plen- 
tiful.    But  ihould  they  fuffer  the  Trees  to 
fpread  over  all  the   Molucca    Ijlands^  They 
would  be  more  liable  to  fail  into  the  Hands  of 
another  Nation,  and  confequently  tlieir  Mo- 
nopoly would  be  hazarded. 

This 
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This  IJlandy  which  the  Dutch  conquereJ 
from  the  Portugueze^  was  the  Scene  of  a  cruel 
Tragedy  in  the  Year  1623,  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  Massac^ie  of  Amboina. 
The  Dutch  executed  all  the  Rnnjifh  that  were 
Upon  the  Klandj  under  the  Pretext  ot  their 
being  Accomp'ices  in  a  Confpiracy,  to  kill 
the  Sovermur,  and  feize  the  Citta^el;  having 
firft  obliged  Them  by  unheard  of  Tortures, 
to  acknowledge  the  Defign  they  were  accufed 
with.  The  Truth  is,  the  Hollander  had  no 
mind  the  Enghfb  lliould  have  any  Share  in 
the  Clove-Trees^  and  the  other  fne  Spices* 
A  great  Deal  more  might  be  faid ;  but  as  the 
Matter  has  been  compounded  in  public  Trea- 
ties^ (a)  I  fhall  only  add,  that  'tis  polTible 
ive  may  alfo  have  forgiven  the  Dutch,  hnt  they 
will  never  helievc  we  have. 

There  are  two  forts  of  Cinnamon, /i^^f, 
and  mild ;  this  Laft  is  of  far  lefs  Value  ttian 
the  Former,  which  is  only  to  be  found  in 
the  Ifle  of  ceiLwy  m  a  fmall  Trad  of  forty 
or  fifty  Miles  upon  the  Sea  Coaft,  within  the 


(a)  See  the  Treaty  of  Feace  and  Union  between  Otu 
vER  Cromwell  as  Protetior  of  England,  and  the  States 
General  concluded  at  Weflmhiftcr,  AptiU  'ith,  1654.  Alfo 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendthip  betwt-en  Charles  II, 
and  the  Qid  States^  done  ac  Wcjlm'mflerj  feb,<)tb.  1673-4. 

X  4  CoiJh. 
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Command  of  the  Di^tch  Settlements  ;  who 
take  care  to  prevent  the  Encreafc  of  the  Cin" 
ftamcn^Trees  :  and  it  we  may  believe  Monfeur 
Huet^  they  were  at  the  Expence  ot  taking 
Cccbnn  from  the  Porfugueze,  tl.e  better  to 
lecure  the  Monopoly  of  this  Spice  ;  for  it 
feems  the  Portugueze  found  a  ^reat  Deal  of 
conin:c}}  or  mild  Cinnamon  about  Coch'tm^ 
which  tlicy  Irequently  put  oft  tor  that  of 
Ce'iLw^  and  by  that  Means  hindred  the  Hol- 
landers from  ferting  what  Price  they  pleafed 
upon  this  Commodity. 

NuTMEGGs  and  Mace  grow  only  in  the 
lile  of  Ear.da^  where  the  Dutch  obferve  the 
fame  Policy  as  in  Ceilan  and  A>nhGina^  omit- 
ting nothing  rhat  may  hinder  the  fprcading 
of  thefe  Trees,  and  confine  the  Trade  to 
Themfelves,  which  ihey  have  enjoyed  with- 
out any  in:.enuptionj  flnce  the  Year  1669, 
that  tiiey  reduced  the  King  of  Mad^jfar^  who 
being  a  near  Neighbour  to  this  jjland^  his 
Sabjeds  ufed  to  take  off  great  Quantities  of 
Mace  and  Nutmeggs,  which  they  lold  after- 
wards to  the  Eriglijh  and  Fortugiieze  at  an  un- 
der Rate;  and  by  that  Means  very  much  leff- 
ened  tlie  Gains  of  the  Company.  But  amongfc 
other  hard  Conditions  imp  jfed  on  this  Prince^ 
they  obliged  iiim  to  drive  the  P.  nugueze  en- 
tirely cut  of  his  Country^  and  refufe  the  Vfe  cf 
his  Se^^ Forts   to   all  European  rejjcls  except 
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their  own :  by  which  they  have  efTectually  fe- 
cured  this  Trade  to  the  Exclufion  of  all  other 
Nations. 

Pepper  is  diftinguiilied  into  large  and  fmall. 
The  firft  is  found  on  the  Goaft  of  Malahar^ 
and  in  the  Idands  of  Sumatra  and  Java,  The 
latter  is  peculiar  to  Achem  and  Bantam.     'Tis 
pretended  that  the  Confumption  of  Fepper 
is  greater  in  India  than   in  Europe^  efpecially 
of  the  fmall  Kind  ;  the  Indians  and  Mahome- 
tans  putting  it  whole  into  their  Difiics,  or  at 
moft  a  little  bruifed,  without  reducing  it  to 
Powder  ;  and  'ti-*  thought  to  be  more  whole- 
fome  in  thofe  (ultry  Regions,  than  in  colder 
and  more  temperate  Climates.    There  is  no 
Commodity  that  has  a  more  current    Vent 
in  the  Indies^  than  Veppcr  ;  and  accordingly 
the  Monopoly  of  this  Spice  has  been  the  con- 
flant  Objed  of  the  Dutch  Company:    But  they 
have  been  always  flrongly  oppofed  by  the 
Englifky    who  hitherto  continue  to  preferve 
their  Share  in  this  Branch  of  Trade,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Hollander^  and  the  Yortugueze. 
Ginger  is  the  Root  of  a  Tree  reiembling 
that  of  the  P.ofe:  We  are  told  it  grows  in 
grcatcft  i'lenty  about  MaUhar^  a  Tcwn  in 
the  Moout%  Country,  from  whence  it  is  chiet- 
iy  exported,  and  has  a  general  ConK;mption 
in  India^    as   well  as   the  Northern  Paris  of 
Enrope^  which  take  of!  very  large  Quantitiei. 

T£A 
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Te  r,  which  for  its  Univerfaliry,  may  be 
placed  at  the  Head   ot  the  Druggs,  that  are 
brought   from   India  y   is  no   more  thin  the 
1  eaves  of  a  Tree,  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
Foot  high,  gathered  in  the  Springs   and  dried 
in  C  opi-zcr  Pans  over  the  Fire^  or  in  the  Sun, 
'tili  they  flirmk  up  to  the  Size  in  which  we 
fee    them.     China  produces  a  great  Deal, 
but  the  beft    is   thought  to  grow   in  Japan, 
and  from  thefe  Countries  the  Dutch  furnifh 
Themfelves  wuh  all  they  bring  from  India. 
Indigo    and    Salt-fetre,    which  are  two 
very  confiderable   .Articles  in  the  Trade  of 
the  Company,  are  both  the  Produd  ot  the 
Moguls  Country ;  and  of  the  Province  of 
Jgra,  in  the  Kingdom  o[  Gekonda.     We  are 
told  that  hdigo  is  made  of  the  Leaves  of  a 
Plant   refembhng  Hemp^  which  after   being 
rotteJ  in  Water,  are  wrought   into  a  Sub- 
ftance,  of  the  confiflency  ot  Clay^  which  as 
foon  as   dried  becomes  Indigo.     The  Dutch 
bring  H';me  every  Year  about  fix  Thoujand 
Weight  of  this  Drugjg,  whicli  they  didribute 
afterwards  through  all  the    North   Parts  of 
Europe*     Saltpetre   is  alfo  brought   from 
India  to  Holland  in  excefiive  Quantities,  and 
is  there  made  into  Gmpou:der.     Bengal   af- 
f  jrds  the  Company  a  vaft  Quantity  of  coarfe 
Sugar^  which  when  brought  to  HAlatid  is  re-. 
fined,  and  told  to  all  the  nci^hbou ing  Coun- 
tries. 
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tries,  with  a  very  confiderable  Profit.  Lacga, 
the  ProcJu6i:ion  of  an  Indian  PifmhCy  is  a 
Kind  of  Gum  faid  to  be  made  by  that  h- 
fe^y  in  the  fame  manner  that  Bees  produce 
Honey.  There  are  two  Kinds  of  this  Drugg, 
biack  and  rel,  but  the  latter  is  in  greateft 
Plenty ;  and  'tis  from  this  fort  that  the  /«- 
fiians  extract  that  hvely  ReJ^  with  which  they 
ftain  their  ^ilks  and  Callicoes,  in  that  beau- 
tiful manner  which  fo  much  exceeds  our  Imi- 
tation. This  Drugg  is  produced  in  Pegu^ 
Jfcft,  Bengal^  GuzoraUe,  and  feveral  other 
Parts  of  Iffdia-  The  Hollanders  pay  about 
ten  Stivers  a  Pound  for  it  in  thole  Countries : 
and  Mofifieur  Huet  charges  them  with  mix- 
ing it  up  with  Rolin^  and  afterwards  felling 
it  in  Europe^  at  ten  Stivers  per  Ounce  ;  fo  that 
their  Gain  is  hardly  to  be  computed.  Rhu- 
barb and  Musk  are  found  in  leveral  Parts  of 
India  ;  but  no  wherein  fo  great  Perfe6tion,  as 
in  Bouton  a  Kingdom  fituated  between  the 
Great  Moguts  Country,  and  Tartary  ;  from 
whence  they  are  fetched  by  the  People  of 
Bengaly  and  other  Merchants  of  y4fia,  who 
Icli  them  to  the  Dutch-  To  thefe  Druggs  we 
mud:  add  Amhergreefe^  Camphire,  Benzoin, 
Borax  and  Bezoar ;  with  leveral  forts  of 
Wood,  as  Aquila,  Siampan  or  Braz,il^  Lignum^ 
jiloeSf  Rofewoody  Sindal^  Ehony^  Calamlour^ 
iatatQur  and  iocoa^    all  whiph  are  the  Produd 
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of  the  hJies,  and  arc  brought  to  I-Iolland 
in  great  Quantities,  from  whence  They  are 
again  diftributed  over  Europe,  with  a  very 
extraordinary  Profit. 

The  Productions  of  Arabia,  which  the 
Dutch  fetch  from  Mocca  on  the  Red-Sea^  and 
the  other  Arahian  Forts,  are  Frankince??fey 
Mirb,  Mannah,  Balm,  Aloes,  Dragons  Blood, 
Coffee,  and  feveral  Kinds  of  Guf^S' 

The  Commerce  of  Persia  is  carried  on 
by  the   Port  of  Surat-    That  Part  of  it  un- 
der the  great  Mogtil,    affords  vaft    Quanti- 
ties of  all  Sorts  of  Silk,   Indigo,  Saltpetre^ 
Lacca^   Agates,    and    Ginger.      Silk    is    the 
chief   Com.modity  of    the  Reft    of  PerJJa, 
which  produces  hkewife  a    Imall  Quantity 
of  fine    Wool,  Pearls,    Turquois  Stones,   and 
oriental  Agates-     Bengal   one  of  the  moft 
friiitful  Provinces  of  hdia,   in  Subje£tion  to 
the  great  Mogul,   aflords    Indigo,    Saltpetre, 
n\A  Sugar   in  the  greaieft   I  lenty ;  and  the 
bed  Stik  of  the  Indies,    which  the    Dutch 
take  ofi  m  prodigious  Quantities.     To  thefe 
we  may  add  Diamonds,  and  the  fevera!  Com- 
modities produced  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bm- 
ton^  Vv'hich  are  fetched  from  thence  by  the 
Mercliants  of  Bengal 

The  Country  from  Surat  to  Cape  Co- 
MORix,  which  incliides  the  Ccaft  of  Mala- 
}ar,  abounds  with  Pepper, 

Co  R.-. 
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CoRMANDEL,  and  GoLCONDA,  afford 
Cotton,  Calicoes,  Chintzes,  Indigo,  Bezoar^ 
and  yellow   Diamonds. 

Pegu  yields  Lacca,  and  Metals  of  feveral 
Sorts,  Gold^  Silver,  Ruhies,  Saphires,  To- 
pazes,   Hyacynths  and  Amethifls- 

Si  AM,  produces  Rice,  Elephants  Teethy 
Tin,  Lead,  Siampan  Wood^  and  Deer  Skins, 
Gold,    and  China- 

JOR,       LiGOR,     JaMDI,        QuEDA,     PeRvX, 

and  Sumatra,  &c.  all  Places  bordering 
upon  the  Streights  cf  Malacca,  afford 
Tin  and  Lead. 

Silk,  Musky  and  Lignum  Aloes,  are  the 
Produce  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tonquin. 

China  which  has  always  been  efteemed 
the  richeft  Country  of  India,  produces 
woven  and  raw  Silk  of  3 11  Kinds;  Cotton^ 
Calicoes,  Carnhlets,  and  Hemp ;  Gold,  Tin, 
Copper,  Steel,  and  Iron,  precious  Stones  of  fe- 
veral Sorts;  Lapis  Lazuli,  and  Marhh ;  A- 
quila,  and  Ebony  or  Brazil  Wood ;  Tea, 
Sugar,  Musk,  ^ick-Silver,  China-Roots,  Rhu- 
barb, Pale  and  brown  Amber,  Porcelain^  fine 
Cabinets,  and  many  other  particulars,  which 
It   would  be  tedious   to  enumerate. 

Silver  and  Copper  are  the  principal 
Commodities  brought  from  Japan:  To 
which  we  may  add  7ea,  and  the  Wood  which 

bears 


3i8        B  A  T  AV  I  A    Part  II. 

bears  the  Name  of  that  Country  made  into 
fine  Cabinets,  and  Works  of  feveral  Shapes. 

Sumatra,  one  of  the  mod  confiderable 
lilands  of  the  Indies,  U  divided  into  fmall 
Sovereignties,  and  produces  Vepper^  Gold- 
Du[}^  Lamphire^  and  Benzoin,  The  Dutch 
have  found  Means  to  make  Thems'elves  fo 
formidable  to  the  little  Princes  of  the  IJlayidy 
that  .  They  have  engaged  them  ly  Treaty  to 
fell  their  Merchandize  to  no  other  Nation. 

The  delightlul  JJle  of  great  Java  is  the 
Center  of  the  Dutch  Commerce,  and  the 
Seat  of  their  Capital  in  India  The  prin- 
cipal Commodity  of  the  Ifland  is  Pepper : 
Cinnamon^  and  Ginger  hkewife  grow  here,  and 
of  late,  the  Dutch  have  planted  Coffee  with 
good  Succefs.  Java  is  one  of  the  mofl  fer- 
tile and  pleafant  Countries  of  Lidia  ;  Its 
Plains  are  watered  with  Rivers,  whofe 
Banks  arc  covered  with  Cocoas,  and  other 
Fruit  Tree?,  that  wear  a  perpetual  Verdure, 
and  fcreen  the  Traveller  from  the  Sun,  at 
tlie  fame  Time  that  their  Produffions  af- 
ford Him  a  moft  agreeable  Refrefhrnent. 
Hice  grows  herein  great  Quantities,-  Beef, 
Fork,  Fcwls,  and  Fidgeons  are  in  Plenty, 
and  Mutton  is  only  Icarce  from  the  ex- 
tream  Fertility  of  the  Soil,  which  affords 
fo  luxuriar^t  a  Pafture  that  the  Sheep  Feed 
'till   they  burft.    Tis  laid    the   f'ine  bears 
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feven  Times  in  two  TearSy  but  the  Grape 
affords  no  l^ine,  Nature  by  precipiraiing 
the  Birth,  deflroys  maturity.  Formerly 
there  was  a  great  Number  of  Cities  in  the 
Ifle  of  Javay  governed  by  their  feveral 
Jdf^gSj  but  thofe  who  had  the  Misfortune 
to  be  fituated  near  Batavia,  were  gr:: du- 
ally fwallowed  up,  by  the  growing  l-owcr 
of  the  Dutch,  and  of  fuch  as  lay  farther 
off,  fome  have  totally  loll  their  Liberty, 
and  others  in  Part.  The  moft  powerful 
of  thele  Princes  were  the  Kings  of  Mata- 
ram,  Japara^  Bafiram,  and  Jacaira.  The  for* 
mer,  who  pretends  to  be  Emperor  o\  the 
Ifland,  retains  his  Liberty  from  the  flrong 
Situation  of  his  Capital  Mataram^  which 
lies  in  a  vafl  Plain,  encom palled  with 
prodigious  Mountains,  covered  with  thick 
Woods,  thro*  which  the  PafTages  are  lb 
narrow,  that  They  cannot  be  forced.  Ja-> 
para  is  fubje£t  to  the  Vutch  Government, 
but  retains  a  confiderable  Share  of  her 
antient  Commerce.  Bantam  which  was 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  Sovereignties  of 
the  Ifland,  is  entirely  reduced  to  the  Sub- 
jedion  of  the  Hollanders,  and  its  Trade, 
as  I  have  obferved  above,  is  transfered  to 
Batavia.  Originally,  the  Portugueze  and 
Englijh  had  confiderable  Settlements  in  this 
City,  and   interfered  very   much  with  the 

Trade 
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Trade  of  the  Company.  But  the  Dutch  took 
the  Opportunity  cf  a  Civil  War^  andhy  f up- 
porting  the  Son  of  the  King  of  Bantam  in  a 
Revolt  again[i  his.  Father^  They  at  laft  made 
Themfelves  Maftcrs  of  the  City  and  its 
Commerce.  Tlieir  Competitors  the  Englijjj 
and  Portugueze  were  immediately  expeiicd, 
and  the  People  of  Bantam  are  to  this  Day 
the  Slaves  of  the  Dutch  Company^  wliom  They 
furnlih  with  an  immenfe  Quantity  cf  Pep- 
per. As.  for  Jacatra^  the  very  Name  of  it 
IS  now  extinguifiied,  and  liink  in  that  of 
Batavia.  The  Hollanders  at  firft  defired 
Leave  to  build  a  Fort,  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  Merchandize ;  but  having  in  Frocefs 
of  Time  made  Themfelves  Mailers  of  Ja- 
catra^  They  deftroyed  the  old  Town  and 
built  their  Batavia  upon  its  Ruins.  This  is 
now  one  of  the  fineft  Cities  in  the  Indies. 
Through  every  Street  of  the  Town  runs  a 
Canal,  that  is  fed  by  the  River  Jacatra^ 
which  ftill  retains  its  old  Name.  Thefe 
Canals  are  bordered  with  Trees  that  are 
perpetually  green,  and  the  exceiTive  Heat 
is  allayed  by  a  Sea  Breeze  which  rifes  e- 
very  Day  at  Ten  in  the  Morning,  and 
reigns  'till  the  fame  Hour  at  Night,  when 
it  gives  place  to  a  gentle  Gale  from  the 
Land  ;  fo  that  the  natural  Day,  is  equal- 
ly divided  between  two  iriendly  Winds,  one 

of 
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i  of   whHi    ferves  ro  bring  all  Manner   cf 
i  fmall  VeiTels  into  the  City,  an  J  the   other 
to  carry  Them  away,  as  loon  as  They  are 
I  unloaded.      As    they    are    not    expofcd    to 
I  Hurricanes,  the  Houles  are  built   extrtamly 
I  high,  which  gives  the  City  an  Air  of  Mag- 
I  niricence.     There  are  Numbers  of  different 
'  Nations  to   be   found   at    Batavia,    as  vveii 
of  the  eadern  as  weflern  World.     Tiie  Ro- 
man Catholicks  enjoy  a  Liberty  of  ^  Confci- 
ence  there,   as  in  Holland.     The  Chinese, 
who  alone  are  computed  to  be  four  or  five 
Thoufand,  inhabit  a  Suburb  by  Themfelves, 
where  They  have  their  Pag  ode   and  their 
Burying  Places.     Amongft   a  great  Number 
of  Churches,    there  is  one  for  the  Reform- 
ed Indians^  where  the  Service  is  peribrmeJ . 
in  their  own  Language^    Of  thefe,  the  Fe* 
males  are  the   moft  numerous,   which   pro- 
ceeds from  a  Laiv  that  obliges  the  Women 
wiio  marry  Europeans^  to  turn  Chrijlians  ;  but 
the   fame  Law  docs  not  bind  tiie  Men,   or 
rather  they   are  not  permitted  to  in^rry  Eu- 
ropean Women.     Batavia^  is  thw-  general  Ma- 
gazme  of  the  Company,  as  well  tor  Euro- 
pean as  Indian  Commodities.     Tiie  Road  is 
g'^cd  and  commanded  by  aFort^  flanked  witti 
lour  BajtionSj  and  lined  with  Free-Stem 

Borneo,  is  univerfaliy  agried  to  be  the 
iargeft  Ifland  in  the  Indies,  and  its  Jnhabi- 

Y  tanis 
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tants  the  mod  treacherous.  According  to 
Mcnfieur  Huei^  They  have  mere  than  once 
infulted  the  Settlement  which  the  Dutch  for- 
merly had  there,  for  v/hich  Reafcn  They  have 
been  permitted  to  bring  the  Commodities  of 
their  Country  to  Batavht,  tlie  principal  of 
which  are  Diatnonds  and  Camphire^ 

Macassar,  an  Ide  divided  amongfi:  feve- 
ral  petty  Kings,  of  whom,  He  who  bears  the 
Name  of  the  Ifland,  was  formerly  very  for- 
midable to  the  Dutcb^  aiTcrds  great  Quanti- 
ties of  Tepper^  Sandal^  and  Siampan  Wood  \ 
Gcld-Dufl,  and  TortoifeJhelL  The  Dutch 
maintain  a  confiderable  Garrifon  in  the 
Fort  of  Maccijfar,  which  is  a  Port  of  ex- 
tream  Confequence  to  their  Spice  trade. 

Such  are  the  Produdlions  of  thole  ex- 
tenfive  Regions,  a  great  Part  of  which  are 
in  the  immediate  Dependence,  or  under  the 
Influence  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-hdia  Company. 
Prodigious  Quantities  of  the  Comodities 
I  have  mentioned,  are  yearly  tranfport- 
ed  from  India  to  Holland^  by  a  Fleet 
of  about  twenty  fcven  Ships ;  but  we  arc 
not  to  imagine  that  fo  rich  a  Return  is 
purchafed  by  the  Cargo  which  the  Cowpany 
i^nds  annually  from  Europe  to  the  Indies. 
Their  Spices  are  the  true  Ba^n  of  all  their 
mighty  Traifick,  and  the  Grandeur  of  the 
Cor/}pany;    and   to  this  we  may  add,   that 

the 
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the  Dittch  are  in  riie  Indies^  what  we  find 
Them  in  Europe^  the  Porters  or  Carriers  of 
other  People,  and  They  take  Care  to  be  very 
well  paid  for  their  Labour.  With  their 
Spices  alone,  which  come  I0  cheap  to  Them, 
They  purchafe  all  the  rich  Produdions  of 
Arabia.  They  alfo  fend  vafl  Quantities  to 
the  MoguFs  Country,  Bengal  and  Perjia; 
whither  they  bring  likewile,  the  Copper^ 
Camphire^  Tortotjefliell^  Vermillion^  Orchalmj^ 
Tin,  Benzoin.,  and  other  Commodities,- 
which  They  buy  up  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Indies^  and  exchange againflc  the  irodudions 
of  thefe  Countries. 

Thus  to  CoKMANDEL  and  Golconda, 
they  iend  tlieir  Spices^  with  the  Copper  they 
buy  at  Japan',  Malacca  Tin.,  Gold  Oar  of  fhe  iOe 
o^  Sumatra,  ^Jck-Silver,  Elephant's  Teeth^Cam* 
phire^  fer  million,  Siampan  and  Sandalwood. 

To  Pegu,  Si  am,  and  Malacca,  They 
bring  their  Spices.  Linnen  of  all  Kinds, 
Cloath,  Serges,  Tammies,  Elephant's  Teethy 
Sandal  Wood,  red  and  white  Coral,  Amher  and 
Silver:  and  to  Japan,  they  carry  the  Com- 
modities purchafed  in  China,  with  which, 
and  their  Slices,  They  purchafe  the  Silver. 
and  CoppEK  of  that  Country. 

After  this  View  of  the  cxrenfive  Commerce 

carried  on  by  the   Dutch  in  the  Eajhlndies  ; 

It  is  our  prelent  I5u(inefs  to  examine  in  what 

Y  1  manner 
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manner  and  by  whom  the  AfTairs  of  the  Com- 
pany  are  govtrned. 

The  Direcicrs  cf  the  Ccmpdny  form  fix  dif- 
ferent Allemhlies;  five  (f  which  are  eftab- 
Ijhed  in  the  Province  of /7(7//j;/^,  and  one  in 
Zealand.  Thefe  are  held  at  Arrtftcrdam,  Rot-' 
ierdaviu  Delft^  Horn,  Enchuifsn^  and  at  M'ld- 
dlchcrcuqjj:  hi  each  cf  -A'hicli  Places,  the  CW- 
paf^y  has  a  Magazine,  where  the  Goods  brought 
trom  hdia,  are  laid  up  in  trie  following  Fro- 
porrions.  Amflerdam  receives  one  Half  j  Mid- 
dklcrcHgb  one  Fourth  ;  and  the  other  Towns 
have  the  reniaining  Fourth  amongft  Them  ; 
at  each  of  which  Places  there  are  puhlk  Sales 
twice  a  Year  by  Order  of  the  D}re^ors.  Out 
of  thefe  feveral  Courts,  is  formed  another, 
called  the  x4.ssembly  of  Seventeen,  to 
which  Afvjlerdam  nominates  Eight  Deputies  : 
Middlehorcugh  Four^  each  of  the  other  Cham- 
bers one;  and  the  Seventeenth  is  deputed  by 
aii  the  Courts  alternatively.  To  this  Afiem- 
lly  is  deferred  the  Care  of  the  moO;  impor- 
tant AfKiirs  of  the  Company  Every  Thing  that 
relates  to  Shippings  public  Sales,  Dividends,  the 
Nomination  of  the  Govern  our  General  in  the  In' 
dies,  the  Dire^or  General,  Major  General,  Ad- 
mirals, and  other  principal  Officers,  is  here  i 
dcterm/med  by  a  Plurality  of  Voices ;  fo  that  ' 
ih^'Yo'^noi  Amflerdam^  which  names  eight  of 
the  DireHors  out  of  feventten^  has  only  one  Voice 

to 
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to  ^ii!f^,   in  orrler  tc  nifpofs  ahfolntely  of  all  the 
mojl  important  Interelts  of  the  Company, 

This  Court  is  held  two  or  three  times  a 
Year,  moll  commonly  at  Amflerdam ;  and 
when  the  States  General  have  any  Thing  be- 
fore Them,  relating  to  xXrt  E-iJi-hdia  Com- 
pany^ The  AfT^mbly  deputes  forae  of  her 
Members  to  confer  with  Tiiem.  AH  By- 
Laws  for  the  Regulation  of  Trade  in  the 
Indies,  are  ena£led  by  this  Coi^rt ;  of  which 
we  fliall  be  more  particular  in  the  Sequel, 
when  we  come  to  confider  the  loterefts  of 
Great  Britain^  as  they  may  interfere  with 
thofe  cf  the  Zlnited  Frovimes^  The  Sii- 
pream  Diretlion  of  the  Company's  Affairs 
in  the  Indies,  is  committed  by  this  Ailembly, 
to  the  Council  of  State  at  Batavia;  confiil:-^ 
log  of  the  Governour  General^  who  is  Prs" 
(Uent  of  the  Council,  with  a  double  Voice  j 
(ix  C ounce  I  I  or  s  in  ordinary^  and  fo  m?.ny  ex- 
traordinary^ as  the  Ajfemhly  o^.  f event e en  think 
fit  to  direct.  But  when  the  Governour  and 
the  fix  ordinary  Councellors  are  all  prefent, 
then  the  extraordinary  have  only  a  Right  to 
debate  without  voting.  The  Governour  Ge- 
aeral  is  chofen  for  three  Years ;  but  He  is 
ufually  continued  for  Life.  The  Direflors 
know  very  well  their  Governour  General  maH: 
get  Money  :  buL  it  would  coll  the  Company 
too  much  to  have  a  irelh  Edate  made  upoa 
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them  every  three  Years,  which  is  the  true 
Reaion  why  they    continue  their  Govermur^ 
whole  F'.-rtune  being  once    made,  he  grows 
kfs  rapacious.     This  Oficer  is   Generalijfmoy 
and  High   Admiral,  on  the  other  Side  the 
Cape  of  good  Fiope ;  and  has  his  fubordinate 
Gificers,  the  Major  General^  and  inferior  Ad. 
tmralS'  Indeed,  if  we  only  abate  his  Depen- 
dance  on  the  Compafiy^  who  may  revoke  his 
Commiliion  at  Pleafure,     his  Authority  in 
the  Indies,  far  exceeds  that  which  the  Princes 
of  Ora)?ge  exercilcd  formerly  as  Stadtholders 
of  tlie  Vnited  Provinces  ;  for  the  St adr holder, 
as  we  have  feen,  can  neither  make  Peace  nor 
iVar,  levy  Forces^  befiege  a  Town,  or  invade 
an  Ene-/yiy\  Country,  without  the  exprefs  Con- 
fent  of  iwt  States  :  but  the  Governour  General 
may  do  all  tliefe  even  againffc  the  Opinion  of 
the  CcunciL     Indeed,  if  the  Succefs  be  not  fa- 
I'ourable,  Ke  runs  the  Hazard  of  his  Head, 
if  He  Ihould  be  difavowed  by  his  Principals. 
But   it  fcklom  happens  that  He  meets  with 
any  Oppoucion  from  the  Councellors,  who 
are   apt  enough  to  ply  under  fo  ample  an 
Authority  as  is  annexed  to  his  Oilice.    Of 
this  there  was   an  Example  in  Governour  SveU 
many  who  entered  into  Treaties,  declared  War, 
made  Peace ^  and  difpofed   cf  every    Thing 
after  his  ov.n  Way,  without  any  Controul. 
The  Governour  General  reprefefJts  the  Dignity, 

and 
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and  we  may  almofl  fay  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Company*  His  Court  and  Equipage  are  mag- 
nificent :  He  is  attended  upon  all  Occafions 
with  Horfe  and  Foot  Guar tfs :  Ke  gives  Audi- 
ence to  Er/ibalfadors  of  the  Indian  Princes^  with 
the  Litmoft  Splendour  and  Ceremony ;  and 
a£ls  in  all  Refpe6ls  like  a  great  and  Sovereign 
Prince^  at  the  Head  of  large  and  powerful 
Territories'  The  Major  General  is  the  fecond 
Perfon  in  tlie  Indies,  and  comm.arids  all  the 
Forces  under  tlie  Governour.  The  Dintlor 
General  is  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  Council 
of  State,  and  fuperintends  all  the  Afiairs  of 
Commerce.  When  the  Governour,  or  any  o- 
ther  Member  of  the  Council  d^vts,  it  depends 
on  the  Reft  of  tlie  Councellsrs,  to  fill  up  the 
Vacancy  by  EkBion;  which  mufl;  be  con- 
firmed by  the  AfTembly  of  feventeen. 

The  Company  maintains  about  twelve 
Thoufand  regular  Troops  in  the  Indies,  and 
'tis  faid,  that  in  their  feveral  Governments 
and  Dependancies,  they  have  above  a  hundred 
Thoufand  of  the  Natives  able  to  bear  Arms, 
who  are  at  theirDevoticn,  and  upon  Occafion 
are  joined  to  their  regular  Troops.  The  Com- 
pany's naval  Force  in  Europe  and  the  Indies, 
may  together  ccnfiri:  of  about  ftxty  Sail  of 
Ships,  fit  for  Service,  from  thirty  to  faty 
Guns  ;  which  may  be  indifTerently  employed, 
either    as  Men   of    War,    or    Merchant  Men. 

Y  4  It 
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It  will  be  very  cafily  concluded  from  what 
has  been  faid,  that  the  hflian  Trade,  as  ma- 
naged by  the  Dutch,  mull  bring  in  immtnfe 
Trcalures  'Tis  certain  that  the  yearly  Re- 
turn from  India  to  Holland,  amounts  to  about 
tivo  Mill'tcns  Sterling ;  and  forae  pretend  to 
Ihy,  th.atthe  general  Projits  of  the  Company^ 
gre  not  Ms  than  five  Millions  Sterling  per  An- 
Viinn^  which  is  no  more  than  is  reqiiifite  to 
.  anfvver  thej^<?r/y  Divide^fd  made  to  the  Sha- 
rers, and  the  exorbitant  Expences  the  Ccm- 
pany  is  at,  botlj  in  Europe  and  the  Indies^  m 
Salaries  to  tlie  Governcurs,  Covtmiijfioners  and 
Viredcrs\  in  Wages  to  Officers,  Soldiers,  and 
Sean:en  ;  and  in  the  Charge  cf  Fortifications, 
Ayy>r-fiH}nticn,  and  the  luilding.,  rigging,  li^iu^ 
ailing  and  repairing  fo  many  hhips.  To 
whicii  ue  muit  add,  the  Rewards  and  Pre^ 
y^Kfj- made  by  the  Company  to  their  Allies^ 
which  are  oficn  of  an  immenfe  Value. 

There  is  another  Board  eftabliflicd  at  Ba- 
tavia,  by  the  Af/emlly  o?  f event een,  called  the 
high  Court  cf  Jufiice,  which  hears  and  de- 
termines all  CaufeSj  both  civil  and  crimin.il, 
in  the  laft  Refort.  Appeals  lie  to  this  Board, 
f'>  om.  the  Judgment  of  VJl  tlie  other  Courts  of 
"Jufiice  in  the  leveral  Governments :  and  flie 
i?as  Power  to  try  the  Governour  General  Him- 
{ci'i^,  and  condemn  Him  to  Deaths  if  found 
guilty  of  Tre^ifon.     One   would   naturaliy  u 
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magine,  that  Appeals  fhould  lie  from  the 
Seiienre  ofthi^  Court,  eiiher  to  thi Ajfemhly 
o^ Jev'f^tee^,  or  to  the  General  Company:  but 
Tliey  have  thought  fit  tor  leveral  political 
ReaTans,  to  auihorite  the  high  Court  of  Ba- 
tavia^  to  give  Judgment  detinidvely,  in  all 
Proceries  wl.atfotver,  from  which  in  Effe6t 
there  lies  no  Appeal,  exctpt  to  the  States 
General  Themfelves  in  their  k\ijl:.tive  Capacity. 
I  ibal!  have  Occafion  ia  the  Sequel,  to  inlert 
the  Flacart  that  is  every  Year  publifhed  at 
Batavia ;  which  will  itiil  give  a  further  .Light 
into  the  Manner  in  vvliich  the  Company  s  Af- 
fairs are  governed.  Tiie  Governours  of  the 
fix  Provinces  above-mentioned.  With  Him  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  and  nil  otiier  Settlements 
or  Commanderies^  are  chofcn  by  the  Ajfernhly 
offeventeen ;  to  whom  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
turn annually,  exact  Accounts^  of  every  Thing 
neceflary  for  the  Company  to  be  apprized  of, 
for  ttie  belter  Government  ot  their  Affairs. 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  Viev/  of  the  Dutc^ 
Eajl-India  Company^  m  its  Rife,  Progrefs,  Com- 
merce, and  Government,  We  have  traced 
It  from  a  feehle  Infancy^  to  a  State  of  Strengrh 
and  Maturity ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  Sub- 
ject in  the  World,  that  a(ford;>  fo  noble  and 
convincing  an  Example,  of  the  Force  and 
Power  ot  Commerce^  when  under  a  wife  and 
conftanc   Direction. 

SECT, 


Sect  IV. 

O  F     T  H  E 

Butch  Wefl-'India   Company. 


^HE  Portuguese  firft  dif- 
covered  America,  in  their  Paf- 
fage  to  the  Eafi-hdkSy  where 
They  afterwards  built  feveral 
Forts,  and  were  the  only  Eu- 
ropean People,  who  for  many 
Years  had  any  b'ettlement  upon  the  Wefterxa 
Ccaft  of  this  Continent,  and  in  the  adjacent 
in^nds.  The  Dutch  then  fetched  the  Product 
of  thofe  Countries  from  Lisbon  ;  but  when 
Th'dij)  II,  fucceeded  to  the  Croivn  of  Portugaly 
and  prohibited  ?.il  Intercouife  between  that 
Nation  snd  the  Netherlands^  The  Dutch,  as 
we  have  already  obferved,  were  then  put 
upon  ihe  Neceility  of  trading  directly  to  the 
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Indies ;  and  the  Succefs  that  attended  thofe 
who  undertock  the   Voyage  to  Eafi-hdia^ 
encouraged  others  to  attempt  a  Commerce 
with  Africa,  and  America.     Their  firft  Settle- 
men  was  at  Moure,  on  the  GoUCoaft,  where 
They  built  a  Fort,  and  improved  their  Trade 
fowell,  that  in  1609  we  find  above  a  hun^ 
dred  Vedels  employed  diredly  between  HoU 
land^  and   the  Gold  Coaffl,  America^    and  the 
Ca^e  de  Verde  JJlands.    This  Succefs  anima- 
ted Them  with  the  Defire  of  forming  a  Weft- 
India  Company  in   Holland:   but  this  Defign 
was  traverfed  by   Thofe   that  defired  Peace 
with  Spainy  who  prevented  the  Execution  of 
it  for  twelve  Years;  'till  in  i62r,  when  the 
Truce  betwixt  the  Spaniards  and   Dutch  ex- 
pired,    the  States  General  then  incorporated 
a  Body  of  Merchants^  trading  to  the  Wefl'IndieSy 
with  a  very  ample  Charter  ;  upon  the  Model 
of  that  already    granted  to  the   Eafl-hdia 
Company,     By    this    Charter  the  Statis  gav'e 
Them   an  exclufive  Trade  for  twenty  tour 
Years,  from   the  Tropick  of  Cancer^  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Flope,  and  through  all  Ameri- 
ca, from  the  Streiahts  of  Ma'rellan  to  New- 
found-Land.     The  new  Company's  Fund   was 
about  [even  hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterlings 
divided  into  nine  Shares ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  its  A  (fairs  was  repoled  in  five  diffe- 
rent Chambers.    That  ot  Amfterdar/i,  which 
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hsd  four  Shares^  was  compofed  of  twenty 
Direftors  :  Zealand  had  two  Shares^  and  twelve 
DireHors  ',  and  the  other  Chambers  of  the 
Maefe^  North-Holland,  and  Gronh/ghen  had 
each  one  Share,  and  fourteen  Diredors-  Out 
of  thefe  feveral  Chambers,  was  formed  An- 
other, confifting  of  Eight  Deputies  of  Am- 
fierdam  ;  Fcur  of  Zealand,  and  Two  for  each 
of  the  other  Chambers,  which  with  a  Deputy 
from  the  States  General,  compoled  an  At- 
fembly  of  nineteen,  who  had  the  fupream  Di. 
reclrion  of  Affairs. 

Monfieur  Bafnage  gives  Barneveldt  the 
Honour  of  projeding  this  Company,  whofe 
Attempts  were  fo  fuccefsFul  in  the  Beginning, 
that  the  Dutch  entertained  Hopes  of  becom- 
ing Mafters  of  a' I  South  America  ;  and  of 
making  their  Trade  thither  as  advantageous 
as  that  to  the  iij7?-W/fjf.  In  1636  the  ;?^U3 
Company,  had  conquered  the  beft  part  of  Bra- 
zil, where  they  fettled  a  very  great  Trade, 
to  the  unfpeakable  Damage  of  the  Fortugueze 
and  Spaniards.  In  the  fame  Year  Tliey  fent 
Prince  Maurice  of  Nassau  thither,  in 
C^ialiiy  of  Governour  General,  and  invefted 
Him  with  an  Authority  equal  to  that  ot  the 
Gouernour  General  in  the  Eay-Indies*  Dur- 
ing Eight  Years  that  this  Lord  reitded  at 
Brazil,  the  Affairs  of  the  Company  continued 
to  profper,  and  He  annexed  to  their  former 
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Conquefts,  Thofe  of  Siara,  Siriga^  and  Mara- 
gan.  In  the  lame  Manner  They  became  Maf- 
ters  of  St.  George  de  las  Minus,  St.  Faul  cle  la 
Conde^  and  rhe  Jjland  of  St.  I'homas  on  the 
Coail;  of  Africa.  If  we  may  believe  the  Regi- 
flers  of  the  Company,  They  fitted  out  be- 
tween the  Years  1623  and  1616,  no  lefs  than 
eight  hundred  Veffds  either  for  War  or  Traffick^ 
theExpenceof  vihich,  amounted  toncufour 
r/iilUons  five  hundred  thoufand  Founds  Sterling; 
and  ihey  took  from  the  Enemy  in  that  Time, 
five  hundred  and  forty  five  Feffels,  vvhofe  Car- 
goes amounted  to  near  fix  Millions^  to  which 
they  add  three  Millions  more,  for  the  Plunder 
and  Booty  they  obtained  from  the  Portuguezej 
in  their  (everal  Conquefts,  The  Trade  they 
carried  on,  to  the  different  Places  of  their  De- 
pend'^nce,  and  the  other  Parts  of  Africa  and 
America^  was  extreamly  advantageous,  and 
coniiiled  in  an  Exchange  of  Trifles,  or 
Merchandize  of  little  Eiiimation,  for  the 
richefi:  and  moft  valuable  Commodities.  Co- 
rals ^  Chryfialf  Lace,  old  Linn  en  ^  and  ftrong 
Vyatersy  Vw'ere  thougiit  an  Equivalent  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  Africa  &nd  America,  for  Gold, 
Ivory,  Hides,  and  Gumms. 

But  this  Profperity  was  ihort  lived.  In 
1641,  the  States  General,  having  concluded  a 
Truce  with  the  Portngueze,  who  were  no 
longer  Subjects  to  5?ai>^  ;    this  flopped  the 

iVo- 


354        B  A  T  A  F  I  A    Part  II. 

Progrcfs  of  the  Company's  Arms  in  Brazil, 
upon  which,  They  recalled  their  General 
Prince  Maurice  ,•  and  Diflentions  after- 
v\ards  arrifing,  between  feme  conficierable 
Ferfons  in  the  Company^  about  the  Govern- 
ment of  Brazil,  iuch  Diforders  fucceeded 
in  the  Diredion  of  Affairs,  as  were  attend- 
ed with  the  moil  fatal  Confequences.  The 
Pcriugueze  were  encouraged  to  renew  the 
War,  in  which  They  were  now  fo  SucceiT- 
iuj,  tliat  befides  all  that  the  Company  pof- 
feiled  in  Brazil,  they  re-took  the  Ifland  of 
Saint-Thomas,  with  the  Town  of  Saint- 
Paul,  and  would  probably  have  driven  the 
Dutch  entirely  out  of  thofe  Countries,  had 
not  the  War  been  put  an  end  to  in  i66j, 
by  the  Mediation  of  our  King  Charles  If, 
who  was  tiien  about  Marrying  the  Infanta 
of  Portugal.  By  this  Treaty,  the  Dutch 
relinquiilied  their  Pretentions  to  Brazil, 
in  Confideration  of  a  fum  of  [V^ciiey  paid 
Them  by  the  Pcrtugueze,  cod  the  liberty 
of  trading  thither,  and  to  the  other  Ports 
in  the  Portugueze  Dependsnce,  as  Friends. 
But  the  Cor/ipaijy  was  fo  reduced,  by  the 
Expcnces  of  the  War,  that  They  who  had 
been  in  a  manner  equal  in  Power,  and 
Opulence,  to  the  Eaft-hdia  Cmipany^  now 
became  little  better  than  Bankrupts  :  And  in 
167^,    the  States  General  Vv'ere    obliged,  in 
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order  to  preferve  the  Trade  of  Africa, 
to  annihilate  the  OU  Company^  and  form 
a  new  One  of  the  old  Sharers^  and  their 
Creditor Sy  whcfe  Fund  amounted  to  about 
iS/x  Hundred  Jhoufand  Founds  Sterlhg.  In 
confequence  of  this,  the  number  of  Direflors 
was  leflened  ;  the  Chamber  of  Ar/jfJerdam 
was  reduced  to  ten ;  that  of  ZeaLmd  to 
the  fame  Number ;  the  Maefe  to  feven  -,  the 
Number  remained  undetermined  in  North- 
Holland^  and  lor  the  Cham.ber  of  Cromng- 
hen^  It  was  left  to  the  States  of  the  fro- 
'u'tme^  to  conftitute  fo  many  as  They  thought 
fit,  for  the  common  Good  and  Advantage 
of  the  Company.  Ladly,  the  Aflemblyof 
Nineteen^  which  had  the  fupream  Diredtion 
of  the  Company's  Affairs,  was  reduced  to 
Ten.  Upon  this  new  EdabliHiment,  the 
Company  continued  its  Trade  to  very  good 
Advantage.  They  Hill  retained  their  Settle- 
ments on  the  Gold  Coajl^  and  at  Cape  Verde  ; 
and  in  a  little  time  after  their  Lofs  of  Brazil, 
they  difcovered  and  polleiled  themfelves  of 
the  Idands  of  Tohago  and  Curazoe;  from 
the  latter  of  whicii,  fituated  near  Cartha- 
gena^  the  Dutch  nov/  carry  on  a  very  advan- 
tageous Trade  to  New-Spaiy?^  notwithftanding 
the  Prohibitions  of  the  Court  of  Madrid, 
To  the  Commodities  already  faid  to  be 
brought   from  thole  Countries  to  Holland^ 

We 
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We  muft  add  Sugar  and  Tohacco ;  Pro- 
dudtions,  that  give  Motion  to  another  very 
beneficial  Commerce,  which  is  that  of  Slaves^ 
in  which  the  Dutch  are  confiderable  Dea- 
lers. Tlie  PortHgueze  take  off  great  Num^ 
bers  from  Them,  to  cultivate  Their  Plan- 
tations in  Brazil^  and  other  Parts  of  the 
Indies.  The  Negroes  of  Angola  are  thought 
to  be  the  flrongefl,  and  moft  ferviceable, 
and  without  the  Labour  of  thefe  unhappy 
Creatures,  it  would  be  impofiible  to  culti- 
vate the   Soil  of  thofe  Scorching  Regions. 


SECT 


SECT.    V. 


O  F    T  H  E 

DUTCH  TRADE 

To  the  Northern  Parrs  of 


E  u 
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HE  Hanse  Towns,  had 
for  many  Years  together, 
entrrofled  all  the  Commerce 
of  the  North  ;  when  in  the 
Beginning  of  the'  fourteenth 
Century^  the  King  of  Den° 
MARK,  Emc  Vin,  With  whom  They  were 
then  at  War,  called  in  the  Zealanders  to 
his  AiTidance,  encouraging  Them  to  trr.d?, 
to  the  Baltkk',  and  Irom  this  Time  the 
Dutch  began  to  encroach  upon  the  <  om- 
merce  ot  the  Hans  Ton^ns,    which  by    Oe-^ 
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grees  They  have  {o  elfedually  deflroyecl^ 
cither  by  Force  or  Treaty,  tiiat  for  many 
Years  pad,  that  Confederacy,  uhich  was  once 
lo  potent  and  lormidabie,  has  been  in  a 
Manner  annihilated,  and  now  fubfilts  only 
in  the  Name.  It  would  be  hard  to  fay, 
whether  t.he  Fijleries^  the  Indian  Trade, 
or  the  Northern  Commerce,  which  we  are 
now  to  defcribe,  be  of  moft  Importance  to 
the  Dutch;  but  'tis  certain  they  are  all  e- 
qually  necedary  for  the  lupport  of  each 
other ;  and  this  we  lliall  be  better  convinc- 
ed of,  when  we  fee  the  Herrings  and  Spi- 
ces fcnt  in  Quantities  to  the  North,  and  there 
trucked  agamft  fuch  Commodities  as  are 
al.  foiutely  neceilary  for  the  Support  of  the 
Dutch  Navigation,  and  the  Employment  and 
6ut>riil:ance  of  their  People. 

The  Trade  the  Dutch  drive  with  Nor- 
way is  of  great  Importance  to  both  Na- 
tions Tiicy  bring  from  thence  Ma/Is,  and 
other  Kinds  of  Tir^iher  y  Copper,  Iron,  Tar^ 
Fitch.  Firrs,  Buck'skins^  Afhes,  Butter,  Tal- 
low, and  dry'd  Salmon  :  To  purchafe  which, 
Tliey  carry  a  great  Quantity  of  Spices,  Salt, 
Canary,  Brandy,  an  J  P^inegar ;  Produdions 
of  Southern  Climates,  that  are  very  much 
Wanted  in  Norway,  Tobacco,  bought  ori- 
ginally from  the  Englijh,  and  wrought  up 
in  Holland,    W'ith  Wooiien  Cloath^  and  other 

Home 
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Hof^/e  Mwufiflures,  make  the  reft  of  the 
Cargo ;  But  as  the  Dutch  take  o(I'  great 
Qaanrities  of  the  Norwegian  Commodities, 
and  that  Luxdiy  has  not  yet  infe6ted  Nor- 
way^ the  Exports  of  that  Country,  far 
exceed  its  Lvjports^  and  the  Difference  is 
paid  in  ready  Money,  fo  that  the  Dutch 
Trade  is  of  the  laft  Confequence  to  the 
People  of  Norway,  as  well  as  of  very 
great  Importance  to  the  Hollander.  This 
Commerce  is  thought  to  employ  near  three 
hungered  Sail  oF  Dutch  Ships,  from  four  to 
five   hundred  Tuns. 

The  Trade  between  Sweden   and   Hol- 
land is   highly   confiderabie,    and  beneficial 
to  both  N'ltions.     Copper^  Iron^  Lead^  Pitdj, 
Tar,   Mafls,    and   Planks,     are   the    ProduiSl: 
of  Sweden;  of  vvliich  the  Dutch  bring  from 
thence   very     $>reat    Quantities,    efpecially, 
\Copper    and    Iron;    and  m    Exchange  They 
Ifcnd   Spices.,  and  Bruggs,  of  all  Kinds  ,*  Salt^ 
\Sugar,     French  Wine   and    Brandy ;   Linnen  ^ 
Wrought   Silks  of  feveral  Sorts,    and  great 
jQuantiiies  of  Woollen  Manufa^ures. 
I    TJie  Trade  of  Denmark,  is  very  incon- 
ifidcrable.  I  know  of  nothing  exported  at  pre-' 
ifcnt    from    Zealand;     but    Jutland    di^ords 
&ack    Celt  tie,    which    the    Dutch   take    off 
m   great  Numbers,    and    fat   them  up   in 
f/olland. 
i  Z  2  Pome  RANI  Aj 
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PoM^RANiA,  abounds  in  Cor^^  Woolly 
Skins,  and  Timher*  Stetin,  the  Capital 
or  that  Prcvince,  fituared  on  the  River 
Oder^  is  the  principal  Place  of  Commerce, 
as  well  for  the  Commodities  of  this  Coun- 
try, as  of  Silesia,  and  other  rich  Pro- 
vinces of  Germany  ;  which  aflord  vaft  Quan- 
tities of  Wheat,  and  other  Grab:^  Honey^ 
Was  ^  Butter^  Irotty  Lead^  Tin,  Linnen,  Wool^ 
and  Timkr :  Mofl  of  which  Particulars  the 
Dutch  purchafe  witii  their  Sfkes,  and  Her^ 
rings  of  riie  fir  ft  Seafon,  Wines^  Cheefe, 
Salt,  and  Tohacco,  Woollen  and  Silken  Ma- 
Tiufaciures, 

The  fame  Commodities,  and  many  o- 
thers,  as  Vruggs  of  all  Kinds,  Sugar,  Oil, 
Taper,  Brandy,  and  dying  Stuffs,  are  fent 
by  the  Dutch  to  Dantzicic,  where  they  are 
exchanged  againd  the  Produ£i:ions  of  the 
fertile  Kingdom  of  Poland,  and  Royal 
Prussia,  lubjc6l  to  that  Crown.  Thefe  are 
Grain  of  ail  Kinds,  which  the  Dutch  take 
off  from  this  famous  Port  in  immenfe 
Quantities,  Iron,  Lead,  Copper,  ^ickr 
fiver  ,  Vitriol ,  Saltpetre  ,  Sulphur  ,  and 
Tellow  Aniher;  Mafts,  and  Planks;  Hemp^ 
and  Flax;  Pitchy  Tar,  Hides  Furrs^  and 
Wooll 

The 
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The   Ducal    Prussia,    now  fubje£t  to 

Iiis  Majesty  of  that  Name,    Elector  of 

Bkandenburgh,    is    very    fruitiul  in    all 

I   Kinds  of    Grain,   and    pircicularly    Wheat. 

'    The  Commerce  of  this    Country  is  carried 

'    on  by  Comngshergy  fituattd    on  the  Mouth 

I    of  the  Pregely  where  One  iiKvWife  finds  fe- 

veral   Comodities    of  the    great  Dutcby   of 

Lithuania^  and  feme  Parts  of  Poland-,  fuch 

as  fmall  Oak  for  Cooper's  Work,-   Leather, 

FurrSy    Rice,    Honey,    Wax^    Barley^     Millet, 

Heryfp,   and  Ajhes,     The  Dutch    take  off  a- 

bundance  of  thefe  Commodities,  and  hither 

They  bring,  Spices,    Wifies^    Druggs,  Cheefi, 

Salt,  Tobacco,  Iron,  Lead,  Tin^  and  old  Dutch 

Dollars* 

The  DuTCHY  of  Courland,  has  a  con- 
fiderable  Trade  with  Holland,  for  Linfeed, 
Wheat  and  Timber,  which  is  carried  on  by 
the  Two  Sea-Ports  of  this  Country,  Li- 
law  and  Memel;  and  the  Dutch  bring 
hither  the  fame  Commodities  as  to  Praf" 
fa, 

LivoNLA,  now  fubje£t  -to  Mufcovy,  is 
naturally  one  of  the  mod  fertile  Provinces 
of  Europe^  and  the  beft  fituated  to  com- 
mand the  Trade  of  the  Baltick.  Revel^ 
Riga,  Narva,  apd  Fernaw,  are  the  Sea-Ports 
of  this  Country,  by  which  the  whole  Trade 
between  Europe  and  Rafia^  was  formerly 
Z  3  carried 
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carried  on  :  But  feveral  Things  have  con- 
curred to  deflroy  the  Welfare  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  fr ultra te  the  Advantages  which 
It  ought  naturally  to  derive  from  Its  Si- 
tuation and  Fertility.  iVar^  Famine,  and 
feflilemey  have  very  much  leflen'd  the 
isjumber  of  !rs  Inhabitants ;  and  Archangel 
having  been  difcovered  by  the  Bnglijh  about 
the  Middle  of  the  laft  Century  the  C>zar 
omitted  Nothing  that  might  encourage 
Them  to  fettle  there,  and  from  that  Time 
the  Trade  of  Mufcovy  was  turned  into  a 
new  Channel.  Livonia  was  then  iubje(2: 
to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  ;  but  the  Fate  of 
War  having  brought  this  Province  under 
the  Domination  oi  the  Mufcovkes,  Its  Com- 
merce begins  to  revive,  efpecially  at  R/ga^ 
from  whence  the  Dutclj  fetch  every  Year 
vaft  Quantities  of  Iffjeai  and  other  Grain^ 
MaflSy  Cooper's  Wood  Oak,  and  Deals ;  Flax^ 
Hempy  and  Linjeed ',  Honey y  WaXy  and  Tal- 
low  :  To  purchafe  which,  They  carry  Spices^ 
Tohaccoy  Sugar,  Salt^  Paper,  Iron-work,  and 
fmali  Wares,  with  confK^erable  Quantities  of 
Lhnen  and  Woollen  Manufudures. 

I  have  jail  now  faid,  that  the  Trade 
between  EuROi'E  and  Muscovy,  was  for- 
merly carried  on  by  the  Ports  of  Livonia, 
when  upon  fettling  an  Enqjijh  Fadory  at 
Archangel^  on  very  advantageous  Terms,  the 
''       "^  Courfe 
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Courfe  of  the  Rujjjan  Commerce  was  immedi' 
ately  diverted  Ir.  m  Livon'hi^  to  that  Port;. 
fituated  in  the  White  Sea^  near  the  River 
DuiNA,  which  walhes  the  greateft  Part  of 
Mufcovy. 

The  Dutch  foon  obtained  Leive  to  trade 
to  Archangel  as  well  as  the  Englijl)^  and 
notwithfianding  our  being  firlt  in  Pof- 
feilion,  in  lefs  than  twenty  Years  alter 
our  Difcovery  of  this  Port,  which  was  in 
icJf ;,  They  fent  thither  ten  Ships  for  our 
One. 

We  have  feen  in  our  own  Days  the  Com- 
merce  of  Mufcovy  trani^ferred  from  Arch-^ 
angel  to  Tetershitrghy  a  Town  fituated  at 
the  utmoft  Extremity  of  the  Baltkk,  and 
founded  by  the  late  Emperor  of  Rujjia,  who 
has  omitted  Nothing  to  make  It  flcuriili,  and 
it  will  probably  one  Day  become  the  Capital 
of  that  vaft  Empire^  as  it  is  now  the  ordi- 
nary Refidence  oi  the  Court. 

The  Trade  carried  on  between  Mufcovy  and 
Holland  by  this  Port,  is  ot  the  utmoft  Im- 
portance to  both  Nations.  Spices  pafs  like 
ready  Money  in  Mufcovy,  and  'tis  confident-, 
ly  affirmed,  ihe  Dutch  export  thither  every 
Year  near  a  thouiand  Bales  of  Pepper  and 
N.Htmeg^gs  only  ;  with  large  Quantities  of  the 
finer  Spices^  as  well  as  Druggs^  dying  Stufs^, 
tohaccoy  French  and  Spanifh  Wines^  Brandy^  Oil^, 
Z  4  yinegar;i 
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Vhe<7^ar,  ivitb  the  fever al  Kinds  cf  wet  and 
drjed  Fruits  of  the  Sijuthern  Climates,  vsft 
Quanrities  of  Herrings,  Unnen,  and  woollen 
Manf'f^Bures  of  the  coarfer  Kind,  Silks  of  all 
forts  (ind  Colours  ;  Geld  and  Silver  Bro- 
cades., rich  Rihhands,  Hats,  Paper,  Soap,  Iron 
Work  -^ndfrrjall  Wares-  In  Return  for  which 
They  brini!  lack  Cahles :  Beaver  and  other 
Turrst  prodigious  Q:.!.antities  of  RMffia- Leathery 
d relied  in  a  Manner  peculiar  to  that  Coun- 
try, wliich  they  afterwards  vend  with  very 
great  Profit  in  Spain  and  Italy  :  abundance  of 
excellent  Mcijls,  Hemp,  and  Flax,  Pitch,  Tar^ 
Tallow  and  Jjhes.  Wax  is  another  RuJJian 
Commodity,  and  the  Dutch  import  incredible 
Q^anrities  of  It,  which  they  refine  in  Holland 
and  fell  after  vards  in  the  Roman  Catholick 
Countries,  with  an  txcelTive  ProSt.  The  Ar- 
tide  of  Cavear  deferves  our  Notice.  This 
is  no  more  than  the  Spawn  of  Sturgeon  orde- 
red in  a  particular  Manner,  by  the  Mufco- 
vites,  mA  the  Dutch  take  off  large  Quan- 
tities\vhich  they  fell  in  Italy y  to  very  great 
Ad  va  mage. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  will  be  esfily  allow- 
ed that  the  Ballance  of  Trade  is  in  the  Fa- 
vour of  Mufcovy  ;  notwithftanding  the  many 
Species  of  Gcods  the  Dutch  export  thither  | 
for  the  Quantity  oi  Merchandize  they  bring 
from  Rujfia,  is  almoft  incredible,    and   the 
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Difference  is  paid  in  Specie^  which  the  Dutch 
furlicief'.tly  re-imburfe  to  Themfelves,  by  the 
Gam  they  make  upon  the  feveral  Ruffian  Com- 
modities, which  they  re-export  to  the  diffe- 
rent Countries  of  Europe* 


SECT 


SECT,  VI. 

OF     THE 

UTCH  TRADE 

T  O 

GERM  J  NT, 

by  the  Rivers^ 

Elk,    Wefer,    Rhine,   Mofelle, 

Mei7iy  and  Maefe, 


H  E  River  Elbf^  after  ha- 
ving traverfed  the  Kingdom 
of  Bohemia,  where  it  has 
its  Source,  and  the  Eledlorates 
of  Saxony^  Bray}denhurght  and 
Hanover^  falh  into  the  Ger- 
man Oceaiij    a   httlc  tslow  hamhiirgh',    m 

which. 
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which  City,  the  Dutc?!  tranfadl  all  their 
Comnierce  with  thofe  Parts  of  Germany^  which 
are  walhed  by  this  River.  Hither  they  bring 
Spicesy  Drug^Sy  Herrings,  Woollen  and  Silk 
MamifaHureiy  fniall  Wares^  and  Toys:  for 
which  They  have  in  Exchange^  vaft  quan- 
tities of  timher  for  Shipping,  Wme^  Corny 
Brafs-Wirey  White  Iron  trcin  Sax  any  ^  and 
many  other  Commodities,  peculiar  to  the 
North. 

By  the  Weser  they  carry  on  the  Trade  of 
Bremen,  and  feveral  fertile  Provinces  of  the 
Lower  Germ  any  ^  which  furnilh  the  i:el]c  Timher 
of  all  the  Norths  Wheat,  Wool,  Metals  of  fe- 
ver al  Kinds,  and  Gum  :  to  purchafe  which, 
They  fend  woollen  and  Siik,  Mamfa^lnres, 
Spice. '-,  Dru?_gSy  dying  Stuffs,  and  fmall  Wares* 

by  the  RHfNE,  and  the  Rivers  that  dif- 
charge  Themlelves  mto  it,  the  Dutch  carry  on 
the  iDvjIl;  important  Trade  of  Gerr,iany»  This 
famous  Stream  is  in  a  manner  navigable  for 
three  hundred  Leagues  together,  from  ^wi t- 
zERLAND,  where  it  has  it*.  Rife,  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  Holland y  where  it  diicmbogues  it  lelf 
into  the  Ocean. 

At  CoBLENTz,  It  receives  the  Mofelle, 
which  traverfing  Loraine  and  the  whole  E- 
Ie6lorate  of  Trie-M,  falls  into  t^ie  Rhine  at  this 
place,  bringing  with  it  vaft  Qljantities  of  the 
Wines  that  grow  on  its   own  Banks,    and 

othe»; 
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Other  Commodities,  which  are  from  tlience 
lent  down  to  Cologne,  long  fince  eminent 
for  Commerce^  and  the  Place  ot  greateft  Con- 
fideration  on  the  Rhine.  From  hence  the 
Dutch  have  Wine  and  Timber^  Iron^  Cannon^ 
and  Bullets ;  and  hither  they  bring  their  own 
Silk  and  Woollen  Mamja^ures^  Spices,  Drug^Sy 
Herrinpy  Sugars^  Cheefe^  and  many  other 
Particulars. 

Next  to  the  Mofelle^  the  Mein  is  the  mofl 
confidcrable  of  thofc  Rivers  that  feed  the 
Rhine.  This  Stream,  after  traverfing  all  Fran- 
coNiA,  one  of  the  fineft  and  mod  fertile  PrO' 
vinces  of  Germany,  lofes  it  felf  in  the  Rhine, 
near  Mentz,  and  brings  with  it  the  Com- 
modities of  FrankfopvT  and  Nuremberg. 
Thefe  are  Copper,  Iron,  feveral  kinds  of  Cut- 
lers Ware,  and  other  Merchandize,  which 
the  Dutch  purchafe  with  their  Silk^  and 
Cloth,  their  Spices,  Herrings,  Vruggs^  dyeing 
Stuffs,  &c.  And  in  this  Manner,  the  Ex- 
change is  made  with  all  the  other  Coun- 
tries, fituated  on  the  Rhine,  or  on  thofe 
Rivers  that  have  a  Communication  with  it. 

By  the  Maese,  the  Dutch  carry  on  the 
Trade  of  Liege,  Aix-/<3-Chap£lle,  and  the 
circumjacent  Parts  of  Germany,  To  Liege, 
they  carry  Herrings,  Spices,  Druggs,  both 
for  the  Jpothecary  and  Painter ;  great 
Quantities  ot    Woollen    Gooch,    Silks   of  dif- 

lerent 
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ferent  Kinds,  and  feveral  other  M^inufa^ures; 
in  Exchange  for  which,  They  bring  back 
a  great  deal  of  Brafs,  and  Copper-Work^ 
made  at  Aix4a-Chapelle ;  wrought  Steel  and 
Iron  from  Liege  ;  Musket  Sy  Svcords,  Bullet s, 
Bomhsy  Granadoes,  Lead,  Pit-Coal^  znd  Slat e,^ 
We  may  venture  to  decide,  that  the  Bal^ 
lance  of  Trade^  in  all  thefe  different  Branches 
of  the  German  Comwerce,  is  cxceflively  in 
favour  of  the  Hollander, 


SECT 


BSaHHHBa 


SECT.    VII. 


O  F    T  H  E 

TCH   TRADE 

T  O    TH  E 

Austrian  Netherlands, 

And  the  Southern  Faits  of 

Europe,    France^  Spain,  Vortii^ 

gal^    Italy,    and  the  Leuant, 


t|  E  have  feeii  above,  in  what 
^-.  '-.  Manner  the  vad  Comm;Tce 
on'-e  cftibhfhed  in  the  L^vo 
Countries^  now  called  the  Au- 
strian Nether f.ANDS,  was 
deftro}  eci  •  the  Redauratrnt  of 
whicli,  has  hitherto  been  oppoied  vritii  ve» 

^7 
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ry  great  Induftry,  and  equal  Succefs,  by 
the  Hollander^  and  particularly,  by  the  Peo- 
ple of  Amflerdam,  whofe  Commtrce  was  in 
a  great  Mealure  founded  on  the  ruin  of 
Antwerp.  The  Trade  the  Dutch  have  car- 
ried on  to  thefe  Countries,  for  about  an 
hundred  Years  pad,  has  been  prodigiouHy 
in  their  own  Favour,  and  very  great  Sums 
have  been  drawn  from  the  Netherlands,  to 
difcharge  the  B a/ lance  due  to  the  Hollander, 
which  will  evidently  appear,  when  we 
confider  the  Nature  and  QiKintity,  of  the 
Merchandize,  that  thefe  Countries  exchange 
with  each  Other.  From  Antwerp,  Mechlin^ 
and  Bruffels,  the  Dutch  bring  Lace,  Thread, 
and  Tapeftry,  all  very  beautiful  in  their 
Kinds.  At  Giient,  they  buy  abundance 
of  Serges^  Lawf^Sj  Camhrkks,  Diapers^  and 
other  >»orts  of  Linnen.  Bruges  affords  the 
fame  Commodities,  with  exception  to  the 
Serges ;  but  in  the  room  of  this  Particular, 
we  may  reckon  Sheep  ^-Leat-her^  of  which, 
there  is  a  very  large  quantity  dreded  here,  in. 
great  Perfedion.  Audenard,  is  particu- 
larly famous  for  Tapeftry  i  and  thefe  are  the 
principal  Merchandizes  which  the  Dutch 
import  from  that  Part  of  the  Netherlands, 
in  fubjeclion  to  the  Emperor-  Countries, 
which  ever  fince,  and  even  before  tTie  Peace 
of  Munfler,      have   always    taken   off  vaft 

Quantities 
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Quantities  of  Dutch  Ma-mfaSlures,  both  Silk 
and  Woollen,  with  thewiiole  .;  rodud  of  the 
Indies,  Spices,  Oruggs,  Tea,  and  Coffee, 
Muffin,  and  all  forts  ot  hdlan  Stuffs  ;  a  great 
Quantity  of  Herrings,  and  other  Commodi- 
ties. 

We  have  lately    feen  an  Attempt  rrisde 
by  the  prefent   Em-^eror,  to  reftorc  rtieir 
long   alienated   Commerce,    by    granting  a 
Charter,  for  f  (Vablilliing  an  India  Company  in 
the  Low  Countries ;  and  were  this  to  proceed, 
it   muft    put  -1   ftop  to   the  advantageous 
Trade  the  Dutch  enjoy  with  the  People  of 
thefe  Provinces,  and  be  the  Parent  of  many 
other  Alterations  m  the  Commerce  and  In- 
tercfts    of  Europe      h\xt   this  new   Eilablif-li- 
ment,    has   met  with  fo  lirong  an    Oppo- 
iition  from  the  Alhes  of  Hanover,  that  we 
already  lee    the  Company's  Trade  to  India 
fufpended  for  leven  Years  ;    which,    in  all 
Probability,  will  be  fucceeded  by  an  entire 
Annihilation.     As  This  is  yet  undecermmcd 
however,  and    as  the  OJIend  Cowpmy^  is  ftill 
one  of  thole  Points,    wiwch  employ  the  Po- 
liticks, of  almoll  every    Court    ot   Europe. 
It  may,    perhaps,    be  neirher  impertmenr, 
nor    unufeful,    in    the    fequel    of  this  Dif- 
courfe,   to  lliew  on  one  Hand,  the  Grounds 
upon     which     the     Emperor     pretends     a 
Right  to  ered  this  new  India  Company;  and 

oft 
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on  the  other  fide,  the  Pretentions  the  Dutch 
make  to  the  Indian  TraJe,  excluiive  of  the 
People  of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands ;  with 
the  Confequences  that  will  naturally  arife 
from  the  Profperity  of  the  New  Company^ 
if  it  be  fufTered  to  continue,  and  the  In- 
fluence it  will  have  on  the  Affairs  of  Europe, 
All  which,  will  naturally  fall  under  our 
Enquiry,  when  we  come  to  examine  the 
Aliiances  of  the  States  General. 

The  Trade  the  Dutch  have  carried  on 
with  France  ,  ever  fince  the  Rife  of 
their  Repuhlk^  has  been  highly  conddera- 
ble,  and  or  great  Impcrtance  to  both  Nati- 
ons, but  efpecially  to  France^  from  the  pro- 
digious Quantities  of  frencb  Merchandize, 
which  ihe  Dutch  frocd  in  Need  of,  either 
for  Home  Coi'/umptiGn^  or  to  carry  on  their 
Trade  with  other  Nations.  Monfieur  de  V/it^  com- 
putes, that  about  the  Year  i^j'^,  th^  Dutch 
paid  the  French  annually,  upwards  ot  Thirty 
Millions  of  Florins  in  ready  Mcney^  over 
and  above  the  Exchange  of  Commodities.  And 
notwithftanding  They  have  f.nce  fet  up  fe- 
veral  Manufactures,  that:  were  before  peculiar 
to  France^  in  which  they  have  been  very 
fiiccefslul,  and  conlequenrly,  the  Importa- 
tion of  feveral  Species  of  french  Merchan- 
dize into  Holland^  is  extreamSy  diminiihed, 
yet,  'tis  very  certain,  the  Ballance  dill  re- 
mains in  Favour  of  the  French.  We  have 
A  a  already 
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already  taken  Notice,  that  in  the  Year  1658, 
Monfieur  Bored ^  the  Dutch  ErnhaffadGr  in 
France^  convinced  that  Court,  how  impor- 
tant the  Dntch  Trade  was  to  the  French  Na- 
tion. To  do  this,  He  prevailed  with  tiie  uni- 
ted Body  oF  Merchants  at  Faris^  to  maVie  a 
Calculation  of  thefeveral  kinds  of  ir^^c/;  Co- 
modities  ;  and  what  Quantities  of  Them 
were  exported  to  Flolland^  which  Mr.  Bored 
prefented  to  the  King,  as  follows. 

1.  In  Velvet?,  Pluili,  Satins,  Gold -j 
and  Silver  Stuffs.  Tafetas,  and  \ 

other  Silk  Stuffs  of  /^^r^-^and  ^  6cccooo 
htcns^  to  the  Value  of/.v  mil-  \ 
lions  of  Livres,  and  upwards.     •* 

2.  In  Ribbons,  Silk  and  Thready 
Laces,    Buttons    and  Taggs,  ( 

made  at  F^ris^  Roan,  and  tlie  ^/  looccco 
adjacent  Towns,  to  the  Va-  j 
lue  of  tivo  MilUonS'  -^ 

3.  In  Caftors,  and  other  Sorts ^ 
of  Hats,  made  at  Faris,  and  | 

Roan,  to  the  Value  ot  one  mil-  J>  15COCOO 
lion  five  hundred  thoujand  Li'  * 
ires»  ^ 


4.  In 
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/\ .  In  Plumes,  Belt?,  Umbrel-  -,j , 
las,  Masks,  Head-DrefTes,  | 
Looking-glaflbs,  Gilt-frames,  [ 
Watches,  and  feveral  Kinds  J>  sccocoo 
of  Toys  and  Trinkets  which  j 
the  French  term  Bijoux^  to  the  j 
Value  of  tivQ  MiUions,  -J 

5.  In    Gloves,  made  at  Paris, "^ 
Clermont^  Vendofmi^  and  Roan.f 

to  the  Value  of    one  mtllion^     IfCOOCO 
fve  hundred  thoufand  Livres.     J 

6.  In  Woollen-yarn  fpun,  in  Ti--^ 

cardy^    to    the  Value   of  /ve>        fCOCOo 
hundred  thoufand  Livres.  3 

7.  In  Paper  of  ali  Sorts,  made 
in   ToitoUy  Champagne^   Limo- 
fin,  Auvergne^  and  f^nrmandjA 
to  the  Value  of  two  Mdlions^ 

8.  In   Pins  and  Needles,    and- 
in  Ivory,  Ebony,    i3ox,  and  j 

Horn  Combs,  made  at  Taris,  )>     5*00000 
and     in  JSormandy^    for    fi've  | 
hundred  thoufand  Livres-  -^ 

9.  In    fmall     Iron  and    Steel '1 
Wares,  made  at  Auvergrie^  ioC 

the  Value   of  five    hmdredT       ^^^^^^ 
thoHJ and  Livres*  j 

10.  In  Sail  Gloat h  from  Nor^l 

r/iandy  and  Brittany  foraboveS"    5000000 
five  Millions,  j 

A  a  X  It,  In. 


2COCO0O 
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5CCCCC0 


ir.    In  Chamber  Furniture  of' 

all   Kinds;    ik"ds.    N4arreiTcs. 

Qjjlts^  Blankets,  Fringe%  k^c 

tor  above  five  Millions. 
II.  In  Wines  offeveral  Growths,^    qo-o-qo 

for  above  nine  Millions,  ^     v  ^   - 

\\.  Brandy,  Vinegar,   and  Sy- 

^QX^  for  above  tvco  Millions. 
14   In  Saffron,    Soap,    Honey," 

Almonds,     Olives,     Capers,' 


3  300CC0 


Pruens,  and  other  Fruit,  to^ 


200CCCO 


the  Value  of  two  Millions. 


Total  395CO000 


To  which  mud  be  added,  five  or  fix  hundred 
Ship  Loads  of  Salt,  which  the  Dutch  fetch 
every  Year  from  Rochely  Maran,  Brcuage^ 
and  the  Ides  of  Oleron  and  Ree. 

It  is  undeniable,  that  at  the  Time  of  mak- 
ing this  Calculation,  the  French  were  im- 
menfe  Gainers  by  their  Commerce  with 
Holland;  and  tho'  feveral  of  the  above 
Manufactures  are  now  made  to  good  Per- 
feulion  by  the  Dutch,  yet  the  Importation  of 
irench  Goods  into  Holland  Hill  continues  to 
be  very  ccnfiderable.  All  the  Particulars  of 
the  4th,  8th,  9th,  loth,  nth,  and  i^th 
Articles,  come  thither  in  as  great  Quantities 
as  ever,  and  confiderable  of  ai]  the  Reif,  even 
of  Thofe  which  the  Hollanders  have  mod 
happily  imitated.  The 
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The  Dutch  carry  to  Fi<  ance  in  their  Turn, 
all  Sorts  of  Spices,  an  i  Druggs ;  dyehig  StuffSy 
Linncn  of  feveral  Kinds,  Sttel^  Copper,  whiiQ 
Iron  Wire,  Arms,  Gmpoivder^  Sulphur^   Matcb, 
Rufta-Leather,    and  other  Norilern  Produc- 
tions;  furrsy    Hemfy  Flax^    Pitch   and  Tar^ 
Mafls,  Planks,  and  all  other  SoizsOiTiml>er, 
both  for  Shipping  and  Houfcs ;  together  with 
a  confiderable  Quantity   of    Herrings,    and 
other  Salt- Fi/h,  Butter,  Cheeje,    Tallow,  &c. 
yet  all  this  does  by  no  Means  couniervail, 
the  vail  Qmntity  of   French   Goods  Tiiey 
import,  and  the  DiiFercnce  mufl;  be  paid  m 
Money ;    notwithflanding  which,   the  French 
Trade  is  far  from  being  deftrudive  to  the 
fiollanders^  hecaufe  the  prodigious  Quantity 
oi    Goods  They  import  from  France  is  not 
confumed  at  Home,    but  fent  out  again  in 
different  Proportions  to  all  the  Northern'NaL- 
tions,  and  even  to  the  Eaji  ^nd  Weft- Indies; 
lo  that  upon  the  whole,  We  may  fay  that 
this  Trade  is  of  great   Importance  to  the 
Dutch,    but    abfolutely    ncceffary    to    the 
French. 

If  France  gains  extieamly  by  the  Dutch, 
the  Trade  with  Sj^ain  is  on  the  other  Fland, 
prodiglouily  in  Favour  of  the  Hollander^ 
This  Commerce  is  divided  into  three  Bran- 
ches. That  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  Spain, 
Old  Caftiky  LeoMy  Arragon^  Navarre^  Giiipiif^ 
Aa  3  coa^ 
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€0^,  and  the  AfturieSi  is  carried  on  principal- 
iy  by   the  Ports  of  Bilhca^   and  St.  Sebafliam 
The   Commerce    of   the  Southern  Provinces^ 
which   lie   on  the    Mediterranean^  is  almoft 
entirely   tranfadled  at  Alkant^  Malaga^  Car- 
ihagena^    and  Majorca.      The  third  Branch, 
which  is  of  far  greater  Importance  both  to 
the  Spamard  and  the  Hollander  than  the  other 
Two,  ii>  the  Trade  of  Cadiz^  which  compre- 
hends That  of  the  Spani/h    Weji-Indies^   in 
which  the  Dutch  are  every  Year  very  deeply 
concerned,   notvv'lthftanding  the  fevere  Pro- 
hibitic ns  made  by  the  Court  of   Madrid^  to 
prevent  and  deter  Foreigners  from  having  any 
Share  in  this  Commerce, 

The  Commodities  the  Dutch  export  to 
S['AiN,  for   the  Confumpticn  of  that  King- 
dom^ and  the   Exportation  to  America^    are 
hardly  to    be  enumerated.     Linnens  of  all 
Sorts;    Hollands,    Camhicks ,     Lawns,     and 
MuJIins  ;  fine  and  courfc  Callicoes  ;  Table  Lin" 
nen.    Tapes,    and  Filitings,   are  brought    to 
all  the  Ports   abovementioned,    in  prcdigi- 
OLis  Quantities.    There  is  an  equal  Demand 
for  their   Woollen  ManufaHures,    Brcad-cloatb, 
Camhkts^  and  Serges.  Gold  and  Sdver-Brocades, 
vvith  fevera!  other  Sorts  of  Silks,  make  ano- 
ther Article   of  great    Importance.     They 
bring     likewife  great  Quantities  of    Paper, 
C^rds,  Lace,  Rihandjy  Hats^  and  finall  Wares 

of 
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ousted,  Copper,  and  If  on  ;  great  Qiian  titles  of 
7/w^fr  for  Building;  IJ^oo^  for  Barrels,  with 
other   Produ£iions   of  the  North,  fuch  as 
Rufia- Leather,    white   and  yellow  Wax,    of 
which  Commodity  alone,  they  are  iaid  ta 
fell  the  Spaniards  every  Year,  to    the  Va- 
lue oi  four  hundred  thoufand  Pound  Sterling, 
which  is  owing  co  the  prodigious  Confump- 
tion  of  It    in    the  Churches  of    Spain,   and 
America ;  and  to  thefe  w^e  muft  add,  abun- 
dance   of  naval  Stores,    Pitchy  Tar^  Cordage^ 
Mafls^    Planks,   and  all  Sorts  of  Ammunition. 
After  which  we   may  reckon  Prouifions  ot 
feveral  Kinds,  Herrings,  Cod,  and  other  Salt- 
Fijh,  Corn,  Butter,  and  Cheefe. 

It  remains,  that  we  mention   the   Spices^ 
and  Druggs,  of  both  which  there,  is  a  very 
great  Confumption,    both  in  Spain,  and  Ame- 
rica. The  Dutch,  as  is  obferved  above,  be- 
ing Mailers  of  the  fine  Spices,  clores,  Mt^t" 
weggs,  and   Cinnamon,  They  alone,  fell  thefe 
Commodities  to  the  Spaniards-,  And  'tis  af- 
firmed,   that  near  one  half  of  all  the  Cinna^ 
won  They  bring  from  India,  is  con  fumed  in 
Spain,    and  America  -,  principally    by  Thofe 
of  Peru,    in  making  Chocolate-     They  ferve 
the  Spaniards  like  wife,    with  a  conficlerable 
Quantity  of    Pepper^    and     abundance    of 
Druggs  that  are  uied  both  Medicinally,  and  for 
Colouring' 
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In  Return  for  fo  large  and  rich  a  Cargo, 
the  Dutch  import  from  the  Northeryi  Parts  of 
Spabu  great  quantities  of  fine  Wool^  which 
is  vviO'jght  up  in  their  Mamfatiures.  A 
great  Qmintity  of  Iron,  Chefiymts^  Limons^ 
OranieSy  and  Anchovies.  The  Southern  Pro- 
vinces furniih  Tiiem  aho  with  abundance  of 
fine  iVaoL  and  great  quantities  of  Oilj  Olives^ 
figgSf  RaifinSj  Almonds^  Ann'ijeeds^  and  le- 
veral  other  Fruirs,  Salt^  Soap  and  WineSy  of 
which,  Tliey  take  ofl  gieat  Quantities,  e- 
fpeciaily,  when  their  Commerce  with  France 
is  interrupted. 

From  Cadiz,  They  bring  back  many  of 
tli2  above-mentioned  Particulars  ;  but  what 
is  of  far  greater  Confequence,  They  receive 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  Galleons  and  Flo- 
t'llla^  from  the  Wejl-Indtes,  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money,  in  Payment  for  the  Com- 
modities Tiiey  fend  thither.  This  rich  Re- 
turn is  made  in  the  Prcduclions  of  Ame- 
rica, Geld  and  Silver j  with  fuch  other 
Commodities,  as  pafs  every  wlierc  for  Ready 
Money,  Pearls,  Er/ieraldsy  Ccchinele,  Tohacco, 
Cocoa ^  Indigo y  Q^uinquhtay  Vamlles,  Leather ^ 
Wood.,  from  the  Bay  of  Campechy^  and  feve- 
ral  other  Particulars.  The  Galleons,  for 
Carthngena,  and  Portohello,  and  the  Flo- 
tilla, for  Vera-Cruzy  fail  conftantiy  from 
Cad'iz^  and  return   thither.     It   is  generally 

known. 
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known,  that  the  Court  of  Madrid  prohibits 
all  Strangers  to  trade  to  the  Spanifh  Wefl- 
Indies^  Vv/ithout  Licence,  upon  very  fevere 
Penalties.  Yet,  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  the 
Englifp  and  French,  find  means  to  drive  a 
Traie  with  thofe  Countries,  almoft  to  as 
good  a  Purpofe,  as  if  They  had  an  open 
Permiffion,  or  an  Afftento ;  and  this  is  done 
by  entrufting  their  Goods  with  Span/fi  Mer- 
chants^ who  fell  Them  in  their  own  Names ; 
and,  as  f>?ith'ul  Favors,  never  fail  to  re- 
turn the  juft  Product,  after  deducting  the 
Charges  of  the  Commiffwn,    as  agreed  on. 

It  was  never  to  be  pretended,  and  much 
lefs,  fmce  the  late  Rupture,  that  the  Court 
of  Madrid  is  ignorant,  in  what  manner 
the  Dutch ,^  and  other  Nations,  evade  her 
Prohibitions,  to  trade  to  the  Spanifh  Co- 
lonies in  America ;  but  why  this  clandeftine 
Commerce  is  tollerated,  is  a  Queftion, 
that  wiil  not  be  fo  cafily  refolved.  I  do 
not  think  it  fufFicient  to  fay,  that  PoHcy 
engages  the  Spaniard  to  wink  at  it :  I  am 
fure  it  wiil  always  be  very  ill  Policy  in 
any  State,  to  fufler  a  Neighbour  to  take 
annually  half  a  Million  of  Money  out  cf 
her  Coifers,  if  there  be  a  poflibihty  of 
preventing  it.  We  muft  therefore  ask  a 
better  Heafon  ;  and  I  believe  the  true  One  is, 
that   the    Spaniards,    who  of  all  Mankind, 

are 
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are  the  word  OeconomiJIs.  arc  To  poor,  that  it 
is  not  in  ihcir  Power  to  purchafe  fuch  a  Car- 
go as  is  abfolutely  neccllary  for  the  Supply  of 
Jtmrka  ;  otherwife,  nothing  would  be  fo 
natural,  as  for  the  very  Merchants,  who 
now  fend  the  Dutchy  Englijh,  and  French 
Goods  thither  upon  Commiffion,  to  buy 
Them  up  at  Cadh^  and  by  configning 
them  to  America  upon  their  own  Accounts, 
iecure  the  Profits  of  the  Return  to  Them- 
iQlvQs,  But  this  They  are  not  able  to  do ; 
and  the  J>utch,  who,  upon  all  Occafions, 
are  very  ready  to  fell  upon  Trufl,  and  do 
really  give  the  longed  Credit  of  any  Nation 
in  Europe^  refufe  it  to  the  Spaniards^  be- 
caufe  by  that  means,  They  make  themfelves 
Principals  in  the  Cargo   ro   America* 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  when 
the  Crown  of  Portugal  became  re-united 
to  that  of  Spain,  in  the  time  of  Philip  II, 
all  Commerce  between  Holland  and  that 
Crown  cealed.  The  Portugueze  became 
Parties  to  Philip's  Quarrel  with  his  Ne* 
therland  Suhje^Sy  and  War  enfued  between 
Them  and  the  Dutch^  which  in  the  end, 
cofl  fcrtugal  almod  all  it  poflefled  in  the 
Eafi- Indies ;  In  which  Poll  are  Things  con- 
tinued for  fixty  Years,  when  the  Porru- 
ijj^eze  revoked  from  Spuiri^  and  Crowned  the 
Duke  of  HiiAGANzA  their  King,  who  im- 

m.ediately 
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mediately  made  a  Truce  with  the  Vnked 
Provinces.  This  however,  was  iiot  well  ob- 
ierved.  A  lecond  War  broke  out  between 
the  two  Nations  ;  and  the  Quarrel  was 
never  thoroughly  healed,  till  1661,  when 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  concluded  between 
Them,  by  the  Mediation  of  Charles  II, 
King  of  England  ,*  fince  which  Time, 
Commerce  has  been  carried  on  between 
Holland  and  Portugal,  without  any 
Interruption. 

The  Merchandize  of  this  Kingdom,  con- 
fifls  in  its  own  Productions,  and  thofe 
that  are  Imported  from  the  Portugueze  Co^ 
lomeSy  and  Plantations  in  the  Bafi  and  M^eji^ 
Mies,  Brazil,  the  Cape  de  Verde  Ijlandsy 
and  the  Terceras. 

Portugal  produces  Wine,  Oil^  Olives^ 
Annifeeds,  Limons,  Oranges,  Raifns,  and 
Figgs.  From  the  Eaft-IndieSy  they  import 
great  quantities  of  Diamonds  and  Pearls,  In- 
digo, Ginger,  Amlergreafe,  and  feveral  other 
Particulars.  The  principal  Commodities  of 
Brazil^  are  Sugar,  Tohacco,  and  the  Wood^ 
which  bears  its  Name.  The  Cape  de  Verde 
Jflands,  and  the  Terceras,  abound  alfo  in 
Sugar;  and  the  IJIe  of  Madera,  which  pro- 
duces the  beft,  is  at  the  lame  time,  fa- 
mous for  excellent  lVine»  Thefe  are  the 
the  principal  Commodities  that  are  found  in 

Portmal 
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Tortu^al ;  of  which  the  Dutch  take  off  Sw 
gar,  TclaccOf  and  Fruits^  in  great  Quanti- 
ties. Lisbon,  is  the  Fort  They  generally 
trade  to  ;  and  hither  They  bring  the  Woollen 
and  Silk  Mamfa^iures  of  Holland ;  a  great 
deal  of  Linnen^  Spices,  Herrings,  and  other 
fait  Fifh,  Leather^  Paper,  Cards,  Iron-Work^ 
fmall  Wares,  and  Corn,  when  tliere  is  a 
fcarcity  of  It  in  Vortugal  The  Hollanders 
employ  forty  or  fifty  iail  of  Ships  in  this 
Commerce,  and  th^  Ballance  of  trade  is 
largely  in  their  Favour. 

Genoa,  Leghorn,  Venice,  Naples, 
and  Messina,  are  the  principal  Torts  of 
Italy.  Thefe  afford  plain  and  wrought 
Velvets  ',  Gold  and  Silver  Brocades,  Sat  tins, 
and  Vamash,  either  plain,  or  with  Gold 
and  Silver  Grounds,  wonderfully  rich  and 
beautiful  beyond  ExprelTion;  Jalhics,  Gold 
Thready  &c. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  fay  more  of  Com- 
modities, that  are  fo  common  amongft  Us, 
and  fo  generally  admired.  Sir,K  is  the 
Rafis  of  the  Italian  Jrade^  and  of  this, 
the  Dutch  bring  Home  very  great  -quanti- 
ties in  all  its  Shapes,  whether  raw,  twifted, 
or  woven:  with  abundance  of  the  infe- 
rior Merchandize  of  Italy,  Oil,  Limons, 
Oranges,  and  feveral  dried  Fruits,  Figgs, 
Kaifins,  A.'nwnds  ;    \\ith   Mar  lie,    Soap,  EJ- 

JenceSy 
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fences^  A/lom,  Sulphur,  Venetum  Steely  Ant- 
her^ Turpentine^  Manna^  Cr erne-Tartar^  fine 
Lacca,  Snuffy  and  GtafS'  ConjeClions^  and  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  Provifions,  luch  as  Ancho- 
vies,  Parmefan  Cheefe,  and  Saufages^  make 
another  Article  in  the  Italian  Commerce; 
all  which  are  purchafed  by  the  following 
Commodities,  which  the  Dutch  export  to 
Italy^  diredlly  from  Holland,  A  great  quan- 
tity of/w  Spices  and  Pepper ^  Herrings,  Cody 
Stock-Fifh,  Salmon,  and  in  General,  all 
forts  of  faked  and  dried  Fijh  Abundance 
of  Caviear,  a  great  deal  of  Wheat,  and 
other  Grain;  Rufia- Leather,  Iron,  Copper, 
Fitch,  Tar,  Mafts,  Planks^  Hemp^  and  all 
other  Naval  Stores.  Tin  and  Lead  ;  mod 
kinds  oi  Vy'oollen  and  Linnen  Mamfatiures^ 
Linnert  Thread,  Walehone,  &c.  which  feve- 
ral  Merchandizes  are  brought  indifferently 
to  every  Port  above-mentioned;  and  to 
the  Inferior  Ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  with 
exception  only  to  Venice^  where  Cloth,  Irony 
and  Steely  are  Prohibited  ;  but  all  the  o- 
ther  Particulars,  have  a  free  Entry  there 
alfo. 


SECT 


Sect  VIII. 


OF    THE 


DUTCH  TRADE 


TO     THE 


JLj      JOj 


H  E  Trade  earned  on  from 
Holland  to  the  Levant, 
is  of  very  great  Importance 
to  the  Republic,  both  tor  the 
Quantity  and  Q^nlity  of  Mer- 
chandize exported  thither,  as 
well  as  that  which  the  Di-ttch  bring  from 
thence,  and  diftribute  afterwards,  with  ve- 
ry great  Profit  to  the  diiTerent   People  of 


Europe, 


Of 
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Of  all  the  Sea-Ports  within  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  Grand  Seignior,  Smirna 
is  the  moft  confiierable,  for  the  refort  of 
European  J^ejfels-  She  is  oblig'd  for  this 
Advantage  to  the  Caravans,  that  come 
regularly  thither  with  the  Produdions  of 
Perfia ;  and  thefe,  the  Dutch  take  in  ex- 
change for  the  Commodities  They  carry 
to  Smirna,  vi^hich  are  equally  proper  for 
Perfia  and  Turkey.  The  Merchandize  brouglit 
by  the  Caravans,  confifts  of  Silks,  Mujlins^ 
Callicoes,  Goats-Hair  for  Camhlets;  PJmharh^ 
and  Scamr/iony  {xomTartary^  Galhanum,  Tutia^ 
Tppomenes ;  v^ith  great  quantities  of  other  rich 
DruggSf  and  feveral  lorts  of  Gumms,  Be- 
fides  thefe,  Smirna  is  the  greateft  Market 
for  the  Productions  of  Turkey,  and  the 
Illands  of  the  Archipelago,  of  which,  the 
princix'l  are  Cardovan,  or  Turkey-Leather, 
which  the  Dutch  take  off  in  great  quan- 
tities J  Cotton  from  Cyprus  ;  Currants  from 
Zani  and  Cephalonia  ;  Maftick  from  Chlo^ 
and  fometimes  great  quantities  of  Corn 
from  the  adjacent  Ifiands. 

After  Smirna,  Grand  Cairo  is  the  moft 
confiderable  Town  for  Commerce  in  the 
Dominions  of  the  Turk.  This  City,  is 
indeed,  but  the  Shadow  of  what  She  for- 
merly wa«^,  when  the  whole  Trade  of  the 
Ea(i- Indies  was  carriea  on  by  the  Red-Sea, 

and 
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and  the  Nile  ,•  yet.  She  is  ftill  the  general 
Magazine  for  all  the  Productions  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Egypt  ;  and  ftill  retains  lome 
Commerce  with  Arahia  felix^  Perfia,  and 
the  nearell  Parts  of  the  Bafi- Indies.  Grand 
CairOj  affords  Coffee,  Frankhcence^  Sena^ 
Aloes^  Cajlii^y  Sal- Armonkc,  Tamarinds^  Phie 
Kernels,  OJhkh  Feathers ;  and  feveral  other 
Commodities  Alexandria  and  Rhodes^  fitu- 
ated  on  the  two  Entrances  of  the;  N/le^ 
are  the  Sea- Ports  of  this  City,  for  the  Recep- 
tion of  Chriftian  Veflels;  as  Damietta,  which 
Iks  on  the  fame  River,  is  lor  Tho!e  of 
Turkey    and   Africa. 

I  could  not  help  faying  foraething  of  Grand 
Cairo  J  tho'  the  Dutch  have  very  little  Trade 
with  that  City,  and  ftill  Icis  with  Conftdn- 
tinople  and  Aleppo,  which  abound  v.ich  the 
lame  kinds  of  commodities,  that  are  found 
at  Grand  Cairo  Smirna,  is  the  Centre 
of  all  their  TrafSck  to  Turkey,  and  the 
Levant ;  and  hither  They  bring  vaft  quan- 
tities of  their  Cloth,  and  other  \Voollen  Ma- 
nufudures ;  many  of  the  Baltick  Commodi- 
ties :  Steel  and  Iron,  in  feveral  Shapes, 
tinvxd  Iron,  Iron-Wire,  and  Brafs;  a  great 
deal  of  Huffia- Leather ;  aknoft  all  the  Lead 
and  Tin,  They  bring  from  the  Eaji-hdies, 
and  all  They  can  procure  ft*om  England : 
To  which  we  muft  add,  many  of  the  fineft 

Woods 
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WooJs  and  Druggs  for  Dyeing  ;  Cochheel 
Gumlac^  and  Indigo ;  Fernamhouc^  Brazilkt^ 
Siampan^  and  Lampechy.  In  the  Rear  of 
thefe,  we  may  reckon  the  Spkes^  which, 
hy  a  mod  aftonidiing  Revolution  in  Com- 
tr.ercey  the  Dutch  now  bring,  after  a  dilfi- 
.cult  Navigation,  of  feven  or  eight  Thou- 
fand  Leagues,  to  thofe  very  Counrrics, 
which  formerly  fupplied  all  Europe^  with 
thefe  Crmmcdities  Cloves,  Nu^niei7S,  Mace, 
and  ihnamon  ;  with  Pepper,  Ginger ^  and 
Sugar^  are  brought  from  Holland  to  ^Jwir- 
»j,  in  very  great  Quantities :  And  hefides 
all  thefe,  They  alfo  carry  thither  feveral 
Italian  and  Spanifh  Cornmcditiei ;  For  the 
Didtch^  in  their  way  from  Holland^  never 
fail  to  touch  either  at  CadiZy  or  Leghorn^ 
where  they  furnifh  Themielves  with  fuch 
Things,  as  are  proper  for  the  Market  at 
Smirna;  and  in  the  fame  manner.  They 
call  at  thole  Places  in  their  Return  Home, 
where  they  difpofe  of  many  Particulars, 
that  They  bring  from  the  Levants 

The  Ballance  upon  this  Trade,  is  very 
much  againft  the  Dutch  -,  and  accordingly, 
They  carry  to  Smirna,  a  git.at  Quaniity 
of  their  own  Do/krSy  and  Pieces  or  Fighty 
which  they  buy  at  Cadiz,  and  Leghorn; 
yet,  this  is  far  trom  impoveri filing  Ho/land^ 
becaufe  of  the  Commodities  brought  from 
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the  lei\inty  n:t  one  Fourth  is  confumed 
there,  and  the  reft,  is  fcld  out  again  to 
the  fever al  Nations  the  Dutch  deal  with, 
at  a  Price  that  fuiTiciently  pays  the  hi- 
terefl  cf  the  Money  They  advanced  at 
Smirya. 

Tihe  States  General,  have  fliewn, 
upon  all  Occalions,  that  They  thought  this 
Commerce,  of  very  great  Importance  to 
tiieir  Subjects ;  and  havs  always  been  very 
attentive  to  every  Thing  that  might  pof- 
fibly  promote  it.  It  Vvas  with  this  view, 
that  They  ccnftituted  a  Court  cf  DireSI- 
ors,  for  the  Trade  of  the  Mediteranean,  and 
the  Levant',  which  confiftsof y^x  Commifw- 
mrs  and  a  Regifter,  wlio  are  charged  with 
the  Execution  of  all  Laws  and  RefolutiotJSj 
made  by  the  States  General,  with  relation 
to  this  Commerce,  They  nominate,  with 
the  Confent  of  the  States,  the  ionful  of 
Smirna,  and  the  other  Vice  Conjuls  of  the 
Levant :  They  advile  the  Admiralty,  what 
Number  of  Men  of  War  are  neceflary  for 
Convoys,  and  in  genera),  They  infpeft  all 
i^  flairs,  and  terminate  all  Difputes  con- 
cerning this  Trade.  The  States  General  have 
always  maintained  a  Minifter  at  the  Porte^ 
in  Quality  of  Envoy^  whofe  Bufinefs  con- 
fjfts  in  little  more,  than  taking  Care  of 
the  trading   Incerefl,     We    now    firfl  fee, 

Monsieur 
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Monsieur  Calcoen,  appointe J  to  ilicceed 
Count  Colliak,  with  the  Title  of  Em- 
hajfador,  but  as  this  Charader  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  draw  on  an  Additional  Expcnce, 
it  was  very  much  contefted  by  thofe  Pro- 
'vimes,  who  have  not  an  equal  Intel  eft  in 
the  Trade  to  the  Levant^  wich  that  of 
Ho/land. 

For  a  few  Years  paft  that  the  Dutch 
have  been  at  War  with  the  Algerines,  their 
Levant  Trade  has  been  in  a  good  vicafure, 
carried  on  in  Englifh  Bottoms^  to  the  greac 
Detriment  of  their  own  Mavigathtu  and  the 
Encouragement  of  Ours  ;  but  They  have 
now  made  Peace  with  that  State^  and  con- 
fequenrly,  their  own  Ships  will  be  again 
employ 'd  in  this  Commerce. 


B  b  a  SECT 
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HE   Neighbourhood  of  Eng- 
land,   and  Holland,    na- 
turally produced  a  very  early 
Correipondence  between  the 
two  Nations,  which  isnce  the 
Formation  of  the  Republic^  has 
eafed,  in  Proportion  to  the  Augmenta- 
oF  Commerce  on  both  Sides,   and   as 
NeceiLty  of  tiie  Times  required. 
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ft  fhall  be  the  Bunncfs  of  this  Section, 
to  defcribe  Trade^  as  it  now  lubfills,  be- 
tween the  En^jjh  and  the  Dutch,  witiiout 
examining  what  is  well,  or  what  may  want 
a  Reformation,  which  i.-  an  Enquiry  1  referve, 
amongft  other'',  (or  the  thir.!  part  ol:  thi^ 
Difcourfe. 

Our  Commerce  with  Holland,  i?  carried 
on  almoft  entirely  in  our  ovvn  Bottoms, 
from  all  the  mofl  confiderable  Ports  in  the 
Kingdom.  \  have  already  taken  Notice, 
That  Rotterdam,  is  in  Pofleliion  of  the 
Br'it'ijh  and  Irijh  Trades^  almoft  to  an  blx- 
clufion  of  the  other  Towns  of  Holland^  i^nd 
accordingly  Her  Canals,  are  in  a  Manner 
always  tilled  with  Ships  and  VelTtlls  from 
Londcn^  Tarmouth^  and  the  other  Ports  of 
Norfolk,  and  from  Ncivcafile,  Shields,  /-/ul/, 
iVhitebaveny  Ltverpocl,  Br/jhl,  lopjham  ;  and 
the  molt  confiderable  Ports  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland, 

The  principal  Commodities  fent  thither 
from  England,  are  HVlen  ManufaBiires  of 
fevcral  Sorts,  Broad-cloaths,  Norwich- crapes, 
and  other  Stujjs ;  Grain  o\  feveral  Kinds ; 
Tiny  Lead^  and  Coals;  Tohacco,  and  Sugar, 
In  the  icc^^nd  Clais,  We  may  reckon  Tea, 
Coffee^  Stockings^  Hats^  and  Ibme  other  fmall 
Articles.  Our  fine  Broad-cloatbs^  bear  a  g  <;>d 
Pnce  in  Holland^  for  tho'  thi;  D^tch  M;ake 
Bb  J  Woollen 
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iVooIIe^  Cloath^     in    a    tolerable   Perfeaion, 
They  are,  however  inferior  to  Us^  in  many 
Branches  of  the  MamfaHury^  and  particular- 
ly in  wiislng  their  Colours  ;    and  in    milling 
and  flrearing  the  Cloath.      Thole  who  under- 
jland  the  lead    of    the    woollen  Mamfa^ury 
knov/,  that  the  Beauty  of  Cloath  depends  ve- 
ry mucli  upon  the  Shearing ;  and  if  the  Dutch 
were  not  a  People  extreamly  tenacious  of  old 
Cuitoms ;  a  Spanijh  ^ality  that  They  Hill 
retain  amongft  Others,  They  had  now  been 
very  well  inllru^led   how  to  perform  that 
Farr    of  the   Manu{a6tury,  in    the  Englijh 
Manner.  There  has  been  ior  fome  Years  pafl-, 
a  Shearmaker  in  Holland,   called  Turner^  Son 
to  the  famous    Shearnmker  of   that   Name, 
in  London,    who  not  only   makes,    grinds, 
and  lets  Shears,  to  the  greateft  Nicety  and 
Perfe^lion,    even  beyond  the    Imitation  of 
Thofe  who  are  commonly  fliled  good  Work- 
men ;   but  can  alfo  fliear  with  great  Dex- 
terity.    This  Pcrfon  firft  carried  his  Art  to 
Ahhevilk,  where  having  given  all  the  Infight 
He  could,   to  the  celebrated  Monjieur  van  Ro' 
his  ;    Ke  came  a  few  Years  ago  to  Holla',id^ 
and  found  a  very  good   Reception   amongfl 
the  Manufacturers  oi  Le)den,  where  He  both 
makes  abundance  of  Shears^  fets  a  great  ma- 
ny more,  and  finds  the  Means  to  have  large 
Quantitii^s  from  London^  notwithilanding  their 

Exp.r« 
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Eportation  is  prohibited.  I  am  VTiy  well 
aflured,  He  has  more  than  once  offered  to 
inftru£l  the  Workmen  ol  Leyden  in  our  Me- 
thod of  Shearing,  which  Nothing  but  an 
Averfion  to  Novelty,  2nd  the  natural  Per- 
verfenefs  of  their  Temper  prevents  Tiiem 
from  acquiring.  Turner^  notwithftanding 
the  z^dvantages  I  have  mentioned,  remains 
extreamly  poor,  through  an  idle,  and  fpend- 
thrift  Difpofition,  fo  that  a  (mall  Sum  of 
Money,  and  bis  Pardon,  might  probably 
tempt  him  Home. 

Formerly,  the  Englifh  kept  Ware-houfes 
for  their  Woollen  Manufadures  at  Dorty 
which  was  the  Staple  Mart  for  that 
Trade  ,•  but  at  prefent  the  Dutch  commif- 
fion  their  Fadlors  in  England^  to  buy  up 
what  they  have  Occafion  for,  which  is 
accordingly  done,  and  the  Goods  are  con- 
figned  dire£l:Iy  to  Themfelves.  I  may  add, 
under  thi>  Article,  that  befides  the  Cloath, 
the  Dutch  take  from  Us,  for  their  own 
Ufe,  Holland  is  the  Pafiage  for  a  vaft  Quan- 
tity of  coarle  woollen  Manufactures  of  lork" 
/hire  and  Lancajhire^  which  are  conitimed  in 
the  adjacent  Parts  of  Germany. 

Grain,    of  leveral  Kinus,   is    an^  Article 

of  great  Importance  in  our  Trade  to  H.'l- 

land.  Mod  of  the  V/bsat  the  Dutch  take  from 

Usj  is  exported  from  London^  and  It  v/ould 
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be  difficult  to  fay  the  vaft  Quantities  of  /klak 
and  other  Grain  that  we  fend  Them  annually 
horn  Tarnwuth  and  the  other  Ports  of  l^orfolk. 
By  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  rnade  in  the 
f.velfch  Year  of  Queen  Anne,  there  was 
a  Drawback  allowed  of  fix  Pence  per  Bujhel 
upon  all  Malt  exported  into  foreign  Coun- 
trits,  the  Reafon  of  which,  I  prefume, 
was  to  enable  the  Englifl^  Merchant  to  fur- 
ni/Ii  the  Scuthern  Pans  of  the  Province  of 
Holland^  and  other  Countries,  as  cheap,  or 
cheaper,  than  thofe  of  Awflerdam^  could 
do  with  the  Malt  They  make  of  the 
Barley  imported  from  the  BalticL  The  In- 
tention of  this  A£l  was  laudable,  but  the 
Abufe  of  It  fo  enormous,  by  a  fraudulent 
Manner  of  working  Mah:  defigned  for  Ex- 
portation^ and  perhaps  in  Shipping  It  too, 
that  the  Legislature  thought  It  proper  in 
tliQ  Parliament  o^  172^3  to  repeal  thatAcf, 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  exported  Malt;  and  not 
without  Reafon,  for  by  the  Knavery  of 
the  Exporters,  Malt  was  in  a  Manner 
paid  for  by  the  Drawback^  fo  that  They 
might  very  well  atlord  to  fell  It  cheap  at 
RjTTEKDAM,  where  I  have  fee n  both  Malt 
and  Barley  fold  off,  for  little  more  than 
an  honeft  Maljlcr  in  Er/gLmd  could  prepare 
it,  cr  tlie  Farmer  get  It  into  his  Barn. 

Tin 
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Tin,  and  Lead,  are  Commodities  that 
need  no  Encouragement  for  Exportation. 
Their  Value  is  commonly  known,  and  they 
feldom  fail  to  find  a  quick  Market  where- 
ever  they  are  fent.  The  Dutch  buy  all 
They  can  get  of  Us,  and  re-export  a 
great  deal  more  than  They  ufe  in  their 
Home  Confumption. 

Coals,  are  a  good  Article  in  our  Dutch 
Commerce y  and  employ  a  great  many  Ships 
from  Neivcqflk,  and  the  Northern  Ports. 
Tis  more  than  probable  too,  that  this  Trade 
will  encreafe  and  grow  more  advantageous 
to  Us  every  Year,  in  proportion,  as  the 
Alarfhy  Lands  in  Holland  are  wafted ; 
which  now  afford  an  immenfe  Quantity  of 
Turf,  confumed  in  the  common  Fireing  of 
the  Netherlands ;  but  muft  one  Day  certain- 
ly be  exhaufled,  nothwithfranding  the  na- 
ture of  the  Soil,  which  plumps  up  and 
grows  incredibly,  aflified  by  the  Slime  and 
Mud^  which  the  Dutch  colled  with  great 
and  conllant  Labour,  and  throw  upon  thofe 
Places  from  whence  They  cut  the  Turf. 

Tobacco  and  Sugak,  are  Articles  of  the 
higlieft  confideration,  in  our  Trade  wiih 
f-hlky.d,  efpecially  the  former.  Of  Forty 
Thcufand  Hogf}:eads  oF  Tobacco,  that  we  may 
import  from  our  Colonies  in  the  H'ejl-Indies^ 
communilus    AmnSf    not   Icfs  than  ore  Third 
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is  fent  annually  to  Holland,  where  a  vafl 
deal  of  it  is  confumed,  and  the  reft  fold 
to    the  GermanSy    JSIorwegians^  and  Others. 

Holland,  takes  off  a  great  deal  of  our 
low  prized  Tea,  and  damaged  Coffee^  the 
Confumption,  of  which,  is  no  where  fo 
general  as  amongft  the  Dutch  ;  fo  that  a 
good  Part  of  what  They  buy  of  Us,  is 
ufed  by  themfeives,  and  the  reft  Tiiey  re- 
tail to  our  Sailors^  who  run  it  back  into 
all  the  different  Parts  of  England. 

There  is  Ibme  Demand  in  Holland^  for 
our  Stockings,  Hats,  and  other  inferior  Ar- 
ticles, both  for  their  Home  Confumption, 
and  Exportation. 

In  Pi.eturn  for  thefe  feveral  Commodi' 
ties,  the  Dutch  fend  to  England,  a  great 
Quantity  of  their  fine  Spices^  and  lome 
Druq^p :  Abundance  of  h'tnnen  of  different 
lorts;  Velvets,  and  ether  Silk  Manufa^uresi 
a  great  deal  of  Sail  Cloth  ,•  large  quanti- 
ties of  Taper,  Rheni[h  Wine,  and  Frertch  Bran- 
dies, under  the  Denomination  of  Rheni/h ; 
Wines  of  the  Growth  of  France,  fent  by  way 
of  Dunkirk  and  Calais  5  Abundance  of  Ge- 
neva, and  other  S  fir  its  ;  A  large  quantity 
of  a  cerrain  dyeing  StufI,  called  Mather, 
produced  in  an  Ifland  of  the  Maeze ;  A 
vaft  number  of  Slit  Deals,  and  fine  Wain- 
(cot  Boards ;    iome  Herrings ^  and  other  falted 

Fijh 
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Fijh  ',  Many  of  the  Commocfities  of  Flan' 
ilers,  and  Brahant  ;  as  Lace^  Camhrkks^ 
Lawns ;  and  to  thefe,  we  may  add,  Figures, 
Toys,    and    other  inferior  Articles. 

Some  of  thefe  Particulars  may  perhaps, 
come  again  under  our  Confideration  in  the 
third  Part  of  this  Book.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  fliall  venture  to  afcertain  what  has 
pafied  amongft  the  Generality  of  Perfons, 
for  a  moot  Point,  whether  the  Ballance 
of  trade  be  in  favour  of  England^  or  Hoi' 
land',  which,  after  the  ftridteft  Examina- 
tion, of  the  Quantity  and  Quality,  of  the 
feveral  Specks  of  Merchandize  that  the  two 
Nations  exchange  with  each  other,  and 
all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to 
procure  from  the  be  ft  Judges,  as  well  as 
the  Infpediicn  of  the  Entries  of  Imports 
and  Exports  at  London^  I  find,  upon  a  Me- 
dmm  of  fcven  Years,  to  be  extrcamly  in 
Fa  vour  of  England ;  but  were  it  exactly 
at  Tar^  the  Benefit  derived  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, is  greater  than  any  that  can  pollibly 
accrue  to  Holland,  by  ail  the  Advantages, 
that  natumlly  arife  from  carrying  on  the 
Trade,  aimoft  entirely  with  our  own 
Ships. 

The  Trade  between  Holland  and 
Scotland,  is  in  the  fame  Manner  car- 
ried on  principally  by  Scotch  VqUqIs,    Thefe 

bring 
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bring  to  Holland  and  T^ealand^  feveral  Sorts  of 
courle  Woollen  ManufaUures  in  large  Quanti- 
ties; Lead^  and  Lead  Oar,  Coals,  faked  Salmon^ 
F'lideSy  TailoWf  Corn,  and  fince  the  Union, 
a  great  deal  of  tohacco.  In  exchange  for 
which,  They  carry  back  the  fame  Com- 
modities that  are  fent  from  Holland  to  En- 
gland ^  m  fmaller  Proportions  ,•  to  which  we 
may  add,  Flax-Seed,  of  which  They  take 
off  annually,  a  very  confiderable  Quan- 
tity. 

The  Trade  the  Dutch  have  with 
Ireland,  is  very  confiderable.  Cork, 
Waterford,  and  Belfast,  are  the  prin- 
cipal Ports  in  that  Kingdom,  for  Exporta- 
tion ;  from  whence  They  lend  to  Hollandy 
a  great  deal  of  barrelled  Beef  and  But- 
ter^  Tallow  and  Hides,  iVax,  and  fome 
otiicr  Particulars.  The  Return  is  made  prin- 
cipally to  the  Port  of  Didlin ;  which  con- 
fifts  of  great  Quantities  ot  the  fine  S/lk  and 
Linnen  Ivianufadtures  of  Holland;  and  in  ge- 
neral, the  fame  Commodities,  that  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  Article  ot  Emlarid;  to 
which  we  may  add,  Flax -Seedy  which  Irelar.d 
nlfo,  has  lately  begun  to  tike  0:1  in  large 
Quantities. 

7he  end  of  the  fecond  PART. 
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PART    III. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Alliances  of 
the  States  General,  istc. 


INTRODUCTION: 


L  L  Conventions  between  Sove- 
reign T rimes ^  and  States^  are 
either  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Commerce^  or  Treaties  of  At- 
liance*  The  Firfl^  which  con- 
tain a  mutual  Promife,  to  do 
each  Other  no  Injury,  and  to  permit  a  free 

and 
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and  reciprocal  Intercourfe  between  the  Sub- 
jects of  either  Nation,  are  founded  in  the 
Law  of  Nature^  which  obliges  Us  to  concur 
ro  the  Preiervation  of  one  another.  But  the 
Second^  which  bind  ilie  ccntradling  Parties, 
to  the  Ferformance  ot  Something,  which  It 
may  be  They  would  not  do,  except  in  Con- 
ftderarion  of  the  Treaty  into  which  They 
have  entered,  are  not  always  grounded  on 
the  Law  of  Nature,  tho»  They  ought  to  be 
coniiftent  with  It ;  nor  are  They  always 
confif^ent  with  tlie  true  Intercfi  of  the  State, 
the'  They  ate  always  conci J ded  under  that 
Pretext. 

Peace  is  necedary  to  every  Country  in 
Proportion  to  the  Extent  of  its  Commerce  ; 
but  Experience  fliews  Us,  that  Treaties  ate 
ineffetlual  to  fecure  that  Bieffing,  and  as 
foon  as  Peace  interferes,  either  with  the 
Glory  ot  a  Prince^  the  parricular  Views  of 
his  Mifiijhrs,  or  the  private  Advantage  of 
the  ruling  Members  in  a  Repuhlic^  from  that 
Moment  It  becomei.  precarious.  The  Name 
of  the  puhlk  Intereft  is  iptcioufly  employ "d 
to  deftroy  the  fuUk  Faiihy  and  the  true 
Senfe  of  a  Treaty  is  quibbled  away,  or 
gloffed  over,  agreeable  to  the  good  Pieadire 
of  thofe  that  a»e  flrongefi: ;  fo  that  a  State 
ought  not  to  exped  Peace,  any  longer  than 

She 
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She   is  in  a  Condition    to  make  Vfar  with 
Advantage. 

Philip    de    Commines,     fpeaking    with 
his   ufual  Simplicity,    of  the  Treaties    and 
Negotiations  tliat  were  carried  on  between 
his  Mailer  Lewis  Xf,  and  the  Dukes  of 
Normandy  and  BraTANY,  fays,  there  was 
a   continual  SuccefTion  of    Emlajfadors  be- 
tween the   King   and  thofe  Princes^  as   well 
as  between   his  Majeflj  and  the   Duke   of 
Burgundy;     Not  to  cultivate  or    entertain 
a  good  Correjpondeme  hetween   Them^     hut  to 
wake  Difcoveries  ;   carry  Intelligence  ;   to  hrihe^ 
fuhom  and  dehauch  each   others  Minijlers  and 
Suhje^ls^    employing  all  forts    of  Artifice    and 
Treachery^  under  the  fpecicus  Pretext   of   the 
public  Faithy     a?;d  the  honourable  litle  cf  an 
Emhajfy.  Our  King  Charles  11,  attacked  the 
Dutch  Smirna  Fleet,  i66^^  without  any  pre- 
vious Declaration  of  PFar  ^  and  sn  ihac  which 
Lewis  XIV,  publilhed  agamft  the    Repub- 
lic of   the   Zfnited  Provinces  in    1072,    the 
only  Reafon  his  Mojl  Chrijlian  Majefiy  rhonght 
fit  to  allign  for  It,  was  That  Fie  was  dijfa' 
tisfied  with  the  Condu^  of  the  States  Gene- 
ral   and  could  no  longer  diffemhle  his  Indigo 
nation^    without  a    Diminuticn    of   his   Glory; 
wherefore  He  determined  to  make  War  up- 
on Them  by  Sea  and  Land* 

Cc  It 
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Tt  feems  unnecciTary  to  cite  more  Exam- 
ples to  ihevv  the  little  Dependance  that  is 
to  be  had  on  the  moll;  folemii  Engage- 
ments between  difTcrent  Nations.  To  Ipeak 
Truth,  Treaties  of  Alliance^  owe  their  In- 
vention to  the  InfideUty,  of  Frinces  and 
Regents;  and,  generally  fpeaking,  are  no 
more  than  provtfwml  Engagenjent^,  entered 
into  for  the  Support  ot  Lrmer  Treaties  of 
Peace^  or  the  Punidiment  of  Thofe  that  in- 
fringe Them.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  indeed^ 
that  Trading  Countries^  could  fubfift  without 
any  Engagements  of  this  Kind,  becaufe 
then  They  would  ofiend  Nobody,  and  their 
Commerce  would  be  open  and  general.  I  be- 
lieve, I  may  fay,  This  is  no  where  better 
iindeiftood  than  in  Holland ;  and  yet,  fuch 
has  been  the  Fate  of  the  Vnited  Provinces^ 
that  between  the  Ambition  of  their  Stadt- 
holder Sy  the  ill  Faith  of  feme  of  their 
Neighbours,  and  the  Jealoufy  of  others,  the 
Republic  has  never  once  i^ftn  it  lelf  in  a 
State  of  Independancy  ;  but  has  been  ob- 
liged to  found  its  Security  in  foreign  Alli- 
ances, both  Defenfive  and  OiTenfive,  tho' 
Nothing  be  more  repugnant  to  its  real  In- 
terefb. 

SECT. 


SECT.    I. 

O  F    T  H  E 

A  LLIANCE 

O  F    T  H  E 

States  Gene 


RAI 


With  the 


EMPEROR. 

Including  an  Examination  of  the  ^ih 

and  6th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Muniler, 
and  of  the  Emperor'5  Right  to  fet  up  the 
Often  d  Company. 


ROM  the  Abdication  of  the 
Emperor,  Charles  V,  and 
the  Partition  of  his  Domi- 
nions, to  the  Formation  of  the 
iirft  Grand  Alliance,  in  j6'>;9j 
the  German  Branch  of  the 
Atiflrian  Family,  was  ot  httlc  Weight  iri 
C  c  I  E'Arnpi 
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EttrflpCy    except  within    the  Limits    of  the 
Empire.     The    Emperor   was    then,     with 
Regard   to    the  Vmttd  Frovhces,    wiiat  pol- 
fibjy  the  Khg  ot  Folaf^cl  may  be  now;  too 
w  eak  to  hurt  Them,  and  fuiiated  at  too  great 
a  Diftance,  to  help  Them  in  any  Extremi- 
ty ;  fo  that  His  Albar>ce  co,  Id  only  lerveto 
engage  the    States    in    Enrerprizes.  contrary 
to    their   Inteieft    without  being    of    any 
UtiHty  to  Them.     Biit  lincethe  Year  1689, 
or  rather,  fince  i-oi,  that  upon  the  Deadi 
of  Charles   II,  King  of  Spam ^    the  Second 
Grand  Alliance  was  tbrmed  lor  the  Support  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty^  '-'retentions  to  the  Spani(h 
Monarchy^  the  Em:  ek.or  is  become  oF  very 
great   importance    to  the  Southern  Parts  of 
Europe^  as  w  ell  as  to  Thole  who  ly€  North- 
ward of  the  Rhine 

That  which  renders    his  Imperial  Majefly 
ot  immediate  Conlequence  to  the  Dutch^  is 
the   Poffeflirn    ot    the  Auflrian  Netherlands^  \ 
yielded  to  Him    by  the  Treaty  of  Vtrecht^  \ 
and  confirmed  by  that  of  the  Barrier,  con- 
cluded at  Antwerp^  in  171  f. 

Whoever  will  be  at  the  Pains  of  confider- 
ing  the  former  State  of  thofc  Provinces,  and 
coinparirg  it  wiih  the  Provifion  made  tor 
their  Gov  ernmenf,  and  Detence,  by  the  laft- 
mentioned  Treaty,  will  find,  that,  fuppo- 
fing   the  Auilnan  Netherlands  in  the  Hands 

of 
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of  a  Frie!id,  Tiiey  are  a  more  efTtcVual  Bar- 
rier to  the  Vnited  f'rovmes  ngainft  Frsnce^ 
than  They  have  been,  at  any  lime  fincethe 
Teace  of  AixJa-Chapelk  conduded  in  i668. 
But  if  we  confider  tiie  Emperor^  as  an  Enemy 
to  the  States  General^  the  lame  Countries,  in 
that  Cafe,  will  be  found  lefs  formidable  to 
the  Vnited  Provinces^  upon  the  prefent  Efla- 
bliihment,  than  They  were,  when  under  the 
Obedience  of  ihe  King  of  Spain. 

The  better    to    comprehend     this     we 
mud   confider,    that  the  Towns  and  Cita- 
dels ot   Namur    and     Tournay,     witli  Menin, 
Ipres^    Fumes.,    iVarneton,  and   Fort  Knocque, 
which  term  a  Chain  of  Garr-fons  upon  the 
Frontier    of    the    Auflrian    Netherlands    to- 
wards France,  are  committed  to   the  Cuflo* 
dy    of    the  States  General,    who    Garrifon 
Them  entirely  with  their  own  Troops,  and 
areobhged  in   Point  cf  Inter  eft,  as   well  as 
by  Treaty,    to   keep   the  Fortifications    in 
good  Repair,   and  the  Towns  well  fupplied 
with  Ammunition,    and  all  military  btores, 
neeeflary  for  the  lupport  of  a  Siege  :    So 
that,    in  the   cafe  of  an  Attack   from   the 
fi<  e  of  France.,    it   is   not   to    be  doubted, 
that  the  Barrier    of  the  Netherlands.,  would 
be  well  defended,  or  at  leaft,  much  better 
than  when   it   was  in    the  Hands  of  the 

Spaniards^ 
C  c  5 
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SpamanJs^  who  for  a  great  Number  of 
Years,  have  never  been  able  to  look  the 
French  in  the  Face,  or  hinder  their  encroach- 
inents  upon  the  Frontier  of  Flanders* 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  luppofe  the 
Emperor  an  Enemy  to  the   States  Getieral, 
we  ihall  then  find  ti^e  ^Netherlands  lefs  For- 
mica ok  to  the  Vnited  Frovinces,  than  when 
tiiey  made  a  Part  of  the  Spam/h  Domini- 
ons.    For  tlio'  it  be    much   more  cafy  for 
tiie  Emperor,  to   march  an  Army  into  Flan- 
ders,    than    it   was  for    the    Spaniards    to 
Tranfport  a  Body  of  Troops  thither,  after 
the   Redudion  of  their  Naval   Force ;    And 
th:./  it   be  true,    that  Holland  is   liable   to 
be    attacked    from   the    Province   of  Bra- 
hant ;   yet,  when    we    remember,   that  by 
virtue  of  the   Towns  abo*  e-mentioned,  the 
Diitch  have  it   in  their  Power,   to  let  the 
French    into   the    very  Heart    o[    Flanders^ 
irum  Vv'hcnce  they  have  been  1o  hardly  dri- 
ven bv  the  Vnited  Arms,  of  almoil  all  the 
Powers    of  Eu>cpe ;     It    cannot    be   imagi- 
ned,  that  the  Efy>peror  will  reduce  the  States 
Generaly   to    the   NeceiTity    of    having  Re- 
courie  to  lo  violent  and  dangerous  a  Reme- 
dy.    And  this  fingle  Confideration,  T  ipeak 
it    with    the    utmoft    Deference    however, 
feems  to  me,  more  than  fullicient  to  juftify 
the  moderate  Conduct  of  Great  Britain  and 

the 
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the  Vnited  Provinces^    fince   the  late   Rup- 
ture with  the  Emperor  :    becaufe,   according 
to  all  the  Rules  of   Prudence   and    Policy, 
his  Imperial  Majelh,    muft  at  laft  acquiefce, 
and  content  Himfelf  with  poflelling  the  Ne- 
therlands upon  the  Footing  prefcrib  d  by  the 
Barrier  Treaty^  rather  than  run  the  Hazird 
of  loofing  Them  entirely,   which   mufl  in- 
evitably be  the  Cafe,  if  the  Allies  of  Han-^ 
over  once  come  to  ad  Offenfively;  unlefs  wc 
can  fuppofe  the  Emperor  able  to  fend  an  Ar- 
my into  Flanders,    ftrong  enough    to  beat 
the  Vnited  Forces  of  France,    England.,   and 
Holland    out  of  the   Field  •    which  I  pre° 
fume,    there   is    no  Imperialijl    fanguine   e* 
nough  to  imagine. 

Tiie  Garrilon  of  Dendermonde,  is  made 
up  jointl}'  of  Dutch  and  Imperialifts,  but 
the  Governour  is  nominated  by  the  Empe- 
ror, (d)  It  were  very  much  to  be  wifl> 
ed,  however,  that  not  only  this  Town, 
but  that  ISJieuport  and  Ghent,  were  alfo  in 
she  Hands  ot  the  States  General,  agreeable 
to  the  ill  Barrier  Treaty,  of  .709.  tieiV' 
port,  would  render  the  Barrier,  or  the 
Chain  of  Towns,  upon  the  Frontier  of  Flan'^ 


{a)  See  the  BarrUt  Treaty  of  171 5,  concladed  dit  Antwerp' 

C  c  4  ders^ 
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ilers,  more  compleat ;   and  the  fole  f  ofTcfTicn 
of    Denderwonde   and    Ghent^    wculd   lecure 
the     Corxinmnkarion    between    the  Barrier 
Towns  and    the  'Vmted  Provinces^     which 
is  now  liable  to  be  interrupted.     And  he- 
fides  this,  had   the  Dutch  been  in   Pofiem- 
on    or  Ghent^    I  believe  the  Ofiend  Cotyipar>y*s 
Charter   had  never  been    g'snted ;    becaufe 
it  would  I  hen  have  been  in  the  Power  of 
the  States  General^    to  break  the    Commu- 
nication between   Bruges    and  the  Reft    of 
Flanders    and  Brahant^    which   would  have 
been  an  invincible    Obftacie    to  the  Com- 
merce of  Oflend. 

His  Ir/jperhil  Majefty,  has  already  con- 
fented  io  fufpend  his  Iridian  Trade  for  ie- 
ven  Years;  and  I  cannot  doubt,  but  He 
will  at  laft-,  revoke  his  Charter.  How- 
ever, as  the  Ofiend  Cowpany^  is  yet  one  of 
thofe  Points  which  employ  the  Politicks 
of  almofl, every  Court  of  Europe^  I  flatter 
my  felf,  the  Reader  will  pardon  me  at 
leaft,  if  I  attempt  to  fet  the  Queftion  in 
the  trued  Light  I  can,  by  defcribing  the 
State  of  Spain,  and  the  Zlntted  Provimesy 
before  the  Treaty  of  Munfler,  and  by  ad- 
ding all  that  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  very  intelligent  Perfons,  both  Dutch 
and  hr.perial'ifls^  m.  fupport  cf  their  differ- 
ent Pretentions  j  with  my  Refledions  up- 
on 
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on  the  Conieqacnces  that  mud  naturally 
rife  from  the  P'rolpenty  oi  the  Ofte^d 
Company^  and  the  Revolutions  that  may 
be  expeded,  both  in  Commerce  and  other- 
vvi(e,  Ihould  it  be  fu^lred  to  lubfifl. 

The  learned  Monfieur  Barheyrac,  (*)  ob- 
ferves  upcn  this    ^'ubjed,  that  It  was  not  to 
be   wondered,     common    Men,     Jittle    ac- 
quainted   with  the  Hidory   of  paft  i^ges, 
and    ftill   left,    with  tiie  pArticuiar  Maxims 
cf  Government  ;    very   ealy  on  the  other 
Hand,    about    the    Infradlion    of   treaties, 
provided   they    find    their    Account    in  ir, 
Ihould  abet  a  Proje£l,  which  could  not  be 
executed,    without    giving   a  ftab  to  public 
Fokh ;  becaule,  Men  of  this  Make  are  the 
Growth  ot   every  Climate,    and   of  every 
Age.     But   that    i'uch  a  Projttt  could    be 
entertained  by    the    Imperial   Council^    and 
patroniied     by    the    Emperor,    was    what 
Moyijieur    Barhejtac    could    not   io  well  ac- 
compt  for.  (ij) 

That  His  Imperial  Majeflj^  under  the 
Weighi  oF  10  many  iiigh  Obiigiiions,  to  Eng- 
land  and  Holland^  Ihould  in  open,  and  maniiefl 


^  ProfcfTor  of  'the  CiYil  Law  at  Groninzheyi^  and  Mem- 
ber of  the   Royal  ^ccadcrnyof  Scianccs  at  iitrlin. 

(a)  Detenfe  du  Dieic  de  la  Compagi.ie  HoJ.andoJie  des  In' 
dicsoi-Leni:alef,_(2^i-.    A  la  Uaye,  ij2^. 

Violation, 
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Violaticn  of  fo  many  Treaties  entered  into 
by  his  Anceflorsy  and  confirraed  by  Himfelj^ 
llrike  dire(i]y  at  the  moft  important  In- 
tercfts  of  both  the  Nations  ;  that  inftead  of 
acknowledging  the  Services  that  have  been 
done  Him.,  at  the  expence  of  fo  much  Blood 
and  Treajure^  and  repaying  Tnem  with 
a6l:s  of  FrieodOiip,  he  ihouid  endeavour  to 
tear  out  their  Boweh  ;  is,  it  muft  be  own- 
ed, extreamly  fupprizing,  and  a  very  great 
Refiedion  upon  the  Emperors  Gratitude  and 
Equity.  Whether  this  le  the  Cafe,  or  not, 
ihali  be  the  Subject  of  the  tollowing  En- 
quiry ;  which  I  the  rather  undertake,  as  I 
every  where  find  many  well  meaning  Per- 
fons,  who  can  very  hardly  perfuade  Them- 
felves,  that  the  Condud  of  the  Court  of 
yknna.  Upon  this  Occafion,  is  not  ground- 
ed upon  Right;  becaufe  the  Bxclufion  of 
a  whole  People,  fay  Tliey,  from  any  par- 
ticular Branch  of  Cor/imrce,  feems  to  have 
fomething  in  it  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Na^ 
tare ;  upon  which,  all  Conventions  and  Trea- 
tksy  cught  to  be   grounded. 

In  order  to  take  a  full  and  difpaffionate 
View  of  the  Emperors  Right  to  giant  the 
OflerJ  Charter,  we  mud  go  back,  and  ex- 
amine theSiate  and  Circumilances  of  Spam 
and  the  Vmted  ProvhceSy  before  the  Peace 
of  Munflerj    and  the  feveral   Interefts   that 

mioht 
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^  ,    might  engage  euher  Power,  to  conclude  that 

Treaty. 
,  T^le    People    of    the    Vnited    Provinces, 

I  had  fupported  Tiiemlelves  in  their  Revolt 
I  from  the  Crown  of  Spain,  with  wonderful 
Succefs:  When  in  <5-9,  a  Truce  was  con- 
cluded between  Them  for  twelve  Years, 
under  the  Mediation  of  France,  and  Phi- 
lip in,  King  of  Spain,  then  acknowledged 
the  States  General  as  Sovereigns  of  a  free 
and  independant  People.  By  the  fourth 
Article  of  this  Treaty,  the  King  of  Spain 
confents,  that  the  People  of  the  Vnited  Ne^ 
ther lands  fhould  remain  in  the  peaceaole 
Poffeffion  of  the  Places  They  then  held 
in  the  Indies,  and  the  Exercife  of  their 
Navigation.  He  prohibits  only  the  Dutch 
Commerce  to  fuch  Places  in  India^  as  were 
then  poflefTed  by  the  Spaniards,  without 
fpecial  Pailports,  but  leaves  Them  an  en- 
tire liberty  to  drive  on  their  Trade  with 
his  European  Suhjeds,  and  with  all  other 
Powers  out  of  Europe,  that  were  willing  to 
deal  wich  Them.  (^) 


(,t)  See  the  4th  Article  of  the  Treaty  at  large :  Hiflory 
01  the  Low  Countries,  h-^  Enmnuel  van  Metereny  French 
Edit.  Lib.  30.  Fol.  653.  Alio  the  Negoaacions  of 
Prelident  Jeann'm, 

It 
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It  may  noc  be  improper  to  remark,  that 
the  ten   Provinces  ot  the  Netherlands^  which 
remained   in  Subjedion  to  Spain,  were  at 
this  very    time   excluded  Irom    trading    to 
the   Indies^  where  Tliey  never  had   carried 
on  the  lead  Commerce,  both  by  the  Lam 
of  their  own  Sovereigns^   {h^  and  the  Decree 
of  the  Pope,,  (c)  which  as  zealous  Roman  C a- 
thoUcks^   They    were    obliged    to   obferve. 
Philip  11,  upon  the.  Marringe  of  his  Daugh- 
ter, the  Infanta^  Issabeli/A  Qlak-A  Eugenia, 
with  the  Arch-Duke  Alf.ert  of  Austria, 
gave  Her  by  way  of  Dowry,   thefe  ten  ole- 
dient  Provinces^  as  They  are  filled,-  but  it 
is  exprefi'y  jlipulated   in  an  Article    of   the 
Donaiion,  that    the    Sovereignty  of  the  faid 
Provinces  is  conlerred,  (^)  under  this  Con- 
dition,   and  not  oiher\\ife,  thst  neither  the 
Infanta,  her  Hush  and,  nor  their  Succeffors,  on 
whom  the  j aid  Provinces  miqht  devolve,  Jhould 
in   any  wife  negotiate,  traffick^    or  contract  in 
thQ  Eaft  f?/*  Vv  ell- Indies  ;  nor  jhould  They  fend 
any    Ships   thither^  under    any    Title  or  Pre- 


(b)  SeeMonficur  WefJerveen'iDl^ennion,  Dutch,  Sedi. 
IV, 

(c')  See  Mariana  de  R'^^bus  Hilp.  I-ib.  26,  chap.  9.  and 
Seldeny  A'lare claufu>v.   Lib.  1.  chap.  »2.    p^ge    i6i. 

{d)    See  the  Hiitory   of  Emuyiuel   van  Aleteren^  fremh 

tcnce 
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tettce  ivhaffoever^  upon  Feiialty,  in  cnfe  of  Con- 
travention^ that  the  Sovereignty  of  the  faid 
Countries  jl^ould  he  forfeited.  AM  if  any 
of  the  Subjeds,  of  the  faid  Provinces, 
iliould  pierume  to  trade  to  the  Indies,  con- 
trary to  the  Meiwinz,^  and  Intention  of  thefe 
Prohibitions,  their  Sovereiqns  ihouid  punilh 
them  with  the  Confijcation  ot  their  Goods, 
and   even   with  Death- 

The  new  Republic  had  juffc  began  to  taft 
the  happy  elTeds  of  Peace,  and  Liberty ; 
when  upon  the  Expiration  of  the  twelve 
Years  Truce^  both  Sides  prepared  to  renew 
their  Hoiulities  with  treih  Vigour,  and 
double  Animofity.  My  Subje(5t  does  not 
permit  Me,  to  relate  the  Events  of  the  War^ 
which  lafted  for  twenty  leven  Years,  till 
it  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  famous  Trea- 
ty of  MuNSTER,  concluded  in  1648,  an 
Epocha  of  the  greatefl  Importance  to 
tiie  TJnited  Provinces* 

For  lome  Years  paCV,  the  Point  of  great- 
eft  Confideration  with  the  States  General, 
had  been,  how  They  might  bcft  maintain 
that  Liberty  They  had  acquired.  Some 
thought  an  Accommodation  with  Spain  the 
bcft  means  to  lecure  This,  and  Others  pre- 
terred  War  to  an  uncertain  Peace.  The 
Province  of  Holland  was  for  an  Accommo- 
datiuri,    becaufe  ihe    bore   more  than  Half 

the 
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tlie  Burthen  of  the  War^  and  was  one  Hun- 
dred and  forty  Millions  in  Debt,  (a)  To 
this,  we  may  add,  that  the  Dutch  then 
began  to  fufped  their  Allies  the  French, 
Wiiofe  Frontiers  advanced  nearer  to  thofe 
of  the  Vnited  Provinces^  in  Proper r ion,  as 
their  Ccnquefls  encreafed  in  Flanders  And 
befides  this,  Frederic  Henry,  Prince  of 
Orange^  Stadtholder  and  Captain-General^ 
of  the  Vnited  Provinces^  was  now  grown 
Old  and  Iniirm,  and  leemed  to  Patronize 
tliofe  who  were  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
iVar. 

If  Peace  was  now  become  convenient  for 
the  Dutch y  it  was  at  the  iame  time  abfolute- 
ly  necefTary  for  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
reduced  to  a  very  deplorable  Condition. 
They  were  at  open  War  with  France^ 
and  the  Campaign  was  begun  with  the  de- 
feat of  their  Army  at  Avcin,  under  Prince 
Thomas,  of  Savoy,  (h^)  The  Spanijh  Infan- 
try, fo  famous  for  a  long  train  ot  glorious 
Adions,  had  been  deftroy'd  at  the  battle  of 
RvOCROY,  by  theDuKEof  Anguien,  after- 
wards Prince  of  CoNDE,  and  the  Rapidity 


{a}     See  Annales  des   Provinces  unies,  par  Monfieur 
Bafnage.     Lib.  t.  Fol.   14. 
(J})    See  Bafnage ^  ut  fupra.    Fol.  !5» 

of 
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of  his  Conqucfls  in  Flanders^  gave  the  French 
hopes  of  takmg  the  reft  of  the  Netherlandsy 
in  a  Angle  Campaign.  Catalonia  had  revolted 
and  put  herfelf  under  xliQ  french  Protection. 
Roufdlon  was  reduced  by  the  Conqueft  of 
Ferpigmn  and  Rofes^  The  Portugueze  had 
Ihook  off  the  Cajiilian  Toke,  and  crowned  the 
Duke  of  Braganza  their  King,  who,  fup- 
ported  by  France  and  Englandy  maintained 
his  Pretentions  with  Succefs.  The  Infur- 
redtion  at  Naples  was  flill  a  Subject  of  the 
greateft  Uneafinefs  to  Spain^  heightened  by 
the  Duke  of  Guise's  having  thrown  Him- 
felf  into  the  Place,  from  whom  They  might 
reafonably  expert  all  the  Oppofition,  that  the 
moft  ardent  Courage,  big  with  the  Defire 
of  Glory  could  inljpire.  In  thefe  Circum- 
ftances,  vanquilhed  by  fo  great  a  Number  of 
Misfortunes,  and  opprelled  with  fo  many  dif- 
ferent Enemies,  who  feemed  all  to  have  cott' 
fpired  to  effedi  the  fame  Defign  ,•  dejlitute 
on  the  other  Hand,  of  fufficknt  Armies  for 
the  Defence  of  fuch  Trovimes  as  werc^ij'- 
tacked^  or  the  Recovery  of  Thofe  that  were 
revolted,  Philip  IV,  refolved  to  make  a 
TeacCy  either  general^  or  feparate^  and  fent 
the  Count  of  ?i(inaranda^  with  Orders  to 
this  Purpofe,  as  his  Plenipotentiarjy  to  Mun- 
[ter. 

Such 
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Such  were   the  Circuniftances  of    Spain- 
and  the  United  Provinces,  and  fuch  the 
Dilpofition    of    their    refpedive    Sovereigns, 
^hen  the  Conferences  were  ftfii  opened.     I 
omit   to  enlarge   upon  the  IntenTts  of    the 
other  Powers  concerned    in   this  Treaty,  as 
foreign  to   nay  Subject.    FfvANce,  Sweden, 
and  the  United  Provinces  were    dofcly 
allied.  ,  Difterences  in  Pi.ELiGiON  had  kind- 
leii  a  bloody  War  in  Germany,  wfiere  the 
Proteflayi^s  backed  with  the  viclnrio^^fs  Arms  cf 
Siveden.,  were  every  where  fuccefiTul  againfl 
the  Emperor^   Ferdinand   HI,    unahle    fror/i 
thence  to  ailifl  Spairiy  who  was  thus  left  to  flru^- 
gle  fing'y,    wi«'h  all    the    Di^culties  before 
enumerated.      The     Court    of    Madrid 
left  nothing  unattempred  to    draw    of?  the 
Trench    from    their   Alliance   with    the    V- 
r.Hed  Prc"j'inces,  by  engaging  Them  in  a  fepa- 
TdtQ Peace;  and  when  tins  v.'as  found  in  Vain, 
the  fame  Arts  were  pra^irifed  upon  rhe  Dutch^ 
with  better  Succefs.   The  Liter ej}  of  the  Repuh- 
I'lc^  feemed  to  be  confired  to  thefe  {^<S!  Parti- 
culars; tnar  Sp2in  ihould  abfolutely  renounce 
all  Kiq]jt  and  Title  to  the  Sovereignty  ol  rhe 
Vmted  Provinces^  and  own  Them  for  2ifree  and 
independent Peot'Ie.  Second/jylhu  ivtir  Lcuntry 
Ihould  be  covered  with  a  good  Barrier.    And 
Thirdly y    That  their  Ccr/irneice  Ihould  be  le- 
cured  to   Them  m  the  moll:    advantageous 

Manner 
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Manner.  The  Firft,  of  thefe  was  merely  Mat- 
ter of  Form,  and  cafily  adjufted,  for  Philip  KI, 
in  the  Truce  of  1609,     had  already  treated 
Tneoi  as  a  free  People,  fo  that  this  was  on- 
ly renewing  the   fame  Thing  with    greater 
Solemnity.  The  Second,  was  a  Point  of  more 
Difficulty.    The  Spaniards  had  been  taught, 
for  a  long  Series  ot  Years,  to  confider  Them- 
felves  as  the  fir  ft  and  mojl  powerful  Nation  of 
the  ^/»ii;^r/? :  fortified  in  this  Opinion,  by  the 
gseat    and  frequent  Vi^ories  of  Chahles  V, 
and  endlned  naturally  to  improve^  and  he}ghten 
the  favourite  Ideas  They  had  entertained  of 
their   own    Grandeur  and  Superiority,     It  was 
not  eafy   to   make  Them  fee    their  Weak- 
nefs,  and  bring  Them  to  Conceilions,   in  Fa- 
vour of  Thofe   whom    They    had    always 
treated  as  rehellious  Suhje^s.    The  Third,  was 
ftiil  an  Article  of  harder  DigePdon.    Not  only 
Policy^   but  even  common  Decency  would  fcarce 
allow    Philip   III,    Lord  of  both  the  Indies^ 
to  confirm  the   Priviledges  granted  by  the 
States   General  to  the   Eajl-India    Company  of 
Holland,  and  much  lefs   to  exclude    his  own. 
Suhjetls  from  trading  within  fo  large  a  Diflri^y 
as  was  then  in  the  Dependance  of  that  Compa' 
ny*     But  the  Dagger  was  at   his  throaty  and 
the   Neceffity  was  evident,  either  of  making 
a  feparate  Peace  with  the    Dutch^   or  falling 
a  Sacrifice  to  the   Vnited    Arms  of    France-^ 
D  d  and 
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and  the  Repuhlk.  The  firfl  was  mcfl  eligi- 
ble in  point  of  Prudence,  tho'  leaft  con- 
formable to  the  vain  Notions  of  Honour^ 
and  falfe  Ideas  of  Greatmfs^  that  then  pof- 
felTed  the  Court  of  Madrid ;  and  accord- 
ingly, after  a  train  of  Negotiations,  which 
had  been  carried  on  in  different  Places 
for  near  eight  Years  together,  a  feparaU 
Teacc  was  at  laft  concluded  in  1648,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  Vnited  ProvinceSi  at 
Munjler, 

By  this  Treaty,  the  King  of  Spain  ac- 
knowledges the  States  General,  of  the 
Vnited  Provinces,  with  the  Countries  and 
Tovj»JS  on  Them  depending,  to  be  free  and 
fiver eign ;  over  whom,  the  faid  King  re- 
nounces all  Preientions  for  Himfelf^  and  his 
Heirs^  for  ever :  And  thus  the  Sovereignty  of 
tlie  Vnited  Provinces,  was  eftabUfhed  by 
the  only  Power  that  had  any  Pretenfion  to 
conteft  it.  By  the  third  Article,  the  Bar" 
rier  of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  was  fecured 
againil  Spain^  by  ilipulating,  that  each  Party 
fhould  remain  in  PoiTeffion  of  all  the  Pla- 
ces They  then  held  ;  and  particularly,  Bois 
le  due,  and  its  Territory,  with  the  Towns 
of  Maftricht,  Breda,  Huljl,  and  feme  others 
were  ailigned   to  the  States, 

The  j^r/j  Article  comes  home  to  our  pre- 
feni   S\),o^^^  by  confirming  the    Charters  of 

the 
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the  Eajl  and  Weft-hilia  Companies  of  Hol- 
land, and  eftablilliing  reciprocally  the  Right 
of  Pofleflion,  to  either  Party,  of  the  Pla- 
ces They  then  held  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies^  comprehending  likewife,  all  thofediat 
the  Portugueze  had  taken  from  the  Dutch 
fince  the  Vcar  1641,  which  the  King  of 
Spain  renounces  his  Pretenfions  to,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  States  General,  as  alfo  all  Lands 
and  Places,  which  They  ihould  conquer,  or 
acquire  the  Pofleffion  of  hereafter,  without 
Infradtion  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

The  fixth  Article  goes  yet  much  further, 
with  refped  to  the  Baft-Indies,  and  it  is 
very  exprefsly  ftipulated,  That  the  Spaniards 
fljall  continue  their  Navigation  in  ^^e  Eaft- In- 
dies, in  the  manner  They  had  hitherto  exet" 
cifed  it  J  without  being  permitted  to  extend  it 
leyond  their  ufual  Limits.  And  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  are  prohibi- 
ted to  trade  to  fuch  Places  as  were  then  pof- 
feffed  hy  the  Caltillians.     (ji) 

As  to  the  Weft' Indies,  it  was  further  a- 
greed,  in  the  feventh  Article,  to  abftain  re-^ 
ciprocally  from  prejudicing  each  other's  Com- 
merce. 


-  ia)    Vide,  Traites    de  Paix,  en  1648.  Tom  3.   page 

D  d  a  I 
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I  come  now  to  the  State  of  the  Queftion, 
between  his  Imperial  Majefiy  and  then  High 
Mightyneffes  the  States  General^  in  behaU  of 
their  Subjects,  concerning  the  Right  of 
Commerce,  that  each  Party  pretends  m  boih 
the  Indies- 

The    Dutch    India  Con^^pames   affirm,    that 
by  Virtue    of  their  Charters   and   briviled- 
ges,    confirmed   by    fokmn    Treaties,    and 
pariicularly  that  of  Murfler^   Tiiey  have  an 
irrevocable    Right    to  trade  within    certain 
diArifts    m   the   Indies^  exclufwely  of  the  In- 
habitants   of     the    Aujinan    Netherla?2ds,     :n 
which   Diilrids,  They  have  conftantly  ex- 
ercifed  that    Right,    without    having    been 
interrupted  in  it  till  very  lately,  by  the  Im- 
penaUjlSy   who    on    the    other  Hand,   deny- 
that  any  fuch  Exclufwn  is  intended  by  the 
Treaty    of  Munfler  ;     or    if   it    were ;  that 
his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty   is  in  any  Degree 
hound   h  ikat  Treaty ,    or  ohligedy    in   eqidty^ 
to  ohjerue  it. 

The  Words  of  the  Claufe  in  the  ftxth 
Article,  of  the  Treaty  of  Munfter^  run 
thus.  '  And  it  hath  been  further  conditi- 
'  oned,  and  ftipulated,  That  the  Spaniards 
^    jhall  retain  their  Navigation,    in  fuch  man- 

*  ner,    as    they  hold  it    at   prefent    in    the 

*  Eaft-Indies,  without  heing  permitted  to  ex- 
^    tend  it  further  :   As   alio,  the  Inhahitants 
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^  of  the  Vnited  ProvinceSy  Jhall  ahftain  from 
*  frequenting^  fuch  i^laces  as  are  in  the  i'^ojfef- 
'^  fion  of  the  Caftilians. 

I  think  it  is  inconteftable,  that  thefe 
Words  convey  the  Idea  of  certain  Limits, 
within  which,  the  King  of  Spain  ought  to 
confine  his  Navigation,  and  Commerce ;  and 
the  Dutch  Civilians  obferve  that,  there 
is  a  very  eflential  Difference  in  this  re- 
ciprocal Stipulation  ;  for  the  Dutch  engage 
Theuu'elves  only,  not  to  trade  to  the  F laces 
held  hy  the  Spaniards  ;  whereas,  the  King 
of  ^pain,  is  not  only  obliged  to  redrain 
the  Navigation  of  his  Subjeds  within  their 
Old  Limits^  and  prohibit  Them  the  Dntch 
Dijlriti^  but  They  are  likewife  excluded  all 
other  Places  in  the  Indies,  which  They  had  not 
as  yet  frequented :  and  fince  this  Excluflca 
was  condefcended  to  in  Favour  of  the  Dufch^ 
It  is  a  very  natiiral  Confequence,  that 
They  muft  gain  what  the  Spaniards  lofe ;  (o 
that  a  va  ft  Field  is  left  open  toThem ;  They 
may  extend  their  Commerce  on  ail  Sides ; 
conquer  upon  the  Portitmeze;  and  fettle  in 
any  Part  or  the  Indies  not  occupied  by  the 
Spaniards,  all  which  Tiiey  are  to  poileis 
with  an  enrire  Bxclufion  of  all  the  Suhjc^s 
of  Spain.  If  it  be  obje6led  that  the  Limits 
within  which  the  King  of  Spain  fhould  con- 
fine his  Navigation,  are  not  exprelFed ;  the 
D  d  3  Anfwer 
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AnAver  is,  that  They  were  perfedtly  and  vul- 
gerly  known  at  the  Time  of  making  this  Trea- 
ty. The  Philippine  Jjlands^  had  hitherto  been 
the  nonplus  ultra  of  the  Spaniards,  reckoning 
from  the  St r eights  o{Magella}i^  which  was  the 
only  Courfe  their  Ships  had  kept,  or  couJd 
keep,  by  Virtue  of  the  arhitrial  Sentence  of 
Pope  Alexander  VI  ,•  fo  that  the  Reft 
,  of  the  Indies,  from  the  Thilltppine  IJlands  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Ho^e^  was  left  open  to  the 
Hollander*  And  tliis,  indeed,  agrees  very 
exadtly  with  the  T^^th  Article  ot  the  Privi- 
ledges  granted  by  the  States  General  to 
their  Eafl' India  Company,  where  it  is  ex- 
prefly  ordered,   *  That  no  Perfon,  of  what 

*  Condition  or    Quality   foever,  fliall  pre- 

*  fume  to  Navigate  in  the  Eajl'Indies,   on 
'  the  other   Side  the   Cape    of  Good   Hope, 

*  or,     hy    the  Streights    of    Magellan,    up- 

*  on  Penalty  of    forfeiting    the    Ship  and 

*  Cargo. 

'Tis  now  proper  to  fee  what  the  Impe" 
rialifts  offer  in  Support  of  their  Pretentions, 
and  how  They  affed  to  underftand  thofe  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Treaty  of  Munjier,  that  We 
have  now  explained. 

The  Firft,  and  indeed,  their  principal 
Objedfion,  relates  to  the  laft  Claufe  of  the 
5th  /iiticle.  The  Qjeftion  is,  who  are  in- 
duded  in  the  Stipulacion  of   that  Claufe,* 

and 
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and  what  we  are  to  underftand,  by  the 
Engagement  entred  into,  by  Thofe  whom 
It  ihall  be  found  to  concern,  to  retain  their ^ 
t^avigation  in  the  fame  Manner^  that  They 
pojjefs  It  at  Prejent  in  the  Eaft-lndies,  with- 
out  extending  It  farther. 

Monfieur  Na^j,  and  other  zealous  Advo- 
cates of  the  Oflend  Company^  prefs  the  Let- 
ter of  the  Treaty,  and  affirm,  that  as  the 
CaflilianSj  or  Spaniards  alone  are  named,  fo 
the  Stipulation  regards  Them  only,  but 
does  not  in  the  leail  bind  the  other  Subjects 
of  Spain. 

But,  in  Anfwer  to  this,  the  Inperiai/fts  m3iy 
be  asked,  if  It  be  at  all  uncommon,  for  all 
the  Subjects  of  any  Prince,  who  hasfcveral  di^ 
fiidt  States,  tobedefigned  by  the  Name  of 
Thofe  that  inhabit  the  mojl  confiderahle  Fart  of 
his  Dominions >  Any  one  that  will  give  Him- 
felf  the  Trouble  of  turning  over  Treaties,  may 
find  many  Examples  of  This,  and  indeed, 
there  is  Nothing  more  common  in  ordinary 
Language.  In  all  the  Treaties,  made  between 
England  and  other  States^  if  every  Time  the 
Word  Englifh  is  ufed,  It  were  to  be  pretend- 
ed that  the  Subjects  of  Scotland^  and  Ireland^ 
are  not  to  be  underftood,  or  comprehended ; 
this  would  certainly  tend  to  reverie  the  Senfe 
and  Purport  of  the  cleareft  Engagements,  and 
open  a  Door  to  a  thoufand  Chicanes. 

D  d  4  But 
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But  it  will  be  very  e^.fy  to  demonftrate, 
from  the  Nature  of  the  Affair  in  QueUion, 
that  the  Intention  of  both  the  contracling 
Powers,  was  to  extend  what  is  ftipula- 
ted  concerning  the  Spaniards^  or  Ca[!'iHaus^ 
namely,  to  all  the  Subjeds  oi  Philij)  IV,  in- 
differently. 

Ir  was  beyond  all  Contradidtion  the  Defign 
of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  to  fecure  to  Them- 
felves  for  the  Time  to  come,  a  d'lftina  and 
fe^arau  Right  of  Commerce,  within  the 
Dilfrife  of  their  hdia  Companies-  The  very 
DiflicLikies,  and  Dilputes  They  had  met 
with  on  this  Head,  in  their  Negotiations 
With  Spain,  for  a  long  Time  before  the 
Treaty  of  Munfler  could  be  concluded,  are 
a  Prcof  of  This.  For,  ii  the  Qaeflion  had 
related  barely,  to  the  quiet  Pcfjejfton  of  fuch 
Places  as  the  Dutch  then  Iield  in  the  In- 
dies, and  the  Liberty  of  trafficking  with 
other  Nations,  and  powers  who  might  be 
willing  to  deal  with  Them,  there  is  not 
the  leaii  Ground  to  imagine,  that  Philip  IV, 
who  paffionateiy  defired  Peace,  and  confider- 
ing  the  Condition  of  his  Affairs,  had  a- 
bundance  of  Reafon  to  defiie  It,  would 
have  made  fo  great  a  Difficulty,  of  con- 
fenting  to  thole  Articles  that  related  to 
the  Indian  Commerce,  fince  This,  as  I  obferv- 
ed  jutl  cow,  had  been  already  granted  to 

Them 
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Them  by  his  Predeceflbr  Philip  IIF,  by  the 
Treaty  of  the  Truce  in  1609.  Tht  Dutch 
obferve  farther  on  this  Head,  that  the 
King  of  Spain  s  Conceflion,  is  relative  to  the 
Charters  of  their  hdia  Companies^  which 
He  'confirms  in  all  their  Extent.  '  The 
'  Navigation  and  Commerce,    of  the  Eajl^ 

*  and  Wefl'India  Ccmpames^  fliall  be  main- 
'  tained  according,    and  in  Conformity    to 

*  the  Charters^  on  that  Head  already  given^  or 

*  that  may  he  given  hereafter. '  Thele  Char* 
ters  do  not  barely  confine  the  two  Compa- 
mes  to  the  Diftrids  They  then  pojfejfed^  with 
the  Liberty  of  trading  with  other  Nations, 
but  They  exclude  from  thofe  Diftrids,  de- 
termined by  certain  Bounds,  all  the  Sub- 
je(9:s  of  the  united  Provinces ;  and  Philip  IV ^ 
in  confirming  thefe  Charters,  ought  furely 
to  be  conitrued  to  have  confirmed  Them 
for   all  his  Sukje^s. 

But  in  Reahry,  the  King  of  Spain's  own 
Intereft  demanded,  that  this  Confirmation 
Ihould  bind  all  his  Subje6ts  of  every  De- 
nomination. For,  after  having  confented, 
tho'  with  Pain,  to  confine  the  Commerce 
of  his  beft  beloved  Subjeds  the  Ca/l/liansy 
v/ithm  certain  Limits  in  the  Indies,  It  can- 
not be  imagined  that  He  would  make  their 
Condition  lliU  more  difadvantageous,  by 
giving    his   Subjeds    of  the    Low  Countries^ 

leave 
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leave  to  trade  to /«^/^,  either  within  his  own 
Diflrid,  or  That  of  the  Dutch^  which  mull 
vifibly  diminilli  the  Profit  made  by  the 
Spamards  or  Caftilians,  in  whofe  Favour,  both 
He  and  his  Anceftors  had  hitherto  carefully 
excluded  all  their  other  Subjeds  from  that 
Commerce,  and  particularly  Ihofe  of  the  Low 
Countries' 

There  was,  indeed,  no  Neceffity,  either 
from  the  Intereft  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or 
the  States  General^  to  infert  the  Name  of  any 
other  People,  than  That  of  the  Castili- 
ANs,  or  Spaniards y  in  thofe  Articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Munfler  that  relate  to  Com- 
merce; becaufe  the  Exclufion  of  the  Pcop/e 
of  the  Au^rian  tJet  her  lands,  held  valid  by 
all  Parties  for  fo  long  a  Time,  fubfifted 
ftill  in  its  full  Force;  and  as  it  was  not 
exprejsly  revoked  or  moderated  in  any  Degree, 
muft  from  thence  be  conftrued  to  be  con- 
firmed. 

The  Roman  Civilians,  and  Grot  ins,  all  a- 
gree,  that  where  difputes  arife  concerning 
Compacts,  the  Intention  of  the  contradt- 
ing  Parties,  muft  be  examined  into,  (jz)  And 


(a)  Semper  in  ftipulationibus,  &  in  cjEteris  contrafti- 
bus,  id  fequimur,  quod  aftum  eft,  &c.  Lib.  34.  D.  dc 
Reg.  ]ur. 

if 
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if  it  be  poffible  to  d  if  cover  this,  the  fame 
regard  mud  be  paid  to  it,  as  if  it  had 
been  a£lually  expreded.  (F)  I  think  it  is 
evident  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  the 
Intention  of  Spam,  and  the  Vmted  Provmcesy 
was,  that  the  Prohihitton,  under  which, 
the  People  of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands  lay, 
to  trade  to  the  Indies,  iliould  remain  in 
Force :  That  the  Cajlilians,  or  Spaniards ^ 
only  fhould  be  allowed  to  trade  to  hdia^ 
within  their  old  Diflriil ;  and  that  all  other 
Subjedts  of  Philip  IV,  of  every  Denomina- 
tion, fliould  remain  as  They  were  before, 
utterly  excluded  from  the  Commerce  in 
Quellion. 

But  the  Imperial  Advocates,  do  net  only 
attempt  to  prove,  that  the  treaty  of  Mun- 
fler,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Commerce,  does 
not  regard  the  Subjedts  of  the  Auflrian  Ne- 
therlands :  They  would  willingly  underftand 
the  Refl  of  the  Treaty  in  a  manner,  tliat  I 
conceive  the  Words,  and  natural  Senfe  of 
it,  cannot  poffibly  admit. 

*  All  the  Demands,  fays  Monfieur  Nany^ 
(d)    *  Of  the  two  India  Companies  of  HoU 


(b)  Nam  in  contrahendo,  quod  agitur,  pro  Cauto    ha- 
bendum eft.  Lib.  3.   D.  de.  Reb.  Cred. 
(a)  See  la  Refutation  de  Monfieur  Nany  Seft.  2.  Pag,  19 

'  land. 
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lanJy  at  the  Congrefs  of  Munfter^  went  no 
further,   than   to  obtain  oi  the  King    of 
Spain,   by  way   of  Sufferance^  the  Permif- 
fion,    and  Liberty  to  navigate    and  traf- 
fick,  according    to   the  Tenoar  of  their 
Charters.     It  is  furprizin^  then,  adds  He, 
and  /hacking  to  the   lad  degree,  to  pre- 
tend  at  this  time  of  Day,   that  the  Per- 
miflioii    given    Them    to    this    purpofe, 
by    his    iatholick    Majefly,    may   be  ex- 
tended   to    the  Exclnfon    of    thofe    who 
were   his   proper   Subjeds,    in  Countries, 
where  the    States  General  did    not    think 
their  own  Commerce  fecure,   unleis  the 
faid   Prhce    authorized   it,  by    his  Con- 
firmation of  the  above  mentioned  Char- 
ters ;    which  ought   to   be  confirmed  by 
Him,  becaufe  they  had  been  granted  du- 
ring the  iVar,  and   at  a  time,  U'hen  the 
Kifig   of  Spain  did    not   acknowledge  the 
States   General  as  free  and  fovereign,  but 
confidered  Them  as  his  Subje6ls. 
It  is  not  eafie  for   the   moll  difmterefted 
Perfon  to  read   this  Paragraph  of  Monfieur 
Nany^Sy  with  common  Temper.    Sure  at  the 
Treaty   of  Mmfter,  the  States  General  (lood 
in   no  need  of  a  Talk  rat  ioti^    for  their  Na- 
vigation and  Commerce  m  the  InJies^  flow- 
ing  from  the  King    of  SpwtS  Goodnefs^  and 
Condefccaiion.     The    Face  of  Affairs   was 

"very 
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very  much  altered  fin^c  the  Truce  of  1609, 
and  yet  even  tlien.  They    obtained    fome- 
thing  more   in   Point    of  Commerce,    than 
a  precarious  Liberty  dependant  on  the  ^ood 
Tltafure   of  the  Court    r}  Madrid,     The  So- 
i^erer^nty  of  the  States  General  was  no  long- 
en  i'^    the  main,   a  conteflable  Point,   any 
more  than  tiieir  Right    to  trade   to    the  In- 
dies.    They     had  ftrengthened    Themfelves 
fo  weli,   botli   m  one   and   the  other,  that 
fhilip    IV,  could  not  flatter  himitlf,    with 
any  probability,  of  Succels  in  his  attempts 
to  dtpnve  Tlicm    of  either.     And    indeed, 
ii  is    evident,    trom    the    uhoie  Courfc  of 
the   Negotiations^    and    the  Conduct  of  his 
Plenipotentiaries  at  Munfier,,  that   the  Views 
of  that    Prince  were  con^ned  to    the   Pre- 
fervation  of  his  own  Commerce   in    India^ 
and  to  hinder   the  D/^tch  from  Invading  it. 
Agreeable  to  thi^,  we  nnd   the   Emhaffadors 
of  Spain^  complaining,    that  the  Dutch  pre- 
tended  to  tye  down  their  Mafler^  from   carry" 
ing  his  Arms  into  Brazil,  to  reduce  the  Por- 
tugueze,    his  rehellious     Suhjetls  ;  and    from 
extending    his    Navigaticn    and  Commerce  in 
India,  to   Places    out  of  the    Dutch  Diftri^y 
that     were   alfolutely   free    and    indetendant. 
This  I  apprehend,  is  fomething  more  than 
a  Confirmation  of  their  Charters,  and  a  lare 

Lihertj 
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Liberty  of  Traffick,  or  a  Tolkration,  as  Mon* 
fienr  Nany  exprefles   it. 

Another  Argument,  equally  artificial  and 

frivolous,   made  ufe  of   to  evade  the  force 

of  the  Treaty  of  Munjler,  is  this.  Thilip  IV, 

fay  They,  contra^ed  merely  as  King  of  Spain, 

and  Lord  of  the  Indies  ,*    but  not  as  Duke 

of  Brahantj   Count  of  Flanders,  or    Sovereign 

of  the  other  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries. 

It  will  not    be   contefted,  that  a  Prince, 

who  has  feveral  difiin^   States,  may  make 

a  Treaty,  which  fliall  regard  one  of  them, 

and  not  the    other;    but    the  Qaeftion   is, 

whether  the   King  of  Spain  treated  in  that 

manner,  or  not/  Every  Body  will   allow, 

that  the    Ratification    of    the    Sovereign,    is 

that  alone,  which  gives  Force  and  Sandtion, 

to  a  Treaty  ;  and  in  that,  which  Philip  IV, 

gave  to  the  Treaty  of  Munfter^  all  his  Ti. 

ties  are  inferted;    King  of   Spain;    Duke    of 

Burgundy  and  Brabant;  Count  o'l  Flanders^  &c. 

Nor  is  there  any  Example  to  be  cited  in  the 

whole  Treaty  it  felF,  that  He  ftipulates,  or 

promifes   any  thing,    fometimes    under  one 

Title,  and  fometimes  another. 

Tliofe  who  invented  this  Diflin£lion,  may 
be  apt  to  fay  indeed,  that  this  is  no  more 
than  the  common  ftile  uled  in  the  Pream- 
ble ot  all  Treaties;  and  that  no  Con- 
fequence  will   arife  from  It.     But   there  is 

3 
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a  very  particular  Claufe  in  the  Ratification, 
which  leaves  no  Room  to  chicane.    '  Philip 

*  IV,  declares  folemnlyy  that  he  approves  and 

*  ratifies  the  Treaty,  for  Himfelf^  his  Heirs j 
'  and  Succejfors  ;  as  alfo  for  his  Vajfals,  Suh- 
^  je^Sy  and  Inhabitants  of  his  Kingdoms^  States 

*  and  Lordjhips^  as  mil  in  Europe^  as  out 
'  of  Europe^  and  this,  without  any  Exception, 

*  in  all  its  PartSy  and  Contents,   and  in  each 

*  Point,  and  Article  feparately^  &c.  He  c- 
^  hliges  to  this  Purpofe,   all  and  every   his 

*  Kingdoms^    Countries,    and  States,  as   alfo, 

*  all  his   other  Demefns  J>refenty  and  to  come ; 
'  his  Heirs,  Succejfors,    and  Defcendants  ;    fo 
that,    it  would  hardly   be    polTible  to  ex- 
prefs  in  flronger  Terms,  any  Engagement 
entered  into  by  a  Prince^   in  behalt  of  all 
his    Dominions,    confiiling   of  various  Pro- 
vinces, by  whatfoever  Title  He  may  pofTefs 
them.    In  my  Apprehenfion,  therefore,  Phi^ 
lip  IV,  has  lliut  the  Door  to  all  immagina- 
bie   Exceptions.    He   obliges    all  his  Heirs 
and  SuccefTors,  who  Ihall  come  afcer  Him, 
in  the  Low  Countries,    as  well    as  in  Spjini 
He  obliges  all  his  Faffals,  Suhje^s,   and  In- 
halitants,   of  all  the  Countries  of  his  Do- 
mination  in  Europe,    and    out    of    Europe^ 
without  any  Diftindlion :  He  reflrains  both 
his  Heirs  and  his  Suhje^s^  whofoever  they 
may  be,  to  the  obfervation  of  all  the  Ar- 

ticks 


^i6       B  A  T  AV  1  A    Part  III. 

tkles  of  the  Treaty  of  ManJIer,  in  General, 
and  each  of  them  in  particular ;  and  as 
thofe  Articles  in  queftion,  are  the  moft 
confiderable,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that 
if  they  were  only  to  bind  a  part  of  his 
Subjcds,  Care  would  have  been  taken  to 
have  inferred  the  Exception. 

And  thus  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  the 
true  Senfe  of  the  Treaty  of  Munfier^  and 
the  Intention  of  the  ccntradting  Parties,  was 
to  confine  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of 
the  Spaniards  or  Cajiilians  to  their  old  Li- 
mits;  excluding  Them  entirely  from  the 
Diftrid:s  of  the  Hollanders^  and  all  fuch  Pla- 
ces as  the  Dutch  jhould  conquer  afterwards^  or 
extend  their  Commerce  to,  without  Inf ration  of 
that  Treaty-  And  Secondly,  Tiiat  this  Esclu- 
fion,  muft  bind  all  the  Subjeds  of  his  Ca- 
thoUck  Majefty  equally  ^  becaufe,  as  Philip  IV, 
made  War  upon  tlie  PiepulUc  of  the  Vnited 
Provinces  both  as  Kin^r^  of  Spain,  and  Sove- 
reign of  the  Lo'x  Countries,  So  he  mufi  be 
confidered  as  tiie  fame  Perfon  at  Mnnfter, 
ratifying  the  Peace  made  there,  in  Quality 
of  King  of  Spain,  Duke  of  Brahant,  Count 
cf  Flanders,  &c.  And  confequsntly  that 
the  Articles  cf  the  Treaty,  are  e(iually 
linding  to  the  Inhabitants  of  all  thefe  Coun- 
tries, under  the  common  Relation  of  Suhjecis, 
to  one   and  the  fayrie  Prince* 

After 
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After  having  afcertained  the  Senfe  and 
Extent  of  the  sth  and  6th  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Munfter^  I  come  now  to  examine 
the  other  grand  Aflertion  of  the  Imperialijts^ 
that  fuppofing  the  true  Senfe  and  Inten- 
tion of  the  Munjier  treaty  to  be  as  we  ex- 
plain It,  yet  the  prefent  Emperor  is  not 
bound  b/  it. 

'  His'  Imperial    Majefly^  fay    They,  does 
not     pofTels  the   Aujirian    NetherlatjJs,    as 
Succejffor  to  Charles  11,  late  King   of 
Spain,  but  as  One   of  the  Succeffors  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgundy,  in  the  lame  man- 
ner,    as    hiS    auguft   Anceftcrs    poiknlcd 
Tliem    before    the    Acctliion  of   Fhili? 
leBzl  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
Here  iollows  what  Mo^ifieur  Nany  has  ad- 
vanced  to  this   Purpofe,    tranfiated    Verha^ 
tir^» 

*  Few  Perfons  are  ignorant,  (ii)  that 
'  the  Netherlands   di.i   never  belong  to  the 

*  molt  angiif^  Houfe  of  Jujfria,   Zb  a    De° 

*  petidance  or  the  Crcn^^^  of  .bpai^jy  but  as 

*  Succcflors  of  the  H.'Uk  oi  Burgundy ^\vhoi6 
'  Dominio:}S  They    inherited,  before    They 

*  were   at  the    Head  cf   thr^  Spanijh  Mo^ 

*  narchy^  and  it  was  under   this    Tdie^  tha£ 


ta)   Refutation  de    Monfieur  Nanj,    Se£l.  8.  Pag.  7.  8. 

E  e  *  hiS 
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his   nwfi  Chrtjiian  Majefijy  delivered  up  to 
the    Spates    General^  tor,    and    in    Eavour 
of  that  moft   augull  Houfe,     All  which, 
that  Prince,  and   hi^^  Alhes,  were  poflcfTed 
of,  in  thole  Countries,  commonly    called 
the  Spamfhy    or    An  (Irian    J<1  ether  lands,  in 
the  Month  of  AprU^    »7i?9    as   likewife 
the   Towns  of  Ipres  and  Furnes,  with  all 
rheir  Dependances  j  nnd    it  was    likewife 
in   Favour  of     the  fame  Title,    that  Mef- 
Jieifrs   the  States^  delivered  up  to  his  Im^ 
per  hi  Majefty.  all  the  Places,   Towns,  and 
<^  ountries,    which  They   had  the  Admi- 
niftration  of    in   his    Name,    as  may  be 
leen,  ly  the    mth,   a://;,   and  i\ft   Ar- 
tirles  cf  the  Treaties  of  Radftat  and  Baden^ 
and    by  the    two  firfl    Articles    ot    the 
Barrier  Treaty^  of  i '/ 1 5. 
*  The  Stipulations  made  and   provided, 
by   the  feveral  Articles   of  thefe  Treaties, 
evidence  in   the    Orongcfl:   Manner,   that 
the    Auflnan    J^e  t  her  lands  ^    are   for    ever 
united  to  the  Dominions  of  the  moft  au- 
gud   Houfe  of  Auflrta,   and  that    the  So- 
vereignty and  Property  of  Them,  are  veft- 
ed   m   his  Imperial  Majedy^    no  otherwife 
than   as    Sovereign  and  Proprietor  of  the 
fa  id    Netherlands^    and    as  Chief    of    the 
f?'d  Houfe ^  and  confequently,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  as  his   auguft  Anceflors  poflefled 

them 
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'  them  before  the  Acceffion  of  Thilip  Ik 
^  Bel,  to   the  Crown  of    Spain. 

From  whence,  Monfuur  Nany  (J)  concludes^ 
That  the  Dutch  miftake  Ttiemlelves-,  and 
reafon  after  a    very  odd  manner,   '  when 

*  they  fay,  and    repeat  continually,  that  as 

*  the  Emperor  is  Heir  and  Succejfor  of  the 
'  late  Cathclick  King,  He  is  confequently 
'  engaged  to  execute  the  Treaty  of  Munfter;^ 
^  in   all  its    Extent,   and  ohlige  his  Suljedl 

to  ohferue   it. 

Another   Advocate  (h)  of  the  Oflend  Com^, 

pany,  who   is  anonimous,  exprciles    Hanfelf 

thus.    '  The   Emperor   poffeitcs    thofe     t^ro- 

'  vinces,  in  Quahty  of  rhier'  and  lole  Heir 

'  ot   the    Houje   of    Burgmdj*     And    troni 

this  inconttftabie    Principle,     as  He    thinks 

fit  to    call  It,    He   draws     a   Confequence 

very  proper  for  the  Caule  He  unoeuakes  td 

defend,   '  That   a  King  of  Spain^    not  hav- 

'  ing  it  in  his    Power,    by  any  Treary   (>i? 

'  Agreement,     to     prejudice     a   Pnnce    ivho 

*  h  in  his  own  Right    Heir    to  the  Houfe  if 
'  Burgundy  ;     Neither  the   Treaty   of   iVhn- 

*  jler,     nor    any    Other    entere<:    into    i y 

*  Spain^  can   in  any   Degec,   bird  his    hn^ 

*  ptrial  and  CathoUck  Mujejly,     any    farther^ 


(a)  Pag.  9. 

(b)  See  Lcttrc  a  un  Ami  en  HolUnde,  a  BruxelleL 

E  e  i  '  thmi 
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*  ihifi  He  may  have  ratified  Them  H'tmfelf. 
If  thefe  Gentlemen  only  pretend, 
that  with  Refpecl  to  the  Treaty  of  Munfler 
the  prefent  Emperor  cannot  ce  confidered 
as  Heir  to  the  Monarchy  of  Spjiin^  except 
in  Quiility  of  Succefor  to  the  Dominions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bufgrndy,  amongfl;  which  are 
the  Netherlands,  This  is  no  new  Diflin^ti- 
on,  but  the  fame  that  was  jufl  now  refu- 
ted, by  which  They  enc^eavour  to  diftin- 
gUifli,  between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
SoTereign  of  the  Low  Countries ;  for  it  is 
in  Qiia'ity  of  Heir  to  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
gi^ndy^  that  Charles  II,  fucreeded  to  the 
Netherlands-  But  when  Ihey  alcribe  to 
the  preienc  Emperor^  a  dijtinil  Rights  by 
V.rtue  of  which,  He  flanks  exempted  hom 
the  Obfervation  of  any  Treaties  made  by 
the  Kin(is  of  Spain^  his  PredecefTors  in  the 
Low  Countries ;  and  go  back  as  far  as  Max- 
imilian I,  pretending,  that  his  Imperial 
Majejly  ought  to  polTels  the  Low  Countries, 
in  the  fame  manner ^  that  his  augufl  Ancejlors 
did,  hefore  the  /icceffion  of  Philip  le  Bel  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain;  This,  if  it  has  any 
Signification,  mud  mean  thus  muchj  tha£ 
his  Imperial  Mijejly^  is  immediate  Heir  to 
Maximilian  I,  and  not  to  Charles  If,  or 
his  Aficeftors> 


But 
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But  this  will  be  eafily  refuted,  froai  the 
befl  Authorities  in  Hiltory,  and  the  moft 
inconteftabls  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. 

The  Emperor  Maxmilian  I,  having  mar- 
ried Mary,  the  Heirefs  oF  Burgundy ^  onlj 
Daughter  to  the  la  ft  Duke  Charles  the  har^ 
dy,  that  Primefs  brought  Him,  by  way  of 
Dowry,  the  feventeen  Provinces  of  the  l<fe- 
therlandsy  and  all  the  other  Dominions  of 
the  Houfi  oi  Burgundy.  From  hence,  it  is 
evident,  that  Maxmilian  did  not  poffefs 
thefe  Provinces  in  his  own  Right ^  which  r3^x\ 
only  be  laid,  of  his  Son  Philip  le  Bel^ 
King  of  Spain,  on  whom  they  devolved  by 
maternal  Succejfwn,  Ana  in  Conformity  to 
this,  we  fee,  tnat  after  the  Death  cf  Ma- 
ry of  Burgundy,  Maximilian  governed  the 
Low  Countries^  only  as  Guardian  to  his  Son, 

That  Prince,  then  King  of  the  Romans y 
Qa^j  got  Himielf  declared  Guardian  ot  his 
Children  by  the  States  of  Brabant ;  an  Ex- 
ample that  the  States  of  Flanders  remled 
to  tollovy,  for  as  much  as  depended  on 
Them;  and  fome  Years  afterwards,  in  i-|88. 
They  chofe  new    Magiftrates  at  Bruges,  in 


(a)   Pontus  Hcuter  :  Rer  Auftriac,  Lib,  2^  Chjp.  i. 

E  e  j  the 
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the  Name  of  Philip;  when  Maximlian  was 
declared  incapable  of  the  Guardianjhip  of  his 
Sofi,  an/J  I  is  Dominions ;  {a)  and  being  af- 
ter \^ards  reler-iled  fnm  his  Imprifonment, 
He  fwore  folemnly,  (Ji^  ihat  he  acquitted 
the  States  of  Brabant  r:f  the  Oath  they 
had  taken  to  Him,  as  Father  and  Guardian 
of  his  Son ;  Five  Years  after  which,  Phi^ 
lip  took  the  Government  upon  Himfelf,  (c) 
and  was  Inflalled  by  all  the  States  of  the 
Low  Countries,  in  the  Prefence  ot  his  Fa- 
ther^ then  Emperor' 

So  that,  if  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefly 
has  no  Title  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Low 
Corn-tries^  but  what  he  draws  from  Maxi- 
milian  I,  it  will  follow  by  an  undeniable 
Conlequence,  that  He  has  no  Right  or  Ti- 
tle to  It  at  all  :  Since  That  of  Maximilian^ 
was  only  a  Temporary  Right,  which  He  ex- 
ercifed  for  fome  time  in  the  f^ame  of  his 
Son  Philip  k  Bel.  afterwards  King  of  Spain, 
And  thus,  the  zealous  Advocates  of  OJlend^ 
by  founding  Their  Mailer's  Right  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Netherlands,  in  that  of 
Maximilian  I,    do  no  more  in  Reality,  than 


(a)  PontusHeuter.  Rer.  AuBriac.   Lib,    3.  Chap.    3d. 

(b)  Idem,   Ibid,  Cap.   x. 

(s)   IdeiBj    Lib,    5th,  Chap.  21 « 
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rob  Him  of  a  good  Title,  to  give  Him   a 
bad  one. 

All  Diftin£Vions  apart,  the  lliort  Qiiefti- 
on  is,  If  the  prefsMt  En^peror  be  Heir  to 
the  laft  King  of  Spain,  Charles  II,  or  not. 
He  has  lately  acquired  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  Low  Countries^  which  ^id  not  helnni  to 
Him  before,  hut  to  Charles  II,  who  uas 
indifputably  Chef^  and  Heir  of  the  Hoi'fs 
ox  Burgundy;  and  one  would  be  api  to 
efteem  it  a  realonable  Cone !u Hon,  that 
his  Imperial  Majefly  cannot  now  b-ronie 
fuch,   except   in  Qi^alicy  ot    his  Sucaj/or. 

Charles  V,  bon  of  Philip  Le  ijdL, 
was  he  alone,  of  all  the  Houfe  of  Auflriay 
who  ever  pofTefled  the  Commons  of  his 
Family  in  Germany^  and  thofe  of  the  Houfe 
of  Burgundy  together.  This  very  Prince 
was  the  Perfon  too,  that  dilmembred  Taem, 
and  united  the  Low  Countries  tor  ever,  lO 
the  Crown  of  Spain;  aligning  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Empire^  and  his  Hereditary  Do- 
minions in  Germany,  to  his  Brother  FtKni^ 
NAND  I,  and  irom  this  time,  the  Oerman. 
Branch  of  the  Family,  was  divejl'd  of  aU 
its  Pretentions  to  the  Netherlands.  'Tis  true, 
that  thefe  Pretentions  were  recoverable;  but 
only  fo,  as  an  Heirfhip,  that  might  poiiibly 
€?ne  Day  devolve  on  the  Family,  hy  de* 
Ee  4  fault. 
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faalt  of  Ijfw  in  the  Branch  of  Spain,  which, 
pn  the  other  Hond,  might  have  perpciuar- 
ed  itulf  to  the  End  oi  die  World,  and  the 
Tojierity  of  the  German  Branch  in  that  caie 
iiii'ft  have  ftood  for  ever  excluded. 

To  corroborate  what  has  been  faid,  we 
may  a^^peal  to  the  mod  lolemn  and  aurhenr 
tic  A<Sts  of  the  three  laft  Emperors  ;  Tefti- 
monies  that  will  furely  find  ^  re^-itwith  all 
the  World,  preferably  to  the  bold  Aflerti- 
pns,  and  fubtle  Diftindfions,  of  the  0(1  end 
Advocates. 

By  the  Declaration  of  War,  publiOied 
agomft  the  Kings  of  France^  and  Spain^ 
Leivis  XIV,  and  Fhihp  V  ;  by  the  Treaty  of 
the  Grand  Alliance,  and  by  ail  tiiC  puhltc 
Pieces  that  have  been  publiOied  in  the  Name 
and  in  Favour  of  their  Imperial  Maje/iies, 
It  appears,  that  they  have  always  avowed 
Themfeives  the  file  Heirs  rtf  Charles  ll,  lafl 
Aing  of  Spain^   and  alt    his    Dominions* 

The  beginning  of  the  Treaty  of  the  Grand 
Alliance,  runs  thus::  '  Apd  forafmuch 
e  as  the  late  King  cf  Spaitt^  Charles  the 
SecO'J,  of  Glorious  Memery^  having  left 
no  Ulue,  his  facred  Imperial  Majejiy  has 
*  ainrmed,  that  the  Succeffwn  of  the  King- 
^  doms  and  Provinces^  of  the  deceafed  King^ 
^  appertains  lawfully  to  his  auguft  Houje,  6jc. 
And  the  other  public  Pieces  all  fpeak  the 
(ame  Language.  Since 
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Since  then,  the  prefent  Emperor  is  Heir 
and  Succeffor,  ii  not  in  the  Whole,  yet  in 
Pajt,  to  the  laft  King  of  Spain^  conftder- 
ed  as  Duke  of  Burgundy^  &c.  And  that  it  is 
from  ti.e  fame  Title,  that  He  derives  his 
Right  of  Sovereignty  to  the  Low  Countries^ 
It  will  necefTanly  follow,  that  He  mufl  pof- 
fels  them  npon  the  lame  Footing,  as  Charles 
II,  did,  with  all  the  Stipulations,  and  Con- 
ditions tied  to  that  Fart  of  the  Succeffion, 
tvhich  He  inherits* 

This  is  a  Confequence  drawn  from  the 
moft  inconteftable,  and  univcrlally  received 
Maxims,  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  as  well 
as  of  the  Civil  Law.  But  let  us  fnppofe 
for  a  moment,  that  any  other  plaufible  Ti- 
tle could  be  alledged,  than  That  of  Succef^ 
[ton  to  Charles  II,  yet  even  This  will  prove 
Nothing,  becaufe  his  Imperial  Majefly,  when 
he  received  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Low 
Countries y  did  by  the  very  Treaty  which  fe- 
cured  that  SuccefTion  to  Him,  give  up  fome 
of  thofe  Rights,  which,  had  He  been  pof- 
fefled  of  anotiier  Title,  He  might  have 
pretended  to. 

The  tfl  Article  of  the  Barrier  Treaty  pro- 
vides exprefly,  that  his  Imperial  Majejty  and 
his  SuccefforSy  fliall  hold  the  Provinces  and 
Towns  of  the  Low  Countries^  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner,  as  the  late  King  Charles  II,  of  glorious 

Memory 
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Memory,  <^/W  or  ought  to  have  enjoy.-'d  Them. 
And  \\\s Imperial  M.'jejiy  is  again  particularly 
epgiged  by  the  i(^th  Article^  to  provide  snd 
take  I  are.  That  Commerce^  and  all  that  depends 
on  It^fhall  remain^  mall  and  every  of  its  Branch' 
eSy  upon  the  eUahlilhed  Footing ;  and  in  iJje  Man- 
tier  provided  hy  thoje  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Munjter^  concluded  the  thirtieth  of  January 
16  }8,  between  his  Majejiy,  King  Philip  IV, 
of  glorious  Memory^  and  the  Lords  the  Srates 
General,  that  relate  to  Commercef  which  Arti- 
cks  are  confirmed  hy  the  prcfent  Treaty. 

\i  it  ucre  ntceflary  to  multiply  Authori- 
ties, to   Icttle  the  benle,  and    Meaning,   of 
the   Munfler  Treaty,    ue   might    appeal    to 
Cuftom;    and   I   believe  it  will  weigh   ex- 
treamly  with  all    thinking  Men,    that  the 
Vutchf    and    aiter  Them  the  Englijh^    have 
enjoyed    their    Commerce   and    Navigation 
in  the    Indies;    for     above  feventy  Years, 
conformably   to  the   true   Intent   of  That, 
and  other  fubfequent  Treaties,   without  e- 
ver  meeting  with  the  lead  Interruption  from 
the    People    of    the    Aujlrian  Netherlands. 
In    all   this  Time,    there  is  but  one  Tingle 
Inftance,  that  a   Subje£t  of  the   Spanijh  Low 
Countries,  attempted  to  navigate  within  the 
D^tch  DiftrichtS'     This    wa^    one   Sehaflian. 
Brower^  and  as   foon  as    It  was  known   at 
Batavia,    the    Governour  General  gave    Or- 
ders 
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ders  to  the  Captains  of  the  Company's 
Men  of-  War,  to  take  Broivery  which  He 
being  in'ormed  of,  t'orbore  his  Voyages. 
This  Mans  Attempt,  and  the  Opp^fition 
made  to  Him  by  t!ie  Dutch,  we»'e  both  ve- 
ry v,ell  knov\n  in  Europe,  as  well  in  Hol- 
land, as  at  Madrid;  and  the  Dutch  Company 
approved  the  Proceedings  oi  their  Govemoury 
but  the  King  of  Spain  took  no  Notice  of 
the  Affair,  which  He  '-ertainly  would  have 
done,  had  He  believed  the  Condu(!l:  of 
the  ho/landers  unji'd,  or  Inconfiftent  with 
the  Treaties  that  then  fubfifted  between 
Spain,  and  the  TJ nit ed  Provinces. 

Upon  the  Wiic'le,  I  ihink  it  may  fairly 
be  concluded,  that  by  Virtue  of  the  'ith 
and  6th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Munfier^ 
the  Inhahit.wti  of  the  Aujhian  Netherlands^ 
are  excluded  Tom  tradmg  within  the  Limits 
prefcrihed  hy  ths  Charters  of  the  Dutch  India 
Companies:  That  their  Condition,  in  this 
Rerpe£l,  is  not  altered  by  the  Change  of  Go- 
vernment, in  the  Auflrian  Netherlands;  and 
that  tlie  Emperor  is  hound  to  hold  Them  in 
the  fame  Condition,  hoth  as  Succejfor  of  the 
lajl  King  of  Spain,  Charles  11,  and  hy  Vir» 
tue  of  the  Treaties  He  has  Hmjelf  Per^ 
finally  engaged   in. 

If  any  Thing  could  make  void  the  Sti- 
pulations contained  in  the  ph  and  6th  Arti* 

cks 


444       B  AT  AV  I  A    Part  TIL 

cles  of  the  Treaty  of  Munjier^  It  muft  ei- 
ther be,  that  ihe  Thirgs  inpuiared  v\ere 
cuntrarv  to  Juiike  and  Equity^  or  that 
Phihp  'V,  hid  not  Power  ly  iriuecfthe 
fundumsntal  Laws  of  his  Severe 'gnfy  over  the 
tow  Countries,  to  exclude  Them  from  the 
Indian  .  cmmerce> 

But  it  is  unconreftable  that  there  is 
Norhmg  contained  in  ihefe  Stipulations, 
contrary  to  Jujlice  and  Equity^  uniefs  we 
fuppofe  that  by  ihe  Law  of  Nature,  and 
NatioMSy  a  People  cannot  la^rfuUy  he  de- 
prived o\  the  Liberty  of  trading  wherever 
They  pieaie,  up^)n  .»ny  Acount  uh.tlo- 
ever.  But  tho*  we  extend  fhe  natural  Li- 
berty that  all  Men  have  to  Navigation, 
and  Cominerce,  to  tiie  utmofl  Extent,  yet 
It  will  be  impofTible  to  prove,  that  this 
is  an  maliemhle  Right  There  is  no  Princi- 
ple in  the  Law  of  Nature  w^hich  binds 
Us  not  to  diveft  our  (elves  of  the  Li- 
berty of  Navigaaon  and  Commerce  ,•  or 
that  obliges  Othets  not  to  exadl  a  Re- 
nunciation from  \Js^  in  thofe  Points,  by 
iawful  Means,  tho'  in  their  own  Favour. 
The  Care  that  every  Man  is  obliged  to 
take  of  his  own  Prefervation,  and  of 
Thofe  that  depend  on  Him,  does  not  eq- 
join  Us,  to  preftrve  this  Liberty  in  aU  its 
Est€nt» 

1\m 
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The  vaft  Ocean,  indeed,   is  not  the   Pro- 
perty of  any  particular  Nation  ,•  Nothing  is 
plainer,   than  that  every   One  is   naturally 
free  to  fail  upon  it  ;    nor  can  ir  be  dtnied 
that  every  Man  has  a    natural  Liberty,    to 
negotiate  and   trade  with  any  Other,  that 
h   willing    to    deal  with  Him.     I3ut    what 
fhall   hinder    two   Princes,    or,   two    Mat  ions 
from  contra£ting  vvitli  each  Orntr,  that  One 
of  Them  fliall  not  fit  out  fuch  and  fucti 
Ships,    or  that  Thefe    fhall    not    Sail  fur- 
ther   than    luch    a    Part    of    the    Ocean; 
or,  into  this  or  that  par^icul^r  Sea,   or  that 
They  ihall  not  trade  to  fuch  a   particular 
Place.     Of  thefe  kinds  of  Compads  there 
are  a  great  Number  of  Examples,    and    if 
there  were  None,  It  would  be  impolTible  to 
prove  that  They  are  either  unjuf^  or  cruely 
except-  They  reduce  One  of    the  cont raft- 
ing Parties,   to  the  Want  of  fuch  Things 
2S  are  necejfary  for    Lije^     and    could    not 
be  procured,  unleh  hy  the  Com/;/erce  or  Ma" 
vigatton  prohihited.     In  this  Lale  the  Care 
ol    our  own  i  refer vation    recommended  fo 
ftrongly   to   every  Man  by   Nature,  would 
bring  a  juJl:  Exception  to  the  Rule 

But  if  there  be  within  our  own  Country^  or 
in  any  other  Country^  without  the  Limits  re- 
gulated hy  the  Treaty,  not  only  wherewithal 
to  anfwer  the  Necejfities  and  Conveniencies  of 

Life, 


B  A  r  AV  I  A    Part  III. 

Life,  but  likewife  \ofurmjh  Riches ;  can  any 
Thing  be  lefs  rigorous,  than  a  Claufe  which 
fliobld  prohibit  Navigation  to  feme  certain 
Places ;  efpecially  if  this  Exclujton  extends  on- 
ly to  very  diftant  Countries^  that  make  as  it 
mere  a  nevo  World  to  Z/s  And,  indeed.  It 
is  lufficient  that  We  renounce,  hy  Agreement^ 
to  any  Rights  We  may  have  had  betbre. 
ThcPouerot  renouncing,  and  diveftingour 
fclves  of  fuch  Rights  as  We  may  have  a 
Mind  to  give  up,  and  the  Right  which 
Others  acquire  by  fuch  a  Renunciationj  in- 
ftead  of  dcftroying  our  natural  I  iberty,  is 
efleniial  to  Ir^  which  w^oild  otherwife,  not 
only  be  umjeful^  but  trouhlejome  to  Us, 
if  we  could  not  relinquifh  a  Part  of  our 
Right,  or  the  Tradice  ^f  It,  upon  fuch  Con- 
ditions as  We  thought  proper;  or  by  Way 
of  Exchange  for  fuch  Conveniences,  or  Con- 
fiderations,  as  may  be  offered  to  Us  by  Others, 
This  Renunciation,  when  it  refpf6?:s  a 
n^hele  People^  may  be  made  either  dire^ly^ 
or  indiredly,  by  all  Thofe  that  are  in- 
ter efled,  or  by  Thofe  who  ad  in  their  Nawe^ 
a?id  are  invefled  with  a  jufl  Power  to  rejlrain 
Them  to  the  Ohjervation  of  the  Treaty  'Tis 
then  the  very  fame  Thing,  as  if  all  in 
Genera],  and  each  in  Particular,  had  figned 
the  Articles,  and  fvvorn  to  the  Obfervation 
of   Them.    At  leaft,     if  We  pretend    not 

to 


Part  III.    Illustrata,  fe'r.      447 

to  be  bound  by  fuch  an  Ingagemenf,  tho 
Jt  jhould  even  he  contrary  to  Our  Rj([ht^  yet 
we  muft  be  obliged  to  enter  our  Pro- eft  a- 
gatnii  It  in  2 me;  l^ut  if  there  be  no  iuch 
Thing  done,  and  on  the  contrary  We  have 
fubmitted  our  ScIvls,  especially,  for  a  long 
Time,  to  the  Conditions  imjjoltd  l\  the  frea^ 
tyy  We  cannot  afterwards  pretend  to  exempt 
ourjehes  from  the  Ohfervation  of  It^  upcn  any 
Pretext  whatever y  withvut  a  Manifefl  Vi(da- 
tion  rf  the  moft  inconteftahle  Rules  of  the  Law 
of  l>lature^  and  Nations  There  is  Nothing 
in  which  the  Civilians  agree  more  unani- 
moufly  than  in  This,  They  go  fo-far  as 
even  to  admit  a  tacit  Renunciation,  founded 
only  upon  a  Man's  having  negle£i:ed,  or 
forborn  to  urge  his  Right  againft  Ano- 
ther, who  may  have  pollefled  Himfelf  of 
fuch  a  certain  Navigation,  or  of  a  Fiihery 
in  any  particular  Part  of  the  Ocean.  (^3 
Nor  are  thefe  to  be  called  Suhtihie^  or  E- 
vajions  of  the  Civil  I  aw^  bur  reafonable  De- 
cifions  equa//y  conformahle  to  the  Law  of  Nu' 
ture  and  Nations.     There  are  a  tiiouland  hx- 


Ca)  Si  quisquam  in  Fluminis  pub'ice  diverriculo  Solus 
pluribus  Annis  pifcatus  fir,  alterum  eodem  uti  jure  pro- 
hiber,  Digrf.  Lib.  4.4.  Tir.  3.  De  diverf.  temp.  Prx- 
fcriptionis.  Leg.  7, 

ampks 
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amples  to  be  given,  where  a  tacit  Confent, 
is  acknowledged  by  all  civilized  Nations,  to 
have  eqaal  Force  with  the  moft  folernn  Con- 
ventions; nor  can  It  be  contefted,  without 
opening  a  Door  to  numberlefs  Difficulties, 
which  mufl  produce  endlefs  Wars,  and  Hoftii 
lities,  to  the  utter  Ruin  and  De{lru6lion  of 
Mankind. 

The  Law  admits  the  Force  of  this  tacit 
Confent,  even  in  Point  of  Property,  be- 
tween Man  and  Man.  My  Neighbour  con- 
trives to  Bring  a  Water  over  my  Land  to 
his  own,  and  1  fee  It;  He  c  ntmues 
the  Pradice  for  a  long  Tiaie,  I  lufPer  It ;  the 
Aqueduct  fliall  then  fubfifl  for  the  Future^ 
without  my  Confent ;  and  I  am  lairly  deem- 
ed to  have  allowed  voluntarily  that  the 
Water  ihould  take  that  Courfe,  becaufe 
I  did  not  hinder  It  in  Time,  {ji)  Then  fure, 
with  greater  Reafon,  a  Renunciation  mud  in 
It  felt  be  lawful,  and  irrevocable,  which  is 
made  by  an  exprefs  Convention. 

It  remains  now  to  enquire,  if  a  Sovereign 
has  Power,  as  fuch,   to  oblige  his  Subjects, 


(a)  Si  Aquam,  per PofTeflionem  Mattialis,  eo  fcierite, 
duxifti,  Servitutcm,  Exemplo  Reruiti  immobilinm. 
Tempore  qnsfifti.  Cod.  Lib^  Tilt,  J4.  de  Scrvitut,-  & 
Aquaj  Leg.  ii. 
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by  Treaty,  to  abftain  fiom  any  particular 
Commerce,  by  Sea,    or  Land. 

The  Power  of  regulating  Commerce  be- 
tween Subjc£ts  and  Sufc-sjeds,  and  between 
Them  and  Strangers,  has  ever  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  fundarr.ental  Rig^vi:  of  Sovereign^ 
ty.  (j)  If  this  be  denied  f  y  the  imperial 
li/is ;  They  may  be  asked  why  the  Suhje^s 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherianeis^  who  have  late- 
ly attempted  a  Commerce  to  the  Eajhln^ 
dies,  Thought  Tlaey  had  any  Need  ef  the 
Emptror^  Permiffion,  and  whether  It  was  not 
in  that  Monarch's  Power  to  refiije  Them ;  Tiiis 
will  hardly  be  ccnrefted ;  and  had  He  rhought 
fit  to  have  retuied  Them.,  He  wouid  in 
that  have  exercrled  an  Ati  of  Sovereiqnty^ 
as  effettuaily^  as  by  granting  Them  his 
Permillion. 

A  Trince  may  certainly  forbid  all  his 
Subjects,  without  Exception,  to  trade  to 
this,  or  that  foreign  Country  ,•  and  by 
Virtue  of  the  very  fame  Authority,  He 
may  conrradt  with  another  Trince^  and 
engage  that  his  Subjeds  fliall  not  fol- 
low  thiF,  or    that  particular  Trade  ,•  who. 


{a)  Sec  Gafpr  ZeigUry    de   Juribus    W«js(latis   Lib.    i. 
Cap.  41. 

F  f  Upon 
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upon  the  Promulgation  of  fuch  a  Treaty, 
are  obliged  to  abftain  from  the  Commerce 
interdidlcd. 

Hut  let  Us  come  ftill  nearer  to  the  point 
in  Qiieftion,  and  enquire  what  Hardiliip 
the  People  of  the  L^w  Countries  incur,  and 
what  they  lole  by  this  Exdv.fion  of  the 
treats  of  Mnnfler.  The  Anfvver  is,  a  Right 
of  Navigation,  and  Commerce,  of  which  hi- 
therto, tbej  had  never  made  the  leafl  ufe  \  but 
certainly  a  future  Exclufion  from  what  they 
had  never  yet  enjoyed,  could  be  eileemed 
no  great  Cruelty  :  And  if  it  be  faid,  that  the 
Feopk  of  the  Aujlrian  Netherlands,  had  vo- 
luntarilj  abflained  ior  fo  long  a  time  from 
the  Commerce  in  Qu:  ftion ;  the  Confe- 
quence  wil!  lye  againft  Them,  tiiat  they 
had  it  not  very  much  at  Heart .-  But  if, 
as  the  Truth  is,  v/e  fay,  that  the  Trohi- 
lit  ions  of  their  Sover£igm  were  very  ftricktly 
oblerved.  We  mult  likewife  own,  that  the 
Continuation  of  thcfe  ProhihitionSy  could  not 
be  called  an  extraordinary  Hardfhip.  He 
that  has  lived  a  long  time  in  the  Want  of 
any  Thing,  may  continue  the  Diiufe  of  it, 
v»4thout  any  Violence  to  Himfelf  ^  and  much 
lefs  are  we  fenfible  of  the  want  of  that, 
which  we  never  enjoyed  at  all. 

But  if  we  confider  the  Circumftances  of 
the  AMftrian    tfetherlands  at  the  Treaty  of 
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Mmfler,  we  fliall  find,  that  this  Exclufion 
muft  then  have  carried  quite  another  Face 
than  at  prefent ;  and  had  nothing  in  it  tliat 
appeared  infupportable.  A  greater  hureji 
than  that  of  Commerce  prefled  Tiiem  clofe- 
ly,  and  demanded,  that  thofe  People  fnould 
confent,  and  agree  patiently,  for  their  own 
fakes,  to  the  Co-uinuation  of  that,  wliich 
They  had  hitherto  fuifered  from  the  Com' 
mands  of  their  Sovereign,  Tney  were  wea- 
ry, and  harrafled  with  a  long  War,  which 
They  could  put  an  End  to.  by  no  other 
means ;  and  reduced  as  they  were,  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  that  They  would  have 
boi;ght  their  Peace  with  the  Lofs  of  a  more 
valuahle^  and  lefs  conteftalie  Yriviledge^  than 
that  ot  the  Indian  Commerce^  had  it  been 
infified  on.  Cafes  of  Neceliity,  like  thefc^ 
will  always  have  their  Weight,  in  fpight 
of  common  rules,  and  the  moil  indifputa- 
ble  Priviledges.  They  'uurhorize  the  Sove^ 
reign,  to  give  up  by  Treaty,  luch  Things,' 
as  if  there  was  no  fuch  neceiTity,  ought 
never  to  be  difpenfed  with ;  and  in  thefe 
Cafes,  more  than  ever,  the  tacit  Confent  of 
the  People,  muft  be  efteemed  valid,  and 
equal  to  the  mod  public  and  folemn  Con- 
currence. 

It  is  vain,   for  the  Imperialtfls  to  obje^l-j' 

that   the  other  People  of  Buropey  are  free  to' 

F  f  1  undertake 
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undertake  this  Commerce  ;  the  Freedom  of 
others  proves  nothing  in  Favour  of  thofc 
who  have  given  up  their  Liberty. 

But  to  J  pare  my  felf,  and  the  Reader,  the 
Trouble  of  citing  Treaties,  and  Examples^ 
of  a  Limitation,  and  Reftraint  fet  to  the  Com^ 
merce,  and  Navigation,  of  One  of  the  cont rac- 
ing Parties,  I  Ihall  clofe  this  Part  of  my 
Enquiry,  with  two  Citations,  from  two  of 
the  greateft  Men  of  the  Age  They  Jived 
in,  whofe  Authority,  Nobody  will  ven- 
ture to  difpute,  Grotius,  and  Puffen- 
DORF,  The  firft  of  whom,  exprefles  Himfelf 
thus,  (a)  *  Nations,  as  well  as  particular  Per- 
'  fons,  may  give  up,  in  Favour  of  ethers, 
'  not  only  thofe  Rights  which  are  pecu- 
'  liar   to  Themfelves,    but   thofe    likewife 

*  which  are  common  to  Them  with  the  Reft 

*  cf  Mankind. 

Monfieur  Puffendorf  exprefTes  Himfelf  thus, 
{F)  *  No  Power  can  lawfully  hinder  other 
,  Nations,  not  His  Subjedti,  who  may  bor- 
'  der  upon  the  Ocean,    from  trading   with 

*  each  o'her,-    mlefs  one  cf  thefe  Nations  has 

*  ^ffg^g^d  He rf elf  in  his  Favour,  not  to  per- 


(a)    Grotius  de  Jure  Belli  et  Pads.     Lib.  2.  Cap.  3. 
Sea.  16. 
Cb)   De  leg,  Nat.  etGen.    Lib,  4.   Cap.  5.  Seft.  10. 

mi 
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*  mit  Another    to    come   and    negotiate    ivith 

*  Her  ;  or  that  This,  has  not  renounced  the 
'  Right  She   might  have    originally  to    trade 

*  with    the  Other,    Every  one  is  at  Liber- 

*  ty  to  relinquiih  his  Right  to  whom  He 
'  pleafes,   provided    that    by  fo  doing,    no 

*  Prejudice  is  done  to  a  third  Perfon.  If 
'  an  European  People  have  acquired  aCoun- 
'  try  in  Africa^  or  the  Indies-,  by  any  Means, 

*  which,  according  to  the  received  Cuftom 

*  of  Nations,  is   lufficient  to   give   a  good 

*  Title,  They  may  if  They  pleafe,  ahfo- 
'  lutely    refufe     the  Ports   and    Commerce   of 

*  that  Country  to  any  other  trading  People,  or 
^  permit  Them  only  upon  certain  Conditions^ 

*  and  under  fuch  and  fuch  Duties-  This 
'  is    pradtifed    every    Day,    and    in  Rea-» 

*  hty  I  fee  Nothing  in  It,  that  is  contrary 
'  to  the  Law  of  Nature.  For  this  Liberty 
'  of  Commerce  J  which  makes  fo  much  Noife, 
'  does  not  prohibit  any  State  from  favouring 
'  Her  own  Suhje^Sy   and  preferring  their  In^ 

*  terefl  to  that  of  Strangers. 

Thus  I  think  It  is  made  Evident,  that 
by  the  5//;  and  6th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Munjler^  tht  People  of  the  Audnan  JSether^ 
lands^d-YQ  excluded  from  all  Commerce  within 
tlie  Dijlricis  of  the  Dutch  Companies  in  //?- 
dia;  that  the  Emperor  is  obliged  to  main- 
tain that  Treaty,  both  as  Heir  and  Succefor 
Ff  4  to 
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to  Charles  II,  late  King  of  Spaifi,  and  by  Vir- 
tue of  Treaties^  and  Conventions^  entered 
into  by  Himjelf;  and  what  is  (lill  more, 
that  there  is  no  Cruelty,  no  Hardfhip,  nor 
any  Injuftice  done  to  the  Teople  of  the  Aa- 
Jlrian  Netherlands;  who,  when  the  Mmfter 
Treaty  was  concluded,  would  doubtlefs  have 
been  glad  ro  have  purchafed  a  Peace,  at 
a  much  dearer  Rate,  than  the  Continua- 
tion of  an  Exclufion  already  impofed  up- 
on Them,  by  their  Sovereigns. 

I  come  now  ro  examine  into  the  Con- 
fequences  that  will  naturally  arife  from  the 
Frofperity  of  the  Ostend  Company,  and 
the  Revolutions  that  may  be  expedted  in 
Commerce,  fiiould  the  Emperor  maintain  his 
Charter.  But  before  I  enter  upon  this  Sub- 
je£t  I  mufl  defire  the  Reader  to  call  his 
Eye  back  to  the  Account  we  have  given 
cf  the  ancient  State  of  Commerce  in  the 
Aujtrian  Netherlands^  when  under  the  Go- 
vernment, of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy, 
and  Kings  of  Spain,  (a)  fome  of  whom 
endeavoured,  rather  to  decreafe,  than  aug- 
ment It ;  which  will  be  of  Ufe  to  inftruit 
Us  Vv'hat  may  be  expeded  from  the  Revival 


^a)  Part  2.    Pag.  258. 


of 


Part  III.     Illustrata,  <5J'<r.       4^^ 

of  Commerce  in  thofe  Countries  under  all 
the   iiifiuencs  of  Royal  Favour. 

I  have  already  taken  Notice  of  the  acl^ 
vantageous  Trade  the  Dutch  have  carried 
on  ior  a  long  Time  pall  with  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands ;  and  I  need  not  inform  the  Rea- 
der, that  fliould  the  OflenJ  Campa^j  fubisft, 
there  muft  be  an  entire  Stop  to  the  Impor- 
tation of  all  h^/an  Cor/imoJhks  into  FLviders^ 
as  well  from  England  as  Holland y  witii  Ex- 
ception to  the  Jine  Spices,  which  are  only 
to  be  had  Irom  the  Dutch-  This  ?s  too 
clear  to  want  any  further  Explanation. 
Prohibitions  have  been  made  for  lonie 
Time  to  this  Purpofe,  and  Ir  is  Mf  evi- 
dent, that  as  England  and  Holland^  fup- 
plied  the  A^iflrian  Netherlands  with  ail 
the  Produ6lionii  of  the  Indies,  before  the 
Eftabliilimt^nt  of  the  Oftend  Company,  io 
the  profits  accruing  to  both  the  Nations 
from  their  India  Jrade,  muft  be  Ic/Ten- 
ed  in  Proportion  to  the  Gains  which  that 
Company  makes  by  its  Commerce, 

But  the  Lofs  which  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  would  fuftain  Irom  hence,  tho'  a 
Point  of  the  greatelt  Confideration,  \%  ht 
from  being  the  worft  They  have  to  expedt 
from  the  Profperity  of  the  Ojlend  Company. 
It  muft  be  remembred,  that  Bruges,  Ghent ^ 
BruJJelsy  Mechlin,  and  Antmrpy    ail  fubfift; 

F  f  4  with. 
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with  many  other  large  Towns,  fituated  at 
fmall  Diftances,    inhabited    by    an    adive 
People,  extreamly  devoted  to  Commerce  ; 
and    as    the    Oftend   Company's    Charter   is 
formed    very    much  upon    the   Model    of 
that  granted    by   the  Stvtes    General, 
to  the  Dutch  Eafl- India  Connpany^    fo  Care  is 
taken,  that  the  great  Towns  of  Bral'ant  and 
Flanders^  like  thole  of  the  Province  of  Hoi- 
land^  fhall  all   feel   an  immediate  Influence 
from  the  Indian  CommerGf?.     Thus  whilft  the 
puhlic  Saks  of  the  Companfs  Goods  are  con- 
fined to  Oftend  and  Bruges^    the  Charier  dJi- 
reds   the  general  Ajfembly  of    the   Company^ 
to  be  held  for  the  firft  three  Years  at  Ant- 
werpy  afterwards  at  Ghent  and    Bruges,  and 
fo  alternatively,  at  one  of  thefe  Places,  till 
the  Term  ot  it,   which  is  thirty  Years,  ex- 
piret.     So  that,  were  the  Company  to  f:<h' 
lift,  there  is  an  ample  Foundation  laid  foe 
the  Revival   of   the    long    alienated  MaKu- 
figures    and  Fijheries^  that   have    formerly 
fiourilhed  in  thefe  Provinces  j  to  which  are 
added,  the  Eaji  and  Weft-India  trades^  which 
They  never  yet  enjoyed  ;  and  thef?r,  I  tiunk, 
mull   in  time,  produce  a    naval  Power,  and 
a  general  Commerce,  equal   perhaps,    to  that 
which  was  formerly  carried  on  in  Brabant 
^nd  Flanders. 

It 
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It  requires  very  little  Reflcdion  to  fee 
that  it  is  impollible  for  the  Flemmings 
to  become  a  trading  People,  without  the 
utmoft  Damage  to  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain  and  Holland.  Should  Navigation 
be  revived  in  the  Low  Countries^  and  the 
Em  EROR,  with  aU  the  alTiftance  of  his 
Allies,  ever  be  able  to  fit  out  a  Fleet 
ftrong  enough  to  look  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  in  the  Face,  'tis  certain  he  would 
actempt  to  open  the  ScheU ;  and  fliould 
this  once  be  done,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, t!iat  Antwerp  and  Bruges  will  recover 
from  Amjlerdam^  the  Trade  they  former- 
ly loft  to  Her.  This  indeed,  is  a  remote 
rroiptd,  confidering  the  prelenr  ftrength 
of  the  Britijh  Fleets  and  the  weaknels  of 
the  Err?peror  in  naval  Force  ;  And  yet,  it 
may  w  tU  de;cive  o'jr  Confideration,  even  at 
ti.is  u  ftance.  Jtifteries  are  a  Nurlery  fcr 
Seamen ^  as  Manufatiures  are  the  Bafis  of  a 
general  Commerce;  and  if  we  reflect  up- 
on the  ifrange  Revolutions  that  have 
happened  in  the  maritime  Forces  of  the 
feveral  Powers  of  Europey  within  a  fliort 
Tra6t  or  Tmic,  We  Ihall  find  that  we 
cannot  be  too  watchful,  nor  too  refolure 
in  our  Mea lures  to  fupprels  tlie  Navigi- 
tion  of  the  Aufirian  Netherlands  in  its  In- 
fancy.   In    1 5 88,  the  Spanijh  Fleet  was  the 

Terror 
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Terror  of  Europe*     America  and  the  Nether ^ 
lands^  thofe  diftaot  branches  of  the  Spamjh 
Monarchy,  were  m  a  Manner  joined  to  the 
Continent  of  old  Spam  by  the  Force  of  Na- 
vigation ,•  yet  in  httie  more  than  threefcore 
Years,  this  prodigious  Power  was  fo  reduced, 
that  the  Spaniards  were    under  the  Necefli- 
ty  of  hiring  Dutch    Feffhls,    to    carry    on 
their  Trade  to  the    Weft-Indies,  (a)      Few 
Perlons   are    ignorant   from    how    defpica- 
ble  a  Beginning  the  Dutch  derive  their  na- 
val Power.    In    157X  They   firft  began  to 
cruife  upon  the  Spaniard^    with  tmnty  four 
poor  Ships,,  gor  together  by  the  Count  de   la 
Marque,  and    Commiffioned   by  William  I. 
Prince  ot  Orange  i  {h)  but  in  1 588,  They 
were  able  to  block  up  the  Duke  of  Par- 
ma  in   the    Pon>  of    Flanders,    by  which 
They  had  the  Honour  of  concurring  with  the 
Engiijh  in  the  Defeat  of  the  Spamjh  Armada-^ 
andm  16  lo,  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh,  computed 
that  They  had  not  lefs   than  twenty  Thou^ 
fand  Veffels^   of  one   Kind  or  other,   in  the 
Vnited  Provinces.     So  vaft    an  Encreafe  of 
Shipping  in   the  Courfe  of  39  Years,  ap- 


{a)  See  Ve  ?r/?^  MemoirSj  Part  2,  Page  12^,. 
(^)  Gm.  Ann,    Lib.  2, 
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pears  prodigious ;  yet  fuch  are  the  conflant 
Effects  of  Coyymerce,  in  the  Hands  of  an  a£twe 
induftnoiis  People.  In  the  Miudleo'f  the  lafl 
Century,  the  Dominion  ot  the  Narrow  Seas 
was  conceded  between  England  and  Holland 
with  Fleets  ot  one  hundred  and  twenty  Sail^  of 
the  Line  ^>f  Battle^  on  tiie  Part  of  each  Nation, 
whiift  France  had  veiy  few  Ships  either  for 
iVar  or  Trafick ;  yet  fince  that  Time,  we 
have  feen  tiie  freyn'h  able  to  cope  with  the 
combined  Fleets  cf  England  a.nd  Holland,  and 
at  the  Inftanc  I  am  writing,  Great  Britain 
has  more  effe^ive  Ships  of  War^  than  Spain^ 
Holland  and  France  joyned  together. 

If  we  look  into  the  tforth,  we  ihall 
find  the  naval  Forces  of  Sweden  and  Ven^ 
marky  reduced  to  near  one  Tliird  of  what 
They  were  formerly  j  whiift  Mufcovy^ 
which  thirty  Years  ago,  had  not  a  fingle 
Shfpy  would  now  be  found  equal  to  the  whole 
joynt  Force  of  all  the  other  Maritime  Powers^ 
in   the   Baltick. 

I  need  not  fay  more,  to  {how  the  Proba- 
bility of  the  Etyjperors  acquiring  a  naval 
Force,  if  Trade  be  fuffered  to  revive  in 
the  Auflrian  Netherlands :  a  Point  that  de- 
lerves  the  ucmoil  attention  of  England,  be- 
caufe  there  is  Nothing  the  Nation  ouglit  to 
apprehend  more  than  to  fee  Flanders  m  the 

Hands 
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Hands  of  a  Prince  who  ihould  at  the  fame 
Time  be  powerful  at  Sea, 

The  Illes  of  Zealand  bar  the  Entrance, 
of  the  Scheldt  and  up  higher,  the  PalTage  to 
Antwerp  is  abfolutely  comma HLcd  by  the 
Forts  Htnry  and  Lillo^  Wiih  fome  other 
Garrifons  in  the  Hands  of  the  States 
General  5  fo  that  as  long  as  the  Zea- 
landers  continue  firm  to  the  Vnion^  the  Empe- 
ror, cannot  open  the  Navigation  oFthisKiver, 
without  a  Superiority  at  Sea.  Fort  Henry,  Lil- 
loy  and  the  other  Garrifons  on  the  Main  may 
be  taken,  but  without  being  (Ironger  than  the 
Dutch  in  naval  Force,  It  would  be  impoihble 
to  attack  Zealand,  Prince  Maurice  was 
fo  fenfible ,  of  the  advantageous  Situa- 
ation  and  Strength  of  thefe  idands,  that 
He  once  told  the  States  General,  that  ra- 
ther than  conclude  a  iliameful  Peace,  with 
the  Spaniard^  he  would  continue  the  War 
with  the  Aihftance  of  the  Zealanders  alone, 
and  had  not  the  Court  of  Vienna  now  been  fen- 
fible of  the  Difficulty  of  opening  the  Scheldt 
Antwerp  had  certainly  been  made  the 
chief  Seat  of  their  India  Company  from  the 
Beginning.  But  this  Difficulty  would  vanilh 
in  Proportion,  as  the  Emperor  fliould  grow 
powerful  at  Sea,  and  therefore,  [t  would 
be  Infenfibility  in  Great  Britain  and  fiolland, 
to  fit  ftill  and  fee  Him  extend  his  Navigation. 

When 
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When  ever  his  Imperii  Majefty  fliould  find 
Himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  execute    his  De- 
{igns,  there  is  no  Reafon  to  fuppofe  He  would 
fliew  more  Refpe£t  to  one  Part  of  the  Treaty 
of  MuMfier^  than  the  Other;   He  woald   be 
for  driving  the  Dutch  entirely  out  of  Flan' 
ders^  and  for  reftoring  the  Canals  of    SaSy 
Sw'in^    and  the    other  "Mouths    that   open 
into  the  Sea,    on    the    fide    of  the  States 
General ;  and   then    if  France  fhould  fo  far 
forget  her  Intereil,  as   to  break  the  Engag- 
mer.ts  (he  is    entered  into    by  the  Treaty 
of  HanoDcr^  or  if  a  civil  War,  or  any  other 
unfore-feen  Accident  (Iiould  difable  Her  from 
complying  with  Them,  what  fliall  flop  the 
Courle  ot  the  Imperial  Arms^  or   who  will 
be  anfwerable,   not  only  tor  the   Dutch  Flan- 
ders,  and    the    Garrifons  of  the  States  Ge- 
nerd  in  the  Barrier  Towns,  but  even  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Vnited  Provinces  ?     The  fame 
Arguments,  by  which  it  is  mamtained,  that 
the  prelent  Emi^^^eror  is  not   bound  by  the 
Treaty  of  Munfler,  nor  Succeflbr  to  the  late 
King   of  Spain,  Charles  11,    will    prove 
as  well,  That  He  is  not  bound  by  any  Trea- 
ty,  entered  into  by  his   Predeceflbrs,    the 
Kings  of  Spain,  fince  the  Acceflion  of  Phi- 
lip le  Bel  to  that  Crown,   and  confequentiy 
thofe  Treaties,   by  which  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Vnited  Provinces  are  confirmed,   are 

ablolutely 
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abfolutely  null  and  void:    All  things  muft 
return  to  the  State  they   were  in,  in  the 
time    of    Maximilian  I;    the   Emperor  is 
LorJ  of  the  Vmted  Provmces,  and  all  Ac- 
quifitions    that  have    been   fince    made  by 
any   Power  whatever,  of   any  Part  of  the 
a  orient  Patrimony  of  the    Houfe    of  Bur- 
gundy^ are  all  likewife  void  ;  we  cannot  ex- 
cept one    an}'  more   than    the  other,  and 
all   without   Diftindion,    muft   return  into 
the  Emperor  s  Dependance,    Indeed,  the  Ar- 
guments brought  to  prove  this,   are  mani- 
MWj    ablurd,   but     Abfurdities    lofe    their 
Quality,   when   fupported  by  an  Army  of 
a   hundred   and   fifty  Thoufand   Men,    and 
ii  a  War  lliould  break   out  between  tiie  fe- 
veral  Powers    engaged  in    the  Treaties  of 
Vienna  and  Hanover^  it  is  beyond  all  doubt, 
that  the   Emperor  would   invade  the  Vnited 
Provinces^  under   this   Title,    bad   as  it  is ; 
in   which    Cafe,    if   Succefs    ihould   attend 
the  Imperial  Jrms,   2^ealand,  which  from 
the  Nature  of  its   fituation,    mud  be   laft 
attacked,   Vt^ould  probably  endeavour  to  a-* 
void  the    Storm,    by  making    Peace  with 
the    Conqiiercr ;  and  in  that  Situation,  the 
beft  llie  coidd    exped,    would    be,    to    be 
re- united    to  the  Aufrian  Netherlands,  and 
io  become  a  part  oi:   the  Emperor's  here- 
ditary   Dominions.     The    Scheld   is    then 

open. 
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open,  and  the  naval  Power  of  Zealand^  at 
his  Imperial  Majejiys  Devotion,  to  be  em- 
ployed tor  the  Protection,  and  Encourage- 
ment of  the  Navigation  and  Commerce 
cf  Antwerp  J  and  the  reft  of  the  blether  ^ 
lands* 

The  Mifchiefs  that  England  and  Holland 
may  apprehend  from  luch  a  Situation  of 
Affairs  are  innumerable,  and  therefore  It  is 
certainly  the  Bufmefs  of  both  Nations,  by 
all  poflible  Methods  to  obviate  the  Danger. 
Bur  though  the  Scheld  fhould  never  be 
opened,  and  the  Communication  of  the 
AuHrian  Netherlands  with  the  fc,  remain 
as  ac  prcfent,  by  Oft  end  and  Niewport ;  yet 
there  is  a  fuilirent  Foundation  laid  for  the 
Revival  of  Fiji: cries  and  Manufa^ures  in 
thole  Provinces,  the  certain  Confequences 
of  which,  are  general  Commerce^  with  a 
naval  Piiver;  and  It  is  equally  inconteft able, 
that  the  People  of  Erahant  and  Flanders^ 
cannot  enjoy  the  One,  except  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland;  nor 
that  the  Emperor,  can  be  Mafter  of  the 
Other,  without  breaking  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europe. 

I  will  conclude  my  Refleftions  upon  this 
Head,  with  cbferving,  That  the  Aujlrian 
Netherlands y  are  full  as  well  fituated,  as 
either  England  or  Holland^    for  making  an 

Exchange 
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Exchange  of  Commodities  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Parts  of  Europe^  and 
in  many  Refpeds  may  hope  for  much 
greater  Advantages  in  Points  of  Trade, 
under  the  Protection  of  the  Emperor^  than 
either  England  ox  Holland  can  promife  Thcm- 
felves,  even  in  the  mofl  favourable  Con- 
jundure.  His  Imperial  Majesty  is  Mafter 
of  Sicily^  Naples  and  Milan;  and  to  facili- 
tate a  Correfpondence,  cr  rather  to  torce 
a  Commerce  between  thofe  Countries  and 
tliQ  Jiiftrian  Netherlands,  He  would  undoubt- 
edly prohibit  the  Importation  of  fuch  Commo- 
dities into  Sicily  and  his  Italian  States^ 
either  from  England^  Ho/land,  or  any  other 
Nation,  as  Tliey  might  be  furnifhed  with 
from  Brahant  and  Flanders*  As  He  is 
cf  very  great  Weight  in  the  Northern 
Tarts  of  Europe,  He  woulJ,  probably,  find 
means  to  conclude  a  Treaty  o^.  Commerce  ^'ith 
the  Czar  of  Muscovy,  by  Favour  of 
which,  His  Subjeds  might  furnilh  Them- 
felves  with  the  Commodities  of  Rujfiay 
upon  better  Terms  than  thofe  of  England 
or  Holland.  As  He  is  Froteilor  of  Ham^ 
horcugh^  He  would  certainly  be  able  to  fa- 
cilitate the  Importation  of  Herrings^  and 
Salted  Fijh  of  all  Kinds,  from  the  Netherlands 
into  that  City,  as  well  as  vooollen  Manu- 
fadures,  and  other  Particular?,  now  furniili- 

ed 
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ed  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch^  which  would 
be  from  thence  diftributed  into  the  dif- 
ferent Countries  that  border  ^^oa  the 
Elhe^  As  Arch  Duke  of  Austria^  H6 
would  prohibit  the  Commodities  of  England^ 
and  Holland^  in  the  Hereditary  Dominions 
of  his  Family,*  and  in  Quality  of  Em-e- 
P.OR,  He  would  be  able  to  influence  the 
Courie  they  have  at  prefent  in  many  other 
Provinces  of  Germ<iny.  As  his  rower  fhoald 
encrea fbj  He  would  be  equally  indiiftri* 
cus  to  deftroy  the  Liberties  of  Colog- 
ne, and  put  a  force  upon  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Rhine  as  the  Dtuch  h'ive 
hitherto  been  to  prelerve  both.  The  fame 
Thmg  may  be  expeded  from  Him,  with 
Regard  to  Liege  art  J  ••he  Navigation  of 
the  Maezf.  And  Laitly,  A:>  tl-e  Domini- 
ons of  his  Imperial  Ma'e(ly  are  contiguous 
to  thofe  of  the  Optomvu  Porte,  It  will 
always  be  in  his  Power,  dv  yielding  ferae 
fmall  AcivantHg^s  to  the  Turi-vs  uporl  the 
Frontier  of  Hm<iaryy  to  kttle  fuch  Con- 
ditions of  Commerce,  both  for  Hii;  Italian 
Subjects,  and  thofe  of  the  Aufflrian  Ne- 
tberiandsy  as  Wiii  enable  them  to  Trade 
to  >MiRNA,  and  the  other  Ports  of  tiiC 
Grand  Seignior's  DowimonSy  to  better 
Advantage  than  the  rell  of  Europe. 

G  g  Thef^ 
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Thefe  being  necelTary  Confequences  of 
the  QJlend  Company^  Profpcrit}^,  the  States 
General  muft  have  Recourle  to  foreign 
Alliances  to  oblige  the  Emperor  to  fuprcfs 
It.  But  vvhen-ever  his  Imperial  Majejiyihdl 
content  Himfelf  with  pofTeffing  the  Auji" 
rian  t^etherlands,  upon  the  Footing  prefcrib- 
ed  by  the  Barrier  Treaty  of  17  if,  their 
High  Mtghtinesses  will  be  fo  tar  from 
giving  Him  any  Difturbance,  that  They 
Will  always  concur  in  a  defenfive  AUtamey 
for  preferving  the  Succeffion  of  thofe  Pro- 
vinces in  the  Imperial  Fartiily^  and  for  fe- 
curing  Them  from  any  Encroachments  oh 
the  Part  of  France^  if  that  Crown  lliould 
again  attempt  their  Conqueft,  after  tlie 
Example  of  Lewis  XIV,  whofe  Condu<3: 
was  regulated  upon  the  ambitious  Plans 
of  Richlieu  and   Mazarine. 

A  detenfive  Alliance  between  the  Empe- 
ror  and  the  States  General,  againft  France, 
is  very  advantagious  to  the  united  Provin- 
ces^ becaufe  It  is  not  only  grounded  upon 
a  common  Fear,  where  the  Danger  is 
equally  to  be  apprehended  by  both  the 
Parties ;  but  the  Emperor  being  firft  expof- 
ed  to  the  Attack,  mull  be  the  firfl  to  per- 
form the  Conditions  of  the  Treaty :  a  Point 
which  the  weakefl  of  the  contratling  Powers 
ought  always  to  have  a  fpeciai  Regard  to. 

hut 
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But  an  Alliance  with  his  Imperial  Majejiy^ 
againfl  any  Pov/er  of  the  Continent,  except 
France^  would,  in  all  Probability  be  ufelefs 
to  the  Vn'ited  Provinces^  becaufe  tjie  Empe* 
ror  is  toc)  confiderable  to  be  attacked  hj 
aay  other  of  his  Neighi^ours;  and  were 
the  States  General  engaged  in  a  Quare),  It 
is  very  much  to  be  ieared,  that  inflead 
of  performing  th^  Conditions  of  the 
Treaty^  in  the  Quality  of  a  faithful  Ally, 
his  Imperial  Majejiy  would  rather  chufe  to 
foment  the  Difpute,  and  be  pleafed  to  fee 
two  inferioiir  Powers  deftroy  one  another^ 
whole  Forces  being  united,  might  be  lor« 
midablc  to  Him. 
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SECT,    II. 

O  F    T  H  E 

ALLI AN  CES 

O  F    TH  E 

States  General 

WITH 

FRANCE 

HE  Animofity  which  the  old 
Dukes  of  Burgundy  bore 
to  the  Kings  of  France, 
having  been  tranfmitted 
with  their  Dominions,  to  the 
Houfe  of  Austria,  It  was 
very  natural  for  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

William 
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XVtlliam  I.  and  the  States  of  the  Uni-? 
TED  Provinces  to  expcs^t  a  pcwerful  Af' 
fiftance  from  the  FrcKch,  to  fupport  them 
in  their  Revolt  againft  Philip  IT.  But  the 
Civil  Wars  that  piftrafted  Franice  during 
the  Reigns  of  Francis  II,  raid  Charles  IX  ,• 
The  deteftable  Intrigues  of  Katherine 
DE  Medicis,  and  the  private  Agreement  • 
made  between  the  Courts  of  France  and  Ma- 
drid^ to  exterminate  the  Froteflants  in  their 
fev^eral  Dominions^  were  the  Caufes  why 
the  Crown  of  France  either  could  not, 
or  would  not  give  that  Affiftance  to  the 
revolted  Netherlands;  which  by  all  Rules  of 
good  Policy,  It  ought  to  have  done,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria. 

Henry  III,  viho  fucceeded  Charles  IX, 
did  not  underfland  his  Intercll  better  than 
his  PrcdeceiTir :  but  the  Kim  oi  Soaln  hav- 
ing  broke  his  Faith  with  Him  in  a  moft  trea- 
cherous Manner,  by  fupporting  the  Duke 
of  GuizF,  and  the  Catholic  League, 
Henry  lent  the  Netherlander s  feveral  Sums 
of  Money,  and  at  lait,  permitted  his  Bro- 
ther, the  Duke  of  Alencon,  to  accept 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Lm  Countries^ 
which  was  oticred  Him  by  the  Conftde- 
rate  States  ;  )  et  the  Khg  never  durft  pro- 
fefs  Himfelf  the  Frote^ior  of  fcloe  Ncthr- 
G  g  3  l^nds 
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knc-Is,  and  by  the  fmall  Afliftance  He 
gave  his  Brother,  his  Majefly  appeared  ra- 
ther to  connive  at  the  Undertaking,  than  ap- 
prove It.  The  Truth  is,  Henry  IH,  was  fo 
much  harrafled  by  Guize,  at  the  Head  of 
%h.Q  League  on  one  Side,  and  by  the  HugO' 
mts  on  the  other,  that  he  was  able  to  do 
very  htde;  and  to  this  we  may  add,  that 
He  v/as  both  Jealous  of  Alencon^  and  unwil- 
ing  to  encourage  rebellious  Subjeds 

To  this  Prince,  fucceeded  the  great  Hen- 
\y  IV,  v/ho  by  a  long  Train  of  glorious 
SuccefTes,  the  Efl'edls  ot  an  unparaliefd  Va- 
lour and  Conduct,  deitroy'd  the  League^ 
broke  the  Defigns  of  PhilipW,  and  reflored 
the  Crown  of  France  to  its  former  Dignity. 
This  Prince  openly  declared  Hinntfelf  a  Friend 
to  the  Zinited  Provinces,  and  at  one  Time 
might  be  laid  to  have  rivalled  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  the  Friendfhip  and  Afredion 
of  the  States  General.  At  leaft  the  ^fe» 
was  Jealous  of  the  Alliance  formed  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  Vnited  Provinces 
in  ijpd,  by  which  they  engaged  to  furnilh 
his  Majefiy  w'llh.  four  hundred  and  fifty  Jhow  ^ 
fand  Florins,  for  the  Service  of  the  cnming 
Campagne,  and  the  King  obliged  Himfeif 
to  attack  Flanders  with  a  confiderable 
4i^n^y3  ill  order  to  make  a  Diverfion  in  Fa» 

vour 
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vour  of  the  Vnited  Troi^mces^  (^a)  But  the 
Peace  of  Vervlns^  concluded  between  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  in  1598, 
reftored  Things  to  their  former  Situation; 
the  Dutch  were  forced  to  (uppUcate  §lueen 
Elizaktys  Friendfhip  in  the  humbled  Man- 
ner, and  that  politic  Trimefs^  made  Them 
pay  the  Price  of  their  Inconllancy,  by 
obliging  the  States  to  fettle  the  Debt  They 
owed  to  England,  at  a  Time  when  They 
Were  not  in  a  Condition  to  Difpute  It 
with  Her;  which  being  done,  She  reftored 
Them  to  her  Far^/our,  and  was  their  Pro- 
te6trice  to  the  End  of  her  Life:  After 
which.  They  were  again  obliged  to  have 
Recourfe  to  the  King  of  France,  who  was 
ever  afterwards  their  faithful  Ally. 

Tiie  Friendfliip  and  good  Intelligence 
that  fubfifted  between  Henky  IV,  and 
Prince  Maurice,  was  revived  in  the 
Reign  of  his  Succeilbr  Lewis  Xfll,  between 
Prince  Fkedrtc  Henry,  and  Cardinal 
RicHLiEu,  who  found  a  Union  of  Coun-* 
oils   with  the    States  General,    ncceflary  for 


(a)  Grotm  Ann.  Lib.  10.    Alfo,    L'  Hiftoire  da  Pro- 
laccs  Unicj,  par  Ic  Noble,  r«/w,  2,  Fa^,  223, 
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perfecting  his  ambirious  Schemes  for  the 
Elevation  of  the  French  Monarchy^  Maza- 
jE^iNE  followed  the  Example  of  his  Prede- 
ccfTor  ;  but  in  Proportion  as  the  Force, 
^nd  Grandeur  of  the  Spanifb  Monarchy  de- 
jniniflied  under  that  of  France^  the  Ani- 
rnoiuy  of  the  States  General  towards  the  firft, 
gave  Place  to  a  Jealou(y  or  the  growing  Power 
cf  the  Latter-  They  were  of  Opinion  that 
if  the  French  Ihould  once  annex  Flanders  to 
their  Dcminions,  It  would  be  impoffible  to 
hinder  Them  from  conquering  the  Vmted 
Trovinces^  \i  hen  ever  they  fliould  think  fit 
eo  attempt  It,  and  in  this  Fear  they  con- 
cluded a  Peace  with  Spaing  at  Mmjler^  in 
dire6t  Oppofition  to  Cardie? al  Maza- 
rine, who  omitted  neither  Promifes  nor 
Threats  to  prevent  It.(^) 

Before  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV,  the 
French  fubfiiled  entirely  by  ^Agriculture: 
They  had  few  Manufadures,  and  little  or 
no  Shipping,  fo  that  hitherto,  the  Inte- 
reds  oi  France  and  Holland  could  not  inter- 
fere in  Maritime  Affairs;  and  the  Grandeur 


Liwis  XIV,  in  feveral  Letters  to  Count  de  Effrades, 
ftiies  this  Peace,  U  Dejeciion  des  UoHandais,  See  £>'  EJlrade\' 
iScmoireso 
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of  the  SpanifJ^  Monarchy^  which  menaced 
the  Kingdom  of  France^  as  well  as  the  Re- 
puhlic  of  the  Vnited  Provhces,  obhged 
Them  to  give  each  other  all  pofTible  Ai^ 
fiftance  on  the  Continent.  But  when  Hen« 
RY  IV,  had  concluded  the  Peace  of  Vervins^ 
and  reftored  the  Domeflic  Tranquillity  of 
his  Kingdom,  the  French  applied  Them- 
felves  to  Manufadlures  with  a  great  deal 
ol  Induftry  :  The  Welfare  of  Commerce  be- 
gan to  be  the  Care  of  the  French  Cabinet. 
RiCHLiEu,  and  Mazarine,  amidfl  the 
numberlefs  Intrigjes  in  which  They  were 
eng.'iged,  had  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  trad- 
ing Incereft,  and  during  the  Miniftry  of 
the  Latter,  the  Manufadures  fabricated  in 
France  were  more  than  all  Europe  could 
confume. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  wondred  at,  how- 
ever, that  \o  great  a  Gemus  as  Rkhlleu^ 
fhouid  not  have  extended  his  Care  to  the 
Promotion  of  Navigation  If  the  French^  dur- 
ing his  Admin iflrauon,  had  begun  xo  export 
their  Manufadures  and  the  feveral  Productions 
o:t  France  in  their  own  Ships,  they  would 
foon  have  been  too  poweiful  for  the  Reft 
of  Europe^  and  the  Circumflances  of  that 
I'ime,  leemed  to  invite  them  to  the  Un- 
dertaking. Richlieu  had  broke  the  Strength 
of    the  Hu^onotSy   and  was  Mader  of  rhe 

Coafi 
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Coafiy  and  Sea-Ports  of  the  Kingdom ;  the 
Naval  Power  of  Spam  was  reduced  ;  The 
fupine  Temper  of  James  I,  and  the  Trou- 
bles that  diftraded  England  in  the  Reign  of 
his  sSon,  left  Them  no  Room  to  apprehend 
any  Obftrudlioii  on  the  Part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain :  And  the  Alhance  of  France^  was  hi- 
therto of  fo  great  an  Importance  to  the 
Vnited  Provinces^  that  the  States  Gene- 
ral durft  not  have  quarrelled  with  that 
Crown  upon  any  Score  whatfoever.  It 
muft  be  allowed  on  the  other  Hand,  that 
the  Arbitrary  Government,  and  Religion  of 
France;  the  light  Temper  of  the  Native?^ 
and  the  falfe  Pride  of  the  Nobility,  were 
all  of  Them  (Irong  Impediments  to  a  gene- 
ral Commerce;  and  whether  Cardinal 
RicKLiEu  thought  Them  infurmountable, 
whether  being  Himfelf  a  Stranger  to  Com* 
merce,  He  was  unwilling  to  give  any  Body 
elfe  the  Credit  of  performing  fo  great  a 
Work;  or,  that  He  poftponed  the  Execu«. 
tionof  It  in  Hopes  of  a  Conjundure  ftill  more 
favourable,  1  lliall  not  take  upon  me  to 
determine ;  but  'tis  certain,  the  Want  of 
Merchant  Ships,  and  a  Naval  Power,  made 
the  Alliance  of  the  Vnited  Provinces  abfo- 
Jutely  neceflary  to  the  French.  During  all  the 
Reign  of  Lmis  Xlllj  and  for  near  Thirty 

Years 
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Years  of  that  of  his  SecceflTor,  the  Ports  of 
France  were  continually  filled  with  Dutch  VejJ" 
els,  which  were  employed  not  only  in  a  gene- 
ral Commerce  between  that  Country  and  the 
reft  of  Europe,  but  even  in  tranfporting 
the  French  Commodities  from  one  Part  of 
the  Kingdom  to  another. 

Cardinal  Mazapune  faw  the  Omiillon 
of  his  Predeceidbr,  and  would  have  repaired 
it,  had  He  not  been  prevented  by  the  Vio- 
lence of  thofe  Fadions  that  reigned  in  France^ 
during  his  Miniftry.  But  when  He  had 
got  the  better  of  his  Enemies,  and  after 
Oliver.  Cromwel,  in  compliance  with 
his  perfonal  Interefts,  rather  than  thofe  of 
the  Nation,  had  embraced  the  Alliance  of 
France,  and  declared  War  againft  Spain 
in  1655,  th©  Cardinal  then  fell  up  n  Mea- 
fures  to  promote  the  French  Navigation,  and 
ijcquire  a  naval  Power. 

I  ihall  make  no  Scruple  to  date  the  Gran- 
deur and  Superiority  of  France  over  the  reft 
of  Europe^  from  the  Year  1655'.  Tis  certain, 
that  before  this  Year,  France  had  never 
thought  it  her  Intereft  to  quarrel  with  the 
Dutch,  tho'  provoked  to  it  by  the  fepnra  e 
Peace  they  had  made  at  Mufifier.  That 
Crown,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  very 
fareful  to  cultivate  an  Alliance    with  the 

Vnliei 
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Vniud  Trovinces^  to  prevent  their  joining 
with  the  Spaniards^  which  might  prove  an 
Obftacle  to  the  French  Conquefts  in  Flan^ 
ders'.  But  from  the  time  that  Cromwel 
declared  Himfelf,  Mazarine^  was  fo  far  from 
being  anxious  to  preferve  the  Friendfliip 
of  the  States  General,  that  He  not  only 
obflrudled  their  Commerce  by  extravagant 
Jmpojls,  but  fufFered  their  Merchant-Ships  to 
.  be  attacked  by  French  Privateers  in  the 
Mediterranean;  and  if  we  may  believe  the 
P^/c/j  Writers,  the  Cardinal  Himfelf  had 
a  confiderable  fliare  in  the  Booty.  Mon- 
sieur FouQUET,  Sur-Intendant  of  the 
French  Finances,  was  authorifed  to  eftabliili 
feveral  Companies,  for  the  Herring,  Cod^ 
and  Whale  Fijheries.  The  King  granted 
them  very  great  Immunities,  and  the  Im- 
portation of  Whale-Fins,  and  Oji,  into  France; 
v/as  prohibited  to  all  others.  Befides  this, 
a  Duty  of  jfftj  Sols  per  Tun  was  laid  on  all 
foreign  Ships,  both  at  their  coming  in  and 
going    out  of  the  Sea- ports  of  Frame- 

The  Dutch,  who  were  far  from  bear- 
ing thefe  Indignities  tamely,  fent  a  Squa- 
dron of  Men  of  War  into  the  Mcditerra- 
fieaHy  in  the  latter  end  of  the  Year  1666, 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Ruytep,, 
with  Orders  to  make  Reprifals.  Their  Ad' 
mtral  did  his  Duty,  and  tcok  two  Ships  of 

War 
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iVar^  belonging  to  the  King  o^  France^  which 
Mazarine  had  ihamcfuUy  hired  out  to  ferve 
as  t^'rivatsers,  to  particular  Adventurers,  on 
Condition  of  receiving  one  third  of  the 
PrKes  that  iliould  fail  into  their  Hands, 
The  taking  of  thefe  Veflels,  fet  the  Court 
of  fr^mce  in  a  flame.  Ruyter  was  ftiled  a 
Pyra/e,  becaufe  in  giving  Chafe  to  the 
French,  he  had  hoifted  Englifl)  Colours,  in 
order  to  deceive  them.  'Twas  faid,  that  if 
the  Dutch  had  fufFered  fome  lofTes  from  Pri- 
vateers, yet  they  could  not  charge  the  Kings 
Officers  with  having  done  Them  any  Da- 
mage, whereas  Ruyter  had  taken  two  Ships 
that  immediately  belonged  to  his  Majefiy. 
They  faid,  that  fo  great  an  Affront  could 
not  be  attoned  for,  but  by  the  Blood  of 
Him  who  was  the  Author  of  it  ;  that  the 
Refentment  of  the  Crown  fhould  even  be  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  Dutch  Nation,  and  that 
France  ou^t  to  declare  open  War  with  the 
Republic.  This  Heat  was  moderated  how- 
ever, by  the  Chancellor  Seguir,  and  Motp- 
fieur  de  Vilkroi ;  but  even  thefe  Lords  could 
not  hmder  the  Court  from  lending  Orders 
to  feize  all  the  Ships  and  Effetis  belong- 
ing to  the  Dutch,  that  fliould  be  found  in 
the  Sea-Ports  of  France. 

Ma-zarine  was  encouraged  to  a61:  in  this 
haughty  manner,  by  a  private  Treaty,  whiclj 

He 
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He  had  juft  concluded  between  his  Mafter 
Lewis  XIV,  and  Oliver  Cromwel,  by 
the  6th  Article  of  which,  the  Protector 
o^'liged  Himfelf  to  furnilh  that  Prince  with  a 
Squadron  of  thirty  fix  Men  of  War^  to  cruize 
upon  the  Spaniard  and  the  Hollander.  (^) 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Dutch  Minifler  at 
t\\Q  Court  oi  France  received  Orders  from  his 
Mafters,  to  reprefent  their  Aftonifliment  at 
.  what  had  pafled,  with  Relation  to  the  Sei- 
2iire  of  the  Ships  and  Merchandize  belong-* 
ing  to  their  Subje£ls ;  and  on  the  other  Hand 
MonfieurDE  THOu,iiis  moft  Chnfiian  Majejiys 
Ewhaffador  at  the  Hague^  was  commanded 
ito  juftify  the  Procedure  of  the  French  Court^ 
to  require  tbat  an  exemplary  Punifhment 
iliould  be  inflided  on  the  1-erfon  of  Ruyter, 
and  to  complain  ot  the  indecent  (  iberty  ta- 
ken by  Moniieur  c^oreel;  Emhaffador  of  the 
Repuhlic  at  the  Court  of  France^  m  his  Re- 
monft ranees  to  the  French  King^  at  a  public 
Audience.  (J?) 


(a)  Tn  thi<' Tfi^ary  thfi  Pioteiior  U  c^Wed  znvinciblgy  and 
the  Tr.-ary  it  fe  f  is  Hilei.'.  Secrttum  et  hiviolf  ile  Fxdus, 
5>ce   th^  Trracy    at    'iirgv^    RjMeil    des  Tiahe:^  Tome,  ii 

t    7«9. 

{h)  i:ee  r^e  Speech  of  Monfieur  it  Thu  to  the  States  Ge' 
nsral  Apiil  1657.  Ahitma  book  ^7.  p.  52. 

The 
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The  feveral  Memorials  and  Reprefentations 
that  were  made  reciprocally  by   both    the 
Parties,    having  failed  to  acconnmodate  the 
Quarrel,  the  States  General^  ignorant  of  the 
private  Treaty  concluded  between  France  and 
Oliver  Crowwel,  came  at  lafl  to  very  vigorous 
Refolutions  in  Behalf  of  Themfelves  and  their 
Subjedls.  It  was  determined  to  have  a  Fleet  of 
forty  eight  Sail  of  Men  of  War,   which  Ihould 
block  up  the  Ports  of  France^  and  feize  every 
thing  that  attempted  either  to  go  in  or  out. 
All  manner  of  Commerce  with  Frame  was 
prohibited,  and  Orders  were  fent  to  ali  the  Sea^ 
Officers  to  attack  the  French  Ships,  where  ever 
they  met  them.  (^)  But  when  the  Dye  feem- 
ed  to  be  call,  and  all  Men  expefted  to  hear 
of  the  firft  Blow  being  ftruck,  an  obl/ging 
Letter  from  the  moft  Chriflian  King,  to  the 
States  General,  reftored  the  Calm  .  {Ji) 

Ic  was  very  natural  for  the  States  to  lay  hold 
of  any  thing  that  gave  them  Hopes  of  ter- 
minating the  Dispute  by  way  of  Negotiation. 
The  NecefTity  they  were  under  of  having 
French  Manufadures  to  carry  on  their  Trade 
with  other  Nations,  obliged  them  to  tempo- 


fa)  Annales  des  Provinces  unies.  Eafnage  F0I.48P,  490. 
(b)  This  Letter  M  dated  from  Sedan^  Auguft  15,  ifiJi 
Signed  Lomsnist 

rize 
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rize  ;  but  it  is  Ukewife  true,  that  the  ill  U- 
fage  they  received  upon  this  Occafion,  firft 
inTpired  them  with  the  Defign  of  fetting  up 
feveral  Manufactures  in  Holland^  which  had 
hitherto  been  peculiar  to  France      (S) 

The  Refolution  the  States  General  fliewed 
on  occafion  of  this  Rupture  with  France^  pro- 
ceeded from  an  utter  Ignorance  of  the  fecret 
Treaty    concluded  between  that  Croim  and 
Oliver  CromweL     Had  they  been  in  the  leaft 
apprized  of   thst   Alliance,  they   durfl  not 
have  entertained  a  fingle  Thought  of  War  a- 
gainfl  two  fuch  formidable  Powers.    On  the 
other  Hand,  the  French  Kings  Condu6t  de- 
ferves  a  Reflection.     Either  the  Cardinal  was 
fearful,  tliat  the  Dutch  Trade  being  withdrawn, 
France  would  not  be  able  to  continue  the  War 
againft  Spain  and  the  Vntted  Provinces  ;  or 
He  was  doubtful  whether  the  Conditions  of 
the  Treaty  he  had  made  with  Cromwel  woiM 
be  perfQrmed  ;  and  perhaps  this  Sufpicion  was 
well  grounded.     !  have  already  faid,    that 
the  Protedor  entered  into  this  Alliance  with 
France^  in  Compliance  with  his  perfonal  In- 
tercfts,  rather  than  thofe  of  the  Nation     It 
was  CrowHJf  A  greateft  Inccrcft  to  prevent  the 


{(t)  See  Part  2d.  p.  275. 
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Ke^oratiott  of  the  Royal  Family.    The  Dutch 
•  were  more  capable   of  bringing    this  about 
than  any  other  foreign  Power,  becaufe  they 
alone  had  a  Fleet  fuliicient  to  tranfpnrt   an 
Army,  and  cover  a  Defcent.     But   the  Fro- 
ffi^or  was  eafy  on  that  fide:    The  Hiort  but 
ruinous  War  between  the  Parliament  of  Eng-- 
land  and  the  Vnitei  Provinces  had  fhewed  the 
Dutch  how  dangerous  it   would  be  to  pro- 
voke a  Man  who  had  the  wliole   Force  of 
Great  Britain  in  his  Power  ;  and  befides  thisj 
De  Wity  was  at  the  head  of  Affairs  in  Hol- 
land; the  Prince  oi  Orange  was  excluded  in:ni 
the  Honours  and  Authority  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  his  Anceftors,  and  the  Friends  of 
that  Houfe,  from  whom  Charles  If.  could 
only  hope   for  A/Tiftance,   were  difccunie- 
nanced  and  out  of  Employment. 

France  and  Spain,   were  the  only  re° 
maining  Powers  from  whom  the  Royal  Family 
could  poffibly  receive  any  effedlual  AiTiftance, 
but  neither  of  them  was  difpofed  to  afford  it. 
The  two  Kings  on  the  contrary,  ft  rove  who 
ihould  flatter  Cromw  EL  moH.    Mazarine  of- 
fered to  buy  his  Friendihip   at  the  Price  of 
Dunkirk^  when  it  fliould  be  taken  from  the 
Spaniards,    and  the  ^rc^-D^^^  who  govern- 
ed in  the  I^etherlandsj  promifed  to  befiege  Ca^ 
iais  and  reftcre  it  to  the  Englijh^  if  that  might 
engage  him  to  declare  for  Spain,    In  thcfe 
H  h  Cir- 
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Circumilances,  perhaps  the  wifeft  Courfe  had 
been  to  have  fate  ftill,  and  entertained  botn 
Sides  in  Su^'pence,  unJer  Favour  of  which  the 
Commerce  of  Gre^iS  Britain  could  not  fail  to 
have  tlouriilied.     I'^ut  the  Frotetlor  was  not 
eafy  at  Home.     Some  of  thofe  who  had  been 
the  Mc  atis  oj-  his  Elevation,  either  from  Envy 
or  a  true  Repithlican  Principle,    were  become 
his  Enemies  ;   the  Nation  was  accuftomed  to 
War,  and  feemed  to  take  P'eafure  in  it;    all 
which,  induced  Crcmivel  to  break  with  fome 
of  his  Neigiibours,  that  he  might  find  Em- 
ployment abroad,  for  thcfe  bufy  Spirits,  which 
it  left  at  Heme,  would  certainly  have  en- 
gaged in  popular  CommiOtions. 

Thus  the  P  rot  eft  or,  having  refolved  a  War 
from  a  Motive  of  felf-lntereft,  the  fame  prin- 
ciple made  him  prefer  the  Alliance  of  France 
to  that  ot  Spaing  becaufe  Philip  IV,  was  nei- 
ther fo  redoubtable  an  Enemy  as  Lew  is  XIV, 
nor  fo  capable  of  ferving  Cromwel  in  the  Qua- 
lity of  a  Friend.  The  principal  Dom.inions 
of  Spain  were  firuated  at  a  great  Diftance 
kom  Ef'^land;  and  as  to  the  «^i/^/ Power  of 
that  Crown,  which  had  lately  been  the  Ter^ 
ror  ot  the  Univerfe,  It  wasnowfo  reduced, 
that  when  in  Confequence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Treaty,  iVlonfieur  de  Turenne 
formed  the  Siege  of  Dunkirk  with  the  con- 
federate Troops  of  Francs  and    England,    a 

faiall 
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fmall  Squadron  of  Engiijh  Ships  ferved  to  block 
up  the  Port,  and  prevent  the  Garrifon  from 
receiving  any  Relief  by  Sea.  In  thefe  Ciroim-^ 
fiances  the  Spaniards  run  a  very  great  Rifque 
of  having  their  Floia  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Engli'fi^  and  to  this,  we  may  add, 
that  the  ill  Condition  of  theJr  Affairs  in 
the  H^eft- Indies,  gave  the  Prote^or  Hopes 
of  anexing  Hifpaniola^  to  the  Dominions 
of  Great  Britain- 

But  this  weaknefs  of  the  Spaniards^  Vv'hich 
invited  Crormvel  into  the  War,  and  feemed 
£0  allure  Him  of  Succels,  v^'as  a  very  ftrong 
reafcn  why  He  ought  not  to  have  broke 
with  Them  ;  becauie  He  could  noc  con- 
tinue to  deprefs  the  Crown  ©f  Spain^  with- 
out deflroying  the  EqiuUty  'of  'power,  that 
ought  to  (ubrift  between  the  feveral  great 
States  of  Europe,  and  elevating  Trance  to 
fuch  an  exorbitant  Degree,  as  would  enable 
Her  to  lord  it  at  Plealure,  over  ail  Her 
Neighbours. 

The  Prote^or  knew  this  extreamly  well, 
and  there  are  thofe  who  have  affirmed,  that 
before  his  Death,  He  had  taken  a  Refoluiiort 
to  reconcile  Himlelf  to  the  Court  of  Ma^ 
dnd.    ('a')    After  having    acquired  Dunkirk 

(a)  Monfieur  Wkquefort  ,  affirms  this  to  have  been  the 
Prom?o)'s  Deilgn  ;  and  that  one  of  Cromlpoefi  principal 
Minifters  had  told  him  fo,  in  point  of  Friendfhip  and  Con- 
fidence.   Wicque  Hift.  M.  S.  des  Proviiices  unies,  Lib.  xi, 

H  h  a  and 
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and  Jaryjaka,  during  his  Alliance  with  France^ 
He  had  a  mind  to  pofiefs  Himfelf  of  Ca- 
lais, by  the  ailillance  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but 
as  He  did  not  live  to  afle6l  this,  He  left 
the  French  very  great  Gainers,  by  the  Mea- 
fures  they   had  taken  with  Him. 

Oliver  Cromwel  dying  in  Septemher 
1658,  Cardinal  Mazarine^  thought  fit  to 
conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Spaniards  in 
the  fucceeding  Year,  by  the  famous  Pjre'» 
fie  an  Treaty  ,  in  conlequence  of  which, 
Lewis  XIV,  was  foon  after  married  to 
the  Infanta,  Daughter  of  Philip  IV,  in 
whofe  Right,  He  afterwards  challenged  the 
Sovereignity  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands^  tho' 
in  direft  Ikeach  of  the  Renunciations  made 
at  his  Marriage.  By  the  Pyrenean 
Treaty,  Si-ain  relinquiflied  Her  Pre- 
tentions to  feveral  important  Places  on  the 
Frontier  of  Flanders^  which  the  French 
had  hitherto  held  only  by  Right  of  Con- 
quefl,  and  this  was  fuch  an  AcceiTion  of 
llrength  to  the  Crown  of  France y  as  enabled 
Her  to  give  the  Law  to  Spain  upon  all 
Occurrences ;  and  from  this  time,  the  Vni- 
ted  Provinces  durft:  never  think  of  engag- 
ing fingly  in  a  War  with  France^  upon  any 
account  whatfoever. 

After  the  Conclufion  of  the  Tyrenean 
Treaty,   the  States  General,  apprehen- 

fivs 
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fjve  of  the  great  Power  of  the  French  Mo-^ 
mrcby^  were  very  earneft  with  Cardinal 
Mazarine,  to  renew  the  Alliances  that 
had  fubfifted  between  France  and  the  Vni- 
ted  Pr evince Sf  before  the  Peace  of  Munjter  5 
and  to  include  Them  in  the  Pyrenean  Trea* 
iy  as  Allies  of  that  Crown.  This  laft,  the 
Cardinal  eafily  granted ;  but  for  the  other. 
He  infinuated  to  Them,  that  fuch  a  De- 
mand would  have  been  more  leafonable  be-? 
fore  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees ,  however. 
He  appointed  CommiOTioners  to  treat  with 
the  extraordinary  Emhajfadom^  which  ths 
Repuhiic  had  lent  to  Paris  upon  this  Oc' 
cafion,  but  died  before  the  Negoaations 
were  brought  to  any  Conclufion. 

Upon  Mazarine's  Death,  Le-vis  XfV,  took 
the  Government  ot  iiis  Kingdom  into  his 
own  Hand*;,  which  brought  on  the  Dii^ 
grace  of  Mor^fitur  Fouquet^  wtio  was  lucceed- 
ed  in  the  Dire£tion  of  i;he  Fmances  by 
Monfteur  Colbert 

The  Dutch  Minifters  at  the  Court  of 
France,  were  ^lad  of  Fouquet\  Mii-lortune,, 
becaufc  having  been  the  early  \  atron,  if 
not  the  Projector  of  the  French  Greenland" 
Company^  He  thought  Himlelt  obliged  la 
Honour  to  proctdt  ir,  and  thb  lui.  made 
Him  oppofe  the  Dutch  with  a  greai  uer4 
of  obfanacy.  The  Emhajfado^s  food  ioji-d^^ 
H  h  3  howevLi!,. 
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however,    that   Monfieur  Colhert  was  not  like 
to  be  mere  favourable  to  Them    than   his 
PredeceObr.      Trus   MiNijier     was    refolved 
to  do  all    He    could   to    make  the  French 
Commerce  flouriili ;  and  to  this  Purpofe,  He 
was    of  Opinion,   that  tht^  Importation  of 
all  foreign  Manufatiures  into  France,  foould  he 
probihitcd,   in  order  to    create  a  greater  Coh- 
Jitmption  of  tboje  that  ivere  wrought  in  the  King' 
dom ;  vainly  believing  the  french  MamfaUures 
fo  neceiTary   to  the  Dutch^  and  tiie  reft  of 
Europe  that    Tiiey   would    be    obliged   to 
purchaie    Them  with   ready  Money. 

Til  us  prepofeiled,  Colhert  carried  Things 
to  fo  great  a  length,  that  the  Dutch  Mini/iers 
prepared  to  \Qd.vQ France^  and  return  Home, 
without  concluding  any  Thaig.  Their  Re- 
folurion,  however,  brought  Him  to  a  better 
Temper,  and  the  Chancellor  Seguier^  Mon- 
fieur  de  Viller^i^  and  Moy>fuur  de  lellier^  being 
of  opinion,*  that  it  would  be  advantagirus  to 
France^  to  renevi'  the  Treaties  that  had  for- 
merly fubfifted  between  that  Crown  and 
the  Vnited  Provinces,  the  Emhaffadurs  at 
lafk  contra£bed  a  very  importanc  Alliance 
with  LewisyiWj  when  they  lead  expe£ied 
it.     (a)    By  this  Convention,    all   former 


(a)  Traite  d'  Alliance  et  de  CQmmerC-'  ^Co  See  Traitez 
4c  Paix  Tome.  iv.  p.  35, 

Treaties 
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Treaties    between   France  and    the  Eepuliic 
were  confirmed,  and  the  two  Nations  prcmi- 
fed  reciprocally  \o guarantee  the  i  oHedions  of 
each  other.     VVith  lelpeft  to  Ccnmierce^  Care 
was  taken  to  prevent  Pyrada^  by  ioroidding 
Privateers    to  fearch  any  VefTcls  that  they 
met  with  at  Sea,  or  ufe  the  leaft  Violence  to 
their  Commanders.    Each   Nadon  had  full 
Liberty  to  enter  the  Sea-Ports  of  the  other, 
and   to  trade  freely  with  all  forts  of  Com- 
modities,  except  Whale-fins  and  Oyl,    which 
the  Dutch  were  excluded  from  bringing  into 
France^   during  the  Term  of  the  Privsledge 
granted  to  x\\q  Greenland  Comfar^'  ,•  and  as  lor 
the  above-mentioned  Duty  of  fifty  Sols  per 
Tun,  It  was  now  to  be  exafled  but  once,  when 
foreign  Ships   left   the   Ports   of  France,    and 
thole  that  leaded  with  Salt  were  liable  only 
to  the  Payment  of  one  Half  {})     But  tho' 
th^iQ  Terms  were  a  confiderable  Abatement 
of  Monfieur  Colberts  Scheme,  yet  tliey  were 
ftill  very  fevere,  compared  with  the  Freedom 
of  Traffick  the  Dsach  had    formerly  enjoyed 
with  France ;  nor  would    the   States  General 
have  acquiefced  in  fuch  Conditions,  had  they 
not  obtained  at  the  lame  Time  a  vtry  con- 


(_!?)  Article  fepare  touchant  1'  Impofition  de  cinquante  fols 
par  Tonneau  fur  Ics  Navires  Etraugcrs  forcant  de  France. 

Hli  4  fiderable 
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fiderable  Advantage  in  a  Point  of  the  utmoft 
Importance  to  the  RepuhUc^  which  was  the 
Guarardee  of  France ^  to  their  Right  of  fijhing 
for  Herriyigs  on  the  Coaft  of  Great  Britain.  The 
'Frfnch  were  very  loath  to  engage  Themfelves 
in  this  Guarantee-     Colbert   laid,   It  was  un- 
reafonable  to  expe£t  They  fliould  undertake 
to  maintain  the  Dutch  in  the  Enjojment  of  a 
Point  that  was  ot  a  very  litigious  Nature, 
and  liable  to  be  contefted  with  Them.    That 
the  King  of  England  could  not  but  take 
it  extreamly  ill,  and  thtreiore  it  would  be 
beft  to  couch  the  Claufe  o[  the  Guarantee  in 
general  Terms,  to  avoid  giving  Offence  to  a 
Prince.,  for  whom  both  the  Nations  ought  to 
have  the    utmofl  Confideration.      But  the 
Dutch  Minivers  knew  a  general  Guarantee  would 
be  of  no  Service  to  their  Country,  in  Cafe 
EnqlarJ  fliould  refolve  to  difpute  the  Point, 
and  therefore  they  infilled  (Irenuoufly   and 
at  lail  obtained,  that  their  Right   to  the  Her- 
ring   Fifterj  fkould  le  particularly  expreffed. 
This  Treaty  could   not  be  figned  however, 
'till    the  Month    of  April  1662,   and   the 
French  King  deferred  the   Ratification   of  it 
lome  time  longer,  with  a  View  to  engage  the 
States  General^  to  include  Dunkirk^  which  he 
had  lately  purcha(ed  of  our  King  Charles  \h 
amiongil  ih.  le  Places  uhich  they  were  tofup- 
poit  Him  in  the  Poflciiion  of, 

■'   "'  Charles 
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Charles  IL    was  reftored    to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain^  in  1660,  and  might  have 
kept  fo  equal  a  Ballance  between  France  and 
Spain,     as   would    effedually  have  hindred 
the  former  from  making  further  Conquefts 
in   the  Netherlands ;    and   nothing  could  be 
more  natural,  than  to  expeit  that  Thofe, 
who  had  fo  juft  an  Abhorrence  for  the  Me- 
mory  of    Cromwelly    would  be  the  lad   to 
fall   into  his  Meafures.    But  unhappily  for 
Europe^  Charles  IL  had   fcarce  recovered 
the  Throne,  when   he    threw  Himfelf  in- 
to the  Arms   of  L  e  v^  i  s  XIV,    and    was 
more   or  lefs  influenced    by  French  Coun- 
cils  throughout    the    whole  Courie  of  his 
Reign.    I  Ihall   be  obliged  to  examine  the 
Conduct  of  this  Trince,  more  particularly  in 
the  Sequel.     But  to  return  to   the  Alliance 
of   France    and   the    United  Provinces^    the 
Treaty  of  6i  being  ratified,  the  French  pub- 
lilhed  a  new  Taritf'  in  106-^,    which  regu- 
lated  the  Duties  of  Importation  in  fuch  a 
Manner,   as    gave  the  Merchants    of  both 
Nations,    a  great  deal  of    Reafon   to  hope 
their  Commerce  would   augment,    and    be 
carried  on  for  the  Future  without  Interrup- 
tion.    But  a  few  Years  convinced  Them  of 
the  Vanity  of  tliefe   Hopes.     In  1667,    the 
French  Court,    raifed  the  Duties  upon  foreign 
Merchandize,  in  diredt  Breach  of  the  Trea- 
ty 
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ty  of  i66xi  and  in  the  fame  Year, 
Lewis  XIV,  executed  the  Proje6l  he  had  io 
long  entertained,  of  making  Himfdf  Mailer  of 
the  Spanijh  l^etherlands.  The  Rapidity  of  the 
French  Conquejls  in  FlandcrSj  flruck  a  Ter- 
ror throughout  all  Europe.  The  King  of 
France  was  accufed  of  afpiring  to  the 
Vniverfal  Momrchy,  of  breaking  the  moft 
facred  engagements,  and  ol  robbing  his  Bro^ 
ther-in-Law  Charles  II.  of  Dominions, 
to  which  He  had  an  undoubted  Title.  In 
the  mean  Time,  the  neighbouring  Nations, 
entered  into  Meafures  for  checking  the  Ex- 
orbitant Power  of  France,  and  in  1668  the 
Triple  League  was  concluded  between  Eng- 
land, Sweden  and  the  Vnited  Provinces^ 
which  put  a  Stop  to  the  i\rms  of  France, 
and  brought  on  the  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelky 
which  laved  the  remainder  of  Flanders; 
but  it  was  too  foon  apparent^  that  the  King 
of  France  enrred  into  this  Treaty  with  no 
other  Intention  than  that  of  renewing  the  War^ 
to  more  Advantage.  The  French  were  of 
Opinion,  that  if  they  could  but  ruin  the 
Vnited  Provinces^  the  Spanift)  Netherlands 
would  fall  under  their  Domination,  without 
any  Refiftance.  With  this  View,  Lewis  XI V, 
lofmg  the  Remembrsnce  of  all  paft  Alliances, 
and  having  ftrft  induced  the  King  ot  Eng- 
land to  jom  with  Him  in  the  Attack,   and 

en- 
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engaged  the  Emperor  in  a  Neutrality,  fn- 
vaded  the  Republic  of  the  Vnited  Provinces^ 
in  1672,  and  had  almoft  brought  ft  to 
Deflru(^ionj  when  the  frince  of  Orange  be* 
ing  called  to  the  Defence  of  his  Country, 
acquired  the  Glory  of  putting  a  Stop  to 
the  French  Arms^  and  of  refcuing  the  Li- 
berties of  Europe*  In  1674  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England,  jealous  of  the  French 
Conquefts,  were  fo  importunate  with  Charles  IL 
to  break  the  Meafures  he  had  taken  in  Con- 
jundtion  with  Lewis  XIV,  that  they  at  laft  ob* 
iiged  him  to  make  a  feparate  Peace  with  the 
Dutch,  and  the  King  of  Spain,  with  great  Part  of 
the  Empire y  having  at  the  fame  Time  declared 
in  their  Favour,  This,  in  fome  Meafure  re- 
trieved the  Af^irs  of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  and 
brought  on  the  Peace  of  JS^imeghen,  in  1678, 
Whoever  perufes  this  Treaty,  will  find  the 
French  were  very  great  Gainers  by  It ;  the 
Spaniards  entirely  loft  the  Franche  Ccmpte, 
and  had  but  a  weak  Barrier  left  them  in  Flan- 
ders :  yet  this  was  fo  far  from  fatisfying 
Lewis  XIV,  that  immediately  afrcr  the 
Peace,  he  fet  up  frefti  Claims  to  feveral  of 
the  moft  confiderable  Places  in  Flanders,  un- 
der the  Pretence  of  Re-unionSy  Dependancies, 
and  fuch  Kind  of  Titles,  as  are  only  to  be 
made  good  by  tiiole  v*'ho  have  the  longeft 
Sword.    In  lliort,  after  refufing  to  fettle  the 

Limits 
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Limit<:  between  his  own  Dominion?  and  thofe 
of  Spain^  agreeable  to  the  Treaty  of  Nimeg- 
hen^  He  feized  upon  the   Dutchy  of  Luxem- 
lurgh^  and  obliged   the  King   of  Spain,  to 
renounce  his  Title  ot  Duhoi  Burgundy >     He 
obferved  the  fame  Conduit  towards  rhe  Em- 
pire, by  refufing  to  evacuate  feveral  Places 
agreeable  to    the  Treaties  of    Weftfalia  and 
Nimeghefi;  raifing  Contributions  at   Pleafure, 
and  obliging  the  ten  Towns  of  Alface,  with  the 
Nobles  and  Vaffah  of  that  Country,   to  Iwear 
Allegiance  to  Him,-  ereding  new  Courts  of 
Jufhce,  and  forbidding  Appeals  to  the  /w/?e- 
riaL  Chamherof  Spire     He  confifcatcd  the  Re- 
venues of  the  Chapter  of    Strashurg;   raifed 
new  F .  rtifications  in  feveral  Places,  difman- 
tled  others,  and  fet  up  Pretentions    to  the 
Sovereignty     of    Metz^    Tout,     and    Verdun^ 
with  other  Imperial  Diftri6l:s,  all  which  ha- 
ving been  complained  of    in  the  Diet  of  the 
Empire^     and    reprefented    to    the     French 
King^  he  w^as  fo  far  from  granting  Redrefs, 
that    he    invaded   the    Falatinatey    furpnfed 
Strashurg    bv  Treachery,    and    in   order    to 
Grafp  the  m'lvcrfal   Monarchy^     did    all    He 
could  either  by  Fraud   or   torce,  to  get  ths 
Dauphin  declared  King  of  the  Romans- 

About  the  fame  time,    in  order  to.  make 

himfelf  Mailer  of  Italy^  Lewis  XIV,  bought 

^ajd  of  the  Duh  ot  Mantua,  2,nd  endta- 

•  Youred 
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voured  to  trick  the  Duke  o\  Savoy  out  of 
his  Dominions,  who  was  then  but  fourteen 
Years  Old,  under  Pretence  of  lending  Him  to 
Lisbon,  where  he  was  to  marry  the  Infanta, 
and  in  her  Right  to  enjoy  the  Crown  of  Por- 
tugal. 

But  thefe  Provocations  having  given  Birth 
to  the  League  of  Aughsbourgh,  in  i68], 
between  the  Emperor,  the  Airtg  of  Sweden,  the 
States  General  of  the  Vnited  Provinces  and 
fevcral  Circles  of  the  Empire^  the  Direction  of 
whofe  Forces  would  be  committed  to  the 
Care  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^  who  was  in- 
deed the  Soul  of  the  League  ;  Lewis  XIV,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fo  ftrong  an  Oppofition,  offe- 
red the  Confederates  a  twenty  Years  Truce ; 
which  being  accepted  by  them  and  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  French  remained  in  PofleiTion  of 
all  They  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  ex- 
cept €ourtray  and  Dixmude,  which  they  re- 
flored  to  Spain  after  having  flighted  their 
Fortifications. 

The  Revolution  of  England  in  1688,  was  the 
Caufe  of  renewing  the  War,  and  the  Succefs  of 
it  entirely  broke  the  French  Kings  Meafures. 
The  Events  of  the  War  from  Eighty  eight  to 
the  Peace  of  Refwtck^  and  of  that  which  fuc- 
ceeded,  between  France  and  the  feveral  Parties 
of  the  fecond  grand  Alliance,  are  too  recent, 
and  too  well  known  to  be  inferted  here.    I 

iliall 
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ihall  only  obferve,  that  the  ^ar  which  the 
Frefjch  King  firft  declared  againfithe  ^i«2  of 
Spain  in  1667,  was  in  ef?e£t  never  put  an 
End  to  till  the  Peace  of  Vtrecht^  m  171^. 
Lewis  XIV,  the  principal  Perfonage,  was 
Ifill  upon  the  Scene,  and  profecuted  his  old 
Quarrel  with  the  fame  Vehemence,  and  from 
the  fame  Motives  that  induced  Him  to  begin  it; 
which  were  no  lefsthan  the  Reduction  of  all 
the  Netherlands^  and  the  univerfal  Monarchy 
of  Europe^  which  he  believed  would  be  a  cer- 
tain Conlequence  of  the  other. 

I  come  now  to  clofe  this  Se£lion  with  re- 
marking, that  a  War  between  i^r^^c?  and  Hol- 
land, would  be  of  very  great  Prejudice  to  both 
the  Nations,  and  cannot  poffibly  produce  the 
leaft  Advantage  to  either,  unlels  we  fuppofe 
the  French  ftrong  enough  to  make  the  entire 
Conqueft  of  the  Vnited  Vr evinces  ;  which 
it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  all  Europe  to  prevent. 
The  French  would  do  the  Repuliic  a  great 
deal  of  Damage,  by  leizing  fuch  Effeds  as  the 
DiUch  Merchants  might  have  in  France,  and 
by  obftruding  their  Trade  with  Men  of  War 
and  Frivateers^  efpecially  in  the  Mediteranean 
and  the  Levant ,  where  the  Dutch  could  not 
maintam  fuch  a  Squadron  as  would  be  able 
to  proteft  their  Commerce,  except  at  fjch  an 
Expence,  as  the  Finances  of  the  RepuhiiCj  are 
by  no  means  equal  to  at  prefenc. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  French  would  be 
very   great  Lofers,  by  being  deprived  of  the 
Dutch  Trade.    I  believe  I  may  affirm,   that 
the  Merchants  of  the  four  maritime  Provinces, 
FJolland,  Zealand^    Friezland  and  Groningheny 
take  off  more  than  one  Half  of  all  the  Wine^ 
and  almofl  all  the  Salt  that  France  produces ; 
befides  vaft  Qjantities  of  other  Particulars. 
(.7)  But  (hould  War  break  out  between  the 
two  Nations,   this  Commerce  mufl  confequent- 
\y  ceafe.     The  Dutch  would  fupply  Them- 
felves  with  Wine^  from  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine^ 
and  the  Mojelle,  as  well  as  from  Portugal  and 
Spain^  from  whence  they  might  like  wife  bring 
what  Salt  they  had  occafion  for  ,    unlefs   we 
fliould  make  it  their  Intereft  to  take  it  from 
England^  by  allowing  the  Proprietor  fo  large 
a  Drawback  Upon  exported  Salt,  as  may  en- 
able Him  to  fell  it  as  cheap  as  the  Portugueze 
cr  Spaniards  -,  and  with  Regard  to  the  Fruits 
which  the  Dutch  now  bring  from  France^  Spain 
and  Portugal  a^ord  the  very  fame. 

A  Rupture  with  Holland  would  be  io  very 
deftrudtive  to  ihe  Com'xierce  and  Revenues  of 
France^  that  there  is  g.eat  Reafon  to  believe 
that  Crown  will  never  declare  War  againft  the 


(a)  See  Pare  2d,  Page  354. 

Repullic^ 
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Repuhlk^  unlefs  fhe  thinks  herfcif  in  a  Con- 
dition to  conquer  ih&feven  Provinces  entirely, 
which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  make  her 
jtmends  for  the  Lois  (he  would  fuftain  from 
the  Sufpenfwn  of  her  Commerce-  Bat  to  pre- 
vent her  ever  being  in  that  Condition,  the 
States  General  are  obliged  by  all  Rules 
of  Tolicy^  to  abilain  from  every  thing  that 
may  render  either  the  Emperor^  England  or 
Spain  lefs  redoubtable  to  France  tlian  they  are 
at  prefent ;  fo  long  as  thofe  Powers  fliall  con- 
tinue in  Friendlhip  with  the  Repuhlic. 

There  is  nothing  that  ought  to  engage  the 
States  General  in  an  offenfive  Alliance  with 
France^  except  a  War  with  England  or  the  Ein^ 
per  or  ^  In  the  firft  Cafe,  every  Alliance  is  to  be 
embraced,  and  all  Means  employed  to  obtain 
a  Peace  ;  and  iliould  his  Imperial  Majefiy  attack 
the  Repuhlic^  an  Alliance  with  France  is  then 
defirable,  inlomuch  as  it  is  more  eligible  to  be 
Servants  to  the  Houfeo^  Bourhn,  rather  than 
Slaves  of  the  Hcafe  of  Aujlria, 


S  E  G  t^ 


SECT.    III. 

O  F    T  H  E 

L  L  I  A  N  C  E  S 

O  F    T  H  E 

States    General 

WITH 

SPAIN. 

^^^^^^Y    the    Treaty  of  the  Truce 
'"^fy  ^        -I  $  couduJed    at   the  Hague,    in 

f'*  ,  '  ••  ^X^M  locQ,  Philii'  III.  acknow- 
;-*  ',  ..  "'^'^O  lodged  the  States  Genfral 
\\^  ''  lor  Sovereigns  of  a  Free  Feo- 

^"^^  pie,  aiier  the  Crown  of  Spam 

had    titat.d   Them    as    /?^Ze/i    tor    tiurty 

I  i  Years 
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Years  together*  The  Liberty  of  the  Repui^- 
Ik  was  confirmed,  in  a  more  authentick 
Manner  by  the  Peace  ol  Manjier^  in  1648; 
and,  fuch  is  the  Viciilitude  of  human  Af- 
fairs, in  Icfs  tlian  thirty  Years  after  this 
Treaty,  the  States  General  were  become 
neccfiary  AU'^es  to  Spain^  and  William  III. 
Trince  of  Orange^  Great  Grandfon  of  Wil- 
liam f.  whom  Philip  IL  had  profcribed  as 
a  Traitor,  was  now  the  bed  Support  of 
the  Spanijh  Monarchy^  and  almoft  the  only 
Prince  whom  Philip  IV,  could  rely  upon, 
for  Defence  againft  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  France- 

The  Dominions  of  Spain,  having  devol- 
ved to  the  German  Branch  of  the  Houfe  vf 
Aujlria^  upon  the  Deatli  cf  Charles  II, 
and  the  Spanijh  Netherlands,  which  rendred 
their  Catholtck  Majejlies  of  very  great  Con- 
fequence  10  the  Vnited  Provinces^  ha- 
ving been  fepa rated  from  that  Monarchy ^ 
and  given  up  to  the  prefent  Emperor  ;  the 
Interefl  or  the  States  General  with  regard 
to  tiie  *^rown  of  Spain^  is  no  longer  what 
Ir  was^  before  the  Male  Line  of  Charles  V, 
became  Extind,  and  wiuill  the  Dominions 
of  Philip  H,  remained  united  upon  one 
and  tlie  fame  Head,  I  think  it  unnecella^ 
ry  therefore,  to  give  any  Account  of  the 
Alliances  that  have  been  formed   between 

die 
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the  States  General  and  the  J(ings  of  Spain, 
from  the  Peace  of  Munfler  to  the  Death  of 
Charles  II.  moft  of  which  were  made,  with 
no  other  View,  than  to  prelerve  the  Spani/h 
Netherlands  frcm  falling  into  the  Hands  of 
France ;  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
Spain  is  not  become  weaker  by  the  Sepa- 
ration of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands^  the  De- 
fence of  which,  had  tor  a  long  Scries 
of  Years,  quite  drained  that  Kingdom  of 
Soldiers,  and  Money. 

It  is  theconftant  Interefl  of  Trading  Na- 
tions never  to  undertake  Offenji've  Wars^ 
for  the  fake  of  Glory  and  Conq^ueft-  They 
mud  remain  upon  tne  Defen/tve,  and  noc 
come  to  an  open  Rapture  w  ith  their 
Neighbours,  but  upon  the  utmcft  Necef- 
fity.  This  is  a  lettied  Maxim  with  all 
Countries,  that  depend  on  Trafick ;  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Trade  between  Holland  and 
Spain  obliges  the  States  General  to  a  ftridt 
Obfervation  of  It  towards  that  Monarchy, 
But  as  there  is  no  Rule  that  is  not  liable  to 
an  Exception,  there  are  certainly  Ibme  Cafes 
in  which  It  would  be  the  Intercft  of  the 
Vnited  Trovinces^  to  declare  War  againft 
Spam^  notwithftanding  all  the  Iiiconveni- 
cncies  which  the  Repuhlic  muft  lufierj 
from  a  Sufpenfion  of  her  Commerce. 

I  i  3  Every 
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Ev^ery  Body  knows  that  the  Force  and 
Grandeur  o[  Spain  depends  en  the  annua! 
Returns  that  ihe  receives  fjom  her  Co- 
lonies in  the  Wefl-Indies,  and  were  the 
Trealures  that  are  brought  from  thofe  Coun- 
tries to  remain  entirely  with  the  Spani- 
arJsj  They  would  be  more  than  (uffici- 
ent  to  render  them  what  They  once  were, 
the  moji  redouhtahle  Emm'ieSy  and  mofi  Ty- 
riwkal  Allies  in  the  Vniverfe*  Out  the  In- 
capacity of  Spain,  to  furnifli  a  Cargo  for 
the  Supply  of  the  Weft-Indies ^  forces  Her 
to  fliare  the  Profits  of  that  Commerce  witli 
the  other  Trading  Nations  of  Europe;  and 
thus-  the  Return  of  the  Galleons^  and  the 
Flotilla,  is  as  neceflary  to  the  Merchants 
of  France  J  England^  and  Ho/land^  as  to  thofe 
of  Cadiz  and  Madrid 

This  Poverty^  which  incapacitates  the 
Spaniards  to  lupply  the  Weft -Indies,  a- 
riles  from  Miimanagement  in  their  Eu- 
ropean Commerce.  The  vaft  Equipments 
made  by  Philip  II.  and  the  ill  Succefs  of 
his  Enterprizes,  had  fo  totally  deftroy'd  the 
mval  Power  of  Spain,  that  after  the  Peace 
of  Munfter,  the  Spaniards  found  Themfelves 
oLliged  to  hire  Dutch  VeJJels,  to  carry  on 
their  Trade  to  America,  The  Wars  They 
were  atterward  engaged  in  with  France,  the 
Sums  expended  in   ghe  Prefervation  of  the 

I^letber' 
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Netherlands^  as  well  as  th?  Italian  Strifes  de- 
pendant on  the    Crown    of  Spain,   the  vaft 
Numbers  of  Men  confumed  in  the  Detence 
of  thofe  Countries,  from  the  I  eace  of  Mu^jfler 
to  tjie  Death  of  Charles  IF,  and  the  feveral 
Calamities   which  harrafTed  Spain  fom  the 
Deceafe  of  this  Prince  to  the  Peace  o[  Vitecht, 
have  been  fo   many  invincible  Impediments 
to  the  Revival   of  their  Navigation.     i)ince 
the  Treaty  of  Vtrecht  They  have  been  zea- 
lous to  reftore  their    maritime  Force,    but 
have  been  miftaken  in  the  Means>     If  the 
Money  laid  out  by  the  Court  of  Madrid 
in   the  Sicilian  Expedition^   and  the  Equip- 
ment of  that  Fleets   which  was  fo  intirely 
defeated  by  o\xr  Admiral^    my    Lord   Tor- 
RiNGTON,  in   1 718,  had  been  employed  for 
the  immediate  Encouragement    of    Naviga- 
tion, either  in  the  Nature  of  Loans  to  par- 
ticular   Merchants,  or   any  other    efFefl-ual 
Method  for  the  fitting  out  Merchants  Ships, 
in    the  feveral  Ports  of  Spain,   I   believe, 
that  by  this  Time  the  Spaniards  would   have 
been  able  to  carry   on   their  European  Com- 
rr-erce  entirely  with   their  own    Ships    ^nd 
thi<.  would  in  a  little  Time,  enable  Tliem  to 
fie  out  a  Navy  and  to  fupply  their  Weil^lndies 
Without  the  AflTiftance  ot  any  }orcig:i  Narion, 
But  the  Spani(h  Court  was  refolved  to  iiave  a 
Fleet   at  any   Price;    before   they  had  bid 

I i  3  the 
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the  necellar}^  Foundation  for  its  Support ;  that 
is,  before  They  had  extended  Their  own  Na- 
vigation, fo  as  to  have  a  condant  Nurfery  for 
Seamsn,  and  before  They  had  a  fufficien.  Qnan- 
Uty  o{  Stores  in  their  Country,  to  repair  gny 
fudden  Lofs,  without  which  it  is  v^in  to  ihink 
of  keeping  up  a  Navy,  except,  at  fuch  an  Ex- 
pence,  as  even  all  the  Treafures  of  the  Indies, 
would  not  be  equal  to. 

It  is  beyond  all  Qjeftion,  the  Prime  In- 
terefk  of  Spain  to  extend  her  Navigation; 
but  It  is  likewife  the  Interefl,  of  almoH: 
all  Europe^  and  in  particular  of  the  Vnited 
Trovinces^  to  fupprefs  It.  And  tho'  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that  the  Spaniards  have  a 
mtural  Right  to  trade  in  every  Country 
of  Eur  ope  y  and  in  all  other  Parts  of  the 
Wcirld,  from  whence  They  have  not  <?x- 
duded  Themselves  by  Compatl,  yet  I  be- 
lieve, the  Dutch  would  not  fit  fVil!,  and 
fee  Them  carry  on  the  fingle  Trade  of 
the  Baltick,  in  their  own  bottoms ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  a  Revolution,  in  that  Branch 
of  Commerce  only,  is  fufficient  to  draw  on 
the  Ruin  of  the  Repuhlic.  Nor  will  this 
appear  ft  range,  if  we  confider,  how  many 
Ships,  and  how  vaft  a  number  of  Hands  the 
Dutch  employ  in  exchanging  the  Commo- 
dities of  Spain^  with  thole  ot  Rufia^  Livonia^ 
Sweden  and  Norway,  which  would  tlicn  be 
deftitute  of  Employment :    And  It  is  flill  a 

Confi- 
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Confideration  of  greater  Weight,  That 
without  the  BhUioh  which  Holland  receives 
annually  from  Spain,  It  would  be  impollible 
for  the  Dutch  to  carry  en  their  Com- 
merce with  other  Nations,  where  the  Bat" 
lance  of  Trade  is  againfl  them ;  as  in  the 
Cafe  of  Mufcovy,  Nonvay,  England,  France, 
and  the  Levant.  I  do  not  think  my  kVi 
guilty  of  any  Exaggeration  therefore,  when 
I  fay,  that  a  Revolution  in  this  fingle  Branch 
of  Commerce,  would  probably  dravV  on  the 
ruin  of  the  Repuhlk  ;  and  confequently  the 
States  General  would  hazard  a  War,  ra- 
ther than  to  fubmit  to  it. 

Before  the  Separation  of  the  Auflrian  Ne^ 
therlands,  from  the  Spanifh  Monarchy,  it  was 
the  Interefl  of  the  States  General,  that  France 
ihould  be  formidable  to  Spain,  whofc  Do^ 
minions  being  contiguous  to  Holland,  the 
Dutch  had  rcafon  to  fear,  that  in  a 
Tide  of  Profperity,  the  Spanijh  Court  mighc 
be  tempted  to  renew  their  Pretentions  to 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  TJnited  Provinces*  But 
thofe  Fears  having  vaniflied,  upon  the  Set<. 
tlement  of  the  Spanijl?  Dominions  at  the 
Peace  of  Vtrecht,  it  is  now  become  the 
Tntereft  of  Holland,  that  Spain  Ihould  be 
formidable  to  France^  on  the  Continent ;  and 
theretore  the  States  General  will  be  faithful 
Allies  to  His  Catholick  Majesty,  fo 
\  i  4  long 
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long  as  the  latter  is  contented  to  let  the 
European  Trade  flow  in  the  fame  <"  hannel, 
in  which  it  has  run  for  near  a  Hundred 
Year?  -,  and  when  the  Spaniards  iliali  en- 
deavour to  break  the  Courfe,  perhaps  it 
may  be  the  Interefl  of  other  Nations,  as  ^ 
well  as  the  Dutch^  to  fruftrate  their  at-  ' 
tempts. 


SECT. 


N 


SECT,    IV. 


O  F    T  H  E 

ALLIANCES 

OF    THE 

Stat  e  s  General 

WITH 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mfl^^^^T  would  have  been  extream- 
llf^SiiS  ly  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
^|j,|g|  J  llifi  uble,  for  the  Dutch  to 
fffti~li^  '-'"^^  .lupported  their  Re- 
^V^>i-<^i^  volt  againft  Siain,  and  to 
^^^^  have  lei  tied  their  Common- 
Wctiiih,  Without  the  Aid  of  Q^een  Eli- 
zabeth, 
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zabfth.  The  States  of  Holland  ana  2.ea' 
land^  offered  Her  the  Sovereignty  of  their 
Provinces,  which  She  thought  fit  to  refufe, 
for  Fear  of  giving  Philip  IF,  a  Pretence 
to  declare  War  againft  Her,  at  a  Time 
vi'hen  the  Power  of  Spain  was  a  Terror  to 
the  Uuniverfe;  but  She  aflifled  the  States^ 
with  Men  and  Money,  and  at  the  lame 
Time  exaded  cautionary  Towns  from  Them, 
as  a  Security  for  her  Reimhurfmentj  when- 
ever They  lliould  be  in  a  Condition  to 
Pay.  Englijh  Garrifons  were  received  into 
the  Brill^  Flufhing^  and  Fort  Rammekins^ 
which  were  at  once  good  Security  for  our 
Money,  and  Pledges  for  the  good  Condu£t 
and  FideHty,  I  had  almoft  faid,  for  the 
Obedience  of  the  States^  to  England- 

But  a  very  few  Years  had  pafled,  after 
Queen  EUzaheth's  Death,  when  the  Dutch 
began  to  entertain  a  Jealoufy  of  the  Englifh^ 
and  Jfeat  Emhaffadors  to  King  James  I. 
with  flrmrudions  to  procure  the  Reititution 
of  the  Three  cautionary  Towns  j  upn  which, 
Tho'  I  will  not  affirm,  that  King  James  I. 
could  have  detained  thofe  Places  in  Point 
of  Right  and  Equity,  after  the  States 
had  offerred  to  reimburfe  the  Money 
advanced  by  ^een  Elizaheth ;  yei,  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  He  ought  to  have 
done  it  in    Poiat  ot   Interell    and    1  olicy. 
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But  this  Prince  having  raflily  engaged  his 
Word  to  reftore  Them,^  when  the  Sums 
advanced  by  ^een  Elizaheth^  fliould  be 
Paid  ,•  Olden  Barnevelt,  who  knew 
what  Importance  They  were  of,  went  a- 
bout  the  Thing  fo  heartily,  that  in  a  ht- 
tle  Time  the  Money  was  raifed,  and  re- 
mitted to  Enqland^  upon  which  King  James 
ordered  the  Places  to  be  evacuated.  It  is 
pretended,  however,  That  when  the  King 
made  this  Promife,  he  was  of  Opinion 
that  the  Dutch  could  not  poiTibly  raife  the 
Money;  and  finding  Himielif  deceived,  He 
bore  a  fecret  Grudge  to  Barnevelt  ever 
after,  for  having  outwitted  Him.  Be 
this  as  it  will,  'tis  certain,  He  could  not 
have  done  a  weaker  Thing;  and  I  dare 
affirm,  that  when  He  abandoned  the  Elec- 
tor Palatine  to  the  Cruelty  o\.  the 
Houfe  of  Jufiria,  He  did  not  do  more 
Miichief  to  the  Proteflant  Caufc  in  general, 
than  the  Intereft  of  England  received  by 
his  giving  up  the  Places  bef-re-mentioned. 
Had  thole  Fortrefles  remained  in  tlie  Hands 
o\  Great  Britain-,  the  Dutch  would  not  have 
ufed  us  fo  ill,  as  They  afterwards  did  in 
the  Eafl-Inclies^  and  feveral  other  Countries. 
They  muft  have  contented  Themfelvcs, 
with  fuch  Advantages  in  Commerce,  as 
fonllant    Application,   joined    to    a    riged 

Par- 
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Parfimony  would  have  given  Them  over 
us,  but  they  durft  not  have  had  Recourfe 
to  Fraud  and  Violence. 

King  Charles  I.  knew  the  Tnterefl: 
of  the  Nation,  with  regard  to  foreign 
Affairs,  much  better  than  his  Father,  as 
appears  from  his  Defign  to  Succour  Ro- 
chelky  tho'  it  was  ill  execiited,  and 
from  a  Paflage  in  D'Eflrades  Memoirs, 
which,  I  think,  def^rves  to  be  particularly 
taken  Notice  of  Count  DEftradts^  the  moft 
dexterous,  and  moft  fuccefsful  Negotia- 
tor of  his  Time,  was  fent  to  Englandy 
by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  in  i6]7,  to 
engage  Charles  I.  in  a  Neuirahry,  whilfl  tlie 
French  and  Dutch  iliould  attack  the  Mari- 
time Tovv'ns  of  Flanders ;  and  in  his  very 
firfl  Letter  to  the  Cardinal  after  his  Arrival 
at  London,  He  gives  him  an  Account  of  his 
Negotiation  in  the   following  Manner,  (a) 

****** ^^^^^     '  I  was   very    wel  received 

*  by  the   King  of    England^     whom  t    ad- 

•  drefled  conformably    to  the  Orders  given 
*■  me  by  your  Eminency;    and    reprefenied 


{a)  See  D'£f?rd<iei's  Memo:  res,  Letter  to  Card.  Ji.'<:/?//>« 
Uted  tievemb.  24,  1637. 


all 
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all  the  Advantages  that  would  naturally 
accrue  to  Him  from  a  ftri6t  Alliance 
with  the  King.  That  not  only  his  Maje- 
fly^  but  9li  his  Subjeci-s  w^ould  be  very 
confiderable  Gainers  by  His  complying 
with  our  Demands,  having  the  Sea  open  to 
Them,  and  being  at  i  iberty  to  furnifli 
all  Things  necefHiry  for  the  Kings  Forces, 
which  could  not  fail  to  bring  a  great 
deal  of  Money  into  England.  That  under 
Pnvour  of  the  Neutrality  which  the 
t(ing  ask'd  of  Him,  all  the  Commerce 
would  be  carried  on  by  Englijh  Shippings 
a*,  well  for  our  Armies  as  thofe  of  Spain^ 
and  even  for  all  the  Towns  of  the  Low 
Counnies  Tivdi  your  Eminem  cy  had  com- 
manded me  to  aifvjre  Him,  you  would 
contribute  all  that  depended  on  you  to 
maintain  a  good  Vnion  and  Friendjhip  be- 
twixt his  Majefly  and  the  King  of  France; 
and  even  engage  tne  King  to  g;ve  Him 
any  Afiiilance  He  might  Hand  tn  need 
of,  from  the  A'-tempts  of  luch  of  his 
Subjcdls  as  miy,ht  have  ill  Intentions  a- 
gainft  hi'.  Herlon., 

'-  He  anfwtred  me,  That  He  would  do 
every  Thing  in  his  lower  to  fhew  the 
King  how  much  He  defired  his  Friend- 
jhip-, provided  that  what  his  Majefty  re- 
quired of  Him^    WAS  not  prejudicial  to  his 

Honour^ 
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'  Honour^     his     Interefl^     cr    his    Kingdom  i 
«  which,  he  faid,  muft  certainly  be  the  Cafe, 

*  if  he  permitted  tither  the  King  or  //;e  States 

*  to  attack  the  Maritime  Places  on  the  Coajl 
<  of    Flanders.     That  in  Order  to  fuccour 

*  Them,  He  kept  a  Fleet  in  the  Powf^s,  fit 
^  for  Adion,  mih  fifteen  tho^ifand  Me fi^  ready 

*  to    Land    in    Flanders    in    cafe    of    Need^ 
«  That  He  thanked  your  Eminency  for  your 

*  Offers  and  Civilities ;  that  He  wanted  no 

*  Afliftance  to  chaftife  fuch  of  his  Subje6ts 
'  as  ihould  fail  of  their  Duty,    Their  Pun- 

*  ifhment   leing  afcertained  hy  his  opjn  Autho- 

*  rity,    and  the  Laws  of  England. 

An  Englifhman  could  not  have  wifned  a  ' 
a  nobler  ilnfwer,-  and  accordingly,  upon 
its  being  tranfmitted  into  France^  Rich- 
lieu  ordered  Monf.eur  D'Ejtrades  out  of 
England^  by  the  very  next  Pofl,  telimg 
Him  at  the  fame  Time,  that  before  the 
Year  came  about,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  Ihculd  repent  his   StifTnefs, 

The  Troubles  that  enfued  in  Great  Bri- 
tain^ during  the  reft  of  thib  unhappy  Reign, 
did  not  give  the  Court  Leave  to  attend  to  any 
Thing  that  paiTed  in  the  TJnited  Provinces  | 
wherefore,  I  ihall  ftay  no  longer  than  lo 
obferve,  that  had  not  Jamf.s  I  parted 
with  the  Cautionary  Towns y  'Tis  proDable 
They  wouli   have  aftorded  his  Son  a  lafe 

Retreatj 
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Retreat,  in  his  Extremity,*  which  might 
poflibly  have  given  a  Turn  to  the  Affairs 
of  England^  and  have  produced  an  Accom- 
modation. 

In  1649,  the  Parliament  of  England^ 
apprehenfive  that  Charles  II.  who  then 
refided  at  the  Hague ^  might  have  Credit 
enough,  by  Virtue  of  his  Alliance  with 
the  Houfe  of  Qrangt,  to  engage  the  State% 
General  in  Meafures  for  revenging  the  tra- 
gical Death  of  his  Father,  thought  fit 
to  fend  Mtnifters  to  the  Hague^  with  Pro- 
pofals  of  an  Alliance  between  the  two  Re- 
puhlicks.  But  the  Prince  of  Orange  Was 
then  fo  powerful  in  Holland^  that  the 
Englijh  Miniflers  could  not  obtain  fo  much 
as  a  public  Audience  of  the  States  General. 
One  of  Them,  Do^or  Dorijlaus^  was  Aflaf- 
finated  at  the  Ha<iue  by  the  Royalifls^ 
and  the  other  was  forced  to  return,  with- 
out having  done  any  Thing  in  his  Nego- 
tiation. 

Thofe  who  were  then  at  the  Head  of 
Affairs,  in  England.,  did  not  want  either 
Relolution  or  Inclination  to  punifh  the  In- 
jury They  had  received  in  the  Perfon  of 
Dorijlaus ;  but  Things  not  being  yet  ripe 
for  a  Quarrel  with  the  States  General^ 
the  Affront  was  Imothered;  and  in  16$% 
the    Parliament    fent    a  celebrated   Emhajfy 

to 


5t2        B  AT  AV  I  A    Partlll. 

to  the  Hague ^  with  Offers  of  an  Alliance 
Defetifwe  and  Offenfive  with  the  Keptihlk, 
TheDearhof  William  U,  Prime  oi  Orange^ 
which  happened  in  the  preceding  Year,  en- 
c(u raged  xXi^  Englijh  to  believe  their  Mi- 
n'lflers  would  novv  meet  with  a  better  Re- 
ception, than  the  Dutch  had  given  Them 
in  1649.  And,  indeed,  They  were  ad- 
mited  to  a  public  Audience  of  the  States 
General,  and  ComnnJJionen  were  nomi- 
naied  to  treat  v/i'h  Them,  but  the  Friends 
of  the  Houfe  of  Orange^  were  ftill  lo  puw- 
eriul  in  the  General  A^fewhly^  that  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  Enueavours  of  the  Pro^ 
'vince  of  Holland^  which  dreaded  a  Rup- 
ture wirh  England  on  Account  of  her 
Commerce,  the  Negotiations  were  unluc- 
cefstul,  and  the  Embafladors  returned  to 
Englmd^  without  concluding  any  Thing. 

Monsieur  de  Wit  mveighs  bitterly 
againft  the  Friends  of  the  Houje  of  Orar.ge^ 
for  rheir  Behaviour  on  thb  Occaficn,  \^a) 
He  affirms,  rhe  Engli^  Minjilers  ofrertd  to 
renew  the  Treaty  ot  Inter  omfe  concluded 
in  the  Year  149^,  between  Henry  VIF, 
and   Philip    Duke    of    Burgundy,    Count    of 


(a)  Seei?«';f>VsMemoires,Pwrn>  ^^^^  l^^' 

Holland^ 
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Holland^  &c.  by  which  the  Dutch  would 
have  cllabliilied  their  Commerce  with  B.yt^- 
land^  upon  a  very  advantagious  Footing^ 
and  have  procured  an  authentic  Atl  jdr  the 
Liberty  of  their  He-ring  Fiihery  upon  the 
Coafl  of  Great  Britain.  (/)  But  with  all 
the'  Ret  peel  that  is  due  to  the  Authority 
bf  Monfeur  de  l^it,  there  is  great  Reafon 
to  beheve,  that  not  even  the  moft  zeaious 
Friends  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  would 
have  been  fo  much  byalTed  by  iheir  Re- 
fpedt  or  Affedion  for  the  Rojal  Family  of 
England,  as  to  have  refufed  a  Treaty,  fo 
very  advantagious  to  their  Countjy.  And 
indeed,  it  appears  by  the  Account  Monfieur 
Bafnage  has  given  Us  of  this  Negotiation^ 
that  the  Englifh  Miniflers  did  not  offer  to 
renew  the  above-mentioned  Treaty- 

My  Lord  St.  John,    at    his  public  Audi- 
ence,   told  the  States  General,    '  That   the 

*  Alteration  of  Government  which  had  hap- 

*  ned  to   their  State  in  the  foregoing  Celt- 


(a)  Pifcatores  cujufcunque  Conditlonis  erunt,  pote- 
runt  ubique  ire,  Navigare  per  Mare  Tecute  pilcaa 
abfque  aliquo  Impedimento,  Licemia,  feu  lalvo_Lun. 
duclu.  See  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Henry  v  U,,  ««d 
Philip  Vuke  of  Burguady,  <(^c.  Traitcz  de  Paix,  Tume.  I3 
p.  784. 
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*  tury,   had    engaged   the  Englijh  to   aiUft 

*  Them  ;    and  that  England    having  now 

*  undergone    a  Revolution  alraoft    Parrallel 

*  to  their  Own,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  that 

*  the    States^   inftead  of   declaring  Them- 

*  felves  Enemies  to  the  new  Commonwealth^ 
'  would    unite  with   Her    in    the  flriftefl 

*  Manner.'     And   He   added,    *  That    the 

*  two  Republics,  fituated,  as  it  were,   with- 

*  in  fight  of  one  Another,  might  hold  the 

*  Ballance  of     Europe ,    by    joyning    their 

*  Forces,     whereas,     a      Mifunderftanding 

*  would  be  fatal,    both  to    their  Commerce 

*  and  Liberty ,  whofe  Foundations  were,  as 

*  yet,  but  ill  eftabliflied. '  This  was  the 
Subftance  of  what  the  Emhajfadors  fa  id  in 
their  Harrangue ,  and  Monfieur  Bafaage 
tells  us  plainly,  that  the  Commidioners 
nominated  by  the  States  General,  to  treat 
with  the  Englilh,  were  afioniili'd  to  find 
that  the  Emhajfadcrs  confined  Themfelves 
to  general  Fropofuions,  and  that  They  did 
little  more,  than  put  into  Writing  what 
They  had  fpoken  before,  at  their  puhlk 
Audience,    {a)  Bafnage  fays,  The  Dutch  M- 


(a)  See  Bafnage^  Annales  des  Provinces  Unies,  Fol. 
216. 

covered 
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covered  at  their  fir  11:  Conference  with  the 
-Englifh  MimflerSy    that  Cromwel  had  pro- 
jeded    the    Vmon    of    the    two  Repuhlkksy 
as  he  afterwards  explained   It,    under    the 
Title  of  Coalition ;    which    I  have  already 
taken  Notice  of,    and  ihall  examine  again 
in   the  Sequel,  (a)     But  the  Dutch  Commif- 
Jaries  who  had  no    Thoughts    of  fo  flridt 
an  engagement,    anfwered    in   their  Turn, 
with  looie  and   general  Promifes,  of  good 
Intelligence    and    Friendlliip;     at     which 
the  Englijh   Minifters    were    lo   fcandalifed, 
upon    a    Prefumption,    that  the    Advances 
They  had   made  on  the   Part  cf  Englan^^ 
would  have  been  received  with  more  Gra* 
titude,  that  They  refolved  to  return  Home, 
making  the  Infults  they  had   received  from 
the  Royalists  who  refided  at  the  Hague^ 
a  Pretext  for    demanding     their  Audiance^ 
of  Leauz*     And  now  it  was,  that  the  Dutch 
defired  in  Vain,   to  make  the  old   Treaty 
between  Henry  VII,    and    the   Duke    of 
BuRG.uNDY,    the  Foundation   of  a  new 
one.  {V)      The  Emhajfadors  declared   their 

Corn- 


er) See  Part  i.  Page  234. 

(Jb)  On  eut  beau  leur  propofer  le  Traite  d'  Entrecours, 

fait    par  Philipe,    Due  de   Bcurgogne,  Comte  de  Hol- 

lande,  &c.  avec  Henri  Vll,  Roi  d'  Angleierre  pour  fervir 

K.  k  3         '  de 
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CommifTion  expired,  and  that  they  had 
Orders  to  be  gone ;  but  fome  Days  after. 
They  demanded  another  Conference,  under 
the  Pretence  of  having  received  frefh  )n- 
ftrudtions  from  the  Parliametit ;  at  which j 
They  affedled  to  accept  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Treaty,  for  the  Bafis  of  their  Ne- 
gotiation, but  their  Propoials  Were  clogged 
with  fo  many  Difficulties,  that  it  was'im* 
pofTible  to  bring  the  Conferences  to  a 
good  Ifliie  J  and  accordingly  They  returned 
to  London^  without  having  concluded  one 
£ing!e  Point. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this 
Account,  as  It  contains  two  very  important 
Articles.  The  /r/?,  is  an  unqueftionable  Proof, 
that  'John  De  iVity   the  greateft  Statefinan  a^ 


cJe  Fondement  &  de  Bafe  a  un  hoveau  Projeft.*  lis  decla-^ 
rerent  que  leur  Commiflion  etoit  expiree  &  qu'  lis  avoient 
Ordre  departir.  lis  ne  laifferent  pas  de  demander  quelque 
Terns  apres  one  Conference  fur  la  nouvelle  Pcrmiffion,  qu'  lis 
difoicnt  avoir  obtenuduParlemcnt;  lis  teignirentd' accept 
ter  le  Traite  d'entrecours  &  de  batir  fur  le  meme  principe 
qu'  lis  avoient  rejette.  Mais  lis  fircnt  couler  dans  kufS 
Pro)e£i?,  i.  La  Necefllte  de  refufer  ieSecours  &  la  Re- 
traite  aux  Rebellcs  &  aux  Ennemis  de  la  Republique,  c'eft 
a  dire  au  Roi  d'  Angleterre  &  a  toute  la  maifon  royale* 
2.  D'afl'ifter  le  Parlement  centre  tousfes Ennemis.  3.  Erl- 
fin,  de  defendre  a  la  Princeffe  Royale  D'  Orange^  de  ren- 
drea  fa  Faihille  les  Devoirs,  &lesSecours,  que  la  Nature 
&  r  Amitie  exigeoientd'  Elle,  ^a[nage  Anoales  des  Pro- 
vinces unjesj  Fol.  216, 

mongft 
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mongfl:  the  Dutch,  thought  the  Revival  of 
the  Treaty  between  Henry  VII,  and  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy^  neceffary  for  affaring  the  Right 
of  his  Conntrymen  to  the  Herring  fifierj* 
And  the  fecond^  is  a  fair  Avowal,  ot  the  Hi- 
ftorian  of  the  States  General^  that  this  Treaty 
was  not  renewed,  and  that  the  Propofition 
of  building  a  fiew  Alliance  upon  It,  rdid  not 
come  from  the  Englijh^  as  De  Wit  would 
Infinuaie. 

Upon  the  Return  of  the  Emhajfadors  to 
Londoji^  the  Parliament,  irritated  againfl 
the  Dutch^  palled  an  Act  for  the  An^ 
mentation  of  Navigation  and  Commerce^  by 
which  all  foreign  Veflels  were  forbid  to 
bring  any  Commodities  into  England,  ex^ 
cept  fuch  as  were  of  the  proper  Growth  of  the? 
Country  to  which  they  hdonged  j  which  was.  in 
Effect  to  prohibit  the  Dutch  ComrAerce^  a 
great  Part  of  which,  then  confided,  as  it 
doth  ft  ill,  in  a  Tranfport  of  foreign  Com* 
modifies.  Such  a  A^  could  not  but  be  ill 
received  in  Holland,  and  accordingly,  feve- 
ral  Members  amongft  the  States  General, 
were  of  Opinion,  that  They  ought  imme-, 
diately  to  declare  War  againft  the  Parlia-. 
went;  but  the  Lofs  of  the  Battle  at  Wor- 
cester, having  entirely  defeated  the  Hopcs^ 
of  the  Royalifts  in  England,  and  eflablifli'd 
the  Authority  of  the  Parliament^  the  Ma^. 
Kk  I  joritj: 
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jority  of  the  States  General  thought  Tt  more 
Prudent  to  attempt  a  Reconciliation  by 
gentle   Methods. 

Agreeable  to  This,  Emhajfadors  were  fent 
to  London^  who  arrived  there  on  Chriflmas 
Day  i^ff,  and  were  received  with  a  great 
deal  of  Civility.  The  Parliament  gave 
Them  Audience  as  often  as  They  de- 
manded It,  and  heard  all  their  Complaints ; 
but  inflead  of  Satisfa£tion,  the  Englifh 
complained  in  their  Turn  of  the  Aflaffi- 
nation  of  DoriJIaus,  and  of  the  Lodes  the 
Nation  had  fuftained  from  the  Dutch  Pra^i" 
cesy  in  Points  of  Trade ^  both  in  Mufcovy^ 
Greenland y  and  the  Eaft- Indies  ;  particularly 
at  Amloina  and  Banda,  They  demanded 
that  all  Ships  of  War  belonging  to  the 
States  General  fliould  fir  ike  their  Colours 
to  the  Englijh  upon  all  Occurrences,  and 
that  not  as  a  mere  Civility,  done  to  a  fupe- 
rior  Nation,  but  as  a  Refped:  and  Hommage 
due  to  the  Mafters  of  the  Ocean ;  and  up- 
on this  Principle,  the  Englifh  claimed  the 
fole  Right  of  fitting  out  Fleet Sy  of  clearing 
the  Sea  of  Pjrates^  and  oi  fe arching  all  Veflels, 
whether  Men  of  War  x  Merchantmen,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  contruhand  Trade ^  relerv- 
ing  to  Themfelves,  the  faculty  of  declaring 
what  Species  of  Goods  fhould  be  efteemed 
contrahandy  amongft  Wnich,  They  compre- 
hended 
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bended  Corn^  the  Tranfport  of  which,  They 
had  a  Mind  to  prevent  They  demanded,  by 
way  of  Trihutey  the  tenth  Herringo^ slW  thcfe 
that  the  Dutch  (houid  take  on  the  Coafls  of 
Great  Britain  •*  They  required  like  wife  the 
entire  Payment  of  the  Voney  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth had  lent  the  States  General^  af- 
firming that  King  James  I,  had  been  im- 
pofed  upon  in  that  Particular :  And  laflly. 
They  demanded  that  Reparation  fhould  be 
made  for  the  Damages  the  Englijh  had  fuflain- 
ed  from  the  Dutch  in  the  B.afl-Indiesy 
fince  the  Year  161X3  which  were  efti- 
mated  at  above  two  Millions  Sterling  the 
Intereft  of  which  amounted  to  more  than 
the  Principal. 

It  is  not  confiftent  with  the  Concifencfs 
of  thisTradl,  to  fet  down  all  that  the  Dutch 
Hiftorians  affirm  their  Emhaffadors  to  have 
faid  in  Oppofirion  to  thefe  leveral  Preten- 
tions. But  upon  the  wiiole,  The  Dutch  ob- 
ferved,  that  Peace  and  Commerce  could  not 
poffibly  fubfift  between  the  two  Nations, 
if  the  Englifli  continued  their  Tirades  \  {a) 


(a)  '  Twas  thus  They  ftiled  the  Enteipriaes  of  two 
Privateers,  to  whom  the  Parliament  had  granted  Let^ 
ters  of  RcprifaJ,  for  Damages  formerly  fuftained  by  the 
Dutch. 

K  k  4  and 
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and  They  afrirrred  the  Hollanders   had  al- 
ready  lofl  thirty  iihips  for  which  no  Satif- 
ifadion   could   be  obtained,   upon  their  re- 
peated Complaints.    The  E  ibassadors  like- 
wife,  demanded  the  Repeal  of  the  J^  for 
the  Augmentation    of  Navigation    and    Com* 
wer(;e,    by  way    of   Preliminary-     But  the 
Bnglijh  would  recede    from  none  of  their 
Pretentions.    In  fliorr,  Cromwel  was  be- 
?:ome  Mafter   of  Affairs,   and  had  relolved 
a  War  With  the   Dutch    The  States  Ge- 
neral   endeavoured    all    They  could    in 
Honour,  to  prevent  It,  and  with  that  View, 
Mpnfteur  t^ieuj)ort^  Receiver  General  of  North 
Holland^  was  diipatched  into  England^  where 
be    had   a   great  many    Friends;  But    the 
States  at  the   fame  Time  diredled  their 
EmhaJJadors  to    oppofe    the    Pretentions  of 
England  to  the  Dominion  oi  the  Sea.     They 
alfo  fent  Orders  to  their  Admiral^    the  ce- 
lebrated Tromp,  not  to  fuffer  the  Englijh 
to  fearch  their  Merchantmen  upon  any  Pre- 
text whatever,    and  that  He  might  be  able 
to  execute  their  Commands,  It  was  refolv- 
ed  in   Holland,    to  fit  out   a  Fleet  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Sail  of  Ships  ;    Notice  of 
which,  was,  given  by  the  Dutch  Minifters  to 
the  feveral  neighbouring  Courts,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  Parliament   of  England, 
who  were  told,  that  their  High  Mighti- 

nejfes 
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nejfa    Fleet  was   equipped   with   no  other 
Defi^n,  than  to  keep  the  Sea  clear  of  Py- 
rateSy    to   protedt  the  Navigation  and  Ow- 
werce  of  their  Subjects,  and  to  prevent   a 
Rupture  between  the  two  Nations,  by  fearch- 
ing    and   taking  their    Merchantmen.    This 
tacit    Reproach     animated   the   l^arliawent^ 
who  affirmed  that   the  Empire  of  the  Sea 
belonged  to  England,   and  tnat  They  would 
not  tail  to  maintain  It.    In  (liorr,  Hoflilities 
were  foon  after  commenced  upon  the  Sub- 
ject of  the   Flag,    Commadore  Toung^  having 
met  with  a   Dutch  Fleet  of  Merchant  Ship, 
under  the  Convoy  of  a  Squadron  of  their 
Men  of  iVar,   commanded  by  a  f^ice  Admi- 
ral^  the  EngUjh   Officer    required  the  Dutch 
to  lower  their  Colours,    which  being  refufed, 
a  Iharp  Engagement  enfued,  and  the  Dutch 
Admiral  was   obliged    at  lad  to  ftrike  his 
Flag'    This  Adlion  was  foon   followed  by 
another  of  more  Importance,  between  the 
famous    Blake    and  ^^w/r^/ T romp,    the 
Relation  of  which,    may    be   feen   in  Lord 
Clarendon,     and    the  other  Writers  of  that 
■Ag^*  (/)    ^7  Defign  does  not  permit  me 
to  relate  the  Particulars  of  the  War,  which 


(a)  This  Engagement  was  foughC  between  Dover  a.!?d 
^alaiSi  in  May y    16-52;.  .. 

was 


522       B  A  r  A  V  1  A    Part  III. 

was  profecnted  with  I'uch  Vigour,  that  in 
the  Coinpafs  of  eighteen  Months,  there 
was  no  lefs  than  Jix  fet  Engagements^  he- 
tween  the  grand  Fleets  of  England  and  Hol- 
land, befides  other  Fights  and  Skirmifhes, 
of  fmall  Squadrons,  and  fingle  Ships, 

It  is  remarkable,  That  during  the  Courfe 
of  this  fliort  but  ruinous  War,  the  States 
General^  or  at  lead,  the  States  of  Holland^ 
hardly  ever  difcontinued  their  Negotiations^ 
in  Order  to  obtain  a  Peace;  and  indeed, 
It  is  no  Wonder  They  were  weary  of  a 
Quarrel  which  exhaufted  their  Treafury,  and 
deflroyed   their  Commerce. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1^5"  3, 
Monsieur  De  Wit  was  chofen  Grand 
Fenjionary  of  Holland^  and  diftinguiflied  his 
Encerance  upon  that  Miniftry  by  a  Strain  of 
a  very  extraordinary  Nature.  The  States 
of  Holland  being  aflembled,  the  Fenfio- 
vary  exaded  an  Oath  of  Secrecy  from  all 
the  Members  of  that  Aflembly,  and  then 
propofed,  that  Holland  (hould  enter  into  a 
feparate  Negotiation  with  the  Parliament  of 
England^  without  the  Knowledge  or  Parti- 
cipation of  the  other  Provinces;  and  having 
carried  his  Propofition,  the  Provincial  States 
of  Holland^  wrote  privately  to  the  Parlia- 
rnent^  and  reprefented  in  a  pathetick  Man- 
ner the   Inconveniencies   that  each  Nation 

fufFered 
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fufTered  by  a  Continuance  of  the  War.    De 
Wit,    was    encouraged  to  take    this  Step, 
from  an  Information  He  had  received  of  a 
Mifunderftanding   between    Oliver  Cromwel 
and   the    Parliament^  who  being  jealous  of 
their    General^   would    be   apt   to  improve 
this   Overture  of    Peace,   in  Order  to  re- 
trench  his  Power.    But  Cromivel,  who  had 
penetrated  De  Wit's  Intention,  and  was  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  Temper  of  Thole 
He    had    to  do  with  at  Home,    was  no 
fooner    Mafter   of  the  Letter^  the  Secret  of 
which    had    been    fo    religioufly  kept    in 
Holland^  than  he  ordered   It  to  be  printed 
and  published,  with  a  very  infulting  Title,  (a) 
reprefenting  the  Dutch  as  a  People  already 
conquered ;    in  which  he  had  two   Defigns, 
firfly  to  fow  Dijfention  between  Hoiked  and 
the  other  Provinces;    and  fecondly,    to  en- 
gage the  Englifh  Nation  to  defire  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  War^  which  was  ablolutely  ne- 
ceflary    for   Him,    at   a  Time    when    He 
had   refolved  the  Redudion  of  the  Par  Ha- 
ment^   and  confequently  flood  in  more  need 
of  his  Army  than  ever. 

The  Parliament,  on  the  other   Hand, 
furprized  at  Cromwefs  Conduct,  was  in  good 

C«)  The  Title  was,  JS^  tkrice  humble  Supplication  of 
the  btates  of  Holland,  reho  petition  the  ParJiameoc  for 
Fcace. 

Earnefl 
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Earned  for  Peace,  and  not  only  aniv  ererl 
the  Letter  lent  Them  by  the  Tro'u  ue 
of  Holland^  but  wrote  another  to  the 
States  General,  who  were  furprized  to 
difcover  from  their  Enemy  s  Letter,  that  the 
Trovince  of  Holland,  had  entered  into  a 
Negotiation  without  their  Concurrence. 
Groninghen  complained  loudly  againfl: 
the  States  of  Holland,  for  infringing  the 
Union,  and  the  other  Provinces  murmur- 
ed in  Proportion  to  their  Inclinations  for 
the  Houfe  of  OrangEj  and  the  King  of 
England.  In  the  Parliaments  Letter  to 
the  States  Generaly  They  attributed  the  War 
to  the  precipitate  Retreat  of  Monjieur  PAuWy 
Emhaffador  Extraordinary  from  their  Hi^ 
Might inejfes  to  the  Parliament;  but  They 
continued  to  propofe  the  fame  Conditions 
of  Peace,  that  Pauw  had  rejedted.  The 
States  of  Holland  were  firm  in  their  In- 
tentions to  treat,  and  propofed  that  all 
Hoflilities  Ihould  immediately  ceafe,  and 
be  fufpended,  'till  the  Peace  could  be  made. 
But  all  that  the  States  General  could  be 
brought  to  relolve,  after  very  long  De- 
bates, was  to  anfwer  the  Parliament's  Let« 
ter,  expreffing  their  Defire  to  treat  in  a 
Neutral  Place,  and  their  Refolutions  to  fend 
Plenipotentiaries  thither  when  It  ihould  be 
agreed  on. 
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What  Effe£t  this  Letter  would  have  had 
in  England,  is  uncertain;  for  whilft  the 
States  General  were  debating  at  thQ  Hague, 
Cromwel  had  turned  the  Parliament  out 
of  Doors,  and  was  abfolute  Mafter  of  the 
Adminilt ration.  The  Dutch  were  in  Hopes, 
however,  of  reaping  fome  notable  Advan- 
tage from  the  inteftine  Divifions  of  the 
Engl'tjh,  but  were  difappointed  in  their  Ex- 
pedations;  for  whiUI  Cromwel  made  Him- 
felf  abfolute  at  Home,  He  took  proper 
Mcafures  to  have  a  Fleet,  able  to  fupport  the 
Glory  of  his  Arms,  and  render  the  Nation 
formidable  to  Her  Enemies.  In  the  mean 
Time,  to  amufe  the  States  General,  Crom- 
WEL  anfwered  the  Letter  They  had  wrote 
to  the  Parliament,  profefTing  his  Inclinations 
for  the  Peace,  and  his  Readinefs  to  Treat 
in  a  Neutral  Place ;  but  He  would  not  de- 
viate from  the  Plan  that  had  been  exhibi* 
ted  to  Monfieur  Pamvy  in  the  foregoing  Year. 
The  States  General  on  the  Contrary,  de- 
fired  to  reaffume  the  Projedl  that  had  been 
concerted  at  the  Hague  in  1651,  but  after 
fome  warm  Debates  in  their  Aflembly,  the 
particular  Interefl  of  the  Province  of  Holland 
prevailed,  and  it  was  refolved  to  fend  Em^ 
laffadors  to  London,  with  full  Powers  to 
treat  and  conclude  the  Peace, 

During 
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During  thefe  Tranfadlions  Monk,  had 
fought  the  Dntch  Fleets  and  defeated  Them 
in  two  fubfequent  Engagements,  which  fo 
alarmed  the  ^')tates  of  Holland,  that  They 
hurried  Monfieur  Van  Beverning  into  England, 
without  his  Colleagues,  whofe  Equipages 
were  not  ready.  Fan  Beverning  found  Crom- 
WEL  at  the  Head  of  a  Council  of  State^ 
compofed  of  the  principal  Officers  of  the 
Army,  to  whom  he  propofed  a  Treaty,  up- 
on the  Plan  that  had  been  projedted  at  the 
Hague y  in  1 6  f  i  ;  but  Cromwel  anfwered  him 
fiercely,  that  He  would  not  enter  into  any 
Negotiation,  except  under  two  Conditions : 
The/r/?,  That  Satisfadlion  fhould  be  made 
for  the  Infults  offered  by  Tromp  to  the  Eng- 
lijh  Flag:  And  fecondly.  That  there  iliould 
be  no  sufpenfion  of  Arms  'till  the  Treaty 
was  concluded.  But  after  the  Arrival  of 
the  other  EmhajJadorSy  Cr-omwel,  as  I 
have  already  obfervcd,  (a)  explained  Him- 
felf  more  fully,  declaring  his  Jealoufy  of 
the  Dutch  Commerce,  and  his  Opinion  that 
there  could  never  be,  a  fure  and  lafting 
Peace  between  the  two  Nations,  'till   there 


(*)  See  Part  i.  Page  234* 

jhould 
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Jhodd  le  a  Coalition  of  Interefls;  hj  unU 
tinq   Them  under  one  and  the  fame    Govern" 


d3 

ment» 


It  is  no  Wonder,  the  Dutch  Emhajfadors 
were  afloniflied  at  fo  extraordinary  a  Pro- 
pofition ;  wlaicU  is  indeed,  from  its  fm- 
praticablenefs,  a  convincing  Proof,  that 
how  well  foever  Cromwel  might  underfland 
the  Affairs  of  England,  }'et  that  He  was 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  interior  methods 
of  Government  in  the  TJnited  Provinces^  as 
well  as  of  the  particular  Difpnfition  and  In- 
tentions of  the  feveral  Regents  in  the  Tro- 
vince  o^  Holland* 

Had  Cromwel  confider'd,  that  all  thofe 
who  compofe  the  Body  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral, as  well  as  the  feveral  AUemblies  of  the 
Provincial  States;  that  every  Burgo- 
master, and  I  had  almofl  faid  every  Member 
of  the  feveral  town-Councils^  were  really  fo 
many  Sovereigns;  and  that  They  had  al- 
ready conceived  the  Intention  ot  perpetua- 
ting their  Jeveral  Dignities  in  their  own  Fa- 
milies ;  had  He  known  that  the  Regents  of 
the  fingle  Town  of  Amflerdam  had  many 
Jhoufands  ofPofts  in  their  Difpofaly  and  that 
the  Revenue  of  that  one  City,  was  not  lefs  in 
His  Time  than  1600000  Pounds  Sterling  per 
Annum  J  all  of  It  fubmitted  to  the  Manage- 
ment   of  the  fame  Regekts,  He  would 

have 
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have  immediately  concluded  It  unreafonable, 
to  exped  fo  gteat  a  Difmtereftednefs  in  the 
Perfons  concerned,  as  would  be  neceffary 
to  induce  Them  to  abandon  fuch  extraor- 
dinary Priviledges,  and  fo  great  a  Degree  of 
Power,  where  no  Equivalent  could  he  offered 
them* 

But  befides  the  Terfonal  Intereft  of  the 
Regents^  That  of  the  State  in  Genera  Ij  was 
indeed  equally  repugnant  to  the  projected 
Coalition;  and  accordingly  the  Dutch  Em- 
laffadors  reprefented  it  as  a  Thing,  utterly 
impra61:icable,  But  the  Perfons  they  had  to 
do  with,  were  not  to  be  eafily  perfuaded. 
After  having  dethroned  their  King^  and  fur- 
mounted  inumerable  Obflacles,  It  is  no  won- 
der if  they  thought  thcmf elves  able  to  give 
Law  to  the  Dutch^  efpecially  after  hav- 
ing defeated  Them  in  leveral  Bloody  En- 
gagements. Agreeable  to  this,  Cromwel 
was  fo  firm  in  his  Demand  of  the  Vnion, 
that  the  AmhaJJadors  thought  fit  to  detach 
two  of  their  Body  to  confuk  their  Prin- 
cipals in  Holland^  and  receive  frelh  Inftruc- 
tions  tor  their  Condudt  in  a  Point  of  fo  de- 
licate a   Nature. 

I  have  already  taken  Notice  that  during 
the  abfence  of  thefe  AmhaJfadorSy  sl  bloody 
Engagement  was  fought  btween  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  fkets^  in  which  Admiral  Tromp 

was 
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v/as  kill'd,  and  Monk  acquired  immortal  Ho- 
nour, (rt)  This  was  the  laft  Ad  of  Hoftili- 
ty  between  the  two  Nations,  during  the 
Time  of  Crom  wel;  for  though  the  Em- 
lajfadors  returned  with  exprefs  Orders  to 
rejed  the  Vnm  of  the  two  Repullich,  yec 
there  was  an  Expedient  foon  founds  that 
paved  the  Way  to  a  Treaty,  This  was  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  from  the 
StadthoUerJhip  of  the  Province  of  Holland^ 
the  Hiftory  of  which  the  Reader  will  re- 
member to  have  read  in  the  firft  Part  of  this 
Book,  to  which  I  refer  Him^  and  will  ftay 
no  longer,  than  to  obfervethat  Cromwel's 
Acceptation  of  the  Exclufon  of  the  young 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  Lieu  of  the  Coalition^ 
is  an  undeniable  Proof,  that  he  demanded 
the  Latter,  from  a  Motive  of  felf  Interefl:  • 
becaufe,  I  dare  affirm,  it  could  not  be  the 
Interefl  of  the  Nation  to  aboliih  the  Oifice 
of  Stadtholder*  On  the  other  Hand,  the 
Manner  in  which  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Ex' 
clujion  was  conduced  in  Holland^  the  pro* 
found  Miftery  that  was  made  of  It,  and 
the  future  Condud  of  Monjieur  De  Wit  to* 
wards    the   Houfe  of  Orange^  when    Crom* 


i^  See  Part  ij  Pige  239. 
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ivei  was  no  more,  hath  made  It  very  probable 
that  De  Wit  Himfelf,  encouraged  the  Protedor 
to  infift  upon  that  Demand,  and  it  n^ay  be, 
that  He  fuggefted  it  to  Him 

Be  this  as  it  wiil,  the  Province  of  Holland 
having  engaged  by  a  feparate  Article,  never 
to  have  a  Stadtholder,  the  Fc-^re  was  concluded 
at  Wefimi niter ^  on  the  $tho?  April  1654  (^) 
the  principal  Conditions  of  which  were  as  fol- 
low, That  neither  of  the  two  Repuh licks  fhould 
give  Reception,  Succour,  Protedion,  or  AfTif- 
tance,  to  the  Enemies,  or  rebellious  Suhjeds  of 
tiie  other;  that  the  Freedom  cf  Navigation 
and  Commerce  fliould  be  reltored  between  the 
two  Nations,  who  obliged  Themfelves,  re^ 
ciprocally,  to  defend  each  other's  Ships  in 
cale  they  were  attack'dby  any  other  Power,- 
but  the  Superiority  of  the  Flag  was  en- 
tirely yielded  to  England^  and  the  Dutch 
Men  of  War  were  to  ftrike  their  Colours  to 
the  Englijh^  upon  all  Occafions.  The  Re- 
puhlic  of  the  Vnited  Provinces^  obliged  Her 
felf  to  profecute  and  puniih  the  Authors 
of  the  Majfacre  of  Amboina^  if  They  were 
yet  alive  5  and  to  fend  Commiflioners  to 
London^  to  adjuft  the  Difputes  of  the  feve- 
ral  India  Companies  of  both  Nations,  and  to 
fettle  the  Amount  of  the  Loffes  fuftained  by 

(«)Scethe  Treaty  atlarge,  rr«^^</^  Pa/x,  Tom,  3.?.  ^47 
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the  Englifh  in  the  Eaf-Indies,  Brazil:,    Muf^ 
covy^    and  Greenland,  &cc.    that    Reftituticri 
might  be  made  by  the   Stares  General ;  and 
if   the  Commifwners  appointed   by  the  two 
Nations   fliould  not  be  able  to   adjuft    the 
Points    in    difpute,    then    the    Decifion   of 
Them  was  to  be  left  to  the  Swifs  Cantons, 
who    were  pitched    upon   for    Arbitrators. 
The  King  of  Denmark^  after  a  great  deal  of 
Diilicaky  on  the  Part  of  Crovyiwel^  was   ino 
eluded  in  the  Treaty    as  an  Ally    of  HoU 
land^  the  States  General  engaging  to  make 
good  the   Lofles  that  the  Englifh  Merchants 
had  fuftained    by  the   Seizure  that    Prince 
had  made    of  their  Ships  in  the   Port  of 
Copenhagen,    Laflly,  Tn  order  to  render  the 
Alliance  firm  and  lading,    the  States  Gene- 
ral promifed  not    to    confer  the    fupream 
Command  of  their  Forces,  either  by  Seaot 
Land,  upon  any  Perfon  that  would  nor  oolige 
Himfelf  by  Oath  to  an  exa(^  ObfervLtion 
of  the  Treaty. 

Thus  the  Peace  was  made  between  the 
two  Nations,  which  occafioned  an  tvtreata 
Joy  in  the  Vnited  Provinces;  infomuch^ 
that  feveral  Medals  were  ftruck  to  per^ 
pctuate  the  Memory  of  an  Event  fo  ex- 
tremly  Important  to  the  Repuhlic,  Thar  o^ 
Amflerdam^  reprefented  Teace  and  Jujlici 
united  together  and  on  Foot,  with  the  fe- 
L  1  %  veraJ 
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veral  Symbols  proper  to  each  Goddefs ;  and 
in  the  Margin  were  thefe  Words, 

Hac  mih'i  erunf  Artes* 

On  the  Reverfe  was  the  following,  Infcription, 

Quod  fcclix  fiwfluryjque  yf/, 
Poji  atrox  Bellumy 
^Imd  inter 
Angl'iC{e  Belgicieque  Reipuhlkce  Reilores 
Bis  fruflra  tent  at  is  Pads 
Conditionihus^  Anno  CIOI^CLII  exarjiiy 
In    ^SjfP  Maximis 
Vtrinque  Claffihus  fex  feptentrionali^ 
Duo   Mediterranio  Mari 
Pugnata  fmt  cruenta  Praliay 
Del  optimi  maxitni  Beneficio,  Aufpiciis 
Olivarii  Magna  Britannia  Protefloris, 

Fcederati  Belgii  Ordinumy 

Tax  cum  antiquo  Fadere  reftituta^ 

Cujus  Optima^ 

Rerum  in  memoriam 

Sempiternam  Senatus  Populufque 

Amjlelodamenfis 
Ploc  Monumentum  fieri  curarunt. 

But  It  is  much  eafier  to  ftipulate  the 
Conditions  of  an  Alliance  than  to  procure 
the  Execution  of   Them.      The    States 

General 
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General  were  extreamly  dilTatisfied  with 
the  *"ondu<5t  of  Holland^  and  the  Exclufi- 
on  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  fo 
very  warmly  conreited,  even  among  the 
States  of  that  Trovince^  that  if  any  Man 
lefs  able  than  Monfieur  De  Wit,,  had  been  at 
thv^  Head  of  the  Adminiflration,  there  is 
great  Reafon  to  beheve,  Holland  would  not 
have  ratified  the  Article  of  the  Exdufion. 
But  the  Dread  They  were  under  of  the 
Enghfh  Fleet,  and  the  total  Deftrudtion  of 
their  Commerce,  having  at  laft  determined 
that  Province,  She,  by  adhering  firmly  to 
her  own  Refolutions,  brought  over  the 
States  General;  in  Confequence  of  which, 
the  Treaty  was  ratify ed  and  executed  in 
all  its  Points.  The  States  begun  with 
paying  nine  hundred  and  jourfcore  Thottfand 
Florins  for  their  Ally  the  Ring  of  Den^ 
MARK,  by  Way  ot  Compenfation  to  the 
Englijh  Merchants,  for  the  Ships  that  had 
been  feized  by  that  Prince,  at  the  opening 
of  the  War.  The  next  Difficulty  was  to 
regulate  and  to  fatisfy  the  Lofles  fuftained 
by  the  Englipn  in  the  Eafl- Indies^  in  Order 
to  which,  the  Putch  complied  very  exadJy 
with  the  Terms  of  the  Treaty,  and  fent 
CommifTioners  into  England  within  the  limi- 
ted Tune,  who  agreed  to  reftore  the  IJle 
©t  Polerorty  to  make  Satisfadion  to  the  Heirs 
LI  3  aD4 
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3nd  Executors  of  Thofe  who  had  been  Maf- 
facred  at  Amhoina^  and  to  furnifli  nine  hun- 
dred thoufand  Livres^  at  two  Payments,  by 
Way  of  Compofition,  for  all  the  Pretentions 
that  England  might  hitherto  have  againft 
Them.  But  notwithft  ending  all  This,  Crom- 
WEL  continued  to  fearch  their  Merchant 
Ships,  and  difturb  their  Herring  Pijhery.  In 
Short  the  TroteHor  knew  the  Superiority  of 
the  Engjifh  over  the  Dutch y  and  in  the  Year 
beP-jre  He  died,  which  was  in  165-8,  He  con- 
tradted  the  Secret  Alliance  with  Lewis  XIV, 
which  I  have  already  mentioned  under  the 
Title  of  Secretum  ^  inviolalik  Faedus^  in 
which  He  engaged  Himfelf  to  make  War 
upon  Spain^  and  the  Zinited  Provinces^  in 
Conjundion  with  France^  and  to  divide  with 
that  Croan  the  Conquefls  that  ihould  be 
made  in  tha  Netherlands  But  whether  this 
was  his  real  Intention,  or  whether,  as  Mou^ 
Jieur  Wkquefort  infinuates,  He  had  refolved 
a  little  before  his  Death,  to  abandon  France^ 
and  embrace  the  Offers  of  Spain^  is  one 
of  thofe  Doubts  to  which  Hiftory  is  lia- 
ble, and  which  can  never  be  cleared  up. 

Upon  Cromwel's  Death,  the  above- 
mentioned  Treaty  remained  in  Force,  and 
continued  fo,  'till  after  the  Reflauration, 
that  a  new  Alliance  was  made  between 
the    States  General  and    Charles  II.    \^ 

the 
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the  mean  Time,    Richard  Cromwel  fuc- 
ceeded  his  Father  in  the  Prote^orfhip  5  and 
there  cannot  be  a  more    convincing  Proof 
oi  the  ftrong  Apprehenfions  the  Dutch  enter- 
tained  of     Oliver    Cromwel    and    the 
Force  of  the  EngUJh  Nathn,  than  the  Com- 
plaifance  They  mewed  to  his  Son  Rkhard^ 
even  after  he  had  proved  Himfelf    unable 
to    fuftain    that    Building    his  Father  had 
credted.     The    Eaji -India    Company    of  Hol- 
land^  having   feized  and    coniifcated    fome 
Englifh  Ships  at  Bantam^    Richard  ordered 
his  Repdent  Downing   to  complain  of  It  at 
the    Hague^    upon   which  Downing    having 
conferred  with    Monfieur    De  IVit,  and   fet- 
tled the  Value  of  the  Ships  confifcated,  at 
Jix  hundred  thoufand  Florins^    the  States  Ge^ 
neral^    in    their   Legijlative  Capacity^    conx" 
manded    their  Eaji-hdia    Company^    to  pay 
tha'v  Sum  to  the  Proprietors,  {a)    A  Juftice 
fo    much    the    more   remarkable,    as    the 
Power  of  that  Company  is  fo  exceilive  m 
the  Vnited  Provinces^    that   She   may  well 
be   confidered    as   an  overgrown    Member, 
entirely  dilproportioned  to  the  Body. 


ia)  Annales  des  Provioces  Ujics,  par  Bafnage,  Fol, 
L  I  4  Charles  If^ 
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Charles  IT,  was  at  Brujfelsy  when 
Monk  began  to  pave  the  Way  for  his 
Reftauration,  from  whence  he  removed  to 
Bteiia  at  the  Defire  of  that  General,  and 
when  Things  were  ripe  for  His  com^ 
ing  into  England,  his  Majefty  refolved  to 
take  the  Hague  in  his  Way,  where  He  paid 
a  Vifu  both  to  the  States  General, 
and  the  States  of  Holland,  in  their 
feveral  Aflemblies;  who  omitted  no  Ho- 
murs  that  might  ferve  to  perfwade  the 
^ing  of  their  prefent  Refpeft  and  Attach- 
ment, or  efface  from  his  Memory  the 
hard  Treatment  He  had  formerly  received 
from  Them. 

It  is  not  my  Bufmefs  to  relate  the  feve- 
ral Ceremonies  that  pafled  on  this  Occa- 
ficn  The  King  being  arrived  at  the 
Hague^  the  States  General  went  to 
compliment  Him  in  a  Body,  and  Monjieur 
De  Wit^  who  was  the  Mouth  of  the  Re^ 
puhlk^  ended  his  Harrangue  with  defiring 
his  Majefly  to  honour  the  States  General 
ivith  his  Good  Will,  and  to  iflue  his  Or- 
ders for  negotiating  an  Alliance  that  might 
be  the  moft  intimate,  the  Jlrongefi,  and  the 
mod  important  c<f  either  State.  In  anfwer 
to  which,  the  King  aifured  the  States  of 
his  Refolution  to  give  "^tiem  the  ftrongeft 
Proofs  of  his  Efteem  and  Affedion  upon  all 

Occ^- 
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Occafions,  that  He  would  ccntra6t  a  ve- 
ry clofe  Alliance  with  tlieir  High  Migh- 
tinesses, and  that  He  Ihould  env^y  any 
other  Pri^.ce,  whofe  Friendfliip  They 
might  let  a  greater  Value  upon  than  His 
own. 

The  King  embarked  for  England  in  June 
1660,  and  tho'  the  States  General  had 
already  given  Him  the  utmoft  marks  of 
Refpe£t  and  Friend  Hiip,  yet  They  re- 
Iblved  to  lend  Emhajfadors  extraordinary,  to 
the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  who  w  ere  to 
renew  their  Profeffions,  and  conclude  a 
frclli  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Alliance. 
The  Embassadors  received  the  fame  Com- 
pliments at  London,  which  the  King  had 
before  made  to  Their  Mafters  at  the 
Hague;  but  when  They  gave  an  Ac- 
count of  their  Reception,  They  reprefent- 
ed  at  the  fame  Time,  that  their  Negotia- 
tion was  like  to  be  long  and  difficult,  and 
the  Succefs  of  It  very  uncertain^  becaufe 
the  Commijfioners  appointed  to  treat  with 
Them,  had  renewed  all  the  Dfflculties  and 
OljeUions  that  had  been  made  in  Crom^ 
wel's  Time,  before  the  opening  of  the 
War,  and  that  They  perfifled  in  their  Re- 
folution  to  conclude  an  Alliance,  in  uhicli 
the  Advantage  would  be  entirely  on  the 
Min^s    Side,    previouOy   to   the  Treaty  of 

C0m^ 
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Commerce,  which  was  demanded  on  the  Part 
of  the  States  Getter aL 

The  Truth  is,  The  Negotiation  couid 
not  but  be  extreamly  difficult ;  for  it  was 
equally  Inconfiftent  with  the  Honour  of 
Charles  II,  to  fufFer  the  Alliance  for- 
merly made  by  Cromwel,  to  fubfift 
any  longer,  or,  to  contract  a  new  One 
without  improving,  or  at  leaft  without  pre- 
ferving  the  fame  Advantages  and  Preten- 
tions which  Cromwel  had  done,  in  all  their 
Extent.  But  that  which  was  ftiU  more  like- 
ly to  ruin  their.  Negotiation,  was,  his  Maje- 
fljs  Refentment  for  the  ill  Ufage  He  had  re- 
ceived from  Them  during  his  Exile:  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  theComplim.ents  that  had  paiTed 
on  either  Side  at  the  Hague,  the  Kifig  could 
never  forgive  the  States  the  Complaifance 
They  had  fliewn  for  Cromwel,  and  their 
cruel  and  ungrateful  Treatment  of  the  young 
Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Princefs  his  Mo- 
ther, who  was  his  Majeflys  Sifter,  and  ex- 
treamly dear  to  Him :  to  which  we  may 
add,  That  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had 
a  very  great  Influence  over  his  Brother^ 
was  an  utter  Enemy  to  the  Dutch;  He 
remembred  the  Infults  He  had  receiv- 
ed at  the  HaguCy  and  longd  to  be  re* 
venged. 

It 
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It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  the  Emhaf- 
fadors   forefavv   the   Difficulties   They  were 
hke   to   meet    with  in    their  Negotiation ; 
and  iF  They  at  laft  lucceeded,  it  muft    be 
certainly  attributed  to  the  Necellity  of  the 
Times,  and  the  unfetled  State  cf  Affairs  in 
England^  rather  than  any   dilpofition  in  the 
Court  to  keep  Mealures  with  the  States  Ge* 
neral     Charles  II,  had  Icarce  regamed  the 
Throne,    when    he    gave   his   Subjects  the 
utmoft  Caufe  of  Dilcontent,    by  the   Sale 
of  Dunkirk    to    the  King   of    France; 
a  Bargain,    in  its  own  Nature  very  inglo- 
rious tor  the  Prince,  as  well  as  detrimental 
to   the   People,    but   doubly  fo,    from  the 
Motives  that  induced  the  King  to  conclude 
It,  which  were  the  Defire  of  having  a  lit- 
tle  ready   Money,    to  tiirow  away  as   he 
thought  fit,  and  the  AfTurances  He  received 
from  France  of    a    powerful    Proteflion  a- 
gainfl  any  Attempts  of  his  Subjeds.    The  ill 
Blood  that  this  occafioned,  added  to  theDif. 
putes  that   reigned    in  England^  concerning 
the  A^  of  Vniformity^  feemed  to  threaten 
an  Infurredion  on  the  Part  of   thofe  who 
retained  a  great  deal  of  the  old  Leaven,  and 
this  forced  the  King,  very  much  againll  his 
Inclinations,  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  the 
States  General  in  September    1662,    contain- 
ing  little  more  than  a  Renewal  of  that 

con- 
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ccncluded  with  Cromvoel  fome  Years  before* 
after  It  had  been  executed  in  every  Point, 
except  the  Reflitution  of  the  Ifle  of  Pckron, 
which  the  States  now  gave  up  with  a  great 
deal  of  Alacrity,  by  Way  of  Compofition 
for  all  other  Pretenfions,  which  the  Englifh 
might  have  upon  Them,  for  any  Loffes 
fuflained  in  the  Eajl-Indks  before  the  Year 
I  '*'  S  9.  (^)  The  Article  which  did  the  mod 
Honour  to  England^  was  that  of  the  Flag, 
in  which  the  Dutch  confented  to  ftrike 
their  Colours  to  the  Englijh;  but  becaufe 
this  Article  was  couched  in  general  Terms, 
and  It  was  not  laid,  that  a  Fleet  or 
Squadron  belonging  to  their  High  Mighti- 
Tieffes,  fhould  flrike  to  2lP  leaf  are- i^oat,  a  Fac^ 
quet,  a  Tatchty  or  a  /ingle  Man  of  War^ 
belonging  to  the  King  of  England;  This 
gave  Room  to  Chicane,  and  was  after- 
wards the  Pretext  of  a  War  between  the 
two  Nations. 

In  169}  Charles  II,  wrote  a  Letter  to 
the  States  of  Holland,  in  which  He  told 
Them,  that  as  it  was  impoflible  for  Him, 
who  was  abfent,    and  at  that  Diftance,  to 


i<i)  Sec  the  Treaty  at  large,  Traite^  de  Paix,  Tome  IV. 
Page  46. 
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take  fufficient  Care  of  the  Education  of  his 
Nephew,  the  young  Prince  of  Orange,    He 
defired  Them  to  perform  that  Office   con- 
jointly with  the  Prmefs  Dowager ;  and  His 
Majefty  added,  that  as  his  Requeft  was  an 
Effect  of  the  great  Confidence    He  placed 
in  Them,    their  Compliance  would  be  ex- 
treamly   agreeable  to  Him.  (ji)     But  Mon^ 
fieur  De  Wit^  whom  the  King  had    a  Mind 
to  gain  by  Marks  of  Confidence,  and  who 
was  refolved  not    to  be  gained,    was   ex- 
treamly   difconcerted    by    this   Letter;  and 
having  confulted   his  particular  Friend,  the 
Count  D'Eftrades,  who  was  then  the  French 
Kings  Emhaffador  in  Holland^    that  Minifter 
reprefented  to   Him  with  a   great   deal  of 
Prudence,  that  It  was  certainly  the  Intereft 
of  the  StateSj   to  undertake  the  Guardianjhip 
of  the  young  Prince,    becaufe  They  might 
breed    him   in   fuch    a    Manner,    as    was 
moft  confiftent   with  the  Good  of  the  Re' 
public,  and  He  advifed  Monfieur  De  Wit  to 
put  Himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thofe  who  fhould 
Superintend  the  Princes  Education,  by  which 
he  would  have  an  Opportunity  of  laying 
his   Highnefs  under  very  great  Obligations, 


(«)  This  Letter  is  dated  at  WhhekaU,  February  the  28tb 
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by  refcuing  Him  from  thofe  Inconveniencies 
to  which  he  was  expofed  from  the  ill  Situ- 
ation of  his  Affairs,  as  well  as  of  efiacing 
from  his  Mind  any  bad  Imprefl]'^ns  that 
He  might  have  received  from  the  Frin- 
cefs  Daivager.  D'  Efirades  added,  J  hat  He 
had  better  make  the  Prince  his  own,  by 
breeding  Him  up  in  a  Manner  fu  it  able  to  his 
Birth,  than  abandon  Him  to  Others,  who 
Would  not  fail  to  infpire  Him  with  Sentiments 
of  Revenge,  againft  theTimewhen  He  fhould 
be  able  to  diftinguifl-i  the  Injury  that  had 
been   done  Him.  (^) 

This  is  what  Monfieur  D'  Eflrades  wrote 
to  Lewis  XIV,  and  the  Event  has  fhewn 
that  He  gave  the  Grand  Tenfionary  good 
Council.  But  De  Wit  anfvvered,  that  He 
was  obliged  to  follow  the  Opinion  of  the 
Towns  ot  his  Province^  who  He  believed 
were  apprehenfive  of  the  Princes  acquiring 
too  much  Power;  and  the  rather,  becaule 
the  People  loved  Him  extreamly.  Bu£ 
the  Truth  is  the  Penfwnary  was  refoj- 
ved  to  place  his  whole  Dependance  on 
Lewis  XtV,  and  would  not  truft  CharlesW. 
in  any  Refped,  tho'  that  Prince  gave  Him 


C*)  X>'  ESirades  Memoirs,  See  his  Letter  to  lems  XlV. 
February  22.  j668. 

the 
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'.'.iK  a  m^^ft  Marks  of  his  Confidence.    From 
V^    ,vhic:i  Monfieur  D'  Eftrahs  thought  He 
had  great  Reai'on  to  conclude,  and  to  acquaint 
his  Marter,  that  the  Houfe  of  Orange  was  entire- 
ly Runedjand  that  for  the  Future,  It  would  be 
in  v;iin  to  take  any  Meafures,  except  with  the 
Siatesy  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly  with  Mon- 
fieur DeWtt,  (ji)  Wemaybefure  that  the  Pen- 
Jionary  who  was  all  powerful  in  Holland,  took 
Care  to  infpire  the  States  of  that  Province 
with  his  own  Sentiments ;  and   accordingly 
their  Anf\V'er  to  King  Charles  s  Letter,  was  dry 
and  formal.     They  diftinguiflied  between  the 
Prince"*^  Perfon  and  his  Efiate,  and   promifed 
to  take  a  great  deal  of  Care  of  his  Lands^ 
efpecially  thofe   that  were  fituated  in  For- 
reign  Countries^  which  might  be  done  by  give- 
ing  Orders  to  their  Emhajfadors  to  a4  ftre- 
nuoufly  in  his  Favour,  with  the  King%   of 
France  and  Spain,  upon  whom  his  Revenues 
depended ;  but  They  declared  that  the  Con- 
fideration  of  pafi  Times  and  Anions,  the  ConfH- 
tution  of  the  Republic  and  feveral  important 
RefleSiions  that  refulted  from  thence,  would  not 
permit  them  to  go  any  further*     (F)  This  An- 


(«)  See  Z)'  Eflraies  Letter  to  the  King,  the  Z2d  of  MarcL 
1663. 

ib)  See  the  Letter  of  the  Stataoi  WlMi  to  CkarJcs  11. 
dated  at  theffa^ue  ^pril  27,  1^63. 

Twer 
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fwer  could  not  but  irritate  Charles U.  and 
as  the  Difpofition  of  Mon%ur  De  Witt  and 
the  States  of  Holland  towards  his  Ma-^ 
jefty  and  the  House  of  Oi^ANCE,  are  -very 
firongly  chara£lerifed  in  the  Paffages  I  have 
juft  now  quoted,  trom  Authorities  that  are 
inconteftable,  This  is  the  Place  in  which  I 
chuie  to  diftinguiih  tiie  Motives  tl:at  might 
lead  Charles  II.  to  engage  in  the  War 
cf  1665,  which  is  commonly  call'd  the  frft 
Dutch  War^  from  thofe  that  induced  Him 
to  fall  upon  the  Vnited  Prcvhces  in  1672. 

The  States  of  Holland  could  not  have 
cxprefled  their  Hatred  ot  the  Stadtholderjhip 
more  edeftually  than  by  refufing  to  fuper- 
intend  the  Education  of  the  young  trince 
of  Orange :i  or  to  joyn  their  Cares  to  thofe 
of  the  King  his  Vncle,  and  the  Prhicefs 
his  Grandmother  in  Order  to  render  Him 
worthy  of  the  Employments  that  had  been 
fo  glorioufly  excuted  by  his  Anceftors. 

But  an  Averfion  for  the  Concerns  and 
Welfare  of  the  Young  Prince^  was  not  the 
only  thing  to  be  underftood  from  the  Re^ 
fufal  of  the  States  of  Holland  ;  w^hich  im- 
plied a  great  Indifference,  if  not  a  Contempt: 
for  Charles  II.  and  naturally  fuppofed  a 
Foreign  AlHarce  and  Protection  powerful 
enough  to  Guarantee  the  State  from  the 
Kim  of  EngLud's  Refentment, 

01 
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Of  a!l  the  Powers  of  Europe,  France  was 
the  only  One,    capable  of  giving  the  Z/»i- 
ied  Provinces  this  Protedion,  and  the  Pen- 
fionary  believed  He  had  taken  his  Meafures 
fo  well,  as  to   be  fure  of  the    AfTiftance 
of  that  Crown  upon   any   Emergency.     la 
tliis  dependance,  He  was  not  afraid  to  dis- 
oblige the  Vnck  in  the  P  erf  on  of  his  iV^- 
phew ;  and  therefore,  If  It  would  have  been 
glorious  for  Charles  II,  to  have  reftored  the 
young  Prime  of   Orange  to  the  Dignities  of 
his  Anceftors,     It   mud  be  owned  that  It 
was  alfo  the  Interefl  of  England,  to  break 
the  Cabal  that  governed  the  Province  of  Hol- 
land, and  refcue  the  RepuUic  out  of  the  Hands 
of    Lewis  XIV,   who  from  the  Partiality 
of  Monfieur  De  Wit,  and  the  Dexterity   of 
his  EmbafTador   D'  Eftrades,  was  in  a  Man- 
ner abfolute  Mailer  of  xh^Vnited  Provinces* 
Oliver    Cromwel     could    not    bear    a 
Union  of  Councils  between  France  and  Hol^ 
land,  and  tho'  the  Memory  of  this  Perfon  be 
juftly  hateful  amongft  us  in  fome  Refpedts, 
yet  I  am  not  afraid  to  adopt  fome  of  his 
Maxims. 

Charles  II.  was  fufEciently  irritated 
by  the  Condudt  of  Holland,  to  have  de- 
clared War  immediately,  againft  the  Vni- 
ted  Provinces ;  but  my  Lord  Briftol  ha- 
ving impeached  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  of 
M  m  Bilk 
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High  Treafon,  the  Change  that  followed 
upon  this  at  Court,  and  the  Cry  that  was 
made  for  Vniformity  in  Religion,  by  one 
Part  of  the  Nation,  and  for  Toleration  by  the 
other,  having  divided  Men's  A^dlions, 
and  kept  the  Parliament  fo  much  employ 'd 
with  Domeflick  A  flairs,  as  not  to  have 
Leafure  to  attend  to  the  foreign  Interefls 
of  the  Kingdom ;  his  Majefty  was  obliged 
to  fmother  his  Refeotment  for  the  pre- 
fcnt. 

But  in  15^4,  the  Parliament  was  no 
fooner  met,  th^^n  our  Eajl- India  Company 
prefented  a  Petition,  reprelcnting  the  Lofles 
They  had  fuftained  from  the  Enterprizes  of 
the  Dutch  m  the  Eafi -Indies ;  and  this  be- 
ing feconded  by  other  Complaints  from  the 
Royal  African^  and  Guinea  Companies ^  the 
Parliament  immediately  addreiled  his  Ma' 
jejly,  complaining  in  the  Name  of  all  the 
Merchants  of  London,  of  the  feveral  Infults 
and  Lofles  They  had  fuffered  from  the 
Ho/Janders ;  which  being  received  by  the 
Court,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  ferved  to 
encreafe,  rather  than  fupprcfs  their  Difcon- 
tenr,  the  Parliament's  Refentment  became 
fo  violent,  that  when  the  King  came  to  put 
an  End  to  the  Seilions,  the  Speaker  recom- 
mended to  his  Majefty  the  Intereft  of  the 
Nation  againil  Holland^  and  the  Parliament 

having 
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having  already  fetled  the  necefTary  Funds, 
the  City  o{  London  lent  the  King  a  Million^ 
for  the  Service  of  the  Fleets 

During  the  Remainder  of  the  Year  1664, 
feveral  Hoftilities  were  committed  by  both 
Parties  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  which  fer- 
ved  to  highten  their  Animofiiy,  The  Dutch 
Eaft-India  Company,  complained  in  their  Turn 
of  the  Violcncics  committed  by  the  Englijh  5 
upon  which,  the  States  General  refolved  to 
redrefs  their  Grievances  ;  and  Things  being 
come  to  fuch  an  Extremity,  that  War  with 
England  was  no  longer  to  be  avoided,  They 
gave  the  necejTary  Orders  for  fitting  out 
their  Fleets  and  puting  Themfelves  into  a 
Pofture  of  Defence :  They  fent  at  the  fame 
Time,  an  Emhajfador  extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  France,  who  was  ordered  to  repre- 
fent  the  Injufiice  of  the  Complaints  that 
England  made  againfl:  the  Vutch^  to  juftify 
the  Conduct  of  the  States  General^  to  re- 
mind Lfwis  XIV,  of  the  Alliance  He  had 
lately  contracted  with  Them,  and  to  require 
his  Majejly  to  declare  plainly  to  CharlesW^ 
that  in  Confequence  of  the  Engagements  He 
had  entered  into  with  the  States  General^ 
He  was  not  only  obliged  to  forbear  the 
Renewal  of  the  Treaty  of  Friendfhip  which 
the  King  of  England  defired  with  Him,  but 
that    He  could  not  even    remain  in  Peace 

M  m  a  with 
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with  GrC'jt  Britain,  if  his  Majefty  broke  with 
the  Dutch.  But  the  little  Succefs  that  f^an 
Beminghen  met  with  in  his  Negotiation,  made 
It  plain  that  either  Monfieur  De  Wit  was 
the  Dupe  of  U  Efirades,  or  that  the  Latter 
was  Himfelf  impofed  upon  by  his  Mafter,  if 
He  imagined  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefly  had 
any  Intention  to  comply  with  the  Engage- 
ments he  had  contracted  with  the  States  Gene' 
ral,  according  to  the  Letter  of  the  Treaty. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1665  the 
Hoftilities  that  had  been  committed  for 
fome  Time,  between  the  E^gli/h  and 
"Dutch  were  authcrifed  by  a  formal  Declara- 
tion of  War.  The  Duke  of  Tork  put  to 
Sea  in  Quality  of  High  Admiral,  and  the 
Grand  Fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  which 
confifted  of  above  one  hundred  Sail  of  the 
Line,  on  the  Part  of  each  Nation,  having 
met  each  Other  on  the  14th  of  June,  a 
memorable  Engagement  was  fought,  in 
which  the  Dutch  Admiral  blew  up,  and  the 
Englijh  obtained  a  corapleat  Victory,  (jj 
The  Dutch  Fleet  was  chafed  into  the 
Harbours     of    Holland  j     and     had    any 


-  {a)  See  the  Particulars  of  this  Fight  in  the  Compleat 
Hiftory  of  England.  Alfo  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his  own 
Times.  And  in  Lord  Arlwgton*%  Letters. 

Man 


Part  III.    Illustrata,  is^c.        54^ 

Man  lefs  indefatigable  than  Monfieur  De  Wit 
been  at  the  Head  of  Affairs,-  It  would  have 
been  impolTible  for  It  to  have  put  to  Sea 
again  that  Summer.  But  this  Minifter  was 
fuperior  to  all  Difficulties,  and  having  with 
incredible  Induflry  repaired  the  Ships, 
puniihed  a  Part  of  the  Officers  who  had  not 
performed  their  Duty,  rewarded  others,  and 
made  the  famous  Ruyter  Lieutenant  Aamiral 
and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  the  Place  of 
Monfieur  Opdaniy  He  refolved  to  embark  on 
Board  the  Fleet,  notwithflanding  all  the  Op- 
pofition  of  his  Friends,  fome  of  whom  did 
not  flick  to  Infinuate  that  he  chofe  rather 
to  expofe  Himfelf  to  the  Hazards  of  the 
Sea,  than  to  confront  the  Dangers  that 
threatned  Him  at  Home,  from  the  ill 
Temper  of  the  People,  exafperated  againft 
Him  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Fleets  and 
the  love  they  entertained  for  the  HouIq 
of  Oratige. 

The  Englijh  Fleet  had  likwife  put  to 
Sea  again  before  that  of  the  Vnited  Trc 
vifices,  but  notwithftanding  the  Ardour  of 
the  Commanding  Officers,  it  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  join  each  other;  and  after  having 
weathered  a  violent  Storm,  They  were 
obliged  to  return  Home  without  coming  to  a 
general  Engagement.  The  Hollanders  how- 
ever had  iuffered  infinitely  more  from  tlie 

Mm  3  bad 
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bad  Weather  than  the  Englifa^  who  had 
taken  leveral  Dutch  Eafl- India- MtHy  before 
Jiuyter  could  put  to  Sea;  and  this  had  ex- 
afperated  Monfieur  De  Wit  to  fuch  a  De- 
gree that  He  prevailed  with  the  States 
General  to  fend  out  their  Fleet  a  third 
Time,  which  after  having  made  a  Cruize, 
without  meeting  that  of  En^landy  which 
then  fufTered  extreamly  from  the  Flague 
that  raged  in  London^  and  many  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  returned  to  HoU 
land  J  without  doing  any  Thing  memcra- 
ble. 

During  the  Winter^  feveral  Negotiations 
were  attempted,  in  order  to  procure  a 
Peace;  but  Thefe  not  having  taken  h^^St^ 
and  the  Parliament^  who  were  zealous  for 
the  War,  having  voted  the  King  iioccoo/. 
for  the  Service  of  the  Navy^  the  Fleet  put 
to  Sea  early  in  the  Year  1666,  under  the 
Command  of  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle, 

In  the  mean  Tim.e,  the  State  of  the 
Zinited  Provinces^  was  really  deplorable,  as 
is  evident  from  a  Padage  in  £)'  EJlr^de's 
Memoirs,  which  fliews  the  Interior  of  the 
Province  of  Holland.  Lewis  XIV",  thought 
the  Repuhlic  Powerful,  becaufe  It  was  Rich  ; 
and  happy,  beeaufe  the  People  paid  their 
Taxes  readily.    [  Of  all  the  States  of  En- 
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rc/e,  fays  that  Prince,  there  goes  mofl:  Mo- 
ney into  Holland',    we  lee  a  Fleet  arrive 
there  every  Year,   loaden  with   Merchaii' 
dize  to  the  Value  oUwo  Millions^  which  is  im- 
mediately turnned  into  Specie,  by  the  Ne- 
ce/Iity  the  Neighbouring  Nations  are  under 
of  having  thofe  Commodities,  and  the  Mo- 
ney is  again  eafily  drawn  from  the  Peo-* 
pie,    under   the  colour  of    Liherty.    For 
this   Reafon,  fays  his  Maje/ly,  the  Princes 
o{  Orange,  have  chofen  not  to  make  Them- 
felves  iVlaflers  of   the   Stat^  when  They 
might  have  done  It;  becaufc  whihl  They 
remained   only    Generals  of  the  Repuhlic^ 
They  found  it  very  eqfy  under  the  Pretence 
of  Liberty^  to  drain  the  Purfe    of  the  Feo' 
pie    upon    any    Imrnergemy ',    whereas,    bad 
They  made  Themfehes  Saver ei^s,  the  fmaU 
e^  Contribution  would  have  pafi  in  the  Opi* 
nion    of  the    Populace,  for    an    intolerahle 
Exatiion^     extorted   for    the   fole   Intereft^ 
and  Advantage  of  the  Prince*  {a) 
This  Vv^as  his  Majeilys  way   ot  Reafon- 
ing,    which   appears    lo   much    the    more 
jult,    as  the  Dutch,  after  having  loft   their 
Admiral  and  twe^Uy  three  Men  of  War  in  the 


fd)  D"  Efiradi's  Memoires,  See  Lewis  XlV's  Letter  to 
that  r^inifter,  January  i,  1666* 

Mm   4  Engage-' 
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Engagement  of  1665",  had  found  the  Means  to 
put  to  Sea  again  in  two  Months,  with  a  Fleet 
very  little  inferiour  to  the  former ;  and  as  the 
Lois,  which  the  Province  cif Holland  fuftained  a 
little  Time  after  by  the  Prize  of  Her  India 
Men,  did  not  hinder  Her  from  furniihing 
forty  Millions  of  Livres  for  the  Service  of 
the  Navy  in  the  enfuing  Year, 

But  Monfieur  D*  EJlrades,  who  knew 
the  Republic  much  better  than  his  Mafier, 
expreiles   Himfelf  thus.     '  It    is  impoffiUe^ 

*  fays  He,  7hat  Holland  can  fumifh  forty 
*'  Millions  more  for   the  Service  of  another 

*  Year,  without  bringing  about  a /?^Wa/io»  i» 

*  the  Governments    I  have  had  an  Opportu- 

*  nity  of    being  convinced  of    this    more 

*  perfedHy   within  the(e  four    Days.    That 

*  which  m.adc  the  great  Plenty  of  Money 
'  fubfifls  no   Longer;    I  mean  the  TLeal  of 

*  the  Town  of   Amfterdam    to   fumifh    the 

*  necejfary  SumSy    for  the   more    immediate 

*  Expences     of    the    State-     Every    Man 

*  now   Locks    up    his  Money,    and   thofe 

*  Millions   that    are    produced    by    Com- 

*  merce  do  not  circulate  as  ufual.  And 
'  tho'  Thofe  who  are  at  the  Head   of  the 

*  Adminiftration,   do  all  They  can  to  con- 

*  ceal  this  Alteration  of  Affairs,  yet  They 

*  are  in  a  great  deal  of  Pain  about  Ir,  as  well 
I  as  for  the  bad  Difcipline  of  their  Army,  in 

'  which 
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'  which  They  do  not  know  how   to  take 

*  proper   Meafures,    for  want  of  having  a 

*  Perfon    fufficiently  qualified  at  the  Head 

*  of  It.  The  States  are  fo  jealous  of  their 
'  Authority,    and    the   Title    of  Sovereign, 

*  that  They  chufe  to  fuffer  confiderable 
^  Lofles,  and  turn  Generals  Themfelves,  ra- 
'  ther  than  employ  Thofe   that  are  capa- 

*  ble  of  that  Function.  I  obferve  likewife, 
'  the  ill  EfFeds  that  will  in  all  Probability 

*  follow  from  the  injudicious  Alignment  of 
'  Winter  garters ^  as  well  to  your  Majeflys 

*  TroopSy  as  to  thofe  of  the  EepulHc ;  which 
'  are  difperfed    into  Places  where  there  is 

*  a  great   Scarcity   of  Forage^     and  where 

*  Provifions  are  fo  dear,  that  both  One 
'  and  ;the  Other  run  a  very  great  Rifque  of 
'  being  ftarved  before  the  opening  of  the 
'  Campagne*    I  have  made  very  flrong  Re- 

*  prefentations  of  all  thefe  Inconveniencies ; 
•*  They  confefs  there  wants  a  Remedy^  but 
'  the  kedrefs  does  not  follow,  {a) 

In  another  Letter  to  Monfieur  de  Lionne, 
the  Count  D'  EJlrades  exprc(Tes  Himfelf  thus. 
'  Permit  me  to  explain  my   felf.    When 

*  I  wrote   you  word    that  the   Funds  for 


{a)  See  his  Anfwer  to  the  King's  Letter,  Jan.  7.  i655. 

the 
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the  lervice  of  this  Year,  were  fetled,  ft 
was  at  a  Time  when  all  the  Towns  had 
given  their  Confent,  and  that  Amfterdam 
let  an  Example  to  the  Refl ;  but  now 
that  the  oppofite  Calais  do  all  They  can  to 
traverfe  us,  that  Amftere/am  draws  in  her 
Horns^  and  that  De  Wits  Tarty  dimi- 
nilhes  every  Day,  the  Funds  are  no 
longer  to  be  relied  on,  and  the  prefent 
Adminiflration  muft  certainly  fail.  The 
AJfemlly  of  the  ,S'/;7/^^  of  Holland^  is  at 
prefent  compofed  of  four  hundred  Terfons ; 
I  have  invited  Them  to  Dinner  and  Mdn- 
fieur  De  Wit  has  done  as  much,  in  Or- 
der to  fix  Thofe  that  were  wavering,- 
but  there  is  a  necelTity  for  being  al- 
ways in  Adion,  for  if  only  One  or  Two 
Towns  fliould  refufe  to  contribute,  the 
Revolution  would  foon  be  univerfal,  be- 
caufe  they  would  certainly  be  fupported 
by  fome  very  confiderable  Perfons  in 
the  State,  who  are  Monfieur  De  Wit's  Ene- 
mies. His  Majeftys  Proiedion  however 
is  of  very  great  Weight  to  his  Party, 
Ca^  It  w^as  impolfible  to  reprefent  the  Re- 
puhlic  more  juftly,  and   accordmgly  Lewis 


{a)  See  Ms  Letter  to  Monfieur  Ae  Lienne, 

XIV 
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XIV,  being  convinced  of  the  Capacity  and 
founj  Judgment  of  his  Emhafador,  made 
Aniwer.  '  That  if  the  Repnhlk  was 
'  not  fo  powerful  as  He  had  imagined  Her, 
'  She  was  by  much  too  haughty  tlien, 
'  and  had  done  ill  to  refufe  England  fuch 
'  1  erms,  as  Monfieur  De  Wit  ought  to  have 

*  acquiefced  in,   fince  He  was  more  fenfible 

*  of   his  own  Weaknefs    than  any   Body 

*  elfe. 

Such  was  the  State  of  the  Vnited  Provinces* 
The  Fund  neceflary  for  earring  on  the  War, 
depended  en  the  Zeal  of  Amfierdamy  which 
was  extreamly  inconftant  ;  and  the  Grand 
Tenfionary  was  forced  to  rely  on  the  Pa- 
tronage of  the  King  of  France,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  Authority  j  who  did  at  iafl  declare 
Himfelf  for  the  Vnited  Provinces  againft 
England.  *  This  is,  fays  His  Majefty,  fpeak- 
ing  of  that  DeclaraticUy  a  very  great  flep 
made  for  the  fok  htered  of  the  States y 
and  almoft  in  every  R<:lpe6l  contrary  to  my 
own;  God  fend  They  may  remember  It,  when 
Time  fliall  ferve,  with  a  Suitable  Gratitude. 
{a)  Yet  the  Defign  of  this  Prince^  was  no 
more  in  Reality,  than  to  irritate  the  two  great 


(_a)  Letter  fr9.11  Ltwis  XiV,  to  Caunt  U  Eflraies,  Janua- 
Ty  29,  1666. 

Maritimt 


"55«?    B  A  T  A  V  r  A     Part  III. 

Maritime  Powers  of  Europe  one  againft  the 
other,  in  order  to  deftroy  their  Commerce 
and  agrandife  his  own  Dominions  at  their 
Expence. 

Notwithftanding  the  ill  State  of  Affairs 
in  Holland f  Monfieur  De  Wit  found  Means 
to  put  to  Sea,  a  Fleet  of  eighty  three  Sail 
of  the  Line  of  Battle^  befides  Frigates  and 
Bomh  Veffelsy  of  which  Admiral  Ruyter  had 
the  Command,  and  his  Orders  were  to 
make  Sail  towards  the  Coaft  of  England^ 
in  order  to  find  the  Enemy  s  Fleet.  He  was 
alfo  to  notify  his  being  at  Sea  to  the  Go- 
pernor  of  Calais,  in  order  to  haften  the 
Motions  of  the  French  Fleet ^  by  Which,  a- 
greeable  to  the  AlTurances  given  the  States 
General  by  the  Court  of  France,  He  was  to 
be  joyned,  but  the  Event  made  it  plain 
that  Lewis  XIV,  had  no  fuch  Inten- 
tions. 

It  would  require  a  Volume  to  defcribe 
the  Particulars  of  tbe  feveral  Engagements 
that  were  fought  this  Year  between  the 
Fleets  of  England  and  Holland.  The  firft 
Adtion  laded  from  the  nth  to  the  15th 
of  June,  and  during  the  three  firft  Days, 
the  Englijh  Fleet  was  commanded  foiely  by 
the  Duke  of  Alhemarle,  Prince  Rupert  having 
been  detached  with  a  Squadron  of  thirty  Ships, 
to  prevent   the  imaginary  Jun£tion  of  the 

French 
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French  Fleet  with  that  of  Holland.  This 
Detachment,  the  EfFeft  of  falie  Intelli- 
gence, made  the  Dutch  fuperiour  in  Force, 
and  gave  Them  an  i\dvantagc  in  this  En- 
gagement, which  the  Rnglifh  repaired  be- 
fore the  Summer  was  over,  by  the  entire 
Defeat  of  their  Fleet;  which  having  been 
chafed  into  their  very  Harbours,  cccafioncd 
violent  Emotions  in  the  feveral  Towns  of 
Holland  and  ^Zealand,  However,  by  the 
extream  Diligence  of  Monfieur  De  Wit^  the 
Fleet  was  repaired,  and  fent  to  Sea  again, 
before  the  Summer  was  over  ,•  the  EngUfh 
alfo  kept  the  Sea\  but  different  Accidents 
having  hindred  the  Fleets  from  coming 
up  With  one  another  for  fome  Time,  and 
the  Seafon  proving  very  tempeftuous,  the 
commanding  Officers  on  either  Side,  thought 
proper  to  retire  to  their  own  Vorts-t  about 
the  Middle  of  O^oher. 

This  War  coft  England  a  great  many 
Lives,  and  was  very  expenfive  ,•  the  King- 
dom had  fuffered  extreamly  from  the  Plague, 
and  by  the  Fire  of  London^  thirteen  thoujand 
Houfes  had  been  reduced  to  Afhes.  Ireland  was 
rebellious  ;  a  Party  in  Scotland  had  atflually 
taken  up  Arms  upon  a  Religious  Pretext, 
and  had  fought  the  Kings  Forces,  by  whom 
They  were  defeated  indeed,  but  the  Court 

had 
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had  ftill  Reafon  to  apprehend  frefh  Com- 
motions :  Upon  which,  Thofe  who  are 
lead  Willing  to  allow  the  Conftancy  and 
Power  of  the  Englif)^  are  forced  to  confefs, 
that  a  Courfe  ot  Calamities  equal  to  Thofe 
which  opprefled  Great  Britain  at  the  Junc- 
ture I  am  treating  of,  would  have  been 
Sufficient  to  have  funk  any  other  Nation. 
Yet  the  Parliament  granted  the  King  the 
neceflary  Supplies,  with  as  much  Readinefs 
as  if  all  had  been  well;  and  when  the 
Sivedifb  Emhaffadors,  amidfl  their  Compli- 
ments to  Charles  II,  feemed  to  infmuate  the 
Neceffity  of  making  a  Peace  with  Holland^ 
the  King  Anfwered,  with  a  Gallantry  pe- 
culiar to  Him,  '  That  the  Fire  had  only 
'  confumed  a  Parcel  of  old  Houfes^  which 
'^  Time  had  already  ruined,  but  that  They 

*  would    foon    fee    London    rebuilt   with 
'  greater    Magnificence  ;    like    old     Rome , 

*  when  She  exchanged  her  Mud  Walls ^  for 

*  MarUe>     He  added,   That  the    fire    had 

*  not  done  fo  much  Mifchief  as  was  Ima- 

*  gined,  the  Citizens  having  faved  the  beft 

*  of  their    Effeds,    but   that  Vv'hich  vexed 

*  Him  mofl,  was  that  the  Wind  had  been 

*  contrary  for   fome   Days    paft,    and  had 
'  hindred    his    Fleet    from    adting    againft 

*  that  of    Holland.    I  am,  Jaid  the   Ring, 
\  of  as  good  a  Family  as  Cromwel  at  lea  ft, 

*  and 
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^  and  therefore,    the  States  ought  to   fend 
'  me  their  Deputies  hither,  as  Tiiey  did  to 

*  the    TJfir^er ;    and  when    I    know    their 
'  Pretentions,    a  Place  may   be  named  for 

*  holding   a  Congrefs^ 

One  would  have  concluded,  from  this 
Anfwer,  that  his  Majefty  was  very  well 
informed,  and  that  knowing  his  own  Su- 
periority, and  how  much  They  wanted  the 
Peace  in  Holland^  He  was  determined  to 
make  Them  buy  It  at  his  own  Price,- 
but  the  Event  Ihewed  the  Contrary. 
England  had  hitherto  carried  on  the 
War  with  Honour,  and  had  the  King  en- 
tred  into  a  Negotiation  immediately  after 
the  laft  Vi£lory,  He  might  certainly  have 
concluded  a  glorious  Peace;  but  this  He 
fatally  omittedj  and  which  is  worfe,  He 
abfolutely  negle£led  to  make  the  necefTary 
Provifions  for  fupporting  the  War  with 
Vigour. 

To  fpeak  Truth,  the  Money  given  by 
Tarliament  for  the  Supply  of  the  Navy,  had 
been  fquandered  away  in  loofe  and  voluptu- 
ous Pleafures,  which  reduced  the  King  to 
accept  fuch  a  Peace  as  the  French  thought 
fit  to  impofe  upon  Him,  by  the  Treaty  of 
Breda  in  July  1667,  after  the  Dutch  had 
vifited  the  Coafis  of  England  without  Op- 
pofuioDj    and    had    made    that    fuccefsful 

Attack 
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Attack  upon  our  Fleet  in  the  River  MeJ- 
way,  fo  much  to  their  own  Glory,  and  the 
Diilionour  of  Charles  II. 

The  following  Alternative  propofed  by 
the  Court  of  France^  was  the  Foundation  of 
that  Peace  ot  Breda.  Either  that  hoth 
Parties  Jhould  make  a  general  and  reciprocal 
Rejlitution  of  all  that  They  had  taken  from  each 
other  during  the  War^  or  keep  what  they  were 
foffeffed  of^  and  annihilate  all  jurther  Pretenfi- 
ens,  Tiie  latter  of  the  two  was  chofen,  as 
being  the  furefl,  and  lead  liable  to  Excep- 
tion, by  Virtue  of  which  the  Jfle  of  Tcleron 
beforementioned,  which  the  Dutch  had  ta- 
ken from  Us  during  the  War,  was  now  con- 
firmed to  Them  for  ever,  and  by  that  They 
became  abfolute  Mafters  of  all  the  Cloves  in 
the  Eafi-Jndies» 

Van  Beuninghen,  the  Dutch  Emlaffa- 
dor  at  Taris^  thought  this  Jfle  of  fo  great 
Importance,  that  He  warmly  told  the  Earl 
of  St.  Albans,  and  I  think  impudently  e- 
nough,  that  rather  than  reftore  It,  He  Him- 
felf  would  oppofe  the  Refolution  of  the 
States  General  tho'  there  fhould  not  he  another 
Man  in  Holland  to  fecond  Htm.  The  Eng- 
M  it  feems  had  fowed  Cloves  upon  the 
Ifland,  whileft  It  was  in  their  PofTeflion, 
which  made  it  fo  much  the  Objedt  of 
the   Dutch   Eafl'Jndia  Company^    that  They 

would 
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would  not  hear  of  reftoring  It|  but  the 
very  fame  Reafoii  ought  to  have  obliged 
Charles  If,  never  to  have  made  Peace  with- 
out It. 

By  the  fame  Article  which  gave  Up  the 
JJle  of  Pokroftj  That  of  Surinam  was  like- 
wife  relinquifhed  to  the  Dutch  Weft-India 
Company ;  The  Article  of  the  Flag  was  but 
lofely  worded ;  the  Tntereft  of  the  Houje 
of  Orangey  was  utterly  negle£ted;  and  in 
ihort,  the  Peace  being  made,  De  Wit  thought 
He  could  do  Nothing  more  glorious  than 
to  annihilate  the  StadthoUerfl?ip  of  Holland 
for  ever,  which  was  done  by  a  Refolution 
of  the  States  of  that  Province,  on  the  5th 
of  Augujl  1661,  which  is  commonly  filled 
the  Perpetual  Edi^.  {a) 

But  tho'  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  had  put 
an  End  to  Hoftilitiesj  It  was  far  from 
reftoring  a  good  Intelligence  between  the 
two  Nations;  which  Nothing  would  have 
done  but  the  Neceflity  of  uniting  together, 
in  Order  to  oppofe  the  ambitious  Defigns 
of  Lewis  XI V,  whofe  Progrefs  in  the 
Spanifti  Netherlands ^    during  the  Qongrefs  aC 


C«)  See   Part  i.  Page  243. 

N  n  Ured(i 
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Breda^  having  alarmed  all  his  Neighbours, 
the  Triple  League  was  concluded  in  1668, 
between  England^  Sweden^  and  the  Vnited 
Trovinces^  and  this  brought  on  the  Teace 
of  Aiyc  la  Chapelk.  which  laved  the  Re- 
niainder  cf  Flanders  from  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  France* 

As  Charles  II,  had  in  a  great  Meafure 
regained    the    Confidence  of    his   Subjects, 
by  the  Conclufion  of  the  Triple  League,   fo 
the   Share  He    bad  in  making  the  Treaty 
of   ^ix  la  Chapelle,  recovered    the  Reputa- 
tion He  had  loft  Abroad,    by    the  Treaty 
of    Breda.     And    as  the    Dutch  were  now 
very   juflly   allarmed    with   the   ambitious 
Defigns  of  Lewis  XIV,   and  of  Confequence 
very  defirous  to  maintain  a  perfedt  Friend* 
fliip  with  England,    if  this  Difpofition  had 
been    well    cultivated,     on    the    Part    of 
Charles  II,   It  is   highly   probable    that  He 
might  have  brought  the  States  General  in- 
to   his  Dependance,    and    have    prevailed 
with  the  States  of  Holland,    to  reverfe  the 
Refolutions  They  had  taken  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  Frime  of  Orange,     But  inftead  of 
purfuing  thefe  Meafures,    He  unhappily  fell 
into  Engagements  with  Zf p^/j  XI V,  that  were 
at  once  dire£l:ly  oppofite   to  thofe  He  had 
entered  into  by  Virtue  of  the  Triple  Alii- 
ance,  as  well  as  inconfiftent  with  his  own 

Honour^ 
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Honour,    the  Good  of  his  Kingdom^  and  the 
Welfare  of  Europe  in  General. 

In  1670,  Lewis  XIV,  fent  the  Dut- 
chess of  Orleance  to  Dover  J  where 
She  had  an  Interview  with  the  Ktm  her 
Brother,  and  then  It  was  that  Charles  IF, 
was  engaged,  not  only  to  break  the  Tri- 
ple League,  but  even  to  attack  the  Vmted 
Provinces  in  Conjunction  with  Lewis  XIV^ 
Few  Perfons  are  ignorant  of  the  Particu- 
lars of  the  War,  which  was  accordingly 
declared  againft  the  States  General,  by 
France  and  England,  in  167 i.  It  was  up- 
on this  Occafion  that  my  Lord  Chancellor 
Shaftshury,  in  a  famous  Speech  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  applied  the  Delenda  Carthago:^ 
to  the  Bepuhlic  of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  and 
gave  It  as  his  Opinion,  that  the  Dutch 
were  not  only  to  be  humbled,  but  total- 
ly deftroy'd.  The  Court  publifhed^  that 
the  Englijh  were  to  have  Holland  and 
Zealand,  when  They  Ihould  be  conquered; 
bur  this  the  French  deny  entirely;  nor  in- 
deed, did  Lewis  XIV,  or  his  General  the 
Duke  ot  Luxemhurg  make  any  Step,  whilft 
in  Holland,  that  looked  like  putting  the 
Places  conquered  in  that  Province,  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englifh -,  lb  that  had  the 
Pr.jects  of  the  rvvo  Kings  fucceeded  accor- 
'  g  to  their  wifh,  It  is  to  be  prefumed, 
Nn  2  that 
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that  Charles  II,  would  have  found  Himfelf, 
the  Dupe  of  the  Frc>2ch  Kings  Policy,  after 
having  been  the  Iiiftrument^  of  his  Ambi- 
tion. But  the  Parliament^  juftly  apprehen- 
five  of  the  growing  Power  of  France^  ob- 
liged the  King  to  make  a  feparate  Peace 
with  the  D^/c/;  in  167.^3  which  being  done, 
his  Majejly  offered  his  Mediation,  for  con- 
cluding One  between  France  and  the 
Vnited  Provinces^  with  the  other  Powers 
that  had  taken  Part  in  the  War;  but  his 
Mediation  having  produced  no  Effect,  the 
Parliament  addrelfed  the  King^  in  1667,  with 
a  great  deal  of  Earneftnefs,  begging  that 
his  Majefly  would  pleafe  to  intertfi  Himfelf 
more  efJedtually  for  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
Progrels  of  the  French  Arms,  and  for  the 
Safety    of  the  Spanifh  ^Netherlands ;    *  In  the 

*  Prefervation  and  Security  of  which,  They 

*  humbly  conceived  the  Intereft  of  his  Ma' 

*  jefly,  and  the    Safety  of   his  People  were 

*  highly  concerned  ;     and  therefore,  They 

*  mofl  humbly  befought  Him,  to  take  the 

*  fame  into  his  Royal  Care^  and  to  ftrengthen 
'  Himfelf  with    fuch    ftrider  Alliances   as 

*  might  fecure  his  Majejlfs  Kingdoms,  pre- 

*  ferve    the   faid    Spanijh  Netherlands,    and 

*  thereby  quiet  the  Minds  of  his  People,  [a) 

{a)  See  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  166^. 

T/ic 
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The  Lords  concurred  wirh  the  Commotis  \n 
this   Addrefs,     which  was  followed    by  fix 
more    to    the  fame  Purpofe,    and  intbrced 
with   fuch  vigorous    RefoJutions,    that    the 
Ki»g  found  Himfelf  obliged,  notwithftanding 
the    Hazard    He  ran   of   lofing    the  French 
Kings   Friend  (hip,    to    conclude    a    defen- 
five  Alliance   with  the   States  Xjencral,    in 
January  I '78,     which   was    fucceeded   by 
An  ther  in  March,    and  a    Third    in   July 
following,    which  together  brought  on  the 
Peace  of   Nimeghen  in  the  Month  of  Augujl 
of  the  fame  Year ;    and  This  was  the  laft 
Treaty  of    Confequence  in  which   England 
interfered  with  the  Intereft  of    the  Vnited 
Provinces^    during    the  reft  of    Charles   the 
Seconds  Reign,  with  whom  I  iliall  end  my 
Deduction  of  the  Alliances  that  have  been 
formed   between  the  Kings  of  England  and 
the    States   General;    the  View    we   have 
taken    of   the   Tranfadlions  of  the  feveral 
Reigns   already    confidered,    joyned    to  a 
Knowledge  of    the  prefent  State  of  Great 
Britain    and    the    Vnited    Provinces,   being 
fufBcient  to  inftrud  us,  what  are  the  real 
Interefts  of  the  two  Nations^  how  They  in- 
terfere, and   what  Proportion  their   Forces 
and  Power  bear  to  each  other. 

Nn  3  We 
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We  have  feen  Qj^een  Eltzabt-th  refufe 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Vnited  Provincesy 
becaufc  She  would  not  hazard  a  War  with 
Philip  n,  nor  engage  the  Honour  of  the 
Crowff  in  the  Mainramance  of  a  Point,  which 
as  Ihings  then  ftood,  migiit  h^ve  proved 
a  greater  Charge  to  Her,  than  £»^/^»<{/  was 
equal  to.  But  She  lent  Them  confiderable 
Sums,  which  her  own  Frugality  enabled 
her  to  fpare,  and  at  the  fame  Time  ex- 
ailed  fuch  Pledges  as  might  ferve  to  fecure 
the  Gratitude  of  her  new  Allies  if  luccef- 
fulj  or  to  appeafe  and  oblige  .pain^  by 
a  well  timed  Surrendry,  had  that  Crown 
been  al  le  to  have  reduced  the  revolted  Pro- 
'pifices  to  their  former  Obedience. 

James  I,  (hould  not  have  parted  with 
the  Cautionary  Towns;  which  were  no 
fooner  reftored,  than  the  Dutch,  unfaiisfied 
with  their  own  large  Share  of  Commerce^ 
and  fcrgetful  of  paft  Obligations,  began  to 
undermine  the  Trade  of  England;  omitting 
no  Sort  of  foul  Play  to  bring  about  their 
Defign,  in  which  They  perfifted  with  Im- 
punity, during  the  reft  of  this  Kin^s  in- 
glorious Reign,  and  all  that  of  his  unfortu- 
nate Succeilor. 

The  War  between  England  and  Holland  in 
Cromvceh  Time,  was  begun  and  ended  with 
a  View  to  the  ProteUors  perfonal  Intereftc 

Had 
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Had  Crotnivsl  entered  into  It  for  the  fake 
of  Tradey  and  perfiited  in  It,  'till  He  had 
procured  us  a  Share  in  the  Commerce  of 
the  fne  Spkes,  and  fettled  Us  upon  an 
equal  Footing  with  the  Dutchy  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies^  He  would  have  done  his  Country 
an  ineflimable  Serviceo  Nor  was  there  any 
Danger  in  humbling  Holland  at  this  Time, 
becaufe  the  Ballame  of  Tower  was  not  yet 
fo  much  broke  between  France  and  Spain^ 
as  to  make  the  Welfare  of  the  Vmted 
Provinces^  necefPary  to  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Spamflj   Netherlands^ 

But  Cromwel  alTifted  to  deftroy  this  5^/- 
lance,  by  declaring  againft  Spain;  and  It  was 
(o  mucii  broke  at  the  Rejlauration,  that  I 
fear  Charles  II,  is  not  to  be  excufedfor 
entering  into  the  firft  Dutch  War ;  but  we 
cannot  own  this,  without  refleding  on  the 
immoderate  Ambition  of  John  De  Wit^ 
and  his  cruel  Treatment  of  the  Houfe 
of  Orangey  which  certainly  contributed 
to  force  Charles  II,  into  the  Arms  of 
France* 

During  the  Reign  of  this  Prince^  the 
Sentiments  of  England y  concerning  our  In- 
terelt  with  the  Vnited  Provinces,  were  di- 
vided into  Extreams.  The  Courtiers  con» 
fidered  Them  as  our  great  Rivals  in  7rade^ 
and    maritime   Power  y    It   was   faid,    there 

Nn  4  could 


5^8        B  A  T  AV  1  A    Part  III. 

could  be  no  compounding  where  the  Con- 
tefl  was  for  the  Commerce  of  the  whole  WorU^ 
and  from  hence  They  concluded,  that  either 
England  or  Holland  mud  be  deftroy'd.  The 
Country  Party  on  the  other  Hand,  looked 
upon  Them  as  pur  bed  Friends,  or  as  Mr. 
Waller  phrafes  It,  Our  Out-Guard  on  the 
Continent^  They  believed  the  Security  of  the 
Dutch  eflential  to  our  own,  and  were  zea- 
lous to  promote  their  Power,  without  be- 
ing  in  the  leaft  concerned  about  the  Rival- 
flnp  fo  much  infilled  upon  by  the  other 
Side. 

At  the  Revolutlonj  the  Interefl  of  Eng- 
land did  really  become  the  fame  with  that 
cf  the  Vnited  Provinces,  and  had  Wil- 
liam Iir,  left  Children  behind  Him,  our 
Princes  muft  have  been  hereditary  Stadt- 
holders,  of  fix  of  the  Vnited  Provinces^ 
which  in  Time  would  have  brought  on 
fuch  a  Coalition,  as  was  projefted  by  Oli- 
ver Cromnel 

The  French  War  continued  to  make  a 
Vnion  of  Councils  between  the  two  Nations 
very  neceflary,  'till  the  Power  of  France 
was  reduced,  and  the  Security  of  the  Ne- 
therlands provided  tor,  in  the  Manner  It  is 
by  the  Barrier  Treaty  of  17  if,  and  there 
are  fome  general  Points,  which  ftill  con- 
tinue to  make  a  good  Underftanding    ef- 
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fentia)  to  the  Happinefs  of  either  People; 
fuch  as  the  Intereft  of  the  Proteftant  Religi-^ 
on  and  the  feveral  Guarantees  into  which  ths 
Dutch  are  entered,  in  Conjundion  with  Great 
Britain^  as  well  with  Refped  to  our  ibreigti 
Interefls,  as  our  Domeftick  Affairs,  the 
Principal  of  which  are  the  Succejfion  of  the 
Crown  in  our  prefent  Royal  Family ;  and  the 
Renunciation  made  by  the  preftnt  King  of 
Spain,  to  the  Crown  of  France ^  at  the  Trea- 
ty of  Vtrecht,  Yet  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
there  is  not  that  Samenefs  of  Interefls  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  that  fubfifted 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Peace  of  Vtrecht^ 
and  I  hope  we  are  now  in  a  Temper  to 
receive  a  middle  Dodripe,  between  the 
two  Extreams  that  reigned  during  the  Time 
of  Charles  !!.  Jhe  Dutch  are  our  Ri- 
vals in  Trade  and  Navigation,  yet  They 
mufl  not  he  deflroyd;  7 hey  are  really  our 
OuTGUARD  Upon  the  Continent,  and, 
yet  we  may  do  too  much  for  Them. 

The  only  great  Points  of  Commerce  in 
which  the  Dutch  exceed  the  Englifh,  are 
Navigation,  the  Eaft'Indta  Trade,  and  the 
feveral  Sea  Fifheries.  The  fir  ft,  is  owing  to 
the  cheapnefs  of  their  Freight,  and  this 
proceeds  from  the  advantagious  Trade  they 
(drive  with  Germany  and  the  Baltick,  by  which 
They  are  fupplied  v/ith  Timkr^  and  all  forts  of 

Naval 
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mval  Stores  cheaper  than  the  Englijh\  to 
uLich  mull:  be  added,  their  parfimonious 
Method  of  Living,  a  Point  in  which  our 
Countrymen  will  never  equal  Thtm  ,*  and 
therefore  We  cannot  think  of  making  the 
■Excl:a}jge  of  Comnwdities,  between  the  Nor' 
thern  and  Scut  hern  Farts  of  Eur  ope  ^  hy  En* 
gUfh  Sbips^  unlefs  We  ihould  firfl  refolve, 
to  make  Ufe  of  the  prefent  vaft  Superiori- 
ty of  our  naval  Force ,  to  ruin  the  Tr evince 
of  Holland  entirely,  which  it  would  be 
Cruelty  to  think  of. 

As  to  the  Eaft-India  Trade,  the  Englijh 
have  certainly  Reafon  to  envy  Holland  the 
Monopoly  of  the  fine  Spices  -,  and  tho'  I 
will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  We  ought  to 
make  Ufe  cf  our  prelent  Superiority,  to 
wreft  any  of  the  Spice  Ijlands  from  the 
Butck\  which  however  would  be  returning 
the  fame  Ufage  We  have  received  from 
Them  when  They  were  Strongeft,  yet  there 
may  perhaps  be  Places  in  the  fame  Lati- 
tude with  the  Molucca  Ijlands,  which  They 
are  not  yet  poflelTed  of,  and  where  the 
Englijh  might  fettle,  and  plant  the  fne  Spi- 
ces. Such  a  Defign  is  not  at  all  unworthy 
the  utmoft  Confideration  of  our  Eafl-India 
Company,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  the 
CrovM  would  be  very  ready  to  countenance 
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an  undertaking,  which  would  render  the 
Baft  hdia  Trade,  of  infinite  Advantage  to 
the  Nation. 

As  to  the  Herrings  Cody  and  Whale  Fijhe- 
rieSy  from  which  the  Dutch  are  fuppofed  to  de- 
rive as  great  a  Profit  as  They  do  from 
thsir  Eaji'hdia  Trade^  We  have  the  Plea- 
fure  to  fee  the  Laft  of  Them  undertaken  to 
very  great  Advantage  by  our  South-Sea  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  the  Cod  Fifherj^  I  own,  I  hope 
never  to  fee  it  in  the  Hands  of  any  parti- 
cular fet  of  Men,  becaufe  it  would  be  infi- 
nitely profitable  to  the  Nation  in  General, 
and  may  be  undertaken  by  private  Adven- 
turers with  a  Certainty  of  SuccefF. 

There  is  no  Secret  in  the  SaltiMg  o^Cod^  and 
our  Merchants  that  inhabit  the  Northern  Ccafts 
of  England,  lie  full  as  well  ns  the  Dutch,  for 
fending  their  VeiTels  to  the  Dogger -Bank^  and 
would  have  this  Advantage  over  Tiiem, 
That  the  heft  Bait  in  the  World  for  Cod,  is  to 
be  found  no  where  in  fo  great  'Quantities  as  in. 
England:,  I  mean  the  Fifh  called  a  Lamprey ^ 
of  which  the  Dutch  buy  up  fror/t  our  inland  Fifher" 
wen  all  that  they  can  pofflhly  procure* 

The  Herring  Fiftery  is  of  far  greater  Con- 
fequence  than  the  former.  I  will  not  pretend 
to  enter  into  the  Famous  Queftion^  Whether 
the  Sea  is  free  or  nst^  becaufe   I  could  not 

hope 
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hope  to  fay  any  Thing  new  upon  a  Subje£t 
that  has  employed  the  two  Left  Pens  of  the 
laft  Age ;  {a)  but  I  will  kt  down  what  I 
know  of  the  Manner  in  which  the  Dutch 
carry  on  this  Trade,  which  may  poffibly 
be  of  fome  Service  to  thofe  who  may  here- 
after undertake  it  in  Great-Britain. 

I  have  already   fpoken  of  the  Number  of 
Bujfes  that  the   Dutch  employ  in  the   Her-> 
ring   Fifhery   (f)  They  are  fitted  out  in  the 
Month  of  Majy  and  are  obliged  by  an  Or- 
dinance of  the  States  General^  not  to  cad  their 
Nets  before  the  24th.  of  Juney  the  Reafcn 
of  which  I  take  to  be,  that  the  Sholes  may 
not  be  broke,  before  all  the  Bujfes  are  got 
together  j  which  would  be  equally  prejudicial 
to    the   Public,   as    advantagious    to  thofe 
who  had  the  good   Luck  to  be  firft  upon 
the  Coafl  of  Scotland. 

On  the  14th.  of  'June,  new  Stile,  they  be- 
gin to  fifli  on  I  he  korih-We^  Coafl  of  Scot- 
land^ with  Nets  that  are  exceffively  long 
and  deep,  and  the  Reader  may  eafily  fi- 
gure to  Himfelf,  the  vafl  Havock  that  is 
made   by   fevcn    or  eight   hundred   Buffes^ 


fa)    SeUen  and  Grotius,  See  Mare  claufum,  and  Mare 
liberum 

(b)  See  Part  2,  Page  268, 

which 


Part  III.    Illustrata,  '^c.        573 

which  caft  their  Nets  clofe  to  One  Ano- 
ther, amongft  FiOi  that  fwim  in  Shoks  like 
the  young  Fry  in  our  frefh  Water  Risers. 

The  Moment  the  Net  is  drawn,  Part  of 
the  Crew  fet  about  cutting  the  Herrings^ 
which  pafs  from  their  Hands  into  Others, 
that  pack  them  up  as  quick  as  pollible 
with  French  Salt  &  Pickle,  into  clean  Casks 
which  are  inftantly  ftowed  away  in  the 
Hold. 

The  firfl  Herrings  that  are  taken,  are  im- 
mediately difpatched  for  Holland^  en  Board 
fmall  veUels  that  attend  the  Bujfes  with 
Provifions,  and  are  fold  at  extravagant  Prices; 
the  People  of  Faihion  are  as  fond  of  them, 
as  we  are  of  Mackerel  in  the  begining  of 
the  Seafon,  and  when  They  come  to  be  plen- 
tiful the  common  People  eat  Them  with 
Greedinefs,  and  believe  them  a  Specific  for 
whatever  Diftemper  They  are  troubled 
with. 

When  the  Bujfes  have  catched  a  fufEci- 
cnt  Quantity  They  make  what  Sail  they 
can  to  Holland,  where  They  are  unloaded 
and  refitted  for  the  Sea  in  a  few  Days. 
In  the  mean  Time,  the  Herrings,  which  are 
faid  to  make  an  annual  Tour  round  the 
iHand  of  great  Britain^  are  confiderably  ad- 
vanced ;  and  conftant  Experience  has  taught 

the 
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the  Dutch  where  tc  fa'l  in  with  Them  with  as 
much  Certainty  as  at  firft. 

Whilftthe  Buffes  ^YQ  oui  upon  their  fecond 
Voyage,  their  Proprietors  are  not  idle  iri 
HollanJ^  where  the  Herrings  are  taken  cut 
or  their  Sea-Package y  put  into  large  Tubs 
with  frelTi  Salt  and  Fickle,  and  repacked 
into    Casks  for  Exportation. 

This  is  the  Hiftory  of  the  Herring  Fi- 
shery in  little,  which  is  attended  with  all 
thofe  Advantages  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
fecond  Part  of  this  Book.  (J)  As  to  what 
is  faid  of  a  particular  Secret  amongfl:  the 
Dutch  in  the  Manner  of  Salting  their  Her- 
rings^ I  belive  it  a  Chimera,  the  whole  Art 
confiding  in  an  extream  Neatnefs  in  all  the 
Materials  ufed  in  the  Manuiadury,  and  in 
curing  the  Herrings  as  foon  as  They  are  ta- 
keyjj  or  if  I  may  ule  the  ExprefTion,  in  kiU 
ling  theni  with  the  very  Salt  with  which  They 
are  pickle  d^  he  fore  the  Air  and  Sun  have  made 
any  imprejjton  upon  Them. 

It  IS  mconteitable  that  the  Herring  Fijhery 
may  be  carried  on  to  very  great  Advantage 
by  the  People  of  England  and  Scotland,  did 
They  apply  Themfelves  to  It  in  the  fame 


(«)    See  Part  If.  Page  ii66> 
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Manner  with  the  Dutch^  wruch  was  lately 
attempttd  I  y  a  Fljhhig  Cotvpany  in  Scotland^ 
who  took  a  Subfcnpt  on  in  the  Vear  17^0, 
built  Veffels  in  Imitaticn  of  the  Dutch  BuJJes 
and  had  People,  Nets  and  Utenfiis  from  Hol- 
land :  Yet  the  Attempt  was  attended  with  fo 
little  Succefs,  that  I  am  informed  the  Com- 
pany have  feme  Time  fince  fold  off  their 
Bajfes^  and    ether  Materials. 

The  common  Methods  of  Fi/hhg  pra£bifed 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Scotland,  is  in 
fmall  open  Boats  where  the  Herrings  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Sun  till  the  Boat  is  fully  loa- 
ded, and  are  confequently  fo  much  heated  be- 
fore They  are  brought  on  Shore  that  They 
become  unfit  to  take  Salt,  which  is  the  true 
Reafon  of  the  great  Difparity  between  the 
Scotch  and  Dutch  Herring';. 

Another  Difadv^^ntage  that  arifes  from 
the  fmalnefs  of  the  Scotch  Fifhing  Boats  is  their 
being  unable  to  follow  the  Herrings,  when  the 
Wind  is  fo  tempeftuous  as  to  force  them  out 
of  the  Shallows,  into  deep  Water ;  whereas 
the  Dutch  keep  the  Sea  in  all  Weathers,  by 
which  Tliey  often  have  the  Herrings  to 
Themfelves  ;  and  if  We  may  believe  the 
Scotch,  They  are  frequently  fo  malicious,  as 
to  run  in  clofe  upon  the  Coaji,  even  after  They 
have  taken  their  own  Cargoes,  on  purpofe 

to 
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to  I/reak  the  Sholes  and  interrupt  the  Scotch 
Fijhermen^  which  it  is  very  eafy  to  do  from 
the  Superiority  of  their  Veflels. 

Why  England  has  negledled  to  improve 
this  Fifhery^  can  be  owing  to  nothing  but 
the  Neceflity  We  have  been  under  of  living 
in  perfect  FriendHiip  and  Harmony  with  the 
Dutch,  for  forty  Years  paft ;  nor  will  1  prefume 
to  fay  when  it  may  be  our  Interelt  to  ajfert 
the  Right  of  our  Coaft,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Hollander ;  but  I  will  venture  to  obferve, 
that  it  is  a  very  great  Happinefs  to  have  fo 
great  a  Refource  as  the  Herring  Fifhery  in 
our  Power,  which  may  be  an  excellent  Nur- 
fery  for  Seamen,  and  give  Employment  to 
our  Poor,  in  that  Time,  when  frcm  the  Im- 
provements that  may  be  made  in  other  Na- 
tions, there  may  come  to  be  a  lefs  Demand 
for  our  ManufaHures  than  at  prefent,  which 
may  perhaps  deferve  to  be  a  little  more 
thought  of  than  it  is,  even  at  this  Jun£lure. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  Points  in  which 
the  Interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland^ 
interfere  with  each  other.  There  are  ma- 
ny other  Articles  however  of  an  inferiour 
Nature  that  may  deferve  Confideration.  Of 
Thefe,  I  lliall  take  the  Liberty  to  mention, 
htnnen.  Slit  DealSy  and  Wainjcct  Boards,  the 
iirfl:  of  which  we   import  from  HoUand,  in 

vaft 
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vaft  Quantities,  very  much  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the    People  of  Ireland,  who  I  am  told, 
exped  that  we  fliould  make  fome  Alteration 
for  the  Promotion  of  a  Manufatiury  amongft 
Them,  which  is  perhaps  the  only  One  We 
can    encourage  in   that    Kingdom    without 
great  Prejudice  to  Ourfelves.    But  it  can- 
not be  expeded  that  England    fliould  make 
fuch  a  Step,   whilft   They  themfehes  con- 
tinue wantonly  to  import  great  Q^antiiies 
o^  Dutch  Unnen,  tho'  they  have  lo  good  of 
their  own.    The    Importation  of  Deals  and 
Wain/cot  Boards  into  England ,  proceeds  from 
^n  A^  of  Parliament,  which  forbids  the  Ufe 
of  Sawing  Mills  within  fuch  a  Dimenfion  j 
and  tho   I  would    not  be  thought  Guihy 
of  prefuming  to  oppofe  my  Sentiments  to 
thofe  of  the  Legiflature,  yet  if  there  be  any 
Truth  in  the  Proverb,   that  fays,  A  Penny 
faved  is  a  Penny  got,  and  if  it  be  true  that 
Numbers   of  People  make  the  Riches  of  a  Coun^ 
try,  then  furely  We  ought  to  encourage  all 
Machines  that  ferve  to  refcind  Labour,  which 
is  in  Effed  to  multiply  our  Inhabitants,  None 
of  whom  ought  to  be  idle,  whilft  there  re-? 
mains  a  Piece  of  VVaJle  Land  in    England^ 
a  River  choaked  up  that  may  be  made  Nj-j 
vigahky  or  even  a  Ditch  negleded,  that  might 

O  o  h^ 
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be  improved  into  a  Caml^  in  Order  to  reduce 
the  Price  of  Tranfportation^  which  is  fo  heavy 
a  Clog  upon  Commerce. 

I  come  now  to  clofe  this  Book  with 
obferving  fomething  concerning  Negociati- 
ons  with  the  States  General,  which  from 
the  Diverfity  of  Domeftick  Interefts  in  the 
Vn'ited  Provinces  are  perhaps  more  dificult 
at  the  Hague  than  in  any  other  Court  of 
Europe* 

It  is  the  Intereft  of  Holland^  Zealand,  Prize' 
land  and  Groninghen,  to  have  great  Fleets^  that 
may  fecure  their  Commercey  and  conteft  the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea  with  England,  or 
any  other  Maritime  Power ;  whereas  Gelder* 
land  and  Overjffel,  which  make  the  Frontier 
of  the  Vnited  Provinces,  depend  on  the 
Goodnefs  of  their  Fortifications,  and  the 
Strength  of  their  Army  ;  and  as  for  Vtrecht^ 
tho'  it  be  an  Inland  Province^  yet  It  has  been 
feldom  known  to  diflent  from  Holland^  which 
with  the  Other  Maritime  Provinces^  is  very 
hardly  brought  into  a  Refolution  to  contri- 
bute for  the  Expence  of  the  Fortifications  and 
the  Army^  the  beft  Poffs  of  which  are  en- 
joyed by  the  Nobility  o^Gelderland  and  Over- 
jjfel,  whiUt  Thefe  are  equally  backward 
to  give  Money  for  the  Protetlion  of  Com- 
mercey in  the  Welfare  of  which  they  are  no 
farther  concerned,  than  may  enable  th^Pro- 

vince 
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vtnce  of  Holland  to  pay  that  very  large 
Proportion  which  She  is  obliged  to  furnilh 
for  the  Support  of  the  whole. 

The  Reader  will  eafily  imagine  that  Tul- 
lie  Miniliers  find  It  hard  to  conciliate  fuch  a 
Variety  of  Interefts,  which  together  with  the 
Vnanimky  required  hy  the  Conflitution  of  the  Re^ 
public  in  all  Affairs  relating  to  Peace  and  War  ,•  is 
the  Caufe,  that  Negociations  with  their  High 
Mightineffes,  always  run  very  flow ;  and  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  Methodtocure  this, except  ta- 
king Refolutions  in  Conjundtion  with  the  Pro" 
"vince  ot  Holland,  feparately  from  the  Reft. 

This,  indeed,  is  very  feldom  pra£tifed ; 
but  Holland  will  fometimes  venture  upon  It, 
and  when  conftant  to  her  own  Refolution, 
has  never  failed  to  bring  over  her  Sifter 
Provinces-  Nor  will  This  appear  flrange, 
when  we  confider,  that  She  alone  pays,  as 
I  have  obferved  above,  near  fifty  eight 
per  Cent,  of  the  whole  Expences  of  the 
Republic;  (a)  io  that  it  is  eafy  to  N^o- 
ciate  with  the  Vnited  Provinces,  when  the 
Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland  is  a  Perfon  of 
fuch  Authority,  as  to  be  able  to  anfwer 
for  his  Province^  which  "John  De  Wit  could 
always  do  ;  But  when  this  Minifter  proves 
to  be  a  Man  of  common  Abilities  and  modc- 
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rate  Credit,  there  is  no  Expedient  fo  good 
in  Order  to  come  to  a  quick  Decifion,  as 
to  apply  to  the  Citj  of  Amjier^/am,  I 
have  been  inforined,  that  this  Toivn  alone, 
hindred  the  Sutes  General  from  acceding 
to  the  Quadruple  Alliance  -  But  be  that  as 
it  Will,  'tis  certain  She  has  the  fame  Su- 
periority over  the  Toivfis  of  FIolLnd,  that 
Holland  has  over  the  other  Provinces,  and 
confequently  a  Negociation  would  fjcceed 
better  at  the  Hague^  when  the  principal 
Points  of  It  had  bten  adjufted  with  the  Re- 
gents oi  Amjlerdam :  wherefore  I  have  often 
wondered  that  the  K  [  n  g  of  Prussia, 
fliould  be  the  only  Frince  in  Europe^  who 
entertains  a  Refident  there  j  the  Reft  haxing 
only  Agents^  little  capable  of  any  Negoci- 
ation of  Importance. 

-Another  Reafon  wliy  the  markme  Powers 
of  Europe  fhould  employ  Miniftcrs  of  the  fe- 
cond  Order,  or  Confuls  at  lead  with  the 
Senate  of  Amsterdam,  is  that  this  City 
is  the  chiel  Seat  of  the  Di<tch  Eaft- India 
Company^  which  is  known  to  be  Miftrefs  of  fo 
Prodigious  a  Power,  that  She  may  almoft 
boiift  an  hdependant  Sovereignty ^  nor  docs 
She  flick  to  muke  By-Laws  in  the  Indies ^ 
ako^ttlier  inconhflent  with  the  Treaties  of 
ComtiKrce  enteied  into  by  the  States  Gene- 
ral  in  Euro')e» 
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